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Nothing 
Brings Your 
Family Closer 
Than A Quantex! 

Jllj 

Seems like everyone in the family just goes their own way? That’s all about to 
change. Because now, everyone in the household will have something in common. 

The fun, excitment, and ease-of-use of a top-quality system from Quantex. 

Packed with name-brand components, advanced technology, and the hottest soft- j 
ware titles, they’ll be drawn in by the sights and sounds only a Quantex can 
deliver. And at the kind of prices Quantex offers, it’s the perfect way to 
experience ‘family values’. 

pentlum* 











Getting a Lot For a Little. 

Quantex lets you discover all of the excitement of 
family multimedia at an incredible value! Starting at 
just $1699, our systems are practically bursting with 
absolutely everything you’re looking for plus loads 
more! 

You’ll find an Intel Pentium® Processor, performance- 
boosted by 8MB EDO RAM, and Plug & Play Flash BIOS. 
And check out MAG Innovision’s award-winning 15” moni¬ 
tor, a huge 1GB EIDE Hard Drive, even a 14.4 baud 
fax/modem with built in voice mail capability so you can surf the 
Net. That’s just the start. 

Toshiba’s Quad Speed EIDE CD-ROM Drive makes your favorite 
software and music come to life. It’s teamed up with our 16-bit stereo 
sound card and digital stereo speakers, creating a high-performance 
sound system for crisp highs and solid bass. There’s even a new 64-bit 
PCI Video Graphics Accelerator with MPEG playback to take your 
favorite movies, software and games to a new level of excitement with 
full-screen and full-motion video performance at 30 frames-per-second! 

Quantex gives you all these cutting-edge components inside systems 
designed for Windows® 95. All of our systems have passed Microsoft 
Hardware Compatability tests, so adding Plug and Play components in 
the future will be a snap! 

That’s a lot of bang for your buck, only from Quantex. 


Designed for 



Microsoft 
Windows'95 



pentium* 


QP5/75 


$1699 


■ Intel 75MHz Pentium® Processor 

■ 8MB EDO Performance Enhanced Memory 

■ 1GB EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Drive 

■ 64-Bit PCI Graphics Accelerator w/IMB 
(MPEG Playback w/full screen & motion video) 

■ 15" MAG Flat-Screen 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 14,400 Baud Fax/Modem w/voice mail 

■ Toshiba 4X CD-ROM Drive 

■ 16-Bit Stereo Sound Card 

■ Magnetically Shielded Stereo Speakers 

■ Newly Designed Mini-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key Keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Microsoft Windows®95 

■ Family Software Bundle (pre-installed) 


QP5/100 


$2199 


■ Intel 100MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB RAM, 256KB write-back Cache 

■ 1.2GB EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Drive 

■ 64-Bit PCI Graphics Accelerator w/IMB 
(MPEG Playback w/full screen & motion video) 

■ 15" MAG Flat-Screen 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 14,400 Baud Fax/Modem w/voice mail 

■ Toshiba 4X CD-ROM Drive 

■ 16-Bit Stereo Sound Card 

■ Magnetically Shielded Stereo Speakers 

■ Newly Designed Mini-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key Keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Microsoft Windows 95 

■ Family Software Bundle (pre-installed) 


QP5/90.$1799 QP5/90 .. $2999 






















Best Bundles in the Business! 

The Quantex Family Software Bundle packs over 31 of 
the market’s hottest titles into your system! 

Novell’s award-winning PerfectHome package takes the 
spotlight with of over a dozen internal applications. It’ll 
cover your every need from word processing to personal 
organization to kid’s educational programs. Then, indulge 
your curiosity with the Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia. 
Explore the Internet with NetCruiser Plus. Or rev your 
engines with A1 Unser, Jr. Arcade Racing. They’re all pre- 
loaded into your system so you’ll start getting productive 
(and having fun) as soon as your system is plugged in! 

Good News Travels Fast! 

Check the latest reader polls and magazine reviews. 
Throughout the industry, you’ll find Quantex Multimedia 
has the experts singing their praises! 

As PC World reports, “Quantex offers the best price/per¬ 
formance ratios on PCs...” (August 1995). Family PC raves 
that “The QP5’s list of hardware features reads like those 
of machines typically priced around $400 higher" 
(July/August 1995). And PC Magazine writes that our sys¬ 
tems provides “Above-average components for a great 
price...” (September 26, 1995). The word about Quantex 
is getting around! 


We’re With You. 

At Quantex, we’re committed to making your PC expe¬ 
rience easy and enjoyable. 

Inside our labs, vigorous, multi-tier testing programs 
ensure the perfect working order of all systems before 
shipping. 

Then, when your Quantex arrives, you’ll find with it a 
Welcome Folder. Inside are simple, step-by-step instruc¬ 
tions on how to set up your PC, a complete equipment 
checklist, plus a list of Quantex phone numbers, fax num¬ 
bers, and on-line services ready to help. 

Furthermore, all Quantex systems are fully backed with 
a 30-Day Money Back Guarantee. And we provide support 
with One Year Free Express Parts Replacement, Toll Free 
Technical Support, and Free On-Site Service* for one year. 
This package can be supplemented by the GE Support 
Plus Plan option, offering an additional 3 years of com¬ 
plete on-site service. 

We even make it easy to reach us via the Internet. The 
Quantex Home Page at http:/Avww.quantex.com provides 
instant access to product information, customer service, 
technical support, helpful PC tips, and lots more. 

Wouldn’t it be nice to get the winning combination of 
value, technology, and service that makes Quantex the 
best choice? Call us today for the industry’s premier deal. 


QP5/120 


$ 2349 


Family Software Bundle 


■ Intel 120MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB RAM, 256KB write-bock Cache 

■ 1.2GB EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ STB PowerGraph 64 Video w/2MB 
(MPEG Playback w/full screen & motion video) 

■ 15" MAG Flat-Screen 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 14,400 Baud Fax/Modem w/voice mail 

■ Toshiba 4X CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-bit Wavetable Sound Card 
M Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

■ Newly Designed Mini-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key Keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Microsoft Windows 95 

■ Family Software Bundle (pre-installed) 


Novell PerfectHome: 

PerfectWorks; Memphis Math; 

Write With Me; InfoCentral; Grammatik 
Clip Art for the Home; Clip Art for the Office 
Read With Me 1 & 2 

Hard Evidence: The Marilyn Monroe Files 
The 1995 Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia 
Complete Reference Library (over 10 titles) 
Animals II 

How Your Body Works 
Everywhere USA Travel Guide 
Quicken Financial Manager-SE 
A1 Unser Jr. Arcade Racing 
1 USS Ticonderoga 

1 America Online, Prodigy, CompuServe 
(one month trial membership to on-line services) 

■ NetCruiser Plus (Free Internet Access of over 
400 hours for one month) 



1 - 800 - 644-4670 


Quantex Microsystems, Inc. 

400B Pierce Street, Somerset, NJ 08873 


QP5/100 

QP5/133 


$2299 

$2499 























FAMILY BUDGET 


Just like a home office, there are two sides to our new Canon Color 
Bubble Jet printers. One part prints crisp, colorful, office quality 

GRAPHICS AND TEXT FOR EVERYTHING FROM A NEW PROPOSAL TO A FINAL REPORT. 

Color Bubble Jet Printers 

You can work in color. 

They can play in color. 

Tien, there’s the more colorful side. With fun new software we’ve 
INCLUDED, LIKE CRAYOLA ART, HALLMARK CONNECTIONS” EVERYDAY GREETINGS” 
AND MORE, YOU CAN CREATE GREETING CARDS, STICKERS, EVEN PRINT ON FABRIC. 

Call us at 1-800-848-4123, Ext. 333. And find out what you can do. 

© 1995 Canon Computer Systems, Inc. Canon is a registered trademark and Bubble Jet is a trademark of Canon Inc. All other 
products and brand names are trademarks of their respective companies. Software included is available on CD only. Canon recommends 
using only Canon supplies and accessories. CCSI, 2995 RedhillAve., CA 92626. In Canada, call 1-800-263-1121, Ext. 333. 

Canon 


COOL STICKERS 
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Windows 95 
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All the power of Windows 95 may be accessed from a convenient new location that’s 
always within reach. The Start button. 

Among other things, it can help you find files, adjust the settings on your computer 
or open any application you have. And, once open, you can return to a program any¬ 
time you like by simply clicking its icon on the taskbar (represented by the brightly 
colored objects next to the Start button below). Your whole life should be so easy. 



Microsoft 

U WANT TO GO TODAY 


IERE DO YOI 












This Is No 
Ordinary 
TripTo 
The Zoo. 


★★★★★ 

The Boston Herald said “Where other CDs have 
tried and failed, Marvin succeeds.” 


The Associated Press said “Everything 
about the CD-ROM is top-notch, fun and 
(don’t tell the kids) educational.” 


★ ★★★★ 

CD-ROM Today said “ Marvin is a colorful, 
funny, interactive storybook that leaves other 
popular children’s titles in the shadows.” 


USA Today said “A deal at under $20, Marvin’s 
more fun than a barrel of...oh, you know.” 


With incredible illustrations and animations, 
games and painting, Jonathan Winters’ hilarious 
voices, and four languages-English, French, 
German and Spanish, it’s 
no wonder your children 
ape for The Escape | 
of Marvin the Ape. The 
reviewers certainly have. 


THI ntAf, 
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Madonna’s Card? 


LI ARE CORDIALLY INVITED 
ATTEND A FORMAL DINNER 
AT 8PM ON JULY 4TH. 


ections: Take Willowbrook to Elm. 
Third white house on the left. 


An Ivy 

League 

Diploma? 






Wanna be a star, dine with VIPs or celebrate an extraordinary achievement? 

With World’s Easiest™ software, you can. We guarantee that no matter how much 
design or computer experience you have, you’ll be able to create brilliant business 
cards, inspiring invitations and more in just a few minutes. 

UL But what’s really going to make you look like a star is our professional printing 
built right into the software. Simply send us your designs (by modem or disk) 
and we’ll print them for you using real printing presses, high quality papers and rich¬ 
ly colored inks. Or, you can print the designs on your own printer instantly. Either 
way, the results are stellar. For more information please call: 1.800.730.EASY 


Business Cards • Invitations • Certificates • Custom Notes (Post-it® Notes) 
Announcements • Stationery • Personal Image Bundle • Business Image Bundle 


A White House 
Invitation? 







Get Ready For an Explosive visual Experience! 


BOOM! 

MAG INNOVISION PROUDLY PRESENTS THE TECHNITRON SERIES OF HIGH PERFORMANCE 
15 - INCH 1 AND 17-INCH 2 MONITORS WITH COLORS SO BRILLIANT, IT PROMISES TO 
GIVE THE MONITOR MARKET A JOLT. 

AS ONE OF THE LEADING MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH RESOLUTION MONITORS, 
MAG INNOVISION HAS WON NUMEROUS INDUSTRY AWARDS FOR ITS INNOVATIVE DE¬ 
SIGN, STATE-OF-THE-ART ENGINEERING AND UNCOMPROMISING QUALITY. THE TECHNITRON 
SERIES IS NO EXCEPTION. 

BASED ON ADVANCED TRINITRON® CRT, THE DISPLAY SURFACE IS VERTI¬ 
CALLY FLAT TO REDUCE DISTORTION AND ENHANCE IMAGE QUALITY FROM CORNER TO 
CORNER. THE UNIQUE APERTURE GRILLE PERMITS COLORS TO COME THROUGH WITH 
BRILLIANCE AND CONTRAST OTHER MONITORS SIMPLY CAN'T MATCH. AND THE 0.25 
MM ULTRA FINE PITCH ON BOTH MODELS GIVES YOU EXTREMELY SHARP FOCUS AND 
DEFINITION AT EVEN THE MAXIMUM RESOLUTION OF 1280 X 1024. 

THE TECHNITRON SERIES FEATURES MI CROPROCESS0R-BASED DIGITAL 
CONTROLS FOR SUPERIOR COMPATIBILITY AND FLEXIBILITY. EVERY MAG INNOVISION 
MONITOR MUST ALSO MEET OUR OWN GREEN ENERGY STANDARD, WHICH INCLUDES 
EPA Energy Star compliant power management, SWEDAC MPR II compliant 
LOW EMISSIONS, NO CFCS USED IN MANUFACTURING, AND RECYCLABLE PACKAG¬ 
ING MATERIALS, 

TO ENSURE THAT IF YOU CHOOSE A TECHNITRON MONITOR YOU'LL ENJOY IT 
FOR YEARS TO COME, WE OFFER YOU A 3-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY BACKED BY OUR 
AWARD WINNING SERVICE, WITH OPTIONAL EXTENDED SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE. 
RflfTOiTa AS AN INTRODUCTORY OFFER*, EACH MONITOR IN THE TECHNITRON 

SERIES ALSO COMES WITH FREE COLORIFIC COLOR MANAGEMENT SOFT¬ 
WARE SO THAT COLORS CAN BE ACCURATELY TRANSLATED TO THE PRINTED PAGE. 

WITH WINDOWS 95 COMPATIBILITY, THE TECHNITRON S ERIES OFFERS YOU 
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY WITH PLUG 8 PLAY EASE. 

TECHNITRON. IT'S THE WAY COLORS ARE MEANT TO BE SEEN. 








Let The Expert ence Begin 


1-800-827-3998 


’ 



2801 SOUTH YALE STREET. SANTA ANA. CA 92704 • TEL 1-800-827-3998 
(I-7 14-75 I-2008 OUTSIDE THE U.S.A.) • FAX I-714-751-5522 • MAGicFAX I-714-751-0166 

CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 58 















* The interactive language curriculum 
your child needs today. _i 


Fasten your seatbelt for an educational ride in this unique 
and unforgettable approach to learning. Lil' Howie's back 
and ready for fun in The Great Word Adventure ! . 

Hours of fun and learning with nine interactive educational scenes! 

More than 100 games, puzzles, riddles, word searches, songs and scary stories. 
Three automatically adjusted skill levels determined by your child's age and ability 
1 Add words including this week's spelling list to the 2,000-word database. 

»Free skill-based activity book and certificate. 

• Designed and tested by educators, parents and children. 

• Better animation than Saturday morning cartoons - and o lot more fun! 


Join your child on this interactive learning adventure 

Download free activity sheets and new riddles from CompuServe 
(! SEVENTH), AOL or MSN (keyword: SEVENTH) or the web (www.7thlevel.com) 
To order call 1-800-884-8863 ext. 119 


Satisfaction guaranteed 


7th LEVEL 







I n d u s t r i a 1 

strength 

col or. 

Suitable for 

house¬ 

hold”” 




EPSON COLOR INK JET PRINTERS. Who needs intense, Photo Quality color? Anybody who 
has a color monitor and a smidgen of creativity. Anybody who’s ever tom open a new box of crayons. Anybody 
who has around $349. For that small sum, you can get an EPSON Stylus COLOR IIs. And ideas will be pole vaulting 
off the page in Epson Color. It’s 720 dpi mode color and incredibly sharp laser quality text. To see it, call 
I-800-BUY-EPSON x3300 or visit us at http://imvw.epson.com. Then start clearing space on your refrigerator door. 



YOU’VE GOT TO SEE IT IN 


EPSON 


color: 













Only the Desert 
Knows 
the Truth... 



AcIiVisioN 

Available 



Featuring Amanda Donohoe Uncover a Woody trail to the Visit the crime scene 

(LA taw) as one of the suspects killer with your partner. and gather evidence in your 

you'll interrogate. John Night Sky. search for clues. 

on Windows and Macintosh CD-ROM. Visit the scene of the crime at http://www.actirision.com 


mFactory 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 192 















Get it done 
while having fun 

Design greeting eards - Traee animation * Draw freehand * create cnmputer art * Laynut a kitchen * Design landscape 




Physical Information: 

Active ares S”a 5” 

Dimensions 8”* 8.5” to 0.5” sloped 

Weight 1.05 IDs 

lilt angle 3.7' 

functional Information: 

Resolution Op to 2000 lines per inch dpi] 
Operating 

System MS DOS, Macintosh, 

Microsoft Windows 3.x, 

Pen 80S 

jQeecaCrJT 


The familiar feel nf a pen 

Where you point on the tablet is where you are on the 
screen. No more awkward rolling around. And it’s so 
easy to install and use, getting started with computing is 
a cinch. Plus ACECAT II will co-exist with your mouse - 
until you're ready to make the all-in-one input choice. 

Work with greater ease and cnmfnrt 

No more hunching over the desk. Just place our light¬ 
weight tablet in your lap, put your feet up, and have fun. 


ACECAT It and the Windnws envirnnment 

This is where the ACECAT II really shines. Customize 
your tablet and pointing & selecting are as easy as 
a slight wrist movement. Ergonomically designed with 
direct one-to-one motion. 


Create images in a snap 

It’s easy to draw, trace, or create artwork. And it's so 
simple, computer users of all ages quickly catch on. 


Alsn a high-end digitizer 

Don't be fooled by the fun and ease of use - it's a pow¬ 
erful design tool. Create sophisticated CAD drawings, 
architectural blueprints, and engineering specs. 


ACECAD’ 

800-676-4ACE or 408-655-1900 

Order by phone: CAD & Graphics (800) 288-1611, Jameco Electronics (800) 831-4242, and JDR Microdevices (800) 538-5000 
Available at: CompUSA, Computer City, Fry’s Electronics, Incredible Universe, J&R Computerworld 






i 

! 

i 



Order now. 

1-800-98R0CKET, 
ext. 606 


This action game 

MAKES SITTING IN 
FRONT OF YOUR PC 
A BLAST. 


www.rocketsci.com 
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FEATURES 

123 Holiday gift guide 

Hunting for perfect presents? Wrap 
up your search with 42 new comput¬ 
er-related gifts sure to make someone 
on your list smile, and the 43 tried- 
and-true programs that earned top 
marks from our reviewers in 1995 
(see page 159). By Stephen Brewer 

171 Exclusive survey: the state of software support 

Think you’re the only one frustrated by programs that don’t run? Think again. 
Readers give us an earful about an alarming number of woes. By John Eckhouse 

184 Multimedia greetings 

Instead of sending out the same old 
holiday cards this season, delight your 
loved ones by sending best wishes that 
come alive on their PCs; we’ll show 
you how to make them yourself with 
simple software. Or, find our greeting- 
card creations on-line and make them 
your own. By Carolyn Jabs 

207 Windows 95 tips: the Explorer files 

Discover how to get the most out of the successor to Windows’ File Manager and 
your hard drive will never again be uncharted territory. By Phillip Robinson 

224 Keeping the faith 

Religion forums on the Internet and 
commercial on-line services put a 
modern twist on age-old spiritual 
quests. See how the anonymity and 
diversity of discussions in cyberspace 
are leading many to examine their 
beliefs—and find a new level of inner 
peace. By Jeremy Schlosberg 

237 Just sew stories 

Tag along with a quilt artist as she sizes up four pattern-making programs while 
fashioning a holiday wardrobe. By Anita Rabinojf-Goldman 

A Visual Guide to Windows 95 

Our three-part series concludes with a look at the new 
operating system’s built-in performance boosters. 
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UP FRONT 

23 From the Editor 

67 Letters 

75 Ask Dr. PC 

Video cards are a raw deal; 
new hard drive, new prob¬ 
lems; my File Manager’s 
hallucinating; taking a 
printer signal too lightly? 


BUYER S GUIDE 

90 Hot Stuff! 

Two lightweight Think¬ 
Pads do heavy roadwork; 



Gump happens on CD- 
ROM; 3-D graphics for 
PC games; Web site adds 
dimension to audio CDs. 

99 Best Buys 

Kids’ favorites on CD- 
ROM for $12.99 apiece; 
on-line guide hands out 
$3,000 in coupons; free 
vaccine for Win 95 ills. 

257 Consumer Lab 

Find out how 11 top-line 
computers rated with our 
jury of consumers, who 
put them to the test under 
real-life conditions at 
home. Ronus: PC shop¬ 
per’s pullout guide. 
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HomePC On-line 


DO-IT-YOURSELF 


301 Nuts + Bolts 


Just duet: Set up your PC 
as a recording studio. 


PERSONAL 

PRODUCTIVITY 


MechWarrior 2 brings arcade blockbuster BattleTech to the PC—and blows away 
the competition; Panic in the Park weaves Skee Ball, Whack-a-Mole and more 
into a mystery on the midway; All-Star Baseball sparkles like a diamond; Win¬ 
dows 95 puts the pedal to die metal in A1 Unser Jr. Arcade Racing. Also: Under 
Pressure, Dagger’s Rage, MegaMan X, Space Quest 6: The Spinal Frontier. 


Take tax tips from your 
PC today to save in April. 


353 Working at 
Home 


How to get to Sesame Street? Install 
three delightful new CD-ROMs; Cas¬ 
per: Brainy Book offers spirited fun; 
Jack’s House is a nice place to live, 
but kids didn’t want to visit; Learn 
the Art of Magic mesmerizes young¬ 
sters; KidMail Connection tries to get 
kids on the Internet safely. Also: 
Etch-A-Sketch, Hollywood, more. 


See how on-line servi< 
treat parents when kids get 
out of line in cyberspace. 

524 The Cyber Ace 

Tour six great Web sites. 


431 Gear + Gadgets 


REVIEWS 


379 Fun and Games 


345 Financial 
Adviser 


Small-business market¬ 
ing hits il big on the Net. 


ELECTRONIC 

COMMUNITIES 

369 On-line 

Connections 


If you’re racing to find home-office 
machines, take five—Xerox comes 
up with a four-star multifunction 
machine; new PowerPC PowerBook 
is a chip off the old block; micro- 
Connect telephony card has some in¬ 
stallation hangups; you’ll be hard- 
pressed to find higher-quality 
video-capture images than Video 
Artist’s. Plus: CH Pedals, SyQuest 
backup, Casio QV-10 digital camera. 


America Online Events 

Microsoft Answers 
Win 95 Questions 

Tues., Nov. 28, 8 p.m. 

Kids’ Software 

Tues., Dec. 5, 8 p.m. 

Dr. PC’s Clinic 

Tues., Dec. 12, 8 p.m. 


393 Lifestyles + Learning 


Julia Child and 16 top chefs serve 
up a CD-ROM menu filled with 
culinary delights; delve into NFL 
history with 75 Seasons. Plus: 
Everything Weather, Kana-kun, 
Tour of LISA National Parks, more. 


411 Kid Raves 
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PLUG AND PLAY NOW AVAIL ABL 


CREATIVE 


THe Next Generation Sound Blaster 















THIS 

MAKES THE 
GREENHOUSE 


The action game that 

GIVES NEW MEANING TO 
SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST 


Order now. 

1-800-98ROCKET, ext. 203 

www.rocketsci.com 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 85 
























GET IN A 

GNARLY DOGFIGHT, 
AVOID FLYING COWS, 
LAUGH IN 
THE FACE OF 
YOUR COMMANDING 
OFFICER, 

AND BE BACK 
AT YOUR DESK 
BY 9:00. 



The shoot-'em-up game 

THAT LETS YOU 
DIE LAUGHING. 


Order now. 

1-800-98R0CKET, ext. 404 

www.rocketsci.com 

CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 84 




















in the game without 
being a technoweenie: 

1. Avoid any conversations using 

words like: SCSI interface, 
platform or WYSIWYG. 


2. Delete those entry-level speakers from 
your memory-you know, the puny ones 
that try to emulate sound. 

3. Upgrade your system with critically 
acclaimed Advent Powered 
Partners® speakers. Boot up the 
powerful sound of Advent and 
watch the enemy retreat! 

///f \DV E \T call (8& C ) r 477^257' 

//// \Ly V l_ M the full line of Powered Part 
New AVI 70 and AV270 now 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER ‘ 












from the 

editor 

For years, my favorite holiday present was a 
turquoise princess-style dress with black- 
velvet trim and what seemed to me to be 
hundreds of black buttons down the front. 
It was a chore to fasten all those buttons, 
but at the time it was the most grown-up 
dress I'd ever owned, and I loved it. 

A new tradition: home computing for 

We all want to find a gift that will make 
the people we care about just as happy, but 
it’s rarely easy. Every year I have trouble 
finding the perfect gift 
for my son, who has a 
taste for expensive 
consumer electronics 
equipment. My daugh¬ 
ter is easier to satis¬ 
fy—she’s made it clear 
that “you can never 
have too many pairs 
of boots.” 

If the loved ones on 
your list own a home 
computer, there are 
hundreds of great, 
reasonably priced products that may fill the 
bill for you this season. Our Holiday Gift 
Guide (page 123) showcases 85 of the best, 
for gamers, golfers, gardeners, divers, art 
lovers, history buffs, movie makers, Inter¬ 
net surfers, travelers, trivia fans and kids 
of all ages. Ranging in price from $8.95 for 
an Internet desk calendar to $279 for a 
high-speed modem, there’s something for 
every taste and budget. 

And if this is the year you’ve decided to 
buy a computer—for yourself, your kids, 
your parents or your home business—check 
this issue for a revealing look at the com¬ 
puters you’ll likely be considering at the 
store. In this month’s Consumer Lab (page 
257), 24 people from all walks of life and 
levels of computer experience put 11 top 


the people we care 
it’s rarely easy. E\ 



computers through their paces. When the 
votes were tallied, we had a tie for first 
place; look inside to see which computers 
our jury selected and the reasons why, as 
well as their comments about their true-life 
out-of-box experiences with all the models 
they tried. 

To help ensure you have all the informa¬ 
tion at your fingertips to make your shop¬ 
ping experience as efficient as possible, 
we’ve included a pullout checklist and guide 
so you can compare the specifications on the 
computers you’re considering with our rec¬ 
ommended configuration for peak perfor¬ 
mance. Whether it’s 

the holidays S i,„ P - 

ping lor a home com¬ 
puter or you’ve spent more hours in comput¬ 
er stores than some PC salespeople, this card 
will come in handy. 

And for those who aren’t sure what all the 
categories on the card mean or why they 
matter, see our two-page, under-the-hood 
reference diagram (page 280), which illus¬ 
trates and describes all the elements that 
make a PC tick. 

No matter what kinds of gifts you’re buy¬ 
ing this season, a special present deserves a 
special card. Turn to page 184 to see how to 
make your own multimedia greetings—origi¬ 
nal holiday messages containing sound, 
video and text, which you can send to 
friends and relatives (who’ll need their own 
computer to play them back). These greet¬ 
ings are surprisingly easy to make, although 
they do require a bit of time. If the holiday 
crunch becomes too hectic to let you tackle 
one yourself, visit our forum on America 
Online (Keyword: homepc) and see the 
multimedia greetings contributing editor 
Carolyn Jabs made; you can even download 
one of our original creations and send it to 
someone special. 

Just as computer-generated greeting cards 
can dress up your presents, pattern-making 
software can do wonders for your wardrobe if 
you’re inclined to make your own clothes. (I 
admit the only thing I ever tried to sew ended 
up in my mother’s rag bag.) This month, we 
invited an award-winning quilt artist to test 
the packages; you’ll see what she stitched up 
for the holidays on page 237. 

One thing’s for sure, whether you’re 
making sewing patterns or greeting cards, 
or giving software as gifts this holiday sea¬ 
son—we all expect software to work proper- 
lv. Yet it’s difficult—if not impossible—to 
get some programs up and running on every 
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THIS WON T PROTECT 
YOUR COMPUTER 


from the editor 



THIS 

WILL 



Tripp Lite Battery Backup 
Systems make sure that your 
personal computer is fully 
equipped and ready to play 

Providing complete protection against 
power surges, line noise, brownouts — 
even total blackouts, a BC Personal 
UPS is the best protection you can 
get against the fast balls and line 
drives of commercial power. And with 
Tripp Lite's 70 years of experience and 
terrific customer support, you'll know 
that a winning team is playing along¬ 
side you. 

With models from 200 to 500VA, 
there is a BC Personal system for any 
size computer. So whether you're gen¬ 
erating the monthly reports or leading 
your team to the video championship, 
make sure that your system is protect¬ 
ed with Tripp Lite quality. 


Call (312) 755-8741 Dept. BHlfora 

FREE UPS sizing chart and full 
information on Tripp Lite UPS systems. 


TRIPP LITE 

THE POWER PEOPLE 


500 N. Orleans, Chicago IL 60610 
(312)755-8741 Fax (312) 644-6505 
Faxback (312) 755-5420 
Internet:ini 


PC. Is there anything more frus¬ 
trating than having to tell your 
kids on Christmas morning that 
their new games won’t work? 
Whom do you call for help? We 
asked more than 4,000 readers to 
tell us how they feel about soft¬ 
ware support and reliability. As 
our comprehensive report on our 
survey results (page 171) shows, 
manufacturers have their work 
cut out for them to deliver reliable 
software and respond promptly to 
calls for help. The tales of woe 
you’ll read here put a human per¬ 
spective on this shocking statistic: 
Consumers return 40 percent of 
all CD-ROMs they buy. 

Of course, one of the major sell¬ 
ing points of Windows 95, the new 
operating system for PCs, is that it 
reduces the hassles of software in¬ 
stallation. As part of our continu¬ 
ing coverage of the Microsoft 
product, which most shoppers will 
find installed on new PCs this sea¬ 
son, we offer 20 tips for using Ex¬ 
plorer, the powerful new tool for 
managing files (page 207). And 
look for the final installment of 
our three-part series of Windows 
95 Visual Guides (following page 
444), focusing on the system’s 
built-in features to boost a com¬ 
puter’s performance. 

Meanwhile, if you need a spiri¬ 
tual boost amid all the hustle and 
bustle of the season, we look at 
how the worlds of technology and 
faith come together in cyberspace 
(page 224). Father Paul Keenan, 
who hosts weekly discussions on 
Prodigy, believes that the relative 
anonymity of on-line chat helps to 
break down many Americans’ 
late-20th-century shyness about 
religion. Whatever your beliefs 
are, you can find an electronic 
community eager to discuss them 
on the Internet or the commercial 
on-line services. 

We hope you enjoy this issue, 
our biggest ever. On behalf of all 
of us at HomePC , I wish you a 
healthy, happy holiday season. • 



Ellen Pearlman, 
Editor-in-Chief 
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Dare to Dream 



yTTAKEN YOUR SENSE OF WONDER 

in Dinotopia. Fly Thundra, the young Skybax. Rescue Snapfire the 
rebellious teen Triceratops. Outwit Onno the crafty card sharp 
^ Velociraptor. Climb icy Blackshear Mountain to find the 
ancient Tibetan monk, Levka Gambo. 


Dinotopia’s unique technology lets you actually 
speak with a score of live actors, live special effects 
dinosaurs, plus over a hundred surprising 
inhabitants in 12 different worlds. 


• Mif.rW Based on the best-selling books by James Gurney, 
(over 1.5 million sold) Dinotopia is now an 
exciting interactive CD-ROM journey. 

An adventure for anyone with an imagination, n ^ 


"Looks like gotta-have 
Christmas software " 
USA Today, Mike Snider 


Interactive 



































HE VOICE OF REASON 
A 450 H.R ENGINE. 









the animal kingdom, 
;4 a new language, 
exploring the moon 

a Inspiring. 






Introducing the A world of experience is yours to 

SyncMaster™ c ^ scover ° n e ^ er ' es motors. 

(6q99 Their simple, high-performance 

monitors. 


features let you see all the world 
has to offer - in bright, crisp, 
brilliant color. The affordable SyncMaster "e" Series monitors. 
Simply Inspiring. Simply Samsung. 


SyncMasts 
























































■ THE RUSSELLS HAVEN'T CALLED THEIR KIDS IN MONTHS. 
BUT THEY STAY IN TOUCH EVERY WEEK WITH E-MAIL 


The Russells’ telephone bill plummeted when they discov¬ 
ered the advantages of e-mail with Eudora Prol“ No matter 
how far away their kids are, Eudora Pro lets them stay in 
touch for a fraction of the cost of a phone call, fax, or an 
online service. That’s why more than 4 million people are 
already using versions of Eudora. 

Eudora Pro is simple to install and easy to use. Yet it’s 
packed with powerful features. It lets you attach sound, video 
clips, or pictures to any message. It separates urgent memos 
from regular ones. There’s even a built-in spelling checker. 



“Cleanly implemented and simple to 
use, Eudora has become one of my favorite 
tools for cruising the net” -PC World 
“Eudora is the pioneer Internet 
e-mail... ” -MacUser 

fttff 


Plus, you can customize your built-in address book to 
include the people you contact the most. 

Eudora Pro comes with everything you need right in 
the box—including a free sign-on offer from an Internet 
access provider, step-by-step online help, and 90 days of 
free technical support. 

Want more information about our award¬ 
winning Windows or Macintosh versions? Just call 

1-800-2-EUD0RA ext. 86088. OrvisitourWeb 
site at www.qualcomm.com/quest. Q)UALCOAAAA 


Introductory offer! Instant $ 10 back when you buy before January 15,1996 
at any Egghead Software or CompUSA store and other select retailers. 


* 


QUALCOMM Enterprise Software Technologies 6455 Lusk Blvd., San Diego, CA 92121-2779 USA. © 1995 by QUALCOMM Incorporated, AO rights reserved. 1 

















The Gateway Solo’" 120 Best Buy portable PC is sold with 16MB 
RAM and a 14.4. PCMCIA fax/modem. The accompanying ad 
insert incorrectly states that it is sold with 40MB RAM and a 28.8 
PCMCIA fax/modem. 


GATEm\ / 2O00 


LOG ONTO THE WORLD'S LARGEST 
TECHNOLOGY NEWSSTAND 



Log onto CMP's TechWeb — the most valuable online 
information resource in all of technology. Featuring the 
World Wide Web editions of CMP's industry-leading 
publications, TechWeb is a massive repository of daily 
news updates, market developments, expert analysis, 
product reports. Software downloads and exclusive 
Internet-only features. TechWeb also gives you these 
special services, all absolutely free: 

•TechSearch"': Simply enter the subject you would like 
to research, and you'll find all the 
relevant articles and news reports 
that have appeared in CMP's 
publications since January 1994. 


•TechCareers’ Here you'll find salary surveys, guides 
to online job hunting and other resources for high-tech 
job seekers — including a hot-list of other Web sites 
featuring job opportunities. 

•TechFile": This service gives you up to-the-minute 
coverage of high-tech's hottest topics, with hyperlinks to 
news and reports in all CMP publications. The premier 
TechFile focuses on the debut and impact of Windows 95. 

The future of technology is online — with TechWeb. 

Advertisers interested in TechWeb 
sponsorship opportunities should 
call Mitchell York at 516-562-5337 
or e-mail him at myork@cmp.com. 


TechWeb 

The Technology Information Source 

http://techweb.cmp.com 





























Expand Your Horizons With 

National Geographic 



CD-ROM REFERENCE 
LIBRARY 

Thirsty for knowledge? Pack the CD- 
ROM Reference Library in your saddle¬ 
bag and cross new vistas with confi¬ 
dence. These engaging, interactive 
learning tools offer hundreds of photos, 
captions, video clips, and sound 
bites—covering everything from 
Adelaide tozorillas. 


CD-ROMS FOR 
YOUNG READERS 

If a camel isn't handy, an ordinary 
mouse can carry your child into the 
wonderland of learning. This primary- 
level library—36 books on 8 CD- 
ROMs—entices readers with on¬ 
screen text, lively narrations (available 
at the click of that mouse), music, 
sound effects, and a splash of Spanish. 


SOFTWARE GAMES 
ON DISKETTE 

Crossing the outback isn't the only 
challenge around. Sprint across 
the boundaries of knowledge with 
ZipZapMap! and GeoBee (which is 
based on the popular National 
Geography Bee). Then flex your 
French or stretch your Spanish with a 
few rounds of ZingoLingo. 


Picture Atlas of the World 
Mammals: A Multimedia Encyclopedia 
The Presidents: A Picture History of 
Our Nation 


People Behind The Holidays 
A World of Plants 

Exploring the Solar System & Beyond 

Animals and How they Grow 

A World of Animals 

Seasons 

The Human Body 

Our Earth 


GeoBee 

ZipZapMap: USA 
ZipZapMap: Canada 
ZipZapMap: World 
ZingoLingo: Spanish 
ZingoLingo: French 




You don't need a camel to reach our 
electronic oasis. Just visit your local 
retaijer or call the National Geographic 
Society. Don’t be left in the desert at 
nightfall! 


U. S.: 1-800-368-2728 
Canada: 1-800-268-2948 
TDD: 1-800-548-9797 




□ NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC 
SOCIETY 




Compactaf 



You're in for a treat when you own a Compacta! 
Imagine how great it will be to have the perfect 
furniture for your equipment—just the right size, 
adjustable as all get-out, and very affordable. 

Our quality will delight you. And you'll find 
your expectations of service totally redefined! 



5 Year Carts for kids, too! Lots of Choices. 

Hard-Wear 
Guarantee. 



800 - 325-3841 


ANTHRO 


6:00 AM to 6:00 PM PST, M-F 

Anthro Corporation® 
Tbchnology Furniture® 

10450 SW Manhasset Dr. 
Hialatin, OR 97062 
Fax: 800-325-0045 
E-mail: sales@anthro.com 


Prices from $149. Compacta, Anthro and Technology Furniture 
are registered trademarks of Anthro. 


HOMEPC 

a cmp publication® 
Vice President/Group Publisher: 

E. Drake Lundell 
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Surprise friends and family with multimedia greetings, albums and more. 



New Studio M makes you an 
instant Multimedia Minute 
Maker. Multimedia Minutes are 
easily created, self-running PC 
files that let you mix graphics, pho- 
tos, text, video, voice and music in 
P lhb-any combination. For any occasion. 
Think of Studio M as a multi- 
A «D media printshop. It includes over 50 designer 
^<-^0 templates for you to quickly personalize. Use 
the stunning array of graphics, sounds and 
special effects that are already built-in, or 
easily create your own projects. In no time, you'll be 
creating multimedia Christmas cards, birth announce¬ 
ments, even photo albums and yearbooks that talk, 


move and amaze. Send Multimedia Minutes 
on a floppy, or send them over e-mail or 
the Internet. Anyone with a Windows 
computer can play a Multimedia Minute. 

And absolutely anyone can enjoy the blazing 
color printouts. So get Studio M today and 
' start making Multimedia Minutes that amaze 
everyone. Especially you. 

Call 1-800-982-9888 now for more 
information or a dealer near you. 


0 
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Studio M 

The Easiest Way To Create Your Own Multimedia 



















YOUR COMPUTER ALREADY HAS 
ENOUGH SPACE TO HOLD 
4 CD-ROMS. YOU JUST DON’T HAVE 
THE RIGHT CD-ROM READER. 


•Q-Q-a-a i — 


INTRODUCING THE MULTISPIN® 4x4" 
CD-ROM CHANGER. 




Now if you need to access up to 

multi n 

ledia. 

jur 

nping 

between 

four internally held CDs, 

music, 

text 

and 

video 

discs as 

there’ll he virtually nothing to 

often a 

s you 

like. 

Not to mention 

stop you. Including your com¬ 

as tjuic 

: k ly ai 

s you 

like. « 

iince this 

puter. Because if you have a 

new ch 

anger 
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ad speed 

standard PC with an open drive 

performance 
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incredi- 

hay, you can easily install the 
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ooth 
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> and 

stunning 


NEC MultiSpin 4x4 CD-ROM 

changer. It fits into exactly the 

same space, and holds 

' SEE 

four CDs at once. So ^ 
all it takes is a simple 
click of your mouse and 

you’re into a world of NEC «-«■ 


DIFFERENCE 


limation. Even its low price 
akes things easy on you. So 
R now, thanks to the 

MultiSpin 4x4, if you’ve 

got the space for one 
CD, you’ve got the space 


,r information via FastFacts™ call 1-800-368-0476 and request document #237492. Contact u. on the Internet at http./Avww.nec.com. MultiSpin 
a registered trademark and FastFacts, 4,4 and See. Hear and Feel the Difference are trademarks of NEC Technologies, Inc. All other trademark, 
e the property of their respective owners. © 1 995 NEC Technologies. Inc. GSA#GS00K94AGS5241PSO1 Key #25508 
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CHARTER 


OFFER 


The best interactive CDs just got easier 
to find, easier to buy.. .and more fun 
than ever - with HomePC Sneak Peeks! 


THY BtTHBt T0 Oj*Ij 

HOM 05 1 

r fft COMPUTE CD-BBW EUlDt ! 

Over *200 

CD-ROMS 


I A 


J&si 


uview Today’s |g»~* 

CD-Roms *- 

nd Your Kids 




For orders placed in tl 
32142-0498, USA. 
later. Double speed (150 kb/sec) CD-ROM drive. M( 


Order Today! 

1 - 800 - 538-0505 

U.S. & CANADA 


ran Only): 486,25 MHz PC with 4 MB RAM, VGA Display (640x480,256 colors) Windo’ 
other pointing device. Windows-compatible sound board for audio (22Khz/l6 bit audio] 


Sample and 

preview fabulous multi- 
media games, reference and 
educational CD-ROMs on your 
own time, at your own speed, 
comfortably on your own PC! 

It’s HomePC Sneak Peeks — the 
first electronic, searchable collection 
of over 1,200 CD-ROMs — including 
the best CDs reviewed in HomePC 
during the past year. And it’s available 
just in time to plan for hohday shop¬ 
ping. . .many products can be bought 
right from the CD! 

HomePC Sneak Peeks will help 
you buy the most exciting products 
.. .and give you hours of fun in the 
process. Guaranteed or your money 
back. 

Get up to speed quickly on the 
latest CDs! 

■ Easy installation 

■ Fully searchable by category 

■ See game tips and strategies for 
Myst and Sim City! 

■ Includes—HomePC Editor’s 
Choice of This Year’s Top 100 
Computer Products 

# Get 10 hours free on 
America Online! 

















YOU COULD ASK FOR THE NEWEST COST- 
EFFECTIVE STATE-OF-THE-ART MULTIMEDIA 
HOME OFFICE BLOW-THE-SOCKS-OFF-YOUR- 
FAMIIY ENTERTAINMENT MONITOR WITH 


BUILT-IN 
SPEAKERS FOR 
VIDEO-CONFERENCING 
NET SURFING AND 
GAME PLAYING. 


OR, SIMPLY ASK FOR THE VIEWSONIC 17EA. 


Don’t settle for the Inferior monitor that comes 
bundled with the computer. You DO have a choice! 
You wouldn’t go to the dentist for a headache, so 
why would you buy a monitor from a computer 
manufacturer? 

Especially when you can own a ViewSonic 17EA— 
THE AFFORDABLE 17" (16.0" diagonal viewable 
area) multimedia monitor for home and office 
applications. You need performance because your 
monitor is the window into your computer. You want 
value because your computer is a major investment. 
The 17EA provides both. 

This powerful monitor delivers a super high 85Hz 
refresh rate at 1,024 x 768, resolutions up to 1,280 x 
1,024, a 0.28mm dot pitch and a maximum refresh 
of 120Hz, which explains why the image is so crisp 
and picture-perfect. And it offers built-in speakers! 
Plus a host of other advanced features you wouldn’t 


m piss 


44', ill,II 

yy IHfli esindows 

ViewSonic 21 ViewSonic 17 ViewSonic 17 

I®! 



expect from such an affordable multimedia monitor. 
The ViewSonic 17EA, compatible with both PCs and 
MACs, provides (Plug & (Play P* to support 
Windows® 95. It also meets strict Swedish MPR-I1 
standards for reduced power consumption and 
increased environmental safety. 

Why settle for less? Call 800-888-8583 today and 
ask about the get-more-bang-for-your-buck advanced 
multimedia monitor—the ViewSonic 17EA. 

HERE’S WHAT THE EDITORS ARE SAYING 

“Next to a computer CPU, the monitor is the most 
important component. Yet many people make a 
serious mistake by accepting the mom 
bundled with their system ...” 

San Diego Computer Journal (3/95) 


LE READER SERVICE NUMBER 1 




ViewSonic® 

Seejhe Difference / ™ 


Tel: (800) 888-8583; Product Code 436 

(909) 869-7976 Fax: (909) 869-7958 

Call FaxSonic at (909) 869-7318 (fax-on-demand) 

Request Doc. 149 (17EA) 

Internet: http:7Avww.viewsomc.com 











If it were any more real, you'd have Gatoradb 5 down your back. 




fun 8-tfames dept 


This NFE Pro League Football" CD-ROM game gives you more than just terrific 
graphics and football action. It has over three decades of football stats to allow you 
to create your own strategies, your own plays - even the weather. Hire players, 
fire players, play against the computer or against a friend via modem. Collegiate 
fans can get the same thrills with All-American College Football.' But we’re 
warning you: Just make sure you have a spare shirt, Check out both games 
on the Internet at http://www.software.ibm.com To purchase, visit your local 
retailer or call 1 800 426-7235 (source code 5216). 


all is an officially licensed product of the NFL Players. NFL is a registered tn 
ns. Inc. Gatorade is a registered trademark of Stokely Van-Camp, Inc. ©19S 
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Win 95? I want HomePC ’95 

Thanks to HomePC , my Windows 
95 installation was a breeze. The 
Nuts + Bolts section in your Octo¬ 
ber issue (page 169) was just what 
I needed to get the new operating 
system up and running on our PC. 
The screen images and the descrip¬ 
tions made the installation easy 
and painless; I kept the magazine 
in front of my keyboard during the 
entire process, while the Microsoft 
documentation never left the box. 

Your special section, A Visual 
Guide to Windows 95 (after page 
222), was another valuable source 
of information. It went through the 
basics our family needed to know 
without getting too involved. We can 
dig deeper into Windows 95’s fea¬ 
tures as we experiment on our own. 

Have you considered putting 
out a year-end CD-ROM contain¬ 
ing all the year’s issues? It would 
be an indispensable source of in¬ 
formation for your readers. 

Bill Watkins 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
via the Internet 

Editor’s reply: While we’re not 
planning such a disc this year, we 
have compiled an index of all the 
topics and products covered during 
1995, so you can find what you’re 
looking for quickly and easily in 
your back issues of HomePC. Our 
1995 Editorial Index will be posted 
in the on-line version of this issue 
on America Online (Keyword: 
homepc) and the Internet’s World 
Wide Web (http://techweb.cmp. 
com/hpcj, or you can write us for a 
copy (see details on page 166). 

Logo art by Coco Masuda 


PC (Preschool Curriculum) 

I’m very grateful for Windows 95; 
my 2/2-year-old son loves it. I 
videotaped him loading the first 
few disks of the software, and 
when he became impatient, I fin¬ 
ished the installation. 

Now, after making shortcuts to 
his favorite programs, I can’t keep 
him off the computer. He’s already 
learned how to use the keyboard 
and the mouse—and more than 
half the alphabet. If Windows 95 
and good educational programs 
make computer use this easy for a 
toddler, what reason could adults 
have for not attempting to learn? 

Millard E. Vandermark 
Haiistead, Pa. 

Prenatal software delivers 

As a medical professional, I was 
particularly interested in your re¬ 
cent feature “What To Expect 
When You’re Expecting a Baby” 
(October, page 121). I found the 
article incisive and informative, 



and I’m sure any expectant parent 
would as well. As more software 
producers use the tremendous po¬ 
tential of the CD-ROM format to 
educate as well as entertain, I am 
sure we will see more products such 
as those so intelligently reviewed in 
this story. 

The purpose of the written word 
is to inform and/or amuse, and I 


am heartened to note that HomePC 
does both in an intelligent, well- 
structured and readable manner. It 
stands out as a superior journalis¬ 
tic effort in a surfeit of similar, less 
able publications. 

D.J. Roelike 
Columbia, Md. 

via America Online 

In rural areas, BBSes rule 

I’ve never written “fan mail” to a 
magazine before, but I must tell 
you that HomePC is probably the 
best computer publication I’ve 
come across—and I’ve picked up 
copies of every one I’ve seen in the 
stores. Yours is the only one I’ve 
subscribed to. 

Regarding the letters that ap¬ 
peared in your September and Oc¬ 
tober issues about the lack of local 
access numbers for commercial on¬ 
line services in some rural areas, 
here’s another suggestion: There 
are local bulletin board services 
around the country that provide e- 
mail, Internet access and more. 1 
found one in my local calling area 
for $9.95 a month, with 50 hours 
free and 50 cents for each addi¬ 
tional ho.ur. The service has no 
graphics for now, but hopes to add 
them in the future. Meanwhile, this 
BBS is much more affordable for 
me than any of the commercial 
services, since I’m not in an area 
served by their local numbers. 

Barbara Rosman 
Ellenton, Fla. 

One tip deserves another 

Your September article on desktop 
publishing (“Design Intervention,” 
page 106) was very informative. I 
produce a small newsletter for a 
country-and-western dance group, 
and found several design tips that I 
was able to apply to the next issue 
of my publication. 

I’m relatively new at computing 
and desktop publishing, but I’d 
like to pass on a suggestion that’s 
worked for me regarding comput¬ 
ing in general: When you get your 
first computer, learn one pro- 
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etters 


Before 

you 

spend 

$100,000 

for 

college, 
spend $40 
to make 
sure it's 
the right 
one. 



CollegeWhere™: The top-rated 
college selection software for 
Windows and Windows 95. 
Available at your retailer or call: 

1 - 800 - 677-1606 


irtrtrk "FUN" 

—Family PC 

*+++ "PERFECT" 

— Computer Life 


CollegeWhere is a trademark of 
McCabe Software, Inc. All other 
marks are the property of their 
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gram—and only one—as thor¬ 
oughly as possible. I chose Mi¬ 
crosoft Publisher to focus on. By 
finding out everything I could 
about that program, I reduced my 
learning curve for other software. 
This tip was given to me by a co¬ 
worker who had spent a lot of time 
trying to learn everything at once 
when he got his first computer. 

Larry E. Jacobson 
Eau Claire, Wis. 
via America Online 

A few of my favorite things 

I’ve been receiving HomePC since 
the first issue. Your Consumer Lab 
covering the major on-line services 
(September, page 111) gave me the 
courage I needed to finally try 
America Online. I also enjoy Ask 
Dr. PC, your many software re¬ 
views, and the sections covering 
personal productivity. HomePC 's 
format makes it very easy for any 
computer user to understand and 
enjoy the magazine. 

Mike Keel 
Plover, Wis. 
via America Online 

Insider’s view 

When I started reading your maga¬ 
zine, I worked for a company and 
did most of my computer work 
there. However, late last year I was 
laid off from my job and decided 
to start my own business. I fol¬ 
lowed your Nuts + Bolts section’s 
instructions to install new internal 
components in my PC and upgrade 
my memory. Then I decided I real¬ 
ly needed a new computer, and 
have already upgraded the memo¬ 
ry on it to 16 megabytes; I’ve also 
installed a new, faster fax/modem, 
and a 1,260-MB hard drive. I 
couldn’t have done all this without 
your guidance. My friends are 
amazed that I dare even to take the 
cover off my PC. 

I’ve enjoyed HomePC since the 
beginning, and sing your praises to 
anyone who will listen. I’m always 
giving out the subscription cards 
that come in each issue. Thanks! 

Debra R. Jackson 
Pinehurst, N.C. 


Simple lessons 

I purchased a personal computer 
for myself and my 9-year-old son. 

Then, finding that our schedules 
didn’t allow us to share the PC eas¬ 
ily, I bought my son his own com¬ 
puter. I’m glad I did—the educa¬ 
tional opportunities are endless, 
and it’s an investment in his future. 

HomePC is the best of all the 
computer magazines. It provides 
not only helpful tips, but informa¬ 
tion about new software programs 
for my son’s enjoyment and educa¬ 
tion. I look forward to each issue; 
yours is the only PC magazine I 
find fun to read. 

Susan Schaedle 

Memphis, Tenn. 

From learning to earning i 

I really appreciate the way you talk 
to those of us who are somewhat 
new to computing, in terms we can 
learn from. I’ve been receiving 
HomePC for about six months and 
plan to continue to read it for years 
to come. You’ve helped me enor¬ 
mously to understand how to use 
my computer more effectively, and 
also how to fix many problems my¬ 
self. In fact, because of your maga¬ 
zine, I’ve acquired the confidence 
to start my own home-based com¬ 
puter business. 

J. Heather 
Racine, Wis. 


We want to hear from you! Send your 
letters to: 

Letters to the Editor 
HomePC 

600 Community Drive 
Manhasset, NY 11030 

You can also fax your comments to 
us at (516) 562-7007, or send electron¬ 
ic mail to HomePC on America Online 
or to homepc@aol.com using any other 
on-line service. 

Please include your name, address 
and phone number. All correspondence 
becomes the property of HomePC. Let¬ 
ters may be edited for length and con¬ 
tent, and may be republished in any 
medium. Due to the volume of mail re¬ 
ceived, we regret that we may not be 
able to answer each letter personally. 


How to contact us: 












. Revenge of the 

Artistically Impaired 


Forget art school. Or computer graphics courses, 
just click open The Print Shop Deluxe® Ensemble” II 
; and let your imagination go. 

Simply decide what to create - letterhead, banner, 
isign, greeting card, calendar, certificate, business card, 
whatever. Choose a design and background. Pick from 
4,500 richly detailed graphics. Add your own words. 
Blend with hundreds of special effects. Then print in glc 
rious color. It’s so easy you may feel like you’re cheating 
| Our newest member of The Print Shop® famil y Th 

I 


Print Shop Deluxe Ensemble II; is available on 
CD-ROM exclusively for Windows.® It’s at your 
retailer for about $79.95. For a limited time, save 
$15 off this price by ordering direct from us.* 
doesn’t get much sweeter than this! 
1-800-521-6263 | 
o code 718. 


New Edition 














EXPLORE 

AND HIST 


~LES, 

MOVIE! 




Take an interactive journey to the Middle Ages in Midisoft’s BRAVEHEART™ CD-ROM. 
Immerse yourself in famous battles and reenactments of how medieval weapons were used. Delve into archives of 
exquisite artwork from the period and biographies of famous people. Discover'medieval castles and learn about 
lifestyle and culture. Explore behind-the-scenes footage from the film, including- interviews, out-takes, and 
photographs. With the BRAVEHEART n CD-ROM for Windows® you will experience the making of a landmark film 
and the history that inspired it. 



Ask for Midisoft products at leading retailers. 

Or, call 1 -800-/76-6434 for more information. 


Available at Babbages, Best Buy, Boscov’s, Comp USA, Computer City, Circuit City, 
Electronics Boutique, Sears, Future Shop, Lechmere, and Software Etc. 
Phone: (206) 391-3610 • Fax: (206) 391-3922 • Email: salesinfo@midisoft.com 






















CHANGE YOUR LIFE! 



Successful careers and satisfying lives don’t happen by accident. It takes skill and planning. The Personal Skills Series 
of innovative CD-ROMs gives you effective tools to improve the quality of your life. Learn how to manage your time 
better, get organized, reduce stress in your everyday life, communicate more effectively, and develop the attitude you 
need to succeed. 

You’ll learn from expert advice, examples and demonstrations, video simulations, and self evaluations, combined with 
i extensive feedback and reinforcement of key concepts. Get the knowledge you need to make lasting changes. You can 
have the life you deserve! 


Ask for Midisoft products at leading retailers. 

Or, call 1-800-7/6-6434 f° r more information. 

Call (800) 776-6434 or (206) 391-3610 • Fax: (206) 391-3422 • Email: salesinfo@midisoft.com 
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(THAT'S UNDER DEVELOPMENT. IN THE MEANTIME, 

VOU CAN'T OET MORE ADVANCED COMMUNICATIONS SOFTWARE 
THAN NEW DELRINA COMMSUITE 05 FOR WINDOWS 95.) 


If you’re like most people, less than 
one percent of all your friends and 
business associates reside in parallel 
universes. Which means that new 
Delrina CommSuite™ 95 should suit 
you just fine. S It’s the complete, 
affordable, integrated communications 
solution for Windows® 95, featuring 
unprecedented power and ease of use. 

Every program in 


Designed for 

ffl 


the suite takes full 
advantage of the 

terrific new features of Windows 95. 

£ New Delrina WinFax” PRO 7.0 
is the easiest, most powerful version 

, WinComm, Talk Works, CommSuite, Guidebook, and Comm Bar arc 



ever of the world’s best-selling fax 
software. It gives you greater speed, 
the ability to send and receive 
faxes in the background and much 
more. It cuts fax transmission time 
by up to one-third. 
has gray-scale quality KLrVjfl 
faxing, new improved 
OCR, 101 ready-to-use cover sheets 
ranging from fun to business-like, 
and tools to design your own. 
£ New Delrina Cyberjack™ 7.0 
makes the global Internet about as easy to use as 
a TV remote control. The revolutionary new Cyberjack 
Guidebook™ connects you to hundreds of the hottest Net 


L-r, CommSuite for Networks and WinFax PRO 






















With TalkWorks, the WinFax 
PRO telephony option, all of 
your messages - faxes, e-mail 
mail - come together 
convenient place. 


Delrina 


I sites with one click. And you can 
I update your Guidebook any time 
■ you want by simply connecting to 
I Delrina’s Internet server. Plus, 

I you get all the Net tools you need 
I - Web, News, FTP, IRC, 

I Gopher, Archie, Telnet and more 
| — all presented in a singularly 

1 sane interface to the multiple per- 
I sonalities of the Net. Locate the coolest Web sites, take 
I part in news groups and chat lines, keep up with NASA 
s and stock quotes — whatever — all with phenomenal 
ease and speed. S New Delrina WinComm™ PRO 7.0 
speeds you to BBSs and on-line services with a couple of 
mouse clicks. It has a viewer for downloaded images, a 
Zip file manager and Norton™ virus detection built right 
in. It even lets you download files in the background 























Beat the 


Are you paying too much in taxes? Do 
you forget to take deductions to which 
you are legally entitled? Are you afraid to 
take certain deductions because you are 
afraid they may trigger an IRS audit? If 
you said “yes” to any of these questions, 

Simply Tax™ could save you thousands of 
dollars! It’s the tax software that hundreds 
of thousands of people trust. It’s specially 
designed to make sure you take every sin¬ 
gle available deduction there is, so you 
pay the lowest amount of tax allowed by 
law. Sound difficult? It’s easy. 

Save time and money with 
Simply Tax. 

Simply Tax is designed to run on Windows 3-1 and 
Windows 95 and has a friendly graphical interface that will have 
you up and running in minutes. An 
Interview Wizard offers simple expla¬ 
nations, and online “IRS Help” answers 
all your questions as you fill out your tax return. You can easily 
import data from Simply Tax, TaxCut, TurboTax, Simply Money™ 
and Quicken with the click of a button. Simply Tax features over 
120 forms, schedules and worksheets, and 75 mini worksheets.. 

Plus, it supports 



More than 150 incredible tax 
savings tips. 

The Tax Savings* function reviews every rele¬ 
vant line in your return to ensure you get all 
the tax breaks for which you 
qualify. It will comb through all 
your entries for commonly over¬ 
looked deductions. Simply Tax 
helps you be not only aggres¬ 
sive — but careful, too. A spe¬ 
cial Audit Alert checks your data 
and warns you if your return 
exceeds national averages 
which could trigger an IRS 
audit. There’s also a “what-if’ option to 
let you preview your tax return before 
final. For instance, you 


Summoty 





much your return changes by altering your IRA contribution or 
deferring income until next year. 

Tax Deadline Alarms help 
you avoid costly late penalties 
and save you money. 

The Alarm system automatically alerts you to upcoming tax dead¬ 
lines, so you don’t miss out on filing returns or overlook any tax- 
savings strategies deadlines. And, before you file, Simply Tax vali¬ 
dates all your information and checks your return for complete¬ 
ness and accuracy. It will inform you immediately of any invalid, 
missing or incomplete data. (Did you know that 19% of last year’s 
returns had a “math error”?)** 

So, what are you waiting for? Don’t you want to know how 
much you can save? Call right now, and find out how much 
you can cut your taxes! 

To order Simply Tax Plan-Ahead . 

Edition for only $9-95, call 4rKXH£ 


1-800-773-5445, dept T1277. 
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HOME REMEDIES YOU CAN USE 

EDITED BY SEAN FULTON 



Q l’ve been hav¬ 
ing problems 
with my computer 
ever since I replaced 
my video card with a 
model made by a dif- 

Video card’s a raw deal 

ferent company. Nei¬ 
ther card maker has 
been much help, and 
my PC’s manufactur¬ 
er has no idea what 
the problem is. Any 
clues about what I 


can do? 

A Sounds like there 
may be a tug-of- 
war under way 
between the memory your comput¬ 
er is using to run your programs 
and the memory your new video 
card needs to work properly. The 
new card may require sections of 
memory to be set aside for its ex¬ 
clusive use from a block referred to 
as upper memory. 


Illustrations by Chip Wass 


A computer’s motherboard and 
many PC cards include a chip con¬ 
taining a set of specific instruc¬ 
tions called a basic input/output 
system (BIOS). These chips are 
relatively slow in computer terms, 
so your operating system often 
copies BIOS information into your 
PC’s upper memory, where the 
processor can find it more quickly. 

But if your programs have been 
dipping into that same memory 
pool, they may overwrite the BIOS 
instructions and cause a host of 
errors, such as fuzzy screen im¬ 
ages, error messages and program 
missteps. Check your video card 
documentation (or call the manu¬ 
facturer) to see if you need to set 
aside memory for the card’s use, 
and if so, find out how to set 
things up to satisfy its hunger for 
upper memory. 

If memory allocation isn’t the 
issue, your best bet is to take your 
PC to a repair shop. Yes, this will 
cost you some money, but look on 



the bright side: At least you’ll be 
able to stop wrestling with your 
computer and your apparently un¬ 
responsive vendors. 


Q l recently up¬ 
graded the hard 
drive in my computer. 


Now, whenever it 


starts, I get a mes¬ 
sage that reads “Can’t 
find C:\scdemo\sc.exe 
in win.ini (or one of its 

New, but not improved 

components).” What 

did I do wrong and 

how can I fix it? 

A lt sounds like 
the sc.exe pro¬ 
gram (or one of 
the files it needs) wasn’t copied to 
your new hard drive during the 
upgrade. If you know what the 
sc.exe program is, reinstalling it 
should solve the problem you de¬ 
scribe. But if you don’t know 
what the program is and your PC 
is working OK, chances are you 
don’t need it. 

Even if you decide you don’t 
need the program, Windows still 
thinks it does, and that’s what’s 
causing the error message. So you 
need to tell Windows to stop look¬ 
ing for it. 

To do this, select Run from the 
pull-down File menu in Windows 
3.1’s Program Manager. A box will 
pop up asking you for the com¬ 
mand you’d like Windows to run; 
type win.ini in the space allotted. 
(In Windows 95, you can get to the 
same box by clicking on the Start 
button and selecting Run from the 
pop-up menu.) 

No matter what version of Win¬ 
dows you’re using, the next steps 
are the same: You’ll see a new win¬ 
dow that lets you edit the win.ini 
file, which contains a list of pro¬ 
grams that will run every time 
Windows starts. There’ll be a line 
near the top of the file that begins 
with load= or rnn=, followed by 
C:\scdemo\sc.exe. This is the com¬ 
mand that’s causing your trouble; 
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it’s telling Windows to try to run 
the sc.exe program every time you 
turn on your computer. 

Delete the offending characters 
after the equal sign. If any other 
program names appear on the line, 
leave them as they are (there will 
be a space between the C:\sc- 
demo\sc.exe name and any other 
file names). When you’re finished, 
make sure there are no spaces be¬ 
tween the equal sign and any re¬ 
maining program names, and only 
a single space between program 
listings if there are more than one 
on the line. 

If C:\scdemo\sc.exe was the only 
file listed, you’ll need to make sure 
there are no extra spaces following 
the equal sign. Use your arrow keys 
to move the cursor to the right 
margin, then use the backspace key 
to delete all the spaces until your 
cursor’s right up against the equal 
sign (but don’t delete that). 

To save this settings file, select 
Save, then Exit, from the pull¬ 
down File menu. When you restart 
Windows, you should no longer 
see the error message. 


Q When I open 

File Manager in 
Windows 3.1, I see a 
message that says I 
don’t have a disk in 


my floppy drive—but 

Floppy drive’s running 

I’m not looking for 
files on my floppy 
drive. Can I do any¬ 
thing to make this 


message go away? 

A Were you by any 
chance looking at 
a list of the files 
on a floppy disk recently? My 
guess is that you were, and then 
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you minimized the window for 
that drive, but you didn’t close it 
when you were done. Even though 
that particular window may now 
be out of sight, Windows can’t 
keep it out of mind because, tech¬ 
nically, the window is still open. 
Each time File Manager loads, it 
dutifully tries to check the con¬ 
tents of the floppy drive so it can 



update that window, resulting in 
the message you’ve been seeing. 

To end this futile search, open 
File Manager and double-click on 
the drive icon marked C:\. Don’t 
be concerned with the window 
you’ll see next; it’s what’s behind 
the window that’s been causing 
your grief. To get the C:\ window 
out of the way, place your cursor 
on the lower right-hand corner of 
the window (the cursor will turn 
into an arrow when you’ve hit the 
correct spot). Hold down the 
mouse button and 

on empty drag that corner up 

toward the left-hand 
corner of your screen. 

Once you’ve reduced the win¬ 
dow size, you’ll see an icon for the 
window in the lower left of your 
screen that displays the contents of 
your floppy drive, which is either 
A:\ or B:\. (If your view is ob¬ 
structed by other windows depict¬ 
ing other drives, reduce their size 
as you did with the drive C:\ win¬ 
dow above.) 

Click once on the floppy-drive 
icon, and then select Close; File 
Manager will close that window— 
and you’ll be spared those unnec¬ 


essary updates on your floppy 
drive when you start your comput¬ 
er in the future. 


Q Ever since I up¬ 
graded my PC 
to Windows 95, my 

Win 95 says ‘game over’ 

DOS games haven’t 
worked properly. 


What’s going on? 


A: 


Chances are that 
Windows 95 is 
ng your old 
DOS CD-ROM drivers to access the 
CD-ROM drive instead of the new, 
3 2-bit drivers that came with the 
operating system. And that can 
stack the deck against you when 
you sit down to play a DOS game 
like Aces Over Europe or Doom II. 

During the Windows 95 up¬ 
grade process, many of the DOS 
and Windows hardware drivers 
(programs that let the operating 
system communicate with your 
hardware components) are re¬ 
placed by faster, more efficient 
Windows 95 drivers. That process 
is designed to be an automatic part 
of the Windows 95 installation, but 



in practice, some upgraders have 
found that not all the necessary 
drivers have been replaced. Often, 
it’s the CD-ROM drivers that prove 
most troublesome. 

Windows 3.1 programs general¬ 
ly run fine with older drivers, but 
DOS games have a lot of trouble, 



























Maybe your computer should be upgraded before you buy it. 


Total Image Video™ 

Aptiva™ brings you full-motion video that’s full-screen and true-to-life. 

Theatre Sound™ 

Tower speakers. Wavetable Sound Card. You’ll be amazed how good a computer can sound. 

Dual Processing 

Combining media and Pentium® processors takes your multimedia experience to the highest level. 

' Voice Navigation 

I Control Aptiva with your voice by using simple commands. It’s almost magic. 

Online Housecall 

I Aptiva can fix a software problem through the modem while we talk you through it. 

28.8Kbps modem 

! Now there’s a faster way to surf the Net. 

Rapid Resume™ 

J Only Aptiva lets you shut down mid-program, then resume, at a later time, where you left off. 

Communications center 

i Speakerphone, voice mail, fax, phone answering. Essentially, a built-in office. 


Wake-up On Ring 

j Only Aptiva can automatically turn itself on to receive faxes, phone calls and data. 

! Powerful hardware 

. 1-1.6GB hard drives, 75-133MHz Pentium processors and IBM’s media processor. 

Over $1,400 worth of software 2 

| Including such titles as The Adventures of Hyperman,™ Silent Steel; 

Cyberia,™ Descent™ and Sports Illustrated For Kids? 

Starting at $1,899* 

For more information, call 1800 IBM-3377,** J§ 


IBM. 
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such as error messages and com¬ 
puter lockups. The solution is to 
upgrade to Windows 95 drivers, 
and the easiest way to do that is to 
contact the manufacturer of your 
CD-ROM drive, multimedia up¬ 
grade kit or PC, and obtain updat¬ 
ed CD-ROM drivers for your par¬ 
ticular hardware configuration. 
The manufacturer should also be 
able to give you instructions on in¬ 
stalling the drivers. 


Q When I run the 
Microsoft Anti- 
Virus program, I 
sometimes see a 

Have I nailed a bad file? 

message indicating 


exec.bat or config.sys and you’ve 
recently installed or removed a pro¬ 
gram, odds are that everything’s 
fine. You can feel confident telling 
AntiVirus to go ahead and update 
its records of the file. 

Rut if the file that’s changed 
isn’t one of the four mentioned 
above, or if you haven’t added or 
deleted any programs recently, you 
should use AntiVirus’s Detect and 
Clean command to help you locate 
and cure any viruses possibly lurk¬ 
ing in your PC. 

By the way, it’s time you up¬ 
graded your virus-protection soft¬ 
ware. AntiVirus shipped in ver¬ 
sions of Windows that are now 
pretty long in the tooth, and there 
are plenty of new viruses running 
around that it doesn’t know about. 
I’d advise you to safeguard your 
computer with a newer virus pro¬ 
tection program, such as the latest 
from Symantec or McAfee. 



buffer, it will spit out the page, 
and the buffer light will go out. 


Q When I double¬ 
click on the 386 
Enhanced icon in my 
Windows 3.1 Control 


that a file has 
changed, and that I 
can either delete or 


update it. What 
should I do? 


Aon 

l \ h ef 


It all depends 
L on which file has 
Teen changed and 
what you’ve been doing with your 
system lately. Most virus software, 
including AntiVirus, takes an in¬ 
ventory of key system and program 
files, and when one changes, it lets 
you know about it. If the file in 
question is system, ini, win. ini. auto- 



Q Each time my 
friend uses her 
laser printer with 
WordPerfect, the 
printer’s buffer light 

Take laser signal lightly? 

comes on. Is this a 


warning of some 
sort? 

A Tell her to relax: 
The printer is op¬ 
erating properly. 
Unlike dot-matrix printers, which 
process pages character by charac¬ 
ter, laser printers treat each page 
as a single unit. To accomplish 
this, the printer needs to load the 
contents of an entire page into a 
storage area, known as a buffer, 
before it can print. 

When the buffer light goes on or 
starts to blink, the printer’s merely 
telling you it’s loading a page of 
your document. Once the printer 
detects that it has a full page in its 


Must I remember this? 

Panel, I see some¬ 
thing called “Virtual 
Memory.” What kind 


of memory is this? 


A v “ 
LV 


Virtual memory 
l is just like virtu- 
Lal reality—it ap¬ 
pears to be there, even though it’s 
really not. In your case, the PC is 
using excess hard disk space to sim¬ 
ulate additional computer memory 
when it runs out of the real thing. 

Here’s a quick primer on com¬ 
puter storage terms: Memory, the 
common term for random access 
memory (RAM), is where your com¬ 
puter keeps items that it’s handling 
at a given time, most notably the 
key components of the programs 
you’re currently running. Your 
computer stores items it doesn’t 
need right away, such as files and 
programs you’re not working with 
at the moment, on the hard disk. 

Both RAM and hard disk space 
are measured in megabytes (MB), 
but there are big differences be¬ 
tween them. One is access speed: 
It’s much faster to pull something 
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paperport\^- 


With Visioneer s new PaperPort Vx, 
you can get paper into your PC in 
as little as two seconds—and put it to 
work with unmatched simplicity 
and speed. 

Get paper in fast. 

Just feed any piece of paper (up to 
8.5” wide and 30" long) —a letter, 
photo, newsclip, receipt, business 
card—into PaperPort Vx. In seconds, 
it appears on your screen. Crisp and 
clear. Easy to read. And ready to be 
faxed or e-mailed, edited or copied, 
printed or filed with incredible ease. 

Put it to work—instantly. 
PaperPort Vx has direct links to 
hundreds of the most popular software 
applications, so you can automatically 
integrate paper into the applications 
you use everyday—your fax, on-line 
service, word processor, contact 
manager, spreadsheet, and many more. 

Do even more with $249 worth 
of free software. 

PaperPort Vx includes the latest 
OmniPage LITE™ OCR software to 
transform scanned paper into editable 


text; Corex CardScan SE™ to automati¬ 
cally turn your pile of business cards 
into an electronic card-file of contacts; 
and PictureWorks Copier™ to turn 
your computer and printer into an 
instant copy machine — with power¬ 
ful features to resize your image and 
put multiple items (like receipts and 
business cards) on a single page. 

Superior readability, 
superior results. 

Only PaperPort Vx gives you exclu¬ 
sive Sharp Page™ technology. So 
you get crisper scanned text—and 
your fax recipients get extremely 
legible pages, with no unreadable 
black blotches. And with up to 256 
shades of gray, PaperPort Vx accu¬ 
rately captures your snapshots and 
graphics—even magazine pages. 


So, instead of running papers around 
your office, use PaperPort Vx to zip 
them into your PC where you can put 
them to work. To find out more, call 
us at 1-800-787-7007, Ext. 1002, 
or see your local dealer. 
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A COUPLE OF THINGS TO CONSIDER 


WHEN YOU BUY THAT NEW COMPUTER. 



When you choose a computer system for your 
home, don't overlook the most obvious 
component: The monitor. Computer 
companies will frequently include a 
low-quality monitor. That might make 
a complete system easier to buy, but 
a lot harder to live with. 



Nokia is Finland's largest 
nultinational company, and the 
leading brand of monitors in 


rest of your system, it would probably look like the 
Nokia 17" 447L multimedia monitor. With 
a diagonally-measured viewing area of 
1 5 . 75 ", a .28 mm dot pitch flat square 
tube and maximum resolution of 1024 x 768 
at a refresh rate of 75 Hz, the 447L is the 
caliber of display usually enjoyed by graphics 


If you chose your monitor as carefully as the professionals. In fact, Nokias have been named a 





















Home Office Cgmputing Magazine Best Buy. The 
447V features front panel solid-state screen adjustments 
and stereo powered speakers under the bezel — 
ideal for the multimedia software that is now 
particularly popular with families. Which brings 
us to the most important consideration. 

Children are spending hours 
with their young eyes just inches 
away from monitors. Here the 
4471 shows its real value. Its 


The environmental values of 
Finland (where the 447V is made) 
are evident everywhere: From 
no CFCs or formaldahyde 



Nokia makes speakers for 
German luxury cars, so adding 
them to the 447L was easy. 



The average viewing distance of a computer monitor 
eighteen inches. Remember what you learned • 
about sitting close to the TV? 


the materials (which eliminates harmful gases) 
right down to using recycled 
paper in the packaging. Not 
only is the 447V friendlier to 
users, it can even get along 
with the decor in your home — 


emissions control has earned Sweden's MPRII 
certification — one of the strictest standards in the 
world. Its ergonomics reduce eyestrain and fatigue, 
and demonstrate 


MAXIMUM REFRESH RATE FOR EACH RESOLUTION 


RESOLUTION 640x480 8 


real user-sensitivity* 



thanks to the EuroPalette™ choice of colors. 

And with its suggested retail price of $699** 
it won't even disturb the family budget. 

So when you buy your computer system, look at 
the monitor with the eyes of a child. And the 447L 
will be your clear choice. Call 1.800.BY NOKIA 
for the location of the dealer nearest you. 


NOKIA 

MONITORS 


sal i 

Nokia Vhloegiapk 4471 Nokia Muegroph 447L Nokia ihluegiapk 4471 Nokia Valoeglaph 4471 
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from memory than to retrieve it 
from the hard disk. Another is 
cost: RAM typically sets you back 
about $40 per megabyte, while 
disk space averages a few pennies 
per megabyte. 

When your operating system 
uses disk space as virtual memory 
to run a RAM-hungry program, it 
sets aside a chunk of unused disk 
space, often as much as 20 or 40 
MB, and uses it to store active 
programs and data that it knows it 
needs to access infrequently 
(which to a computer might mean 
only once a second). Information 
it needs more often remains in 
RAM. The process of moving in¬ 
formation back and forth between 
a PC’s virtual and real memory is 
called “swapping.” 

For example, sav your PC has 
4 MB of RAM to load Windows, 
launch a program such as Mi¬ 
crosoft Word, then open a large 
document file. To accomplish all 
these tasks, your computer would 
use the 4 MB of RAM. then swap 
an additional 10 or 15 MB of in¬ 
formation out to virtual memory 
on the hard disk. Swapping lets 
your computer do what you 
asked, but it will be slow, since 
retrieving items from the hard 
drive takes longer than accessing 
items from memory. 

If you want to increase the 
speed of your computer, you can 
do so easily by adding RAM. In our 
example above, increasing the 
amount of RAM to 16 MB could 
eliminate the need to swap data 
out to the disk, making perfor¬ 
mance quite snappy. 


Q 


I just bought a 


Star Trek CD- 


ROM; the manufactur¬ 


er says I need to boost 
my video memory from 


512 KB to 1 MB to play 


A 


In order to boldly 
go where no one 
me before, 
you sometimes have to leave a bit 
of the past behind. In this case, 
the high-resolution graphics re¬ 
quired by your Star Trek CD- 
ROM means that the best way to 
tag along on the voyages of the 
Enterprise crew is to upgrade your 
video memory. 



Video memory is a chip on your 
video card that stores the graphics 
you see on your computer screen. 
The more elements—colors and 
pixels—that make up your screen 
images, the crisper those images 
will be. But the more elements you 
have—and the galaxies the Enter¬ 
prise visits have plenty—the more 
storage capacity your video card 
needs, hence the upgrade advice. 

Say you want to display 256 
colors at a screen resolution of 
1,024 by 768 pixels, which is a 
very crisp resolution. You’ll need 
more than 786 KB of video memo¬ 
ry. But with the 512 KB you cur- 
rentlv have, the highest 

can’t see the CD-Romulans! resolution you can possi¬ 
bly get with 256 colors is 
800 by 600, which will look no¬ 
ticeably grainy. 

So no, you don’t absolutely have 
to upgrade, but if you don’t, odds 
are you’ll be disappointed when 
you see an Enterprise that’s far 
from starship-shape. 


it. Is that true? 
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None of my 
fonts show up 
in Microsoft Works 

Fonts’ Works stoppage 

2.0, although they’re 
available in all my 
other programs. Can 
you help? 


Works 2.0 
that you (or a program you in¬ 
stalled) recently added fonts that 
exceed Works 2.0’s capacity. 

I can’t tell you exact I y how far 
the program’s font capacity can 
stretch, because that figure is ex- 
tremel\ variable, depending on 
factors ranging from the number of 
sizes and styles for each particular 
font to the length of your fonts’ 
names (the shorter they are, the 
more fonts you’ll fit). But since 
you’ve clearly got too many loaded 
on your system, I suggest you re¬ 
move some of the fonts you rarely 
use, which will most likely solve 
your problem. 

To remove the fonts, go into the 
Windows Control Panel and dou¬ 
ble-click on the Fonts icon to list all 
the fonts you’ve got. Select those 
you don’t use, click on Remove, 
then on Yes to take them out of the 


A: 


The problem is 
hat you have too 
nany fonts for 
die. I’m guessing 




Windows roster (but don’t delete 
the fonts from the disk). If you need 
all your fonts, it may be worth the 
$45 to $70 it costs to upgrade to a 
more recent version of Microsoft 
Works, which won’t plague you 
with the problem you describe. 




























For Windows® 95, Windows® and Macintosh 

You’ll find these NEW CD-ROMs at Babbages, Best Buy, Circuit City, Computer City, CompUSA, Egghead Software, 
Electronics Boutique, Software Etc., Wal*Mart and other fine retailers. For information about the store nearest you, 

call (800) 723-6322. 


Buy Any Of Our Four New CD-ROMs, 
And Get The Oregon Trail’ Free. 


Here’s a gift idea that gives you two for the price of one. 
Buy any one of our four new CD-ROM educational 
titles, and you’ll get a FREE RIDE on The Oregon Trail 
CD-ROM, the award-winning best-seller. Millions of 
school and home customers have already experienced 
The Oregon Trail, and now you can too—FREE. 

Just select from these four NEW MECC titles: 

Africa Trail™: relive the actual world-record setting bike 
expedition across modern-day Africa. 

MayaQuest™: bike across modem Central America 
to investigate the mysterious collapse of the Mayan 
civilization 1,000 years ago. 


Opening Night™: create, direct, and perform your 
own multimedia plays with photo-realistic images 
of real actors. 

Math Munchers™ DELUXE: over two million Munchers 
programs sold! The newest in the series builds confi¬ 
dence in fractions, percents and simple geometry 
Each MECC product was developed by fun-loving 
educators who understand how kids [~ 
learn. Your child will enjoy every one I 
or you can get a full refund. So get 
your free ride inside specially marked I 
packages while supplies last. 

Free CD-ROM 














ask dr. pc 


Q Each time I run 
Windows 3.1, all 
of my 27 program 
windows open. I’m 

Windows sign: ‘We nei 

tired of closing them 
only to have them re¬ 
open again. Is there a 
way to close the win¬ 
dows and keep them 
shut? 

Absolutely. In 
fact, the prob¬ 
lem you describe 
is quite common, and it can be 
solved very easily. 

Whenever you turn off your 


computer, all the time you’ve just 
spent closing those windows and 
arranging your desktop comes to 
naught because you haven’t in¬ 
structed Windows to save your 
current desktop environment. 

All you need to do the next 
time you’re working 

r close’ in Windows is set up 

your desktop just 
the way you like it, then go to the 
pull-down Options menu in Pro¬ 
gram Manager and take a look at 



the menu item labeled Save Set¬ 
tings on Exit. You’ll see that 
there’s no check mark next to this 
option, which explains why your 
settings haven’t been carrying 
over from one computing session 
to the next. 

To make sure your settings stay 
put from now on, simply select the 
Save Settings on Exit option. Then, 
if you drop down the Options 
menu again, you’ll see a check 
mark next to that choice. And the 
next time you start Windows, your 
desktop should appear exactly as it 
did when you last exited it. • 

Dr. PC was assisted this month by- 
Andy Feibus , Michele A. Hugel- 
meyer and Chris Oggerino. 

Do you have a question for Dr. PC? 
You can mail it to Ask Dr. PC, 
HomePC, 600 Community Drive, 
Manhasset, NY 11030; phone it in 
to SOO-DOC-IS-IN; fax it to (516) 
562-7007; or post it to the doctor 
at HomePC on America Online. 





DAZZLE YOUR 
FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

ing a salt shaker pass through a 
small objects, or pull off one of 
Houdini's famous rope escapes. Comedian, TV star, 
ind magician Harry 

__jon walks you 

through more than a dozen of 
the world's most astounding sleights 
of hand. Watch each illusion performed from 
three different angles, and discover for yourself 
how the masters really do it. This fun-for-the-family 
CD-ROM also features sections on the fascinating 
history of magic, organizations, publications and on-line 
addresses for amateur and professional magicians. 

Try vour hand at a little hocus pocus with Magic. 


Available at a retailer near you or by calling 1-800-424-6234. 
Visit us on-line at: http://www.harpercollins.com/hci/index.htm 


ml HarperCollins | Interactive \ 

A Division of HarperCollinsPublishers 
Also available from YbjperCoWmsCanadaLtd 
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Pentium' OverDrive' processor up 


Pentium OverDrive processor 
now available. 

Is your PC 
stuck in the slow 
lane? A Pentium® 



OverDrive® processor can dramatically 
boost your current CPU’s performance 
and get your software really moving. 
So, if you’re not planning to move up to 
a Pentium processor-based PC just yet. 


then this is a good alternative for you. 

As our fastest single-chip processor 
upgrade, the Pentium OverDrive proces¬ 
sor is a very affordable way to upgrade 
many Intel486 T “ processor-based PCs. 








grade. Shift your PC into high gear. 


For more information, contact your 
local PC dealer. Or you can dial our 
FaxBack* number at 1-800-525-3019, 
doc. #8739; call 1-800-538-3373, 
ext. 296; or visit our Web site at 


http://www.intel.com/procs/ovrdrive/ 
to learn more. 























stuff 

PRODUCTS AND THE TRENDS 


Two lightweight contenders do some heavy roadwork 



If you’ve got a heavyweight budget, two new mem¬ 
bers of the IBM ThinkPad family of notebook PCs, 
the 760C and 760CD ($5,349-$7,449), are ready 
to go a few rounds with desktop PCs. The fully 
loaded Pentium-based 760CD boasts a 1.2-giga¬ 
byte hard drive, 8 megabytes (MB) of RAM (which 
can be upgraded to 40 MB), a 12.1-inch display 
and a 28.8-Kbps modem. Other features include 
MPEG video, a tilting keyboard, and a quad-speed 
CD-ROM drive that can be removed in favor of a 
second lithium-ion battery or hard drive. 

IBM, (800) 426-2968, (914) 765-1900. Cir¬ 
cle #411 















Hanks for the memories 

Mama probably never knew the magic of mul¬ 
timedia, but she’d likely compare Forrest 
Gump—Music, Artists and Times ($39.95, Win¬ 
dows CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) to a box 
of chocolates anyway: You never know what 
you’re going to get. You can choose from the 
music of the Gump era, video clips from the 
Oscar-winning film highlighting the tracks, 
vintage performance clips, interviews with 
many of the musicians (including Joan Baez, 

Jackson Browne and David Crosby) and back¬ 
ground on the artists. 

GTE Entertainment, (800) 483-8639, (619) 431- 
8801. Circle #412 

Anywhere I wander, anywhere I ROM 

Designed for easy installation and operation, the 
CyberMan CD ($499.95, Windows) expertly de¬ 
livers PC sound and video for people on the go. 
It’s the first portable PCMCIA CD-ROM drive to 
comply with the MPC-2 standard, and you don’t 
need to hook it up to a SCSI adapter or parallel- 
port interface. Just plug in the Type II PCMCIA 
card, load the self-installing software, and the 
double-speed CD-ROM drive is ready to support 
your favorite multimedia discs, complete with 16- 
bit wavetable sound. If you want a little traveling 
music, the CyberMan also plays audio CDs. 
PacRim, 1800) 453-7933, (602) 813-3288. Cir¬ 
cle #413 


Give Tchaikovsky’s holiday-season classic a 
’90s spin with The Nutcracker Suite CD-ROM 
($49.95, Windows, Macintosh). The animated 
adaptation features the Japan Philharmonic 
Symphony Orchestra, original art, a quiz, and 
six areas to explore, including The Story (the 
narrated tale accompanied by text), Read 
and Repeat (where kids can point-and-click 
on characters to hear them speak), and Ex¬ 
planation (background on the composer and 
his craft). 

Dynaware, (800) 280-6108, (415) 696-8333. 
Circle #414 
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Giving games a depth charge 

PC graphics take on an extra dimension with 
the 3D Blaster ($349, Windows, Windows 95) 
from Creative Labs, maker of the popular 
Sound Blaster sound cards. The 3D Blaster 
promises to bring arcade-style visuals to your 
computer screen. The Plug-and-Play-compati- 
ble add-in card enhances 486- and Pentium- 
based PCs that have a standard VESA Local 
Bus, and delivers 16-bit, 640-by-480 graphics 
for an exciting gaming environment. Want 
proof? Creative Labs invites you to start with 
the six showy CD-ROMs it includes in the kit. 

Creative Labs, (800) 998-5227, (408) 428-6600. 

Circle #415 

Stop working, and it’s all downhill 

The North American Ski Area Screen Saver 
($19.95, Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) 
provides hot shots of some of the continent’s coolest 
ski areas. The disc features 25 resorts and delivers 
vital vacation information. Just click on any resort 
name on the Windows wallpaper to call up phone 
numbers, annual snow reports, mountain statistics 
and an Internet address. A printed version of the 
SkiData Guide comes with the software, or check 
out Cylogic’s Internet site ( http://www.lu.cky- 
dog.com/skidata) for instant links to the slopes. 
Cylogic, (800) 295-6442, (206) 283-8800. Circle 
#416 




Rolling thunder 

The TrackMan Marble trackball ($99, Win¬ 
dows) puts reliability, performance and com¬ 
fort in the palm of your hand. The trackball of¬ 
fers three programmable buttons, and its 
special sensing technology replaces the con¬ 
ventional system of rollers and wheels with a 
laser-like beam. The method is designed to 
improve precision and eliminate performance 
problems caused by dust and dirt. Available 
for serial or mouse ports, the TrackMan is 
also ready for Plug-and-Play. 

Logitech, (800) 231-7717, (510) 795-8500. Cir¬ 
cle #417 
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AFTER FOUR YEARS IN THE MAKING, 

A BUDGET OF OVER FIVE MILLION 
AND THE TALENTS OF MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED INDIVIDUALS... 
THE ADVENTURE, THE FANTASY AND 
THE MAGIC IS AT HAND. 


C; tep into the mystery and the 
fj* magic of Stonekeep". As you 
traverse dark corridors, treacherous 
subterranean sewers and enter the 
realms of fairies, magic and the 
living dead, you’ll be drawn into a 
quest more powerful, more realistic 
and more consuming than anything 
you’ve ever imagined. <§> The 
detailed storyline unfolds at your 
command as you find yourself 
wielding weapons of metal and 
magic, battling disembodied foes, 
rescuing your allies and liberating 
a massive dragon from bondage. 

At stake is nothing less than your 
mortal soul. Stonekeep lives up 
to the Interplay slogan — “By 
Gamers, For Gamers.” It’s the kind 
of game we’ve always wanted to 
produce and the kind of game 
we've always wanted play. It looks 
fantastic, sounds incredible and it 
tells a great story. It's also a heck 
of a lot of fun... and after all, 


isn’t that what games 
are all about? 




An intelligent journal keeps track of characters 


BY GAMERS. FOR GAMERS.'" encountered and clues you've heard and automatically 

maps your travels. 

m 


SEE YOUR LOCAL SOFTWARE RETAILER OR 
CALL 1-800-INTERPLAY 


17922 Fitch Avenue, Irvine, CA 92714 ®l 995 Interplay Productions. Stonekeep is a trademark of Interplay Productions. All Rights Reserved. SSP2 
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Read your CDs’ on-liner notes 

With Voyager CDLink, some of your favorite 
audio CDs become multimedia extravaganzas. 
At the Web site http://www.voyagerco.com/ 
cdlink, you can merge text and images with 
your music. Scan the site for titles and artists 
in your CD collection—there’s an eclectic list 
waiting for you, including John Coltrane, the 
Beatles and Nirvana—then pop your chosen 
disc into your CD-ROM drive. Click on the title 
listed on screen, and let the music play—along 
with funky graphics, liner notes keyed to spe¬ 
cific passages, and other enhancements. 
Voyager, (800) 446-2001, (212) 431-5199. 
Circle #418 




Interplanetary craft 

The sun, the moon and the stars are all made more 
down-to-earth in Isaac Asimov’s Library of the 
Universe ($39.95 for the seven-disc series, $14.95 
each; Windows, Macintosh). The CD-ROMs ex¬ 
plore theories popularized by Asimov, considered 
by many to be the father of science fiction, in his 
numerous writings. There’s plenty that’s novel— 
and factual—about the topics covered here, which 
include supernovas, asteroids and the planetary 
path of Voyager 2. Taken together, the multimedia 
exploration leaves no moon rock unturned. 

Zane Publishing, (800) 769-3723, (214) 746- 
5555. Circle #419 


A notebook add-on (literally) 

Entering numerical data is tedious enough, but 
it’s worse if you’re using a notebook PC that 
has numbers only above the alphabet keys. 
Two new keypads are made to alleviate num¬ 
ber-crunching cramps: The Micropad 627 ($85, 
Windows) connects to your PC’s serial port; its 
pass-through interface lets you run a second 
serial device—say, a mouse—at the same time. 
The AddPoint ($120, Windows; $128, Macin¬ 
tosh) features the same keypad, plus a Glide- 
Point touchpad for easy cursor movement. 
Genovation, (800) 822-4333, (714) 833-3355. 
Circle #420 • 
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With Internet In A Box For KIDS'," you can help your children 
explore the magical world of the Internet while you protect them 
from inappropriate sites. Special software called 
SurfWatch™ blocks specific sites and unwelcome 
content. Of course, your kids won’t even notice. They’ll 
be busy visiting exciting places like FreeZonei" a 
spectacular Web community just for kids, or 
building their own home pages, e-mailing friends, 

getting homework help, or going anywhere their 
imaginations take them! For more information call 
; 1-800-557-9614, ex. 150, e-mail kboxl50@spry.com, 
or visit our Web site at www.compuserve.com. 

Choose where your kids can go on the Internet, 
then let their 


«• 




















for milk and 
kers at 133 MHz. 


The Acer" Aspire" Minitower lets me work at home, so I can 

Aspire. To Do More. 

devote time to my family and my job. For starters, it has 
a 28.8kbps fax modem 1 so my son and I can shop online 
for his favorite snacks. The Aspire is ideal for multimedia 
with its powerful five-speed CD-ROM* 

■ ^ m 

drive, AuraSound™ 3-D stereo speakers 
A few more things J C£L" rn j u— 

and accelerated graphics. And with its 

I can do with my Aspire: 

Intel" Pentium" processor 1 , Windows 95 and a 1620MB hard 
Order groceries for home delivery. 

drive 1 . Aspire is just as powerful as any PC in the office. It 
Take conference calls from my living room. 

comes preloaded with 50 software and reference titles— 
Send e-mail to my ex. 

everything from financial software to educational games. 

Do all my banking. 

And I set my Aspire up in less than five minutes. ACE, the 

Pay my income taxes online. 

Acer Computer Explorer, organizes all the software so even my 
And cruise around the Internet. 

six-year-old can point and click to find what he needs. Aspire 
looks smart. Is smart. And it helps me juggle a busy schedule. 


For the location of the Acer Aspire dealer nearest you, call 
1-800-529-ACER. Or visit us on the World Wide Web at 
http://www.acer.com/aac/ 











f.CucKAR' 


Nothing Short of Incredible 


...incredible images make ClickArt, well... ClickArt. We won’t settle for anything short 
of incredible, and neither should you. 

Now our best selling Incredible Image Pak 1 ' 1 has exploded into an astounding new 
collection of 25,000 unique, high quality ClickArt images. Yes, 25,000! And, as if that were 
not incredible enough, we’re including a bonus collection of 1,000 ClickArt fonts - FREE! 

Nobody knows more about quality and ClickArt than we do. After all, we invented it. And 
for over 10 years, T/Maker® and ClickArt® have made it easy to find the right image for your 
message by offering more of the highest-quality, totally compatible, totally useful images than 
any other brand. 

Your newsletters will look better. Your proposals will have more punch. Even your memos 
will be more memorable. In fact, any document or presentation will get a good 
swift click when you add ClickArt. 


CALL 1»800*9»TMAKER 

for the name of your nearest ClickArt retailer or for more 
information about the Incredible Image Pak 25,000. 


0ClickART 


Make It Click. 



Mam sxaoaaa a 


D SN0UVlN3S3Hd 3! 


© 1995 T/Maker Company, 1390 Villa St. Mountain View, CA 94041 USA Fax 809-9-TMAKER. Incredible Image Pak is a trademark of T/Maker. ClickArt and T/Maker are registered trademarks of T/Maker Company. 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 15- 
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stand in line; go on-line instead. 

Shopping on the Internet and 
Beyond! ($19.99) will help you 
sniff out savings on everything 
from perfume (can you 
turn up your nose at 40 
percent off Shalimar?) to 
coffee (check out steaming 
deals on Amaretto Royale 
and Viennese Cinnamon at 
The Baltimore Coffee & 
Tea Company). The 1,000 
entries feature company 
and product descriptions, 
electronic addresses, and 
price ranges (including 
shipping fees). 

The guide even offers a few 
bargains of its own: “Exclusive 
Deal” coupons worth more than 
$3,000 are scattered throughout, 
making it the definitive hand¬ 
book for cybermall-rats around 
the world. 

The Coriolis Group, (800) 
410-0192, (602) 483-0192. Cir¬ 
cle #405 


Bargain Matinee shows PC movies 

If you love big-screen enter¬ 
tainment, $199 will get you 
into the Matinee—a 64-bit PCI 
multimedia-accelerator card 
that provides sizzling graph¬ 
ics and full-motion, VCR-quali- 
ty video. 

Matinee supports MPEG, 
AVI, Indeo and CinePak video 
formats, and it 
lets you view 
MPEG videos at 
up to 30 frames 
per second (a 


Call it Good Mousekeeping 

“Expert Selected, Kid Tested, 
and Parent Approved.” That’s 
the promise KidSoft makes for 
KidSoft Select, a series of chil¬ 
dren’s CD-ROM favorites now 
priced at just $12.99 each. 

The first batch of KidSoft 
Select titles, which are pre¬ 
sented under the Good House¬ 
keeping magazine banner, in¬ 
cludes previously released 
Windows 3.1 and DOS pro¬ 
grams from a variety of manu¬ 
facturers. Each disc meets 
standards for quality and en¬ 
tertainment and educational 
value; all programs chosen for 
the series were evaluated by a 
select panel of teachers, kids 
and parents, who believe chil¬ 
dren not only will love the 
software, but will learn from 
it, too. 

The inaugural list of 35 ti¬ 
tles, sold exclusively in soft¬ 
ware and toy stores, includes 
Bug Adventure, Gus Goes to 
Cybertown and The Incredible 
Toon Machine. 

KidSoft, (800) 354-6150, 
(408) 255-3434. Circle #404 


Net worth: shop (and save) on-line 

Everyone loves a bargain this 
time of year—it’s the crowds we 
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Pentium processor is recom¬ 
mended for the smoothest 
playback), with options to re¬ 
size the picture and zoom 
in and out. The card holds 1 
megabyte (MB) of DRAM (up¬ 
gradable to 2 MB). 

You can check out your PC’s 
enhanced performance with 
an included CD-ROM, which 
features Multimedia Shake¬ 
speare: As You Like It and Mul¬ 
timedia Space Explorer. 

A laris, (800) 317-2348, (510) 
770-5700. Circle #406 

$99 makes Power Mac chipper 

Power Macintosh owners who 
feel a need for more speed but 
don’t want to cash in their 
chips might find an affordable 
answer in Speed Doubler. 

Developed by Con- 
nectix, which makes 
the popular memory 
enhancer RAM Doub¬ 
ler, Speed Doubler 
($99) emulates a pro¬ 
cessor upgrade, but 
delivers its benefits at 
a much lower price. 

The Speed Doubler 
examines how your 
Power Mac uses its 
RAM and allocates a 
share for the disk 
cache, where RAM is 
set aside to store in¬ 
formation recently 
read from the hard drive. If the 
data is needed again, it’s re¬ 
trieved from the RAM much 
more quickly than it would be 
from the hard drive. 

The Speed Doubler emulator 
also acts like a 680X0 proces¬ 
sor, helping older programs— 
which tend to be sluggish on the 
Power Mac—run with more 
pep. And it accelerates the 
Mac’s Finder feature, letting 
you copy several files at once, or 



Top of the Charts 

The best-selling software for multimedia 
PCs and Macintosh systems 

Education 

O Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing 

. Mindscape 

O Math Blaster: In Search of Spot 

. Davidson 

0 Disney's Animated StoryBook: The Lion King 

O SimTown* 

. Maxis 

0 3 Ft. 6 Pak 

O Reader Rabbit 1 

. The Learning Company 

O Where in the World Is Carmen Sandiego? 

. Broderbund Software 

O Bodyworks" 

O The Aladdin Activity Center 

© Fun To Learn* 

. Mien,Mar! 

Games 

o 

0 Flight 
Q Myst 

o ~ 

0 NASCAR Racing 
0 Ultimate Doom Thy Flesh 
0 Dark Forces 

O Star Trek: The Next Generation “A Final Unity” 

... Spectrum HoloByte 

O Doom II 

0 Links Pro* 

Personal productivity 

Q Quicken CD-ROM for Windows 
A Quicken Deluxe CD-ROM for Windows 


| MechWarrior 2 


Sofia,ar 
On-I.irr 


O' 

0 Quicken Family Lawyer 

0 3-D Home Architect* 

. Broderbund Software 

O Street Atlas USA 

. DeLorme Mapping 

O PrintMaster Gold CD Bonus Pack 

. Micrologic 

O Automap Road Atlas* 

© Family Tree Maker Deluxe 

. Banner Blue Software 

Source: PC Data (for August 1995) "First time on charts 
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Ever wonder how Santa finds your house? 

We understand he uses the new DeLorme Street Atlas USA® 3.0 and Phone Search USA™ 
to find and map the homes of the naughty and nice. He can search through over 80 million 
US home and business listings, import selected listings into Street Atlas USA 3.0 and map 
their locations—down to street address level! Get these extraordinary tools for all the nice 
people on your list — it’s the most searching and locating power available! 



Incredible 

Street Atlas USA 3.0 

• A seamless street map of all 50 states on one CD-ROM 

• Street address search power 

• Add symbols and map notes with ease 

• E-mail map files to other Version 3.0 users 


Phone Search USA 

• Search by name, telephone number or business type 

• Search nationwide or limit to state, city or ZIP Code 

• Export unlimited listings to other applications 

• Phone data supplied by Database America Companies 




Use these remarkable tools together to: 

• Find hotels for business trips 

• Locate potential customers by city or ZIP Code 

• Map out your errands or delivery stops 

• Locate long-lost friends and relatives 

• Pinpoint prospective employers 

• Save on Directory Assistance charges 

• Help Rudolph out in a jam 

• And much more! 




P.O. Box 298-204 Freeport, ME 04032 
1-800-452-5931-204, Fax: 1-800-575-2244 
Ordering info http://www.delorme.com 

Street Atlas USA 3.0 and Phone Search USA are available at your favorite software retailer, or direct from DeLorme 
at $79 each (plus $5 shipping and handling per order). (Prices subject to change.) Write to the address above or call 
or fax toll free! American Express, Discover, MasterCard or Visa welcome. 
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single files in half the usual time. 

Connectix, (800) 950-5880, 
(415) 571-5100. Circle #407 

OS/2 users deserve a break today 

Who says it’s no fun using 
OS/2 Warp these days? Sure, 
the PC operating system lags 
far behind Windows in sales 
and software developers’ at¬ 
tention—all the more reason 
for IBM to give the folks who 
like the system a 
break. Enter the 
OS/2 Warp Family 
FunPak CD-ROM, 
which packs 12 di¬ 
verting OS/2 pro¬ 
grams on one disc 
for only $49.95. 

Entertainment, 
reference, educa¬ 
tion and finance titles join 
perennial favorites SimCity 
and Blackjack on the CD-ROM. 
You’ll also find In Charge at 
Home, a finance manager; 
Magic Canvas, a children’s 
paint program; the American 
Heritage Dictionary, with more 
than 50,000 words; and Rapid 
Assault, an arcade-style game. 

IBM, (800) 426-3333, (914) 
765-1900. Circle #408 

Free vaccine for Windows 95 virus 

Before you install Windows 95 
on your PC, you can save your¬ 
self potential grief by taking 
advantage of a free anti-virus 
scan utility from Symantec, 
maker of the best-selling 
Norton Antivirus utility. 

Microsoft has confirmed that 
“Install Disk #2,” which is part 
of the floppy-disk version of 
Windows 95, can become cor- 



Top of the Charts 


CD-ROM 


0 Windows 95 Upgrade* 

. Microsoft 

Q Microsoft Plus* 

. Microsoft 

0 MechWarrior 2 

O Myst 

■ . 

Dark Forces 


0 Phantasmagoria* 


0 Flight Simulator 


0 NASCAR Racing 

. Virgin Interactive 

A Star TTek: The Next Generation “A Final Unity” 

. Spectrum HoloByte 

0 Ultimate Doom Thy Flesh 


Macintosh education 


A Disney’s Animated StoryBook: The Lion King 

" . Disney Interactive 

0 Buried in Time 

0 SimTown 

. Maxis 

0 Kid Pix Studio 

.Broderbund Software 

Where in the World Is Carmen Sandiego? 

^ . Broderbund Software 

0 Mario Teaches Typing 

. Interplay 

0 The Aladdin Activity Center 


0 The Way Things Work 

. DK Multimedia 

0 A.D.A.M. The Inside Story 

. A.D.A.M. Software 

0 Bodyworks* 


Macintosh games 

0 Dungeon Master II* 

Doom II* 

. Interplay 

. GT Interactive 

0 Dark Forces 


0 Myst 

0 Top Ten Pak 


Macintosh personal productivity 

A 3000 Mega Clip Art Pack 

^ . Nova Development 

Quicken 

0 1500 Font Mega Pack 

. . Intuit 

■... Interplay 

A Print Shop Deluxe CD Ensemble 

0 Print Shop Deluxe 

Broderbund Software 

Source: PC Data (for August 1995) 

* First time on charts 
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The computer pointing device that's an extension of your brain, not your arm. 
As easy to install as a mouse. More accurate than a trackball. The product of 
letwork research, and the end of repetitive 
drag, tap. Now you're using your head. For 
call 1-800-223-6433 


PC and Mac versions available. 

The Touche Touch Pad is available at: in Canada: 


eight years of neural r 
motion risk. Point, 
information, 



MsDuff 



COHlPUCEnTRE 









best 


rupted during installation on 
computers that have been infect¬ 
ed with a boot-sector virus. 

Although the virus 
doesn’t seem to be 
widespread or par¬ 
ticularly destruc¬ 
tive, it does render 
the floppy disk use¬ 
less; you must then 
mail the damaged 
disk back to Micro¬ 
soft to be replaced. 
But if you don’t get 
rid of the virus, the 
replacement disk is 
just as vulnerable to 
attack as the origi¬ 
nal disk. 

Symantec offers 
the scan on its bulletin board 
(503-484-6699), its Internet ftp 
site (ftp.symantec.com) , and in 
its forums on commercial on-line 
services including America 
Online, CompuServe and The 
Microsoft Network. Look for the 
file named navscanz.exe ; it takes 
just a few minutes to download 
the file and let it scan your PC. 
You’ve got nothing to lose— 
except one potential nuisance in 
your Windows 95 upgrade. 

Symantec, (800) 441-7234, 
(408) 253-9600. Circle #409 

A low price to reach hired ground 

Anyone who’s hunting for a job 
soon learns that a well-orga¬ 
nized, eye-catching resume 
and cover letter can get you 
in the door, while sharp inter¬ 
view skills can help you land 
the job. Now, thanks to the 
updated ResumeMaker Deluxe 
($39.95, Windows CD-ROM), 
your PC can show you how to 
put your best foot forward— 
without forking over your first 


office, leads you to more than 
200 sample resumes and 
cover letters for positions 
from salesperson to school¬ 
teacher, as well as thank-you 
and follow-up notes. The ca¬ 
reer planner is designed to as¬ 
sess your abilities and style, 
then match your talents with 
one or more of the 3,000 jobs 
described in the program. 

Once you’ve made up your 
mind about where to apply, 
the Winning Edge Workshop 
exercises your communica¬ 
tion skills; you’ll field com¬ 
mon interview questions, see 
interviewing do’s and don’ts, 
practice salary negotiation, 
and review tips on job hunt¬ 
ing and career planning. 

Once you’ve got a career 
goal and a desk full of classi¬ 
fied ads, employ the Contact 
Manager section to sort 
through the clutter—it can 



help you schedule interviews, 
maintain a database of com¬ 
pany names and addresses, 
and more. 



month’s salary to do it. 

The opening screen, which 
looks like a career counseling 


Individual Software, (800) 
331-3313, (510) 734-6767. 
Circle #410 • 
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Forrest Gump 
Music, Artists 
and Times 


Forrest 

GUlBP Music. Artists 
iWiTinies 



He ran through a generation 
and took us with him. 

Now follow Forrest on your 
own computer to a time when 
a disk was something your dog 
caught in mid-air, a hard drive was 
that road trip in your van to Wood- 
stock, and everyone was user- 
friendly. It was a time for music 
- music that rocked the world. 

Forrest Gump - Music, 
Artists and Times is three CD- 
ROMs full of exclusive inter- 



See archival concert footage, plus over 30 artists, 
like David Crosby, talk about the music and times. 

views with over 30 artists, like 
Jackson Browne, Joan Baez and 
Brian Wilson. Plus, archival concert 
footage, movie clips, and a historical 
timeline of the events that inspired the music. 

With all of this, you don’t just ( 
watch it, you live it. Run out and 
get yours today. Or order direct by 
calling 800-GTE-TODAY. 

Discover the era through movie dips and a 
historical timeline brought to life with music. 1 


Entertainment 













Tons. Bunches. 


(Somewhere in these 9,000 software titles, 
could someone please find the thesaurus?) 


You can find everything you 
could ever want in the veritable 
the myriad, the more- 
than-ample amounts of 
software for Macintosh' 
computers—includinR 
exact right word. 

Lots of software. Almost more 
than you can count. (Unlessyou use 

one of the 220 math titles.) 

Multimedia entertainment titles. 
Games. Reference titles chock-full of 
information. Powerful home office pro¬ 
grams for the entrepreneur. And if you’re 
looking for away to bring learning home, 
you should know that the Macintosh is in 
more schools than any other computer. 
So lots of educational programs are devel¬ 
oped for the Mac” and not Windows. 


It’s good to know that the computer that takes you to the moon 
or the depths of the Pacific can also help you navigate the 
October sales forecast. Pictured here, the Petforma" 6200. 

Running software on a Macintosh. 

As easy as 1,2,3. 

Many Macintosh computers come 
with an integrated CD-ROM drive and all 
the basic software pre-installed. Right out 
of the box, you can run all sorts of exciting 
multimedia titles and other software - 
and get on the Internet, no problem. Plus, 
all the software designed for the Mac 
basically works the same way. So 
whether you’re looking for 


Carmen Sandiego" or trying to 
locate anotherword for “a large amount,” 
you’re dealing with the same intuitive 
user-friendly interface. Tb see a few of the 
diverse software titles available for the 
Mac, turn the page. And put the power of 
the world’s easiest computer to work for 
your family. The power to be your best! 

Macintosh « 


You, a Mac, the world. 



































mngDome 
Pa room full of 

software 


From entertainment and home learning, to reference and home office, you’ll find the hottest, 
most helpful software titles available for your family Macintosh right here. After taking advantage 
of the hot holiday deals in this special advertising section from Apple, why not visit us online 
for deals on over 100 more titles? Beginning November 1, point your web browser 
to http://www.consumer.apple.com. 


You, a Mac, the world!" 














We’ve made saving on 
software easier than ever. 


Thumb through the following pages and you’ll see some of the most popular software titles available for 
your Apple® Macintosh® Performa® computer. Look closely, and you’ll quickly discover that you can bring home 
a bargain on each and every one of them this holiday season. 


All of the tides inside include mail-in rebates, premium offers, or special deals that are good on purchases you 
make at retail* So after browsing through the tides inside (or the complete listing online), simply stop by your 
local authorized Apple retailer. After all, shopping at your Apple retailer is the best way to get the software you 
want today—and the only way to take advantage of the deals inside! Check out the back of this special advertising 
section for the name of one near you. 

How can you bring home a bargain? 

Once you’ve purchased your favorite tides, 
complete and return the redemption coupon near 
the back of this special advertising section along with 
your proof(s) of purchase. 

Why not jump inside and take a look around? 

We’re sure you’ll find the software you’re looking 
for, and probably discover a few new ones along the 
way. To help you quickly identify software features 
you may be looking for, watch for these symbols: 

New product Power Madntosh®-native application 

Update or upgrade with new features and functionality 

Want to know more? 

A complete listing of deals on more than 100 software titles will be available online starting November 1. 

Point your web browser to http://www.consumer.apple.com. Or stop by eWorld™ Apple’s own online 
community; use the shortcut “ACC” then click the “Apple Expo” button. 


Each of the software titles inside is placed into categories, so it’s 
quick and easy to find exactly what you’re lookingfor. 


Home Learning 


These education titles are so much fun, your kids will get 
excited about learning! 


Lifestyle/Reference 


Everything you ever wanted to know about travel, cooking, 
gardening, home improvements, and more! 


Home Entertainment 


Take a look at what’s hot and what’s cool in home entertainment 
with the latest in multimedia CD-ROMs and software games. 


Home Office 


Whether you run a business out of your home or simply want to 
manage your personal finances, you’ll get it all done with time to 
spare using these productivity solutions. 


* 

Mac OS 


While you’re shopping, be sure to look for the Mac OS symbol. Software packages (as well as printers and other peripherals) bearing 
this mark run on the Mac OS, the friendliest operating system in the world, found in Macintosh and all Mac-compatible computers. 


•All offers good only in the United States andfar purchases made at retail Nov. 1,1995, through,Jan. 31,1996. Please allow eight to ten weeks for delivery. Complete terms and conditions 
























Home Learning 


Active Mind Series 





A world where learning comes to life. 

The Active Mind Series™ is an innovative line of educational software that motivates children to \ 
develop essential learning skills. The Playroom® provides children ages 3-6 with an enjoyable intro¬ 
duction to letters and numbers. James Discovers Math™ introduces kids ages 3-6 to basic math - 

through 10 skill-building activities. Math Workshop™ makes it fun for children ages 6-10 to practice and improve compu¬ 
tation and problem-solving skills. Dynamic learning environments rich in graphics, sound, and animation fuel children’s 
imaginations and broaden their knowledge. 



Workshop 


► Encourages active learning 

► Developed in conjunction with educational specialists 

► Provides progressive levels of challenge and hours of learning fun 


Technology & Learning Award of Excellence, 19S 
Seal of Approval from the National Parenting Cei 


Sesame Street: Let’s Make a Word! by Creative Wonders 

Championing early reading skills. 





LET S MAKE A V^ORD/ 1 


After preschoolers learn their letters, they’re ready for Let’s Make a Word!™ Children ages 
3-6 join their favorite Sesame Street® characters on the set of the “Let’s Make a Word!” gam p 
show, hosted by the lovable Guy Smiley, to create 24 different word activity combinations. Kids 
choose from six different Muppet “word experts”-who each play a unique game—and four 
different environments-where they’ll develop early reading skills. 

► Provides motivation and positive feedback 


• The most popular children’s educational tid 




game show-starring Guy Smiley. 


Receive Sesame Street Numbers (*39 value) wi 
Let’s Make a Word proof of-■--* 


Kid Works Deluxe 





Build your child’s creative skills. 

Kid Works Deluxe™ is the all-new way for children ages 4-9 to maximize their creativity and imagination through writing 
and painting. Combining a word-processor and full-feature paint program into one kit, Kid Works Deluxe helps kids create 
their very own illustrated stories, poems, journals, and more. The program will even read their 
stories aloud, in a variety of fun voices or in the child’s own voice! 




► Create multimedia projects with words, pictures, and sounds 
"•Includes over 650 images and 100 sound effects 
• Printable color illustrations and stories 



The Way Things Work byDKMuiumedia 

| [DAV^MACAULA^Ji A “mammoth” guide to machines. 

The Way Things Work is based on David Macaulay’s best-selling book, which has sold more than three million copies. This 
multimedia masterpiece describes 200 machines in detail and also includes a “Who’s Who of Inventors,” an “Inventor’s Workshop,” 
and 20 humorous “Mammoth Movies” starring David Macaulay’s famous woolly mammoth. Appropriate for ages 8 and up. 


| WJ 
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Home Learning 



















JumpStart Kindergarten by Knowledge Adventure, Inc. 

Get a head start on education. 


4 ! 'Ifc 


Children ages 4-6 delight as Mr. Hopsalot, a cartoon bunny, helps them tell time, identify upper- and lower-case letters, rhyme 
words, match shapes, understand prepositions, recognize numbers, and sort objects that are either alike or different. Songs that 
teach the ABCs, anatomy, and animals can also be listened to on a home audio CD player. Creativity is inspired with an imbedded 
paint program that features printable screens—which can be colored on-screen or by hand. 

‘■Introduces and reinforces kindergarten-level curriculum 

► Researched and developed under the direction of kindetgarten teachers 

► Includes “Bill's Guarantee promising customer delight or a foil refond 


Thinkin’ Things Collection 1 & 2 

Tools and toys to strengthen kids’ thinking. 

The Thinkin’ Things Collections help children build critical-thinking, memo¬ 
ry, creativity, and other essential learning skills. The highly acclaimed Thinkin’ 
Things Collection 1 offers kids ages 4-8 six fun-filled activities that encourage 
experimentation, investigation, and creativity—while fostering self¬ 
esteem. Thinkin’ Things Collection 2 uses five innovative activities 
to challenge kids ages 6-12 to strengthen observation and analy¬ 
sis, improve visual and auditory memory, develop spatial aware¬ 
ness, and advance creativity. 

► Unique grow slides increase level of difficulty 
■•Both challenge and inspire young minds 


Putt”Putt Saves The Zoo byHumongpusEntertainment 

Find the baby animals in time to open the zoo. 

In Putt-Putt® Saves The Zoo™ join Putt-Putt and Pep as they help Outback A1 get ready to open the Cartown Zoo. There’s so 
much to do: the bridge is out, zoo chow’s running low, and six different baby animals are missing! Using secret click points, kids 
ages 3-8 can play ice hockey with a polar bear, make a bridge out of 
icebergs, send Putt-Putt and Pep swinging on vines over rivers filled 
with alligators, and more. 

► Rich feature film-quality animation 
►More than 25,000 hand-drawn frames of animation 

► More than 500 secret dick points 

► 90 minutes of original music 

Receive Putt-Putt’s Night Before Christmas book and audio tape (*9.95 value) 
with your Putt-Putt Saves The Zoo proof of purchase. Offer requires *3 shipping 


Student Writing Center by The Learning Company 

Hassle-free desktop publishing. 


This best-selling writing and publishing program makes it easy for students ages 10 and up to create reports, newsletters, 
journals, letters, and signs. It automatically formats bibliographies, and includes a spell checker, a thesaurus, and a journal with 
password protection. It’s award-winning software that helps children design their own documents—while building their self¬ 
esteem and improving their creative thinking. 

- Five pieformatted document types 

- Easy access, online writing and grammar tips 






















Dr. Seuss’s ABC t 





Dr. Seuss’s extraordinary world comes to life. 

“A” is for amazing alphabet. “B” is for beginning readers. “C” is for clicking on curious characters. The magic of 
Dr. Seuss’s Beginner Book comes to life in this new addition to the popular Living Books® line of interactive stories 
on CD-ROM. More than 500 alphabetically inspired surprises, hidden within 26 pages, help children make the connection 
between words and sounds. Children ages 3-7 love to learn with the distinctive Seuss style of humor, rhyme, 
and animation. 





•A’page of Dr. Seuss’s ABC 


Pocahontas Animated Storybook 

A story waiting for you to make it happen. 





Children ages 3-8 enter Pocahontas’ world and share her adventures, as she romps with Meeko and Flit and boldly saves 
Captain John Smith. Quality animation, created by Disney’s Feature Animation artists, adds to the realism as children explore 
Native American and setder communides, a 17th-century sailing ship, and other beautiful environments. 

The story is enhanced by four challenging games that build essential thinking skills, multiple playing 
levels to challenge new and experienced players, surprise animation for kids to discover on every page, 
and an Action Dictionary that lets kids see words defined with amusing animation. 



rfSSSSS 


Oregon Thiil II byMECC 

Challenge the unpredictable Western frontier. 

The perennial favorite of kids nationwide is now even better! Oregon Trail II is an award-winning interactive, multimedia 
virtual adventure that lets kids ages 10 and up become pioneers traveling westward through time. Set from 1840-1860, Oregon 
Trail II features three action-packed levels of play, digitized characters that offer advice, 3-D rendered towns and forts, video 
dips that provide users with a sense of the trail, realistic hunting for survival, and more. Give your kids an action- 
packed adventure of a lifetime. 

► Develops problem-solving and critical-thinking skills 




kS by Apple Home Learning 


Makes learning to read and write fun. 


WiggleWorks™ is the classroom-proven software that’s made it fun for thousands of children ages 3-8 to learn to read 
and write. It stimulates children’s creativity while it teaches basic skills. Designed in partnership with Scholastic Inc., the 
leading educational publisher, it builds confidence at home-so kids have a head start in school. Its colorful characters and 
stories involve children and sustain their curiosity about words. And each story pack con¬ 
tains three stories, as well as activities that hold children’s attention. 

► Helps kids learn the basics of reading and writing 


I Educational Media Network, 1995 
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Get Ready For School, Charlie Brown! by Virgin Sound and Vision 

An interactive Peanuts learning adventure. 





Where’s Waldo? At The Circus 


Spend a fun-filled school day learning new words, spelling, and reading! Kids ages 4-8 enjoy classic television-style 
animation and original character voices as they learn through real-life situations and environments. Games and activities 
bring Snoopy’s 1,000-word interactive picture dictionary to life, and kids can use Snoopy’s dictionary to look up words 
found in the games. The dictionary includes definitions and sample sentences read aloud by 
your favorite characters, plus over 1,000 classic comic snips created by Charles M. Schulz. 

►Vocabulary words, compiled by educators 
► Seven fun learning games and real-life environments reinforce learning 
►Three difficulty levels 



by WamerActive 




Kids learn with the greatest of ease. 

Waldo’s unique search-and-find approach teaches your child basic problem-solving skills using mathematical concepts. 
Senor Piccalilli, the Circus Ringmaster, needs your child’s help in finding Waldo. Piccalilli, Waldo, and your child must save 
the big circus show by finding the ringmaster’s magic golden whistle. After children find Waldo, they embark on 
a journey filled with fun and challenging learning exercises in different circus 
areas. As each area is completed, Waldo and your child collect the clues that 
will locate the missing whistle and save the circus! 

► More than 20 educational exercises, each featuring five levels of difficulty, for ages 4-9 
tes in all key areas 

Captivating animation and brilliant 25fkolor graphics 



GeoBee by The National Geographic Society 

Test and improve your geographic knowledge. 


a; .'•/» 



Everyone’s buzzing about GeoBee™—the new software game from The National Geographic Society. Featuring brain teasers 
drawn from the giant database of questions from the National Geography Bee, GeoBee brings all the fun, and nail-biting tension, 
of that national contest to your computer screen. Introduced by Alex Trebek, host and moderator of TV’s “Jeopardy!," the game test 
the geographic knowledge of up to four players at a time. Players must advance through three levels of difficulty to win the game. 
GeoBee’s thousands of questions cover all aspects of world geography. 




The Beer Hunter 





Serving the beer connoisseur. 

Join the North American beer renaissance with renowned English beer expert Michael Jackson. The Beer Hunter highlights the 
richness and diversity of the recent micro brewery revival in the United States, putting a wealth of information at the beer enthusi¬ 
ast’s fingertips. Learn what qualities distinguish Michael Jackson’s 24 favorite American beers and ales in MJ’s 
Top 24 list. Search for brews by region, style, fermentation, color, and taste. The Beer Hunter also includes a 
section on the art of brewing, with tips on ingredients, equipment, and procedures needed for making 
great beer at home. 

► Authoritative history of the art of brewing in text, photographs, and video clips 

► Complete guide to US. micro breweries 

► Includes Michael Jackson’s top 24 brews, and where to find them 
s to take on beer hunts 


(■9.99 value) Wi 




























TIME Almanac ’95 bySoftKey 



A multimedia journey through TIME. 


Now you can relive the greatest triumphs and tragedies of the 20th century. Witness the bombing of the World Trade 
Center in New York, the signing of the Mideast Peace Accord, and the election of Nelson Mandela in South Africa. Meet the 
heroes and villains of history as you explore the past—decade by decade—simply by clicking on the topics 
which interest you. Review hundreds of photos, maps, and videos, plus thousands of riveting first¬ 
hand accounts of the century’s most important events. 

►Includes every TIME* article published from January 1989 through January 1995 

► Over 400 tables and charts from U.S Statistical Abstracts 

► Features the complete 1994 CIA World Factbook 



Blockbuster Video Guide to Movies and Videos by Creative Multimedia CS2* 




The only monthly movie guide with monthly electronic updates. 

Whether you’re a serious film buff or looking for just the right movie, this product is the ideal, up-to-date entertainment 
guide for the whole family. Get the scoop on how a movie rates with the critics in our comprehensive review section. 

Take a tour through the great movie genres. Step behind the scenes and learn all about your 
favorite actors. Find movies by tide, actor or actress, director, MPAA rating, 

Academy Award® winners, genre, and much more. 

* Select your favorite movie from over 21,000 tides 

► 5,000 photographs and 40 video dips 

► Features 4,000 biographies and videographics 

► Discover over 65 years of Academy Award winners 


Mayo Clinic Family Health 1996 Edition by Nl Publishing Inc. NEW £^^0 



Your comprehensive health reference. 

Mayo Clinic,® a world leader in health care and medicine, and M Publishing present the newest version of the best-selling 
health CD-ROM, Mayo Clinic Family Health. Because your family’s health is your most important investment, Mayo Clinic Family 
Health now allows you to keep records of your family’s medical histories. It also provides a gateway into a Global Health 
Community online, direct from the CD-ROM. You’ll find frets and multimedia illustrations of more than 
1,000 medical conditions, and topics include prevention, life cycles, common 
symptoms, 911 emergency, and much more. 

► Free Internet navigator induded for access to online health community 

► Drug Reference allows you to check information and interaction on over 3,000 drugs 

► Poison Guide lets you see common household poisons through the eyes of a child 







Great American Cooking tyMuincomPublishing 





Mouthwatering redpes from across the country. 

Featuring over 500 recipes, this delightfully interactive CD-ROM culinary guide simmers with multimedia features that help 
you become a cooking and meal planning expert, including essential step-by-step instructions that guide you through each 
recipe. With more than 125 helpful cooking videos, plus nutrition information, printable shopping lists, meal planning tools, 
and a powerful yet simple-to-use recipe finder, you’ll never cook the same way again! 



►Features beautiful photographs throughout 


you to your finished dish. 























Encyclopedia Of The 20th Century by Vicarious, Inc. 




live and relive the defining moments of our times. 

Narrated by the captivating James Earl Jones, Our Times™ is the fun and fascinating way to learn about 20th-century 
world affairs, science and technology, politics, sports, cultural trends, and art. Based on the best-selling book—and cross- 
referenced with The Columbia Encyclopedia, Fifth Edition— Our Times provides infor¬ 
mation on topics both within and beyond the 20th century. A robust search engine and 
over 65,000 hypertext links provide easy access to vast amounts of informa- 
on. With over 52,000 articles, eight million words, 2,500 images, charts, 
maps and graphs, 120 minutes of narration, and inndepth video docu¬ 
mentaries, Our Times is the ideal reference source. 


• Kids will be immersed in 20th-century history 

• Students can easily access information to create r 

• Families come together to live 





Home Repair Encyclopedia 


by Books That Work 


■ ,'l jbf 


Meet your interactive handyman. 

Home Repair Encyclopedia gives you the confidence to tackle do-it-yourself projects—while saving time and money! Built with 
multimedia guides and detailed instructions to keep your home running smoothly, it features built-in software calculators that 
take the guesswork out of selecting and estimating your building materials. It also offers expert advice, helpful hints, detailed 
reference guides, illustrated animations, and diagrams, as well as cross-linked explanations. 


s, illustrated with ani 

► Includes tips Horn the pros 

► Powerful search feature lets you find answers quickly 



Home Entertainment 


Marathon 2: Durandal 

Bj The captivating adventure continues. 

The designers of the award-winning action adventure game Marathon have unleashed their i 





stunning creation 

yet, Marathon 2: Durandal. Fresh from your triumph on the starship Marathon, you are seized by the rogue com¬ 
puter Durandal and forced to do his bidding in a distant part of the galaxy. Within the ruins of an ancient civiliza¬ 
tion, you must seek the remnants of a lost clan and uncover their long-buried secrets. 

I Whether you choose first-person action or network play, the outdoor and underwater 
environments, ambient sounds, and widescreen format will immerse you in the action. 




Hi your Marathon 2 proof of purchase. 


Absolute Zero 


by Domark Software, Inc. 




Forget winning; think survival. 

An alien invasion from the once-dormant core of Europa has instantly transformed your peaceful 
i mining colony into a war zone. In order to mount a defense, you must first figure out how t 
I vert your mining machinery—hovercraft, maglocks, fuel stations, and more—into weapons of war. 
Fly up to 30 missions in three different arenas of war: space, surface, and subterranean areas. 

. To conquer the attacking aliens, you’ll have seven characters, 

I seven vehicles, and 13 weapons systems at your disposal. Now, 

I it’s just a matter of surviving. 



CD soundtrack 
on-screen simultaneously 
i different vehicles with 13 different weapons systems 



Think quick! Your colony's being attacked. 























Offer Code 186 
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Doom II by GT Interactive 




The game you’ve been waiting for. 

Take a deep breath; the fiendish monsters and vicious slime of Doom n™ are here to challenge you to all-new, heart-pounding 
combat. This version of the megahit contains every one of the 30 fiercest, most action-packed levels, plus 3-D texture-mapped 
graphics—with four times the resolution of the PC version! For even more thrills, Doom II comes with complete networking 
capabilities for Mac-to-PC and Mac-to-Mac play, including AppleTalk.® Available on CD-ROM 
or 3 t" diskette. Appropriate for ages 17 and up. 

- Integrated Macintosh interface with customizable keys, standard Mac menu commands, 
and other options 

► Direct WAD File Support to download all the “home-brew” Doom™ levels available online 

- Sharper graphics than ever with increased resolution-up to 640 x 400 pixels 


F/A-18 Hornet 2.0 by Graphic Simulations Q new ES3 



Fly the dangerous skies. 


Each mission takes you deep into a new conflict in the Middle East, flying against the newest technology and the best-trained 
pilots the enemies of freedom can produce. Voice messages guide you during aiibase/carrier operations and provide crucial air 
combat information. Use your APT-65 radar system and Radar Warning Receiver to stay aware; fire off your M6l Vulcan cannon 
Sidewinder and AMRAAM missiles for air-to-air defenses. Laser-guided bombs or HARM and Maverick Missiles 
provide the most effective and destructive air-to-ground ordnance available. 

► Connect up to four computers via AppleTalk network for multiple-player action 
(additional purchase required) 

from the ground and the air keep you constantly aware 


Offer Code 195 

Dark Forces by LueasArtsEntertainment Company 


<■': y'tm 



All-out war in the Star Wars universe. 

Behind a veil of secrecy, the evil Empire is creating a doomsday army—one that, if completed, will become the final cog in the 
Empire’s arsenal of terror and domination. Your mission? Join the rebel Alliance’s covert operations division, infiltrate the Empire, 
then batde every man and machine the Imperial Forces can muster. Search a vast 
galaxy for clues and attack enemy bases—all in a desperate attempt to stop 
the activation of this fearsome new weapon. 

► Use 10 lethal weapons to fight 20 types of enemies 
- Explore the richly detailed Star Wars universe 

► Fully interactive environments 


jet up close and personal with stormtroopers. 



Offer Code 218 

Descent byMacPlay ^jl 



Hold onto your seat.. .and your lunch. 

This mind-boggling, action-packed shoot ’em up by MacPlay™ will have you blasting your way 
through a galaxy of 30 mind-bending, stomach-churning, robot-infested levels. Be warned: These crea¬ 
tures learn quickly, adjusting their tactics based on your actions. Featuring eyeball-bulging 3-D worlds 
with light-source shading, texture mapping, directional sound effects, and sizzling music, Descent® 
takes technology and excitement to a shattering new level. Up becomes down and then up 
again, with true 360-degree gameplay. 

► Multi-player action with eight-player network and tournament mode, and two-player head-to-head 
modem support to play Mac-to-Mac or Mac-to-PC 

- The only game of its kind with a full 360-degree 3-D i 
Muld-directional sound effects and blazing musical scores 

► #1 on the Internet Top 100 Games list for eight months 













SimTower by Maxis O 



The world’s largest fixer-upper. 

Reach for the sky with SimTower!™ Start with a small office complex—a lobby, a few offices, and a 
cafe—and expand with more floors, offices, and elevators until you’ve created the ultimate skyscraper. 
Diversify your business into hotel rooms, shops, theaters, restaurants, condos, and more, as you build 
your way to the top. Create massive underground parking garages, and transport your 
building’s occupants via an intricate elevator system you design, schedule, and 
refine. Look out for fires, roach infestation, and even terrorists. It’s all in a day’s 
work managing SimTower, your vertical empire. 

► Monitor the profitability of your building 
►Work your way up from a one-star building 

► Lure new tenants by adjusting i 



HAVOC f 





Discover why everyone’s screaming about HAVOC. 


HAVOC™ bursts with multiplayer 3-D energy, felly exploiting the latest in 3-D hardware acceleration from Apple. Kids ages 10 and up 
can compete in 360-degree outdoor action over 3-D post-apocalyptic terrain. Command a BatdeCycle, HypetTank, or Hovercraft. Blast, 
jump, and throttle past opponents over a network or modem, or challenge yourself in arcade missions. An industry first, HAVOC also 
includes an extra-player CD that you can share with friends—regardless of whether they have Mac OS or Windows® 95. You can even 
wreak HAVOC by your voice commands, with support for Apple PlainTalk.™ 

► 360-degree outdoor arcade action and teal 3-D texture-mapped enemies 

► Play over network or modem against Mac OS or Windows 95 opponents on 

► Screams with the latest 3-D hardware acceleration, 3-D graphics, and stereo sot 




star Trek: The Next Generation “A Final Unity” byspectrumHobBy* Q O 




Make it so. 

The crew’s all here. Riker.™ WorT" Data™ Troi™ And, of course, Captain Heard. You hear Riker report that a ship is 
speeding through the forbidden Neutral Zone. Data announces they’re Garidian, and Troi explains they may be on friendly 
terms with the Romulans. Captain Picard orders an intercept. Suddenly you’re there, too. 

Part of an original interactive mystery. Part of an epic intergalactic adventure 
which will take you from the outposts of Federation space, through 
treacherous shields-up confrontations, and beyond—into the uncharted 
dangers of a massive nebula. 

► Dazzling 3-D graphics and cinematic sequences 

► With all the voices of the TV cast 


Th6 Daedalus Encounter by Virgin Interactive Entertainment 
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A star-powered sci-fi thriller. 

Voyage through deep space with Tia Carrere in an interactive thriller that plays as smooth as it 
looks. In the cold, dark heart of a ravaged galaxy, a scavenger ship is being dragged at blistering 
speed toward the scorching center of an alien sun. Only you—an intergalactic war vet, more 
machine than man—can unlock the mysteries of an eerie 3-D rendered vessel and ward off vicious 
alien attacks in order to save your old comrades Ari (Carrete) and Zack (Christian Bother) from 
involuntary solar cremation. 

► Three CDs of sci-fi adventure and exploration gameplay, plus complex puzzle solving 

► Three levels of increasing difficulty and multiple endings 

► Hyper-real 3-D environments and navigable QuickTime® video 



Thumbs Up Award —New Media 

Finalist -New Media INVISION Awards, Adventure/Role Playing Games Category 























Al Unser, Jr. Arcade Racing byMindscape 

This is no Sunday drive in the country. 





Feel the need for speed? Well, you’re in for the white-knuckle ride of your life! Circle the track alone, feeling out your car. 
Then blast into Competition mode, where you’re suddenly up against 10 of the most cunning drivers around. They’ll instinc¬ 
tively respond to your car’s every move as you race them over 15 different courses at raging speeds. 

► Play over a network in Duel mode 




Shanghai: Great Moments by Activision 

The tile-matching obsession returns. 



Classic Shanghai® returns, with three new games. In Beijing, you must slide rows of tiles to make a match, but be careful- 
one wrong match and a triple-scoring move disappears. At The Great Wall, it’s you against a wall of tiles, snapping pairs off to 
dismantle its mighty structure—while gravity holds true, and tiles fall as lower ones are removed. Action Shanghai dares you to 
clear the screen before additional tiles appear. Speed is a factor, as stacks of tiles 
grow higher and block those that were once free. 

► Themed video clips, animations, speech, and sound effects 

► Nine mtercnangeaDie ule sets 

► Play in solitaire, two-player, 



Links Pro CD Macintosh i 

Tee up for great golf. 





From tee to green, Links Pro CD Macintosh is unrivaled in recreating the true golfing experi¬ 
ence. It’s Power Macintosh compatible for fester game play, and it features AppleTalk network 
play—so you can golf with up to seven other players. Two world-class golf courses, Harbour 
Town Golf Links and Banff Springs, have been reproduced in painstaking detail—you’ll feel as if 
you’re actually there! Simulated aerial fly-bys, golf tips, digital music, and a “comic caddie” 
option all help make your desktop golfing experience complete. 

► Features AppleTalk network play 
►Voice recognition 
►Newsound options 



Buried In Time: The Journeyman Project II 

Now’s the time to act. 


e.'i4!’*Q 



Travel through time as Agent 5, searching for clues—in both past and future worlds—in order to avoid being framed 
for a crime you didn’t commit. The long awaited sequel to the hit The Journeyman Project TURBO, Buried in Time is an e 
graphic adventure that uses the latest technology to incorporate live-action video, 3-D animation, and an original stereo 
soundtrack to create an engaging and realistic cinematic experience. 

► Over 25,000 rendered images 
• Captivating original soundtrack and effects 
“Vivid live-action video sequences and 3-D environments 

INVISION Gold Awaid for Best Animation — New Media, 1995 
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3-D Ultra Pinball by Sierra On-Line 

Play outside the limits. 



Snap back the plunger, then let it rip. Send your pinball to three out-of-this-world play fields: a cavernous space mine, a 
gritty command post, and The Colony—the mother of all manic action pinball tables. Bank the right sequence of shots and 
you’ll be able to warp between tables, taking the pinballs you have in play along with you. Feel the friction of the 
flippers as you play 3-D ramps and bumpers so huge, so intense, they pull 
traditional pinball kicking and screaming to a higher level. 

►Authentic incline and realistic gameplay 
►Non-scrolling tables 

► Stunning 3-D graphics and realistic sound effects 




Ultra-fast multi-ball play puts you into the play field. 


Purchase 3-D Ultra Pinball plus either Space Quest 6 or 
- J ' Je Runner (*49.95 value) free. 


Home Office 


Home Office Collection for Macintosh Performa 


by Claris 





Get your home office organized and productive in no time. 

Start up your home office right with Apple Home Office Collection for Macintosh Performa. This value-packed bundle 
includes powerful applications to help you be more productive with all your home business computing tasks. 
You’ll make the most of your time using versatile Claris® Organizer,® new Claris Emailer,™ time-saving 
templates for ClarisWorks,® and ready-to-use business solutions based on best-selling FileMaker Pro. 
Then with all the time you save, you can spend it enjoying one of two exciting interactive adventures: 
Wild Africa or The Journeyman Project TURBO. 


Offer Code 249 


Adobe HomePublisher Deluxe 2.0 cd / 

Your complete document publishing solution. 


o 



Adobe™ HomePublisher™ Deluxe includes everything you need to create first-class publications-newsletters, flyers, brochures, 
and more—without any previous desktop publishing experience. Easy-to-use “intelligent” templates guide you through simple design 
choices, then automatically create a document tailored to your needs. In minutes, you’ll have the quality results you once thought 
only a professional designer could create! With over 1,500 color and black-and-white clip art images, you’ll be able to create a sophisti¬ 
cated image for your business stationery, or design effective newsletters with a polished look. 

► Indudes more than 50 templates 
►Free online clip art catalog browser 

► Free fonts and specialty papers provided 

► Built-in word processor, spell checker, and thesaurus 



Adobe SuperPaint Deluxe 3.5 cd 


by Adobe Systems Inc. 





Create sophisticated paintings and drawings. 

SuperPaint™ is recognized worldwide as one of the easiest to use, yet most powerful graphics programs around. The user- 
friendly interface guides you step-by-step throughout the design process, allowing you to create exceptional quality designs in 
minutes. Use any paint or draw tool with unique fill effects such as textures, patterns, gradients, and colors. And by using the 
, online art catalog browser, your works of art will be completed in no time! 



►Unlimited design opportunities 

► 16.8 million color varieties 

► Over 1,500 color and black-and-white clip art images 




























Quicken 6 b 


Quicken 


© 



Faster, easier, and more flexible than ever. 

Quicken® is the fastest, easiest way to organize your finances. Quicken tracks it all—checking, savings, credit cards, invest¬ 
ments, loans, and more. With Quicken you’ll always know how much money you have, and exactly where it’s going. Revealing 
reports and graphs show you where your money is spent, how your investments are doing, and more. Plan for redrement, tax 
time, college tuition, buying a home, refinancing a mortgage—even a vacation. 


► Looks like your paper checkbook so you 
" Pays bills, prints checks, and reconciles your bank: 
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t takes by hand 


MacInTax & MacInTax Deluxe by Intuit, Inc. 

The easiest way to do your taxes. 
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MacInTax 


The Easiest Way To Do Your Taxes 




) 


This tax season, put America’s #1 best-selling tax software for the Macintosh to work for you! MacInTax makes preparing your 
taxes easy, in three easy steps. Step 1: Answer MacInTax’s easy-to-understand interview questions. Step 2: MacInTax double¬ 
checks your return. Step 3: Print ready-to-file forms on plain white paper, sign them, and drop them in the mail. 

MacInTax Deluxe on CD-ROM includes video tax tips and the Tax library, a collection of on-screen books and 30 IRS 
Publications that provide you with all the information you need to save money on your tat 

ror in MacInTax, 


. ns. If the IRS penalizes you 

mum will pay the penalty plus any interest 
►If you’re not satisfied with MacInTax, Intuit 


refund your money 



Microsoft Office version 4.2.1 


by Microsoft 



Multiple programs that work together as one. 

The most popular set of programs for the Macintosh, Microsoft® Office includes Microsoft Word, Microsoft 
Excel, Microsoft PowerPoint, and a Microsoft Mail workstation license. Microsoft Office takes you well beyond 
the traditional approach to ease of use, integration, customer solutions, and compatibility with Office family 
programs for Windows. Office was designed with IntelliSense™ technology, so it senses what you want to 
do and intelligently produces the desired result. IntelliSense makes routine tasks automatic and complex 
tasks far simpler. Office also maximizes your Macintosh by supporting key Apple technologies. 

► Focus on your analysis and not your data with the PivotTable™ Wizard 

► Pick a Look Wizard gives your presentation the custom look you want Offer 


© 



WordPerfect 3.5 by Novell, Inc. 

■ Work faster, smarter, easier. 





WordPerfect 


Reports, letters, budgets, long documents—any task is a snap with WordPerfect® 3.5. It corrects grammatical errors, fits te 
into pages, formats documents, corrects typos as you work, and much more. All tools are easy to access, and it's simple to 
complete many complex tasks with just one click. Plus, WordPerfect 3.5 supports all of the advanced Mac technologies. 

Superior quality, comprehensive word processing, and intuitive features: It all adds up to 
the power to do your best, quickly and easily. 

- Read and publish Information from the Internet 
-85 pre-designed templates 
►Features tables, bookmarks, and macros 


WordPerfect 3.5 helps you 

















Now Up-to-Date & Contact 3.5 by now software, me. © -O 



Keep essential information at your fingertips. 


This best-selling calendar and contact manager for the Macintosh keeps your daily schedule and phone list attached to the 
menu bar for instant, single-click access from any application. QuickPad™ allows you to jot down to-dos and phone messages on 
the fly, automatically entering them in your calendar and address book—all without launching the main application. Great looking 
built-in templates are included for address books, envelopes, labels, and all popular appointment book sizes 
Now, no matter where you are, your information’s always there when you need it. 

► Contains everything you need to manage schedules, contacts, appointments, and todo lists 
►View your day at a glance, or get a list of key names and phone numbers, no matter what program you're running 
►Automatically looks up names and numbers, and raptures to-dos on-the-fly 

► Prints easily to paper organizers, labels, and envelopes 



Offer Code 239 

Incredible Image Pak 25,000 by T/Maker Company 



The most ‘Incredible’’ image library available. 

T/Maker’s classic ClickArt collection has now grown to include over 25,000 unique, high-quality images in more than 
125 categories. Plus, all 25,000 images are specially designed to print at the highest possible resolution on either color 
or black-and-white printers. And, as if that weren’t already enough, Incredible Image Pak 25,000 also includes a bonus 
collection of 1,000 TrueType® ClickArt fonts, free! It’s an outstanding collection sure to help you 
present the right image for your project. 

►Available in Macintosh-standard EPS format 

►Free Kudd M Image Browser, handwritten fonts, and ClickArt Preview collections 
► ClickArt Design Handbook is packed with tips, tricks, and techniques 


Expresso Calendar & Address Book 

The calendar that works the way you do. 



The Expresso™ Calendar & Address Book is the first computer calendar that’s as easy to use as pencil and paper. With the 
click-and-type format, you’ll never see a dialog box or have to navigate clumsy menus. And, with FlashBack technology 
(patent pending), your calendar is always accessible from any program. View your calendar by month, week, or day. 

Set priorities with the to-do list. Print your calendar and address book in the most popular organizer 
sizes and styles. Take your calendar on the road and update your old 
version automatically with the synchronize feature. 

► Set alarms, recurring events, or private events quickly and easily 

► Choose fan over 20 attractive backgrounds 
►Import data from other calendar products 
►Drag and drop to link names and addresses to your calendar 



rnr calendar is always a! your fingertips. 


Offer Code 232 


Retrospect 3.0 by DantzDevebpment Corporation 



Powerful backup software for the Macintosh. 





Protect your computer files from hard disk crash, fire, theft, or other unforeseen disasters with Retrospect,® the most 
trusted and recommended backup software in the industry. Whether you choose to perform immediate backups or schedule 
a completely unattended backup, Retrospect’s EasyScript™ makes it simple to automate every aspect of your backup- 

including which files to back up, where to put them, and when to do it. When a backup is scheduled, Retrospect 
automatically scans your hard disk and then copies only new or changed files—saving time and storage media. 
The Duplicate function copies any local volume or folder and retains files in Finder™ format. 

► Restores an entire hard disk in a single step, even after multiple incremental backups 

► Includes compression, encryption, and support for almost every SCSI device ever made 
►Accelerated for the Power Macintosh and fully compatible with almost every storage device 



















ind return, along with proof(s) of purchase, to receive your rebate or premium. Feel free to make photocopies as 


Redemption Coupon 


Here’s how to redeem your hot deals! 

Taking advantage of the hot holiday deals inside is easy. Simply stop by your local authorized 
Apple retailer to purchase your favorite software titles today. 

After purchase, complete this form, making sure to correctly indicate the offer code for 
each product you purchase (see sample below). Return this form, along with your proof(s) of 
purchase to: Apple Software Rebate Center, P.O. Box 5872, Denver, CO 80217. You will receive 
your rebate or premium in eight to ten weeks. 


Find offer code number above title 


<sb> 


Where’s Waldo? 


Offer Code Number 


Product Name 


f 1 J Goto any retail store location cm or 
before Jan. 311996 

\2J Purchase any of the products in this guide 
from any software retailer—there’s no limit! 


iduct name and offer code on this 
form for each product purchasea(feelfree to make 
copies of this form as necessary) 




Mail to: Apple Software Rebate Center, P.O. Box5872, 
^ Denver, CO 8021 Z Must be postmarked by Feb. 28,1996 


x\ 


Offer Code Number 


Product Name 


Offer Code Number 


All offers good only in the United States and only for Macintosh versions of 
software. All offers good for purchases made through Jan. 31,1996. Offers 
cannot be combined with any other offer. This form and a copy of the store 
receipt for the purchase of qualifying software product® must accompany 
all entries. All entries must be postmarked by Feb. 28,1996. If you have not 
received your rebate after ten weeks, call 1 800 681-8843. Rebate 
payments made in U.S. Dollars. Apple Computer, Inc., is not responsible for 
lost or misdirected mail. Void where prohibited. Each software developer is 
responsible for fulfillment of any and all redemption of offers for its prod¬ 
uct® which result from inclusion in this guide, or participation in this pro¬ 
gram. All costs associated with redemption of offets (excluding shipping and 
handling charges, where applicable) are the responsibility of each software 
developer. 


Your Mailing Information 


Name_ 


First 

Last 

Street 



City 

State 

ZIP 

Home ( ) 

Work ( ) 

Area Code 

Area Code 


Customer Signature 


AD 


. 


Redemption Coupon 
























Where to purchase your software. 

To take advantage of the special mail-in rebates, premium offers, and special deals inside, 
purchase your software at any software retail store. To help, we’ve listed a few authorized 
Apple retailers who carry a wide selection of Macintosh software. 


COMPUSA 

THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 


(ss? 


CompUSA 

1 800 COMPUSA 

Computer City 

Best Buy 

_1_ 


micro G=ncE=? 

FUTURE 

SHOP 

i TiiifUfilffn 

Computer Town” 

Micro Center 

Future Shop 

Computer Town 

J^GLGCTROTIICS 

Trijs 

Fry’s Electronics 

IsJcM] 

Rockwell 

Computer and Software 

ELEK-TEK 

Elek-Tek 

ComputerW\re 

msmsBrand 

Central 


ComputerWare 

Sears Brand Central 

Egghead 

1 800 EGGHEAD 


C^ative 



IA c worw ,> I 

XS&ctedMk 

1UIHVERSH1 

r 

J&R Computer World 

LJECHMEKE 

Creative Computers 

Incredible Universe 

Lechmere 

Sun Super Saving 




All offers good only in the United States and only for Macintosh versions of software. ©1995 Apple Computer, Inc. All rights reserved. Apple, the Apple logo, AppleTalk, Macintosh, Performa, 
Power Macintosh, QuickTime, and TrueType are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. Mac and the Mac OS logo are trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc., used under license. 
eWorld, Finder, PlainTalk, and ‘You, a Mac, the world." are trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. Adobe, HomePublisher, and SuperPaint are trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated or 
its subsidiaries and may be registered in certain jurisdictions. Claris, Claris Organizer, ClarisWorks, and FileMaker are registered trademarks, and Emailer is a trademark of Claris Corporation. 
Microsoft and Windows are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. WiggleWorks is a trademark of Scholastic, Inc. All other trademarks and registered trademarks are the proper¬ 
ty of their respective owners. Mention of non-Apple products or services is for informational purposes only, anc 
has been made to ensure the accuracy of information in this guide. However, Apple assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of the infi 






















GUIDE 


Take a good look: These 85 names will be turning up on a lot of wish lists this season. By Stephen Brewer 



We know it’s the thought that 
counts, but for most of us, if we 
ever unwrap a ribboned box and 
see another tie, sweater, scarf or 
pair of gloves, it’ll be too soon. 

This year, do your friends and relatives a favor 
and surprise them with something new: comput¬ 
er-related gifts hand-picked to tickle their fancy. 
If you don’t know where to start, just turn the 
page: We’ve got 85 suggestions that are sure to 
make someone on your list smile. First, there’s 
ora collection of 42 new products: Try the Sting 


and Screeners programs for 
music lovers, Michelangelo and 
van Gogh CD-ROMs for art afi¬ 
cionados, travel software for 
globe-trotters. You’ll also see rec¬ 
ommendations for Internet fun, hobby and sports 
software, games for kids of all ages and more. 
Then, we rounded up the 43 programs that 
earned perfect scores from our reviewers in 
1995—see the list on page 159. And if you’re 
really stuck for a gift? Hmmm...we hear maga¬ 
zine subscriptions make nice stockin g stuf fers... 


Illustration by Julia Gorton 
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Anyone who loves Mortal Koinbat or Street Fighter will 
go wild for the animation and non-stop action in this 
fearsome fight game. The goal: Destroy the Evil Toad- 
man. The weapons: freeze rays, flamethrowers, pulveriz¬ 
ing plasma bursts—and 300 gut-wrenching 
sound effects. Parental guidance suggested. 
$49.95 (Windows CD-ROM) from 7th Level, 

(800) 884-8863, (214) 498-8100. Circle #421 



College Sports Series 

After the last teams march off the field on Bowl day, 
your favorite gridiron fan will be happy to dish up these 
six programs: CD-ROMs spotlighting football at Florida 
State, Notre Dame, Ohio State, Penn State, the Universi¬ 
ty of Michigan and the University of Southern Califor¬ 
nia. The discs include video, photos, bios, stats, and, to 
keep up school spirits until the next kickoff, marching 
bands and cheerleaders. $59.95 each (Windows CD- 
ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) from Stella Interactive, 
(800) 619-4691, (619) 431-8221. Circle #422 


Beyond the Nine Dragons 

Take a captivating digital journey down the Mekong 
River through China, Burma, Uaos, Thailand, Cambo¬ 
dia and Vietnam—a trip that’s as enlightening as it is 
beautiful. Narrated photos and videos combine with 
local music to provide insights into each nation’s peo¬ 
ple, history and culture. If you want to get a closer 
look, the Explorer’s Guide is filled with tips for vaca¬ 
tioners; it’s a must for any Asia-bound traveler. $9.95 
(Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) from The 
Black Box, by mail-order only: Essex Interactive, 560 
Sylvan Are., Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632. Circle #423 
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All This Time 



Fans of Sting’s music would have welcomed the singer’s 
multimedia debut just for its new songs and re-interpre¬ 
tations of old favorites. But add the insights into his art 
Sting provides in conversations about his life, his spiri¬ 
tual and political views, his film career and, of course, 
his music, and it’s an obvious gift choice for admirers. 
The video, animation and photorealistic images on the 
two-disc set are as compelling as the songs, which are 
keyed to beautiful landscapes that reflect the music’s 
themes. $49.95 (Windows 95 CD-ROM) from Starwave, 
(206) 957-2000. Circle #424 


Sportster 28,800 
Data/Fax Modem 

Any Net surfer on your list will covet a high-speed 
28.8-Kbps modem such as this one, which rockets its 
user through cyberspace twice as fast as a 14.4-Kbps 
model. Cybernauts will zip from Web site to Web site, 
where they’ll be able to upload graphics or download 
files and games in a flash. $279 from U.S. Robotics, 
(800) 3-i2-5S77, (708) 676-7010. Circle #425 




Marty and the 
Trouble With Cheese 

Kids have always jabbered away at cartoons on the 
screen—and finally, we’ve found a character who talks 
back. In the first voice-activated software game for 
children, kids call through a microphone to Marty 
Mouse, who pops out from a piece of Swiss cheese to 
interact with players in a variety of engaging ways— 
he’ll ask them, for instance, to help him sail across a 
lake by blowing as hard as they can. If only all com¬ 
puter mice were this friendly... Ages 2 to 5. $34.95 
(Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) from Maxis, 
(800) 336-2947, (510) 254-9700. Circle #426 
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Sony Music Screeners 

Know anyone who loves watching MTV as much as 
using the PC? Screeners split the difference: Each 
screen saver includes a video by a popular singer or 
band, such as Alice in Chains, Michael Jackson, Mari- 
all Carey, Michael Bolton and James Taylor, as well as 
two games, on a floppy disk—that’s right, full-motion 
video, no CD-ROM required. $12.98 each (Windows) 
from Sony Music, (212) 833-8000. Circle #428 


Cities Under the Sea 

Scuba divers, snorkelers and anyone else fascinated 
with the singular ecology of a coral reef will dive ea¬ 
gerly into this dazzling CD-ROM. Jean-Michel 
Cousteau and his team of scientists and photographers 
have packed seven undersea labs’ worth of information 
into this multimedia project. Narrated video and stun¬ 
ning photos provide an unforgettable portrait of ani¬ 
mals and plants living and working together in harmo¬ 
ny. $49.95 (Windows CD-ROM) from Enteractive, 
(800) 591-6100, (212) 221-6559. Circle #427 


3D Movie Maker 

Steven Spielberg, look out! This program puts young¬ 
sters in the director’s chair to audition stars, pick cos¬ 
tumes and props, choose sets, maneuver camera angles, 
select scores and sound effects—even record their own 
dialogue and original music. From the beginning of 
production to the final cut, youngsters call the shots to 
create a 3-D animated movie. Ages 8 and up. $49.95 
(Windows 95 CD-ROM) from 
Microsoft, (800) 426-9400, (206) 
882-8080. Circle #429 
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Dear Windows User, 

If you're looking for a massive library of fonts and clipart but don't want to pay a 
fortune, you need the Monster Collection (SRP $29.95) from Serif, developer of the 
Award-Winning DTP, PagePlus. The Monster Collection gives you over 1000 stunning 
COLOR clipart images, 100 designer-quality TrueType fonts and, best of all, the first 
250,000 copies are FREE! 

The Monster Collection is everything you need to start your own graphic resource 
library. Use the clipart to add impact to all kinds of DTP or Word Processed 
documents... and use the fonts to give all your publications real designer, 
typeset quality that's certain to make them stand out from the crowd. 

Don't think that low cost means low-quality shareware fonts and art. All the 
fonts are professional, foundry quality and cover a vast range of styles ranging 
from elegant and formal to wild and wacky. The clipart is supplied as COLOR 
Windows Metafiles (.WMF) so it's scalable to any size with perfect quality 
and definitely no ugly "jaggies". 

The Serif Monster Collection is just a taste of the great publishing and 
graphics software range available from Serif. If you want the ULTIMATE Fonts 
and Clipart collection, along with a Suite of powerful desktop publishing and graphics 
applications, check out the Serif Publishing Suite CD-ROM and Mega ArtPack bundle. This includes 
PagePlus 3.0, 7000 Clipart images, 350 TrueType fonts, four additional DTP and graphics applications and more... 
What's the catch? There is no catch! Call now and make sure you are one of the first 250,000 to benefit from this amazing free offer! 

Oil NOW FOR VMRSIMP MOMSTtt 

COUKTIOtfe PJsjtfs yysfe Santa • HMP1295 

J J li r ■ 

* 1 he Serif Monster collection is free, just pay $6.95 shipping, handling and admin. The floppy disk collection conies on 
! HVk L44Mb <**» and due *> s P ;lce limitations is restricted to 65 fonts and 500 clipart images. Please have your credit card 
ready: Visa, MasterCard, Amex or Discover. You need Windows 3.1 with 2Mb RAM or Windows 95 with 4Mb RAM. 
l imited offer while stocks last, one offer per household only. Please mail checks or money-orders to Serif. PO Box 803 
Nashua Nil 0.3061. Tel. (603) 889-8650 and tax (603) 889-1127. Check us out on the World Wide Web! The address is’ 
http:,(www.scrif.cora. Serif. PagePlus and DrawPlus are trademarks of Serif Inc. All other trademarks acknowledged. 

PagePlus 3.0 and DrawPlus 2.0 are now available at Egghead, CompUSA. Electronics Boutique and other fine retailers. 








Netweir 

Bring an off-line :) to your favorite e-mail writers’ faces 
with these charming T-shirts, caps and sweatshirts em¬ 
blazoned with emoticons—cute symbols used by on-line 
correspondents to express emotions. You’ll turn any :( 
around with these clever garments. T-shirts (white), 
$16; caps (khaki/black, black, royal blue, forest green), 
$17; sweatshirts (black), $31. From netwe@r, (800) 
906-9327, (908) 351-5571. Circle #430 




The Magic School Bus 
Explores the Oceans 

Fans of Ms. Frizzle and her inquisitive class—stars of 
the popular book and PBS TV series—will plunge into 
this undersea adventure, which proves fun and learn¬ 
ing can go hand in hand. As kids hunt for sunken trea¬ 
sure, they learn all about tidal zones, coral reefs and 
other aspects of ocean life. Ages 6 to 10. $49.95 (Win¬ 
dows CD-ROM) from Microsoft, (800) 426-9400, 
(206) 882-8080. Circle #431 



The Mastery of Michelangelo/ 
The Mastery of Van Gogh: 

The Man, His Life, His Works 

Never-before-reproduced works by Michelangelo from 
the Vatican collection and a walk through the French 
village where van Gogh spent his last days are among 
the treasures on these two beautifully produced CD- 
BOMs. Each disc uses stunning images and insightful 
commentary to shape portraits any art lover will savor. 
$59.95 each (Windows CD-ROM) from E.M.M.E. Inter¬ 
active, (203) 406-4040. Circle #432 























BIG GAMES 

BIG VALUES 

BIG SELECTION 


Now! A huge selection of best-selling games on CD-ROM. 

From award-winning Falcon 3.0 to the action-strategy of X-COM: UFO Defense to a 
variety of all-time family favorites like Civilization and Tetris Gold— build your 
CD-ROM collection with some of the hottest selling games ever! 

Look for Classic Series and Players Choice CD-ROM games at your local retailer 

or call anytime 1-800-695-GAME (U.S. and Canada). / 

Afsys^OPROSE They're the biggest values out there! Spectrum 

I HoloByte 



http://www.microprose.com 

© 1995 Spectrum HoloByte, Inc. All company and/or product names 
Spectrum HoloByte, Inc., 2490 Marine , 


http://www.holobyte. com 

are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of their respective holder, 
r Square Loop, Alameda, California 94501 
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Life is good again. Inputting printed data was always the most nagging job 
with computers. Ask anyone who does research for school or business or 


keeps records at home or office. There weren't any shortcuts. You had to sit down and type 
and type and type. Meet DataPen” and say good-bye to the most time-consuming job you do. 
Just drag DataPen across the text and bingo, it's in your Windows® or Windows 95 application. 
Up to 20 times faster than you could type it. Not just simple text, either. DataPen reads eleven 

1 - 800 - 774-6291 languages, accents and all. And any font from 8 to 22 points. DataPen # 

Ext. 1 30 6 can even be trained to recognize and place spreadsheet data in the SJOI DOT 

correct cells. Setup couldn't be easier. DataPen plugs right into your parallel printer port; ■ 
every PC has one. So you have a choice. Type your brains out. Or use your brains. Get the 

simplest text entry system ever. DataPen from Primax. Call today for the dealer nearest you. SOLUTIONS DESIGNED WITH PEOPLE IN MIND. 


AS FAST AS YOU CAN DO THIS 


CAND 


w—mM 
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©1995 Primax Electronics, 521 Almanor Avenue, Sunnyvale, C 




















Pick a finger, any finger. | 
The Primax PaperEASE™ 
makes fast work of copy- j 
ing, faxing, scanning, 
e-mailing and electronic 
filing. Just insert your 
originals to start scanning. I 
Panels like your copier and fa 
for the quantity or fax numt 
is to it. PaperEASE does the i 

























Family Christmas 

Let your PC help spread some yuletide cheer; this hol¬ 
iday organizer will keep track of your card and gift 
lists, store festive holiday recipes and record special 
memories in a diary. To brighten your own holiday 
around the house, there are seasonal screen savers 
and wallpaper, an Advent calendar and a game for 
kids called Santa’s Sleigh Ride. $19.95 (Windows, 
Windows CD-ROM) from FamilyWare, (800) 313- 
7333, (604) 983-8469. Circle #433 


Top Gun: Fire At Will 

If they can’t get enough of the movie, they’re bound to 
go over the top with this realistic dogfight game that 
puts players in the cockpit of an F-14 fighter jet. The 
authentic-looking flying scenes use live-action video 
cuts from Tom Cruise’s ’80s hit. Novices will find it 
easy to jump right into the thick of battle, yet the fast 
action will also satisfy experienced flight-sim fans. 
$48.99 (DOS CD-ROM) from Spectrum HoloByte, 
(800) 695-4263, (510) 522-3584. Circle #434 




Eastwood 


Go ahead, make someone’s day! Film clips, posters, 
original movie reviews, home movies and loads of 
other Clint memorabilia trace the actor’s 40-year, 53- 
movie career, from Revenge of the Creature (1955) to 
The Bridges of Madison County (1995). Plus, in an 
exclusive interview, the actor-director-producer shares 
inside stories about his life and career. $49.95 (Win¬ 
dows 95 CD-ROM) from Starwave, (800) 457-8646 , 
(206) 957-2000. Circle #435 
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Scenes Personal 
Screen Saver 

Why let your favorite pictures gather dust in a drawer 
when you can turn them into PC screen savers or wall¬ 
paper and enjoy them every day? It’s also a snap to add 
titles and captions to create a digital photo album. To 
get you rolling, the package includes a coupon for 10 
free photo or slide scans. $29.95 (Windows) from Mi¬ 
crosoft, (800) 426-9400, (206) 882-8080. Circle #436 



Netscape Navigator 
Personal Edition 

Launch someone you love into cyberspace with the best 
software we’ve seen for surfing the Web. Netscape’s 
hig hly acclaimed Web browser takes just minutes to in¬ 
stall, and with the click of a button you can choose 
your own service provider. The program, which in¬ 
cludes e-mail connections and technical support, makes 
cruisin’ the information highway a breeze. $39.95 
(Windows) from Netscape Communications, (800) 638- 
7483, (415) 528-2555. Circle #438 
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Animated StoryBook: 

Winnie the Pooh 
and the Honey Tree 

A.A. Milne’s lovable characters come alive in this CD- 
ROM, which features animation from the original Walt 
Disney cartoon. Pooh and his delightful pals take your 
kids along on interactive adventures in the Hundred- 
Acre Wood. With charming narration in both English 
and Spanish, sing-along screens and fun skill-building 
games, it’s a honey of a deal. Ages 3 to 8. $29.95 (Win¬ 
dows CD-ROM) from Disney Interactive, (800) 688- 
1520, (818) 543-4300. Circle #437 

























BREAKTHROUGH TECHNOLOGY 
ELIMINATES CLEANING PROBLEMS. 

Marble" doesn’t have mechanical 
rollers that get jammed by dust 

k and dirt as in other 
trackballs. Instead, 
patented electronic 
sensors track the 
ball’s slightest 
movement with 
reliable precision. 


TrttdMw Mwble neve* needs 
cfamq. ft f,h my 
X nJork.X hut if/" 


Barrimore Zarsprach 

Automotive Designer 


Easily programmable buttons 
convert time-wasting stuff like double 
clicks, draglock and repetitive menu 
selections into speedy single clicks. 


As your hand rests here, 
your thumb alights naturally 
on the Marble "Trackball. 


Behind the best warranty in the 
industry stands the company that 
makes the mice and trackballs 
people love most. 


TrackMan Marble is the latest in the world’s most loved line of mice. All offer unique three button 
functionality and are guaranteed by the world leader in pointing devices: Logitech. Call I -800-889-0038 
for more information, or for information by fax, call I -800-245-0000, Document 4026. 
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Cadillacs and Dinosaurs, 
The Final Cataclysm 



The Masters 

Send the golfer in your life on a tom- of the remark¬ 
able Augusta National Golf Course, which hosts the 
sport’s most prestigious tournament, The Masters. It’s 
a whole archive in one: 60 years of legendary mo¬ 
ments recalled in video clips, photos, player profiles, 
analyses of each event and other memorabilia. $39.99 
(Windows CD-ROM) from Creative Multimedia, (800) 
262-7668, (503) 241-4351. Circle #440 



Sharp comic-book-style graphics, cool 3-D animation 
and chilling action will hook avid gamers. The scene’s 
Jurassic, but don’t leave the bright-red ’53 Caddy in 
park too long; players must steer feverishly between 
the legs of dinosaurs and around other obstacles. The 
mission: Search the jungle for a nuclear reactor and 
disarm it before it destroys the earth. $29.99 (DOS 
CD-ROM) from Rocket Science Games, (800) 987- 
6253, (415) 442-5000. Circle #439 



The Whole Internet Calendar 


This 1996 desk calendar gives any cyberspace explor¬ 
er an itinerary for the new year, with descriptions and 
addresses for a different Internet or Web site every 
day. If a Web address changes after publication, as 
occurs frequently, you can e-mail the publisher for 
the latest update. One caveat: Try to resist the urge to 
skip ahead; it’s all too easy to lose track of time on the 
Web—and doesn I I hat defeat the purpose of having a 
calendar in the first place? $8.95 from Workman Pub¬ 
lishing, (212) 254-5900. Circle #441 
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Ann-Marie, Derek and 
% "Dumbo” Campion 


• ColorDesk™ photo software automatically makes 
the best possible color-match on the screen 

and in the finished product q X 

• No warm-up time. Other scanners take 30-60 seconds 
to warm-up every time you scan. 

• With a dick of a button, ScanMan 
can even improve on the color and 
clarity of your original picture! 


• ScanMan can handle images 
up to IS”X 22” by automatically 
& invisibly stitching together jj 
individual scans. 

Special scan guide and speed indication 
light make accurate scanning easy. 


• Two-year warranty & technical support 
from the world leader in hand-held scanners. 


SCANMAN- COLOR. The world’s smartest 
scanner because it makes scanning so simple. 
For product information by fax, call: 
1 - 800 - 245 - 0000 , Document 4043. 
For more information call: 1 - 800 - 732 - 3044 . 
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Dr. Seuss’s ABC 

Wacky characters and super sound effects, from Aunt 
Annie’s Alligator to the Zizzer-Zazzer-Zuzz, make 
learning the alphabet fun—but it’s so charming, adults 
may want to sit in for a spell, too. Click on a camel on 
the ceiling and he’ll do a conga, while a barber does 
the boogie-woogie. Odds are, kids will do cartwheels 
throughout. Ages 3 to 7. $40 (Windows CD-ROM, 
Macintosh CD-ROM) from BroderbundJLiving Books, 
(800) 397-4240, (415) 352-5200. Circle #442 




Looney Tunes 
Animated Screen Saver 

Relive the golden age of Warner Bros, cartoons on 
your PC with all the classic characters: Bugs Bunny 
and Elmer Fudd, Daffy Duck, Sylvester and Tweety, 
the Tasmanian Devil, Wile E. Coyote and the Road 
Runner, and the rest of the Looney Tunes gang pop 
up in 12 gut-busting cartoons anytime you need a 
break. $29 (Windows, Macintosh, Windows CD-ROM, 
Macintosh CD-ROM) from Berkeley Systems, (800) 
877-5535, (510) 540-5535. Circle #443 


Fly Fishing: 

Great Rivers of the West 


Here’s a catch for your favorite angler: Gorgeous im¬ 
ages and the enchanting sounds of rushing waters 
bring six of the West’s most spectacular rivers to life. 
It’s hard not to get hooked on the techniques of fly 
tying and casting after watching these expert 
demonstrations in such majestic surroundings. 
$34.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) 
from III Publishing, (800) 432-1332, (612) 996- 
6000. Circle #444 
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Billy Mather 

Supreme Warrior of the Cyber Skies 


• Blast away with 
perfectly positioned, 
non-slip buttons. 


Welcome to the grip 
that really grips. 


• This extra-weighted 
base is going nowhere. 


<15-pin connector pops straight 
into any PC or works with 
any game card. 


• This cable i 
wicked long. 


from the world leader 
cursor control. 


WINGMAN " EXTREME. 


Is The-choice of mondo butt-kickers everywhere, 

nfornlidh call: 1-800-245-0000 Document 4000 forWingMan, 
for WingMan Extreme. For more information call: 1-800-732-291 I. 


trademarks 


property of their respective 
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Pitfall: The Mayan Adventure 

Any Nintendo junkie will have a field day dodging fe¬ 
rocious crocodiles, side-stepping sinkholes, avoiding 
killer skeletons and swinging through the perilous 
jungle in this new adventure written for Windows 95. 
All 13 levels of play are souped up with awesome vi¬ 
sual and audio effects. $39.95 (Windows 95 CD- 
ROM) from Activision, (800) 477-3650, (310) 473- 
9200. Circle #446 
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PerfectWorks for Kids 

It’s never too early to teach kids basic computer skills, 
and here’s a great way to start. In one of the first 
Windows 95 products for children, kids can write 
(spell-checker included), draw and paint, access 
America Online, and fax or e-mail their creations to 
friends, or to mom and dad at the office. The program 
promises to appeal to boys and girls of different back¬ 
grounds and nationalities. Ages 4 to 10. $49.95 (Win¬ 
dows 95 CD-ROM) from Novell, (800) 451-5151, 
(801) 225-5000. Circle #445 



Pathways Through Jerusalem 

Dramatic re-enactments of great moments in the holy 
city’s history, an interactive timeline, video toms and 
waves of fascinating facts capture this 3,000-year-old 
melting pot of religions and cultures in all its richness. 
Choose a Christian, Jewish, Muslim or nondenomina- 
tional on-screen guide to help you explore the two- 
disc set. $69.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh 
CD-ROM) from Future Vision Multimedia, (800) 472- 
8777, (914) 426-0400. Circle #447 
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Integrated Xero /” TextBridge" 
for Logitech will even 'read' text 
directly into your wordprocessor for editing. 


Whether you manage a small office, home office, or work in a corporate office, the Logitech PageScan ’ Color 
full page scanner is powerful and easy-to-use, offering personal document management, color, and flatbed 
versatility. For FaxBack information call: 1-800-245-0000, Document 4046. 

' ’ “** 889-0030 for more information. 

3. The only color sheet-fed scanner to plug 
into any PC parallel port — no need 
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Endorfun 

Send someone’s senses spinning with these wildly ad¬ 
dictive arcade-style puzzles set against various psyche¬ 
delic backgrounds. All the mesmerizing, heart-racing 
action is balanced with an original New Age sound¬ 
track—and each time you complete a game, you’re re¬ 
warded with a supportive message of peace, love or 
understanding. “Expect the best.” $29.95 (Windows 
CD-ROM) from Time Warner Interactive, (800) 693- 
3253, (818) 841-0737. Circle #448 




Proverbs: The Biblical 
Screen Saver 

Take a break to reflect on the meaning of the holidays 
with more than 100 evocative quotes from Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, Matthew and Corinthians—including the 
words of Jesus Christ, Paul the Apostle and King Solo¬ 
mon. The selections pop up in front of gorgeous nature 
photos, accompanied by stirring music. There’s even 
room to add your own favorite passages from the Bible. 
$30 (Windows), $40 (Windows CD-ROM) from Creative- 
minds, (800) 701-0889, (310) 473-1343. Circle #450 


Garden Encyclopedia 

Backyard gardeners will have an easier row to hoe 
thanks to the powerful search tools on this handy 
CD-ROM guide. Search the more-than-1,000 plants 
in the reference—all lusciously illustrated with color 
photographs—by color, bloom season, sun and soil 
conditions, or hardiness zones to find the right 
match for any garden. The How-to Guide includes 
narrated videos on selecting and caring for plants. 
$49.95 (Windows CD-ROM) from Books That Work, 
(800) 242-4546, (415) 326-4280. Circle #449 


































Microsoft 

I WHERE DO YOU WANT TO GO TODAY?" 


FLY IN THE FACE OF DANGER. 


Wind gusting. Clouds building. 

You set the conditions, then you conquer them. 
New Microsoft® Flight Simulator™ 5.1 on CD. 

You choose the cities and airports, 
now more than 200 airports worldwide. 

Cities and places so detailed you can 
spot the landmarks and rattle their windows. 
Buzz airport tower^ from Guantanamo Bay to 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

Circle the pyramids. 

Fly barrel rolls over the Taj Mahal. 

Try a zero-visibility landing between 
the mountains at Geneva International. 


















FLY IN THE FACE OF DEATH. 

Try stunts you wouldn't dare in real life. 

Set the weather so you can fly Cuban 8s 
around a fog-shrouded Golden Gate Bridge, 
and then land in 40 raph gusts at SFO. 

Fly Lindbergh's path from New York to.Paris, using only 
your instruments to plot your wa^jusing nerves of steel 
to handle the bone-jarring turbulence. 

With Microsoft Flight Simulator 5.1, real-life 
flight equations and models let you find 
out what it's like to actually fly, 
to fly in the most frightening real-life conditi 


FLY IN THE FACE OF THE FAA. 

Fly patterns that would get you arrested. 
Test your flight skills with 20 new gameplay scenarios. Land on the USS Nimitz. 
Slalom between buildings on Park Avenue, the Champs ElysSes, North Michigan Avenue. 

Land a plane in the Los Angeles Coliseum. Touch down at some of the world's 
most difficult airports on days you would never get clearance to land. 
Your ability to customize weather patterns, choose airports, and fly above 3D clouds and scenery 
that changes with the time of day and time of year makes flying as realistic as possible. 
Get new Microsoft Flight Simulator 5.1. It's as close to reality as you want to get."i 

For cool information on computer flight simulation, try out the Flight Simulation Forum on CompuServe (“GO FSFORUM").©1995 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 
Microsoft is a registered trademark and Where do you want to go today? is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. Flight Simulator is a trademark of Bruce A. Artwick. 





ClickArt: Bundle Up 
for the Holidays 

Desktop publishers will find it easier than ever to cre¬ 
ate festive greeting cards, party invitations, newsletters 
and fliers with this package of more than 400 seasonal 
images and 20 TrueType fonts. There are graphics ga¬ 
lore to help you celebrate Halloween, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, Hanukkah, New Year’s, and even that 
noted January holiday, the Super Bowl. $i9.95 (Win¬ 
dows CD-ROM , Macintosh CD-ROM) from T/Maker, 
(800) 692-0195, (415) 691-7762. Circle #452 


Star Trek Omnipedia 

Beam your favorite Trekker into seventh heaven with 
the last word in Star Trek minutiae. The program 
(voice-activated, for a totally futuristic experience) 
covers every episode, every human and alien, and 
every topic ever discussed on the Enterprise in the 
original series, The Next Generation and the first sea¬ 
son of Deep Space Nine. $79.95 (Windows CD-ROM) 
from Simon and Schuster Interactive, (800) 223- 
2336, (212) 698-7456. Circle #451 



Air & Space Smithsonian: 
Dreams of Flight 

Would-be pilots will flip—literally—for this program’s 
Acrobatic Flight Simulator, which lets you experience 
the death-defying stunts of the old barnstorming days. 
Too young to remember them? Check out the 50 min¬ 
utes of film, audio recordings of witnesses to great mo¬ 
ments in aviation history, 2-D explorations of 65 his¬ 
toric aircraft, and a section on how flight touched the 
lives of ordinary people long before the invention of 
multimedia simulation. $29.99 (Windows CD-ROM) 
from Creative Multimedia, (800) 262-7668, (503) 
241-4351. Circle #453 
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Introducing Pocahontas on CD-ROM 

? . ** Explore a Native American village. Help the 

'**" 1 settlers discover a new world. Build 

f, a wigwam. Search for wild animals. 

Have fun learning Algonquian words. 
4JH These are but a few of the things a 
child can read and discover in Disney’s new 
Animated StoryBook Pocahontas, a CD-ROM 
experience through the landscape and characters of 
Pocahontas. At the click of a mouse, you bring to 




IRS 


life hundreds of Disney animations on sixteen interactive 
screens. Two unique panoramas let you experience settler and 
Native American communities in amazing detail. Stimulate 
your mind and tickle your funny bone with four multi-level 
games. Relive your favorite scenes, discovering new things 
every time you play. It’s the 
tlEp magic of Disney, and it’s ( 

^ right at your fingertips. 

Once Again, The Magic of ’ 

Disney Begins With a Mouse. 



© The Walt Disney Company 
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Doonesbury Screen Saver 

You might feel a tad guilty giving someone these 10 
brilliant, totally intense examples of cutting-edge 
satire. After all, who’s going to be able to get down to 
serious business on the computer with so much dis¬ 
tracting fun on the screen? Perhaps it’ll ease your 
mind to know that all proceeds will be donated to en¬ 
vironmental and human-rights causes. $34.99 ( Win¬ 
dows, Windows CD-ROM) from Mindscape, (800) 
234-3088, (415) 897-9900. Circle #454 





Visual Roots 


Here’s a gift for the whole family—including the gen¬ 
erations to come. This genealogy program offers a 
safe place to store family and medical histories, pho¬ 
tos, video clips, audio recordings, personal reminis¬ 
cences, birth and marriage certificates, and other im¬ 
portant documents. It’s not just a family tree—it’s 
more like a multimedia forest of genealogical infor¬ 
mation. $49.95 (Windows) from CommSoft, (800) 
327-6687, (707) 838-4300. Circle #455 


You Don’t Know Jack 

This irreverent trivia game will liven up any gather¬ 
ing, making it a great gift for laughs all year round. 
Up to four players can compete to answer more than 
800 hilarious questions that test their knowledge of 
pop culture. Contestants experience all the excitement 
of being on a TV quiz show, right down to the wise¬ 
cracks they must endure from a smart-aleck emcee. 
$29.99 (Windows CD-ROM) from Berkeley Systems, 
(800) 344-5541, (510) 549-2300. Circle #456 


U YOU DON’T KNOW I 

JACK 
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Puzzles 


Music games 
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INTRODUCING A JUNGLE GYM 
FOR THE MIND. 


Thanks to Disney’s new interactive CD-ROM, “The Lion King Activity Center”, your kids 
can play for hours on end with Simba and his friends. There are nine exciting and 
challenging activities, which inspire children to learn and use their creativity. As 
they master each one, they can increase the difficulty so they'll never run out of fun 
things to do. It’s bound to be the best workout your kids will ever have. 
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Dogz, Your Computer Pet 



H2ilDAf 


How cute is that doggy in the window? (Your PC win¬ 
dow, that is.) These computerized canines nap quietly 
in the comer of your screen and will perform dozens of 
tricks on command. Magically, the pups grow up be¬ 
fore your eyes, reaching maturity 30 days after instal¬ 
lation—no housebreaking required! There’s a variety 
of different breeds, and you can check out the pups on 
the Internet at www.pfmagic.com/dogz/adopt before 
you “adopt.” $19.95 each (Windows) from PE. Magic, 
(800) 482-3678, (415) 495-0400. Circle #457 


The Day After Trinity 

It’s not the cheeriest subject for holiday time, but seri¬ 
ous history buffs will be fascinated by the full-screen 
version of this Oscar-nominated 1980 film about J. 
Robert Oppenheiiner and the development of the 
atomic bomb, with running commentary by the film’s 
director. Thanks to the multimedia treatment, viewers 
can call up FBI files, documents from the Manhattan 
Project, and 100 haunting black-and-white photos. 
$29.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) from 
Voyager, (800) 446-2001, (914) 591-5500. Circle #458 




Voyage Through the 
Wonders of Italy 

Armchair travelers will relish every step as they wan¬ 
der the bridges and canals of Venice, and the streets 
of Florence, Rome and Sienna—without budging from 
their computers. Beautiful photographs, videos, inter¬ 
active maps and drawings explore the country’s art, 
architecture, landscapes and history, to the accompa¬ 
niment of the music of Vivaldi, Rossini, Verdi and 
other Italian master composers. $59.95 (Windows 
CD-ROM) from E.M.M.E. Interactive, (203) 406- 
4040. Circle #459 
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What’s the best way to share a 
childhood memory with your child? 

Think. Think. Think. 


With "Disney's Animated StoryBook 
Winnie the Pooh and the Honey Tree" on 
CD-ROM, Pooh comes to life in a whole 
new way. Now your child can read and 
learn with Pooh and his friends. They'll 
enjoy five sing-alongs, four skill-building 
games and hundreds of things to discover 
throughout this timeless tale. It's an experi¬ 
ence that will bring back memories and 
create new ones. And with Pooh, learning 
will be fun and exciting. After all, a bear of 
very little brain can be very, very smart. 










Golf Digest’s Best 
Places to Play 

As any golfer will tell you, some courses are to die for. 
To find such links to heaven, this multimedia program 
features videos, photos and all the facts on 14,000 fair¬ 
ways and greens in the United States, Canada and the 
Caribbean. It also gives forethought to the 1,700 Best 
Places to Play and the Best 18 Holes You Can Play. 
$29.99 (Windows CD-ROM) from Creative Multimedia, 
(800) 262-7668, (503) 241-4351. Circle #460 




Explore the Grand Canyon 

This interactive magic-carpet ride is the next best 
thing to visiting the national wonder: Soar over tow¬ 
ering buttes, zoom in for a close look at the Inner 
Gorge and float down the mighty Colorado River. All 
told, the spectacular photographs, videos, 3-D mod¬ 
els, voice-overs and original music make this virtual 
tour a real trip. $49.99 (Windows CD-ROM) from 
the Coriolis Group, (800) 410-0192, (602) 483- 
0192. Circle #461 


The Collections 


Le Louvre — the Palace 
and Its Paintings 

Even if a trip to Paris isn’t in your plans, you can enjoy 
the wonders of the Louvre by examining 100 treasured 
paintings on your computer; highlight the details or see 
the works in the full screen. The magnificent architec¬ 
tural details of the palace itself also appear in multime¬ 
dia splendor. $49.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh 
CD-ROM) from BMG Interactive and Montparnesse 
Multimedia, (212) 930-6768. Circle #462 • 
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Windows* 95 puts the power of a server 
on your PC.The new Plug & Play 
Back-UPS* Pro " will keep it there... 




> 
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Back-UPS 

Pro 

6 5 0 






If you’re about to invest in a new 
multi-tasking operating system 
like Windows 95, experts say it 
may be time to invest in APC 
protection. Why? Because bad 
power is the largest single cause of 
data loss, and on a multi-tasking system, your 
vulnerability is multiplied. When full protection is as 
affordable as a new mouse, it just doesn’t make 
sense to leave your premium machine unprotected. 


Starting 

at $ 239 ! 

Includes 

FREE 

Plug & 
Play 

software! 



„ . real-time display of UPS status, 

id certified Windows 95 Plug & Play 
zompatibility for easy installation. 


gj I FURTHER ENSURE RELIABLE 
Pi SYSTEM PERFORMANCE BY 
SEN CHOOSING A UPS LICENSED 
TO BEAR THE DESIGNED FOR 

\ows 95 Logo...” Microsoft 


“[With Windows 95].. Users a re keeping 

DATA AT RISK THAN EVER BEFORE... A UPS IS 
QUICKLY BECOMING A MUST... “ 

ComputerLife 


Protect against the inevitable power hit with 
new Back-UPS Pro, the one and only UPS designed 
for Windows 95. Automatic Voltage Regulation 
(AVR) provides the edge you need for full protection 
against extended brownouts or overvoltages without 
draining the battery, while CellGuard " intelligent 
battery management extends battery life with fast 
recharge and deep discharge protection. The units 
even include built-in lOBase-T network cable/phone 
line surge protection for a bulletproof response to 
anything Mother Nature or Murphy's Law may send 
in your direction. Plus they’re even backed by an up 
to $25,000 guarantee against surge damage to your 
equipment (see details). 

All in all, you can’t make a bad choice when 
you choose the company that protects more PC’s 
than all other UPS vendors combined: APC. 

For 6 minutes of runtime on a typical 486, 
choose BU Pro 280PNP. For Pentiums or more 
runtime, choose the BU Pro 420PNP or 6S0PNP. 
Call for a Free demo Disk, 60-page catalog, or 
visit our PowerPage" at http:llwww.al 
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Starting at $ 19 Starting at $ I 19 Starting at $299 Starting at $3499 


AMERICAN POWER CONVERSION 

800-800-4APC 

Dept 01 

401-788-2797 fax / 800-347-FAXX Pou 
132 Fairgrounds Rd„ W. Kingston RI 02S 
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From the publishers of HOMEPC.. 


The ultimate online navigation tool! 


NetGwde 

GET ONLINE! 
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Money- 

Saving 

Reviews 


- °' I 

^ ) » 


SHOP Day 

and Night 

Hot games 


Safe sites 

for kids 

DOOM Booms! 
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with the new 

•nontWy guide 
to the online 
world of 


RaiphHader on www information and 
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entertainment! 


W hat's new online? Which Internet news- 
groups, chat lines, and bulletin boards 
are hot? Where's the online action - 
and how do I get there? 


Software! • Games! • Romance • Lifestyles! 
• Politics! • The Media! • And much more! 


Find out with NetGuide, the first-ever program 
guide to Cyberspace! 


There's never been a magazine like NetGuide! 
Every month NetGuide points you to the best and 
brightest places to be and things to see online - 
more than a hundred listings broken down by 
areas of interest for quick and easy access. 


• News, Arts & Entertainment! • Sports! 

• Business & Finance! • Travel! • Reference 
Sources! • Science & Technology! • Computers & 


These aren't ordinary listings - 

Before we publish them, our expert staff 
3 each listing. How easy is it to 
? If it's a bulletin board, is the line always 
busy? How expensive is it? Is it worth the cost? 
Navigate like a pro... 

NetGuide isn't only a "where to" guide. It's 
also a "how-to" manual. You'll learn how ^ 
to get around cyberspace and valuable 
techniques to make you a more cost- 
effective explorer on the information 
superhighway. 
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Be one of the first to try NetGuide! 
Call 1-800-238-6644. 


Charter 
Offer 

spree 

ISSUES! 


V 


OFFER: You will receive a COMPLIMENTARY 3 ISSUE TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION to NetGuide. We will also send a Charter discount invoice for 12 1 * ^ ) I 

additional issues (15 issues in all) for only $14.97 - less than a dollar an issue, and a Charter savings of 65% off the newsstand rate. If you aren't **" A 1503HG I 
amazed by what NetGuide shows you, return the invoice marked "cancel." You will owe nothing and your three free issues will be yours to keep. ^ ^ 

























To Preserve Your Family Values, 
Choose One Of Our Family Values. 


Now more than ever, 
you need a Microtek 
scanner! It’s the easiest 
way to get photos, 
drawings or pages of text 
into your computer. 

Save Your Family In 
More Ways Than One. 

With a Microtek scanner 
you can scan and save 
cherished family photos, 
before they’re lost 
forever. Create family 
albums or family trees on disk. Or scan and 
save forever that yellow, brittle newspaper 
clipping of your daughter when 
she led her soccer 
team to victory. 


Help Your Kids 
Make The Grade. 

Your kids can use a Microtek 
color flatbed scanner to add 
photos or illustrations to their 
school assignments. Or to 
make fliers with scanned 
photos, drawings or maps to 
announce softball, soccer, 
scouting, or high school fund¬ 
raising events. 


Or include eye-catching 
photos or illustrations to your 
newsletters, brochures 
or proposals. 


More Family Savings. And 
we know your family values 
great deals. That’s why our 
family of scanners 
is so affordable. 

For about the cost 
of your weekly grocery 
bill, get one of the 
hottest selling little 
scanners for home or office. 

Microtek PageWiz™ is a personal 
page scanner that 
Oplugs into PCs or 
Windows-based 
notebook computers 
fri and instantly scans 

letters, forms and 
business cards. With 
Caere’s OmniPage 
Limited Edition OCR 
software (bundled with 
PageWiz) you can quickly 
convert printed docu¬ 
ments into editable text for 
faxing, e-mailing, storing or 
printing. 
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Your kids may actually start to enjoy their 
homework assignments when they find out 
how easy it is to add drawings or photos to 
(heir (era papers or other school reports. 


Color Scanners Anyone Can Afford. For 
only $399, you can purchase the high quality 
and ever popular ScanMaker® II. Or for 
award-winning color scanning at a fast 
single-pass speed, get the ScanMaker lisp 
for just $499. And for high-resolution color 
scanning pick up the ScanMaker IIhr 
starting at just $599. 

These amazing color 
flatbed scanners include 
ScanWizard, Microtek’s 
easy-to-use scanner 
controller software 
(which even a first¬ 
time user will find 
simple) and OCR 
software for scanning 
pages of text. Windows users also receive 
Microtek’s ImageStar II image-editing 
software and Macintosh users receive 
MicroFrontier’s Color It! paint and image¬ 
editing software. 

For the location of your nearest authorized 
Microtek reseller or for more information, 
call 1-800-654-4160 or with your touch- 
tone phone use our convenient AutoTech 
Fax-Back line at (310) 297-5101. 

Microtek quality desktop scanners for 
home or office. Don’t settle for anything less. 


Complete Your Home Office. And of course, 
a Microtek scanner is the necessary tool for 
any home office use. With it you can 
eliminate hours of retyping 
you scan financial papers, 
business letters, contracts or other 
important documents into 
your computer. 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 































The items on the previous pages highlight the best of what’s new in stores this season. But as you shop, don’t overlook 
standout programs reviewed earlier this year. To refresh your memory, here’s a list of all 43 software releases that won 
perfect four-star ratings in HomePC in 1995. This roundup of the most creative and well-designed games, education 
programs, and reference and hobby software includes updated prices, ordering information, suggested ages for the 
kids’ programs and the month of each review—so you can see for yourself why we think these will make great gifts. 



FUN AND GAMES 

Discworld 

Psygnosis, (800) 438-7794, (617) 497-5457 

$59.99 (DOS CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) 
July (Circle #479) 

Flight Unlimited 

Looking Glass Technologies, (617) 441-6333 

$59.95 (DOS CD-ROM) 

September (Circle #480) 


Lode Runner 

Sierra On-Line, (800) 757-7707, 

(206) 649-9800 

$44.95 (DOS, Windows, Macintosh) 

$49.95 (DOS CD-ROM, Windows CD-ROM) 
January (Circle #481) 



Monty Python’s Complete 
Waste of Time 

7th Level, (800) 884-8863, 

(214) 437-4858 

$59.95 (Windows CD-ROM) 
February (Circle #482) 


Triazzle 

Berkeley Systems, (800) 
308-6278, (510) 540-5535 

$39.95 (Windows, 
Macintosh) 

August (Circle #483) 



Under a Killing Moon 

Access Software, (800) 800-4880, 
(801) 359-2900 

$99.95 (DOS CD-ROM) 

February (Circle #484) 


KID RAVES 

Alien Tales 

Broderbund Software, (800) 521-6263, 
(415) 382-4600 

$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM, 

Macintosh CD-ROM) 

Ages 9 to 13 
July (Circle #485) 

Allie’s Activity Kit 

Opcode Interactive, (800) 557-2633, 
(415) 494-1112 J 

$59.95 (Windows CD-ROM) 

Ages 3 to 6 
February (Circle #486) 



Art Explorer Deluxe 

Adobe Systems, (800) 833-6687, (415) 961-4400 

$49.95 (Macintosh CD-ROM) 

Ages 8 and up 
November (Circle #487) 


Brimax Learning Together: 

The Rabbits at Home 

Reed Interactive, (800) 308-6353, 

(301) 601-2159 

$59.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh CD- 
ROM) 

Ages 3 and up 
March (Circle #488) 


ECO East Africa 

III Publishing, (800) 432-1332, 
(612) 996-6000 

$47.95 (Windows CD-ROM) 
Ages 14 and up 
August (Circle #489) 
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ColorPage-SP PRO 

I Single - Pass Color Smarter 

A Genius Scanner is the solution made for advancing all your Windows-based 
desktop publishing needs. By using our handy-size or flatbed scanners, you will 
connect yourself into the visual world of colorful publishing. Our variety of 
scanners can help to elevate your desktop publishing standards to a higher level 
with resolutions of up to 2400 dpi. With the optional Genius flatbed 
Auto-Document Feeder and the Transparency Media Adapter, increased 
scanning productivity is a snap! All of our scanners are TWAIN compatible and 
come bundled FREE with Image Editing software, OCR Text software, and 
Presentation software. Whatever the application, Genius Scanners bring you 
closer to the perfect scan - easier! 

For more information or for a Dealer near you, call 1(800) 456-7593 


Come Visit US at 


I COMDEX Fall 95 Las Vegas / SANDS Expo & Convention Center 
I 


Booth# S3061 
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Freddi Fish and the Case 
of the Missing Kelp Seeds 

Humongous Entertainment, (206) 485-12\ 

$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM) 

Ages 4 to 9 
April (Circle #490) 

Flying Colors 

Davidson & Associates, (800) 545-7677, 
(310) 793-0600 

$49.75 (Windows, Macintosh, Windows 
CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) 

Ages 8 and up 
February (Circle #491) 

Harry and the Haunted House 

Broderbund's Living Books, 

(800) 521-6263, (415) 382-7818 

$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM, 

Macintosh CD-ROM) 

Ages 3 to 8 
January (Circle #492) 

How Many Bugs in a Box? 

Simon & Schuster Interactive 

$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh 
CD-ROM) 

Ages 3 to 6 

September (Circle #493) 


Interactive 
Reading Journey 

The Learning Company, (800) 
852-2255, (510) 792-2101 

$89 (Windows CD-ROM, 
Macintosh CD-ROM) 

Ages 4 to 7 
January (Circle #494) 


JumpStart First Grade 

Knowledge Adventure, (800) 542-4240, 
(818) 542-4200 

$54.95 (Windows CD-ROM) 

Ages 5 to 6 

November (Circle #495) 

Kid Phonics 

Davidson & Associates, (800) 545-7677, 
(310) 793-0600 

$59.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh 
CD-ROM) 

Ages 4 to 7 
June (Circle #496) 

Kids World 

Bit Jugglers, (415) 968-3908 

$30 (Windows, Macintosh) 

Ages 5 and up 
February (Circle #497) 









Brona, the ancient Warlock King has 
returned! Slain decades ago by the 
Sword ofShannara, Brona's evil spirit 
noiv roams free as the legendary Sword 
lies shattered in pieces. It is your des¬ 
tiny to restore the ancient weapon and 
imprison Brona forever...but destiny 
has its price and it is far higher than 
you could ever imagine. 

An original story guaranteed to thrill 
any adventure fan! 


A multimedia spectacular complete 
with sophisticated 3D modeled 
images, incredible animation and ox 
40 speaking characters. 


Based on the NY Times best selling 
novels by Terry Brooks. FREE 
Shannara novel packed in every box! 


' ' ** d t. Y 

IJ! LEGEND™ 

9 ENTERTAINMENT COMPANY 


Actual Super VGA & Animation Clips Shown 
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Learn the Art of Magic 
with Jay Alexander 

Broderbund Software, (800) 521-6263, 

(415) 382-4600 

$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh 
CD-ROM) 

Ages 8 to 12 
December (Circle #498) 

The Lost Mind of Dr. Brain 

Sierra On-Line, (800) 757-7707, (206) 649-9800 

$44.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh 
CD-ROM) 

Ages 12 and up 
October (Circle #499) 


Math Blaster Mystery: 
The Great Brain Robbery 

Davidson & Associates, (800) 
545-7677 , (310) 793-0600 

$40 (Windows CD-ROM) 

Ages 10 and up 
August (Circle #500) 


Memphis Math: 

Treasure of the Tombs 

WordPerfect Main Street, (800) 526-5225, 
(SOI) 225-5000 

$49 (Windows CD-ROM) 


Ages 8 to 14 
February (Circle #501) 


My Favorite Monster 

Simon & Schuster Interactive, 
(800) 983-5333, (212) 698-7456 

$49.95 (Windows CD-ROM, 
Macintosh CD-ROM) 

Ages 4 to 10 
May (Circle #502) 


My First Encyclopedia 

Knowledge Adventure, (800) 542-4240. 
(818) 542-4200 

$45 (Windows CD-ROM) 

Ages 3 to 6 
May (Circle #503) 


My Make Believe Castle 

Logo Computer Systems, (800) 
321-5646, (514)331-7090 

$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM, 
Macintosh CD-ROM) 

Ages 4 to 7 

November (Circle #504) 


Oregon Trail 11/ 

The Yukon Trail 

MECC, (800) 685-6322. (612) 569-1500 
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HIS HOLIDAY SEASON, Orchestra wants 

you to indulge your eyes with a symphony of colors. 
You’ve been good all year, so go ahead. Delve into rich, 
harmonic hues that will delight your eyes and wallet alike. 
Look at the new Tuba II and Tympani 17” monitors. They’ll 
bring the music of your Windows 95 software to a thrilling crescendo. 

When it comes to monitors, bigger is 
definitely better. And now is the time to 
invest because Orchestra has made the 
exceptional affordable. PC Magazine, Byte, 

MacUser and CD ROM magazines all agree 
that our 17” displays offer superior value. So 
replace your 14” monitor with a Tympani or 
Tuba II. Get all the multi-tasking workspace 
you need to be more productive. Jazz up 
your games, on-line services, CD-ROM’s 



New Windows 95 users will appreciate Tuba II’s fine 0.28mm dot 
pitch, 2000 x2000 maximum resolution and FST edge-to-edge big 
screen display. All this, with an estimated selling price of « * 
under $729. If you want a big, high-performance monitor . 

at a holiday-budget price, choose the Tuba II. 

If your budget is in a minor key, fear not, for the „ 
Tympani is the answer for ww' 
thosfe with big-screen dreams 
and a snralTscreen budget. For $469, you 
can have a 17” screen, with two-thirds 
more Windows screen area than many 15” 
screens which cost about the same. A suite 
deal in any key. 

The Tympani features a maximum 
non-interlaced resolution of 1024 x 768, 
pincushioning controls and Energy Star 


and World Wide Web pages. And do so, knowing that our 
quality, price and performance compose a rare value. 

The Tuba II is our latest opus, with an ensemble of 
features to spoil you. It offers high resolutions and 
refresh rates, microprocessor controls and compliance for today’s power 
consumption and emission standards. Our On-Screen Display system 
also enhances performance by controlling the following: 

• Pincushioning/Barreling • Color Temperature 

• Trapezoidal Distortion • Tilt/Rotation 

• Color Balance 

partmk 

1-800-555-MALL 1-800-531-4 


compliance. It’s the ideal monitor for the oversized display of games, 
CD-ROM reference content, on-line access services and general use 
applications, at a price that’s truly music to your ears. 

All Orchestra monitors, including the Tuba II and 
Tympani, come with a three-year warranty and toll-free 
tech support. For a free brochure or dealer information call 
(800)237-9988. And remember, 

Orchestra brings you a symphony of 
color for a song of a price! 


TigerDirect 


ife O'ufUjfaA 

C—3 MultiSystems, Inc 
Technology In Concert 

(800)237-9988 
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$44.95, The Yukon Trail (Windows, Macintosh) 
$49.95, The Yukon Trail (Windows CD-ROM, 
Macintosh CD-ROM) 

$58, Oregon Trail II (Windows CD-ROM, 
Macintosh CD-ROM) 

Ages 10 to 16 
July (Circle #505) 

The Pagemaster 

Turner Interactive, (800) 

278-4355, (404) 885-7976 

$49.98 (Windows CD-ROM, 

Macintosh CD-ROM) 

Ages 6 to 12 
April (Circle #506) 

Pantsylvania 

Headbone Interactive, (800) 267-4709, 

(206) 323-0073 

$49.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh 
CD-ROM) 

Ages 4 and up 
November (Circle #507) 

Recess in Greece 

Morgan Interactive, 

(415) 693-9596 

$34.95 (Windows CD-ROM, 

Macintosh CD-ROM) 




Ages 7 to 12 
March (Circle #508) 


Sesame Street 
Letters/ 

Sesame Street 
Let’s Make a Word/ 
Sesame Street 
Numbers 
Creative Wonders, 

(800) 245-4525, 

(415) 572-2787 
$39.95 (various CD- 
ROM formats) 

Ages 3 to 6 

December (Circle #509) 



SimTown 

Maxis, (800) 236-2947, 

$44.95 (Windows 
CD-ROM, Macintosh 
CD-ROM) 

Ages 8 to 12 
June (Circle #510) 

Travelrama USA 

Sanctuary Woods, 

(800) 665-2544, (415) 
286-6100 


(510) 254-9700 

r 
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™ e .p est $29.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh 

Ages 7 and up 
October (Circle #511) 



Where in the 
World Is Carmen 
Sandiego?/ 
Where in the 
USA Is 
Carmen 
Sandiego? 
Broderbund 
Software, (800) 
521-6263, (415) 
382-4600 


$49.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh 
CD-ROM) 

Ages 9 and up 
January (Circle #512) 


Julia Child: Home 
Cooking with 
Master Chefs 

Microsoft, (800) 426- 
9400, (206) 882-8080 

$39.95 (Windows CD- 
ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) 

December (Circle #514) 

Lost Treasures of the World 

Follgard CD Visions, (800) 721-1142 

$49.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh 
CD-ROM) 

September (Circle #515) 

One Tribe 

Virgin Interactive, (800) 874-4607, 
(310) 246-4666 

$49.95 (Windows CD-ROM) 

April (Circle #516) 



«=-r 

HOME LIBRARY/ 

The Way Things Work 


LIFESTYLES + LEARNING 

Echo Lake 

Delrina, (800) 324-6525, 

(416) 441-3676 

$49.95 (Windows), $59.95 (Windows 
CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) 
November (Circle #513) 

up. m 



Looking for an article that ran in a previous issue of HOMEPC ? 



check out our 1995 Editorial Index 



On America Online 

Keyword: homepc 


tell On the Internet 

http://techweb. 

cmp.com/hpc 


* 


Or send a #10 stamped, self-addressed envelope to HomePC 
Editorial Index, 600 Community Drive, Manhasset, NY 11030 


j£t 


For article reprints, 
call (800) 682-4972 
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Queen 

Helena 


Herod 
the Great 


King David 


Suleiman 

the 

Magnificent 


Jerusalem is a lot more fun 
when you know the right people. 


There is no place on earth more 
sacred, or more loved, than Jerusalem. 
Throughout the course of her three- 
thousand year history, Jerusalem has 
been conquered over and over again, 
with each new ruler leaving his mark. 
But Jerusalem is not a city of wealth or military importance. 
Those who sought to conquer Jerusalem did so because of her 
importance as a holy place. Now you can explore the timeless 
beauty and mystery of Jerusalem, with 
those who know her best. 

Take a walk with Herod the Great, 
as he tells you the real reason why he 
built a wall around his palace. Have 
tea with Suleiman the Magnificent, as 





you inspect the very rock from which Mohammed ascended 
to heaven.Visit a Renaissance-era bar with Dirk the Crusader. 
Take a Stroll with Queen Helena as you cruise Jerusalem’s 

“main drag.” King David himself, will 
show you the sights of his city. 

And, if you get the itch to explore 
solo, just jump off the tour and head 
out on your own. 

When you’re finished touring, you 
can visit the complete multimedia data base and timeline. With 
hours of video and hundreds of historical sites meticulously 
re-created, Jerusalem, past and present, will come alive before 
your very eyes. Just call 1-800-472-8777 and before you 
know it, you’ll be cruising the streets of Jerusalem with friends 
you didn’t even know you had. 
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from the Document WorkCenter straight into your 
own word processing program. Imagine bringing 
paper to life. No re-typing. No wasted time. 

The Document WorkCenter's easy to install, easy 
to use. And at $699, it's also easy to afford. That price 
even includes our Service While You Sleep program, 


Five essential functions. One machine. 
Combine a Xerox Document WorkCenter™ 250 with 
your brilliant ideas, and you've got everything you 
need to do your best work ever. Right at home. 

It's a fax, a printer, a copier, a scanner and a PC 
fax. Everything about the Document WorkCenter 
was designed to make you more productive, more 
professional than ever. 

It handles multiple jobs simultaneously, so you'll 
never miss a fax or wait to print. And super-high reso¬ 
lution means clear text and crisp images. Everything 
looks smart and professional. Including you. 

We've even included award-winning TextBridge 
Professional Edition® software. This easy- 
to-use package lets you scan in any document 


Scan 


WorkGenter.250 

The all-in-one office partner. 


















a big part of the Xerox commitment to customer service. 
It means if you should ever have a problem, we'll bring 
| a free replacement to your door the next business day. 
hw Visit Office Depot, OfficeMax or Staples 
I to learn more and take one home. You can also 
visit us at http://www.xerox.com/soho.html or 


just phone 1-800-TEAMXRX, extension 814. 

You'll discover the Document WorkCenter 250 
truly is a simpler way to do good work. 

The Document company 
XEROX 










The charge is |l omicide. 
Proving it wm be IT1 lurder. 


mbMjf F 

m wsTcity Hall°* _ 


You are the prosecutor on a shocking murder case. 

Some artists die for their art. James Tobin killed... 
Broderbund or did he? As San Francisco's D.A., you must prove he 
did, in what has become the most sensational murder case to hit the Bay Area 
in years. Every reluctant witness and shred of evidence is required to paint a 
homicidal portrait as chilling and surreal as one of Tobin’s own paintings. 
Call your first witness, Counselor. Can you prove murder... In The 1st Degree?™ 

Available for Windows® and Macintosh® on CD-ROM at your local retailer. 
Or call Broderbund Software-Direct at 1-800-521-6263. Refer to code 714. 
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listening to a busy signal, or waiting on hold for 
30 minutes only to have a support technician 
suggest fixes she’s already tried. "I just can’t 
stand dealing with them anymore,” says the 
Tripoli, Iowa, factory supervisor bluntly. 

Jim Hunt has had better luck. He’s owned a 
computer for eight years, and the Jackson, 
Mich., car salesman is grateful that “in all that 
time, with all my software, I’ve only had to 
call a company for help one 
time.” But that experience is 
not one he’d care to repeat. 

When Jim called Intuit for 
help with his Quicken 
program, the company 
immediately replaced 
one of his software 
disks, saying it was 
probably defective. 

When the new disk 
didn’t solve his prob¬ 
lem, he called Intuit sev¬ 
eral times and got no re¬ 
sponse. So what did he do? 

“I threw the software away and 
bought a competitor’s program.” 

Odds are many of you can relate to what Lois 
and Jim have felt. When HomePC asked readers 
to share their software-support experiences with 
us in a recent survey, we received 4,000 respons¬ 
es (see methodology sidebar on page 174) that 
held numerous tales of software woe. Respon¬ 
dents complained of waiting far too long to get 


problems solved and lamented the quality of the 
support they ultimately received from software 
manufacturers. Two of every five readers (41 
percent) reported problems with software in the 
past year that led them to seek assistance. Of 
that group, on average, readers reported prob¬ 
lems with two programs. 

Our readers encountered technical problems 
with so many titles from so many different 
manufacturers that it was impossible to deter¬ 
mine with statistical accuracy which software 
companies have provided the best support for 
their products, as we did when we ranked com¬ 
panies for hardware reliability and support (see 
“The Best PC Support,” November 1995). But 
we can draw a number of telling conclusions 
about overall trends and how some of the 
largest software companies have performed: It’s 
clear the industry could do better. 

Problems come fast, help is slow 

More than 80 percent of people who reported 
software problems faced them during the ea¬ 
gerly anticipated moments when they first tried 
to use a new program. This was particularly 
vexing to parents who watched their children’s 
faces sink from delighted anticipation to disap¬ 
pointment. On average, owners of programs 
from Disney Interactive, Sierra On-Line and 
IBM reported more problems in the early going 
than Microsoft and Intuit customers. 

Nearly all software programs come with 
manuals, but readers seem to believe they’re 



readers hold software to a higher reliability standard than PCs 


HomePC readers were mostly pleased 
with their software's reliability. Overall, 
74 percent of those polled told us they 
were satisfied or very satisfied with the 
reliability of programs they purchased 
in the past year, compared with 84 per¬ 
cent who said they were satisfied with 
the reliability of their hardware. That's 
surprising, because our polls showed 
that readers ran into far more problems 
with their PCs than with their software. 
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of respondents found the manu¬ 
al of any use in solving technical snafus. And 
only 50 percent described the software manual 
as helpful in directing them to better sources of 
information, such as phone or on-line support. 

Since they couldn’t count on the manual, 
most people—65 percent—next turned to soft¬ 
ware manufacturers for help; 12 percent went 
back to the retailer, 12 percent asked friends or 
relatives for assistance, and 8 percent went to 
their PC manufacturer. 

Phone support caused readers the most grief. 
When people dial up a company, they expect a 
person to answer. Failing that, they want to be 
able to leave a message. Apparently this is news 
to software companies. Only 14 percent of 
readers who called a support line say they got 
through right away. On average, they waited 
on hold for nine minutes, with one in five wait¬ 
ing 16 minutes or more. IBM and Disney Inter¬ 
active customers reported much longer-than- 
average waits for their calls to be answered. 


numbers: new labeling for CD-ROMs 


1 inior 


has waited a week 
for software service. 


“The first time I called IBM I was on hold for 
over an hour, which I found rather extreme,” 
says Janrae Frank, a San Jacinto, Calif., writer. 

“Somebody would come on the line every 
once in a while, listen to what I had to say, then 
pass me to someone else,” says Dave Dabay, a 
Dublin, Va., telecommunications worker. He 
called Disney Interactive four times and sat on 
hold between 12 and 20 minutes each time. 

But Parsons Technology won many readers’ 
respect for its prompt response. “I got a bad disk 
that wouldn’t boot, so I called Parsons,” says 
Francis Davis, a retiree from Alexandria, Va. 
“They answered on almost the first ring imme¬ 
diately sent me a new disk, and it worked.” 

“I couldn’t believe how quickly.Parsons an¬ 
swered the phone; I was so used to waiting on 
hold for a long time when I called Dell,” says 
Sharon Dimascolo, a Cranston, R.I., bookkeeper. 

As if getting stuck on hold weren’t bad 
enough, what really got readers’ goats was hav¬ 
ing to pay for the privilege of wasting their own 
time. Many software companies have pulled the 
plug on toll-free phone numbers for their sup¬ 
port assistance centers. Since most support 
lines are open only during business hours, long¬ 
distance charges can mount up quickly. 

Jack Arnold, a retired Bell Labs researcher 
from Loomis, Calif., spent $85 on a single 
transcontinental call to IBM for help with the 
OS/2 operating system. “I spent more money 
trying to get ‘free’ software support than the 

Illustrations by Peter Hoey 



When Jim Gallo pur¬ 
chased Disney Inter¬ 
active's Aladdin Activity 
Center last Christmas, he 
expected to pop the pro¬ 
gram into his CD-ROM 
drive and watch his kids' 


faces light up. But the program crashed, the chil¬ 
dren were crestfallen, and Jim's anger rose. 

It took four phone calls to the company before 
Jim learned that the program wouldn't work on his 
PC. "Why don't they put everything you need to 
know to be able to run the program on the label?" 
wonders the Milford, Mich., automotive technician. 

Jim's experience is far too common. "Consumers 
return as many as 40 percent of all the CD-ROMs 
they purchase," says Ken Christie, vice president of 
marketing for the Interactive Multimedia Associ¬ 
ation (IMA) in Annapolis, Md. To improve customer 
satisfaction—and help boost its members' profits— 
the IMA has launched a campaign called CD Match. 
One of its goals is to establish a standard, easily 
understood CD-ROM label, similar to the Nutrition 
Facts box that now appears on all food packaging. 
The label (see prototype below) would clearly indi¬ 
cate on the box the minimum operating system, 
CPU type and speed, memory, graphics resolution, 
CD-ROM drive speed, hard disk space, audio specs 
and any unusual requirements. 

You should see the first CD-ROMs bearing the 
new labels in stores this spring. The IMA also 
plans to distribute free software that will scan 
your computer and let you print out a description 
of its specs in a form that matches the categories 
on the product label. That list will come in handy 
at the store, telling you at a glance whether your 
computer has what it takes to run the CD-ROM you 
want to buy. — J.K 


IMA Configural 

ion Requirements 

OPERATING SYSTEM 

Windows™ 3.1-3.11 

CPU TYPE & SPEED 

486 DX, 33 MHz 

MEMORY 

8 MB 

GRAPHICS 

640 X 480 X 256 

CD-ROM SPEED 

2X 

AVAIL. HARD DRIVE 

12 MB 

AUDIO 

16 BIT, 8 KHz, 22 KHz 

OTHER 

VFW™ 2.1 
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program cost in the first place,” he says. 

Toronto accountant Vernon Paige has the 
same feeling when he calls Computer Associates 
for help with its Simply Accounting program: 
“When I make a call to Vancouver—and spend 
10 or 20 minutes on hold listening to music I 
don’t like—it gets expensive quickly.” Readers 
said the best thing software manufacturers and 
retailers could do to improve support would be 
to provide toll-free phone numbers. 

To avoid phone follies, readers are turning to 
the support that software companies offer on the 
Internet and commercial on-line services such as 
America Online, CompuServe and Prodigy. “Fve 
used CompuServe three or four times for inex¬ 
pensive support,” Vernon says. “Microsoft has 
been excellent in that regard, getting back to me 
the next morning after I leave a query. That 
costs maybe 75 cents or a dollar of on-line con¬ 
nect time. I don’t mind that.” 

Most respondents—84 percent—said they 
were aware of on-line software support, and 
about one in four of that group had given it a 
try. Of those who had tried on-line support, 
more than half said they were satisfied with the 
service; only 12 percent found it unsatisfactory. 

“I thought it was very scary at first, but once 
you do it, you see there’s nothing to it,” con¬ 
fides Janice Barta, an Eden Prairie, Minn., 
homemaker. “I get all my support on-line now. 


I’d rather post a message and come back at my 
own convenience than be on hold for 40 min¬ 
utes the way I used to be with Sierra On-Line 
and Gateway 2000.” 

While the number of U.S. homes equipped 
with a computer and modem is still relatively 
low—only about 18 percent, according to 
the annual Odyssey Homefront 
Survey conducted by San 
Francisco market research 
firm Odyssey—on-line 
support may be the 
wave of the future. It’s 
less expensive for soft- 
i ware manufacturers 
and more convenient 
for customers; 83 per¬ 
cent of the respondents 
said they were likely to 
on-line support in 
the future. 

Faxing a company for 
help is another option. When 
Sandi Morton couldn’t get through 
to Corel on the phone, the Metaline Falls, 
Wash., computer draftsperson sent a fax outlin- 
ing her problem and listing her serial number. A 
technician called Sandi at her office the next 
day with a solution. 

Sandi was more fortunate than most of those 



how we conducted the 1995 software support survey 


HomePC's survey of readers' 
software-support experiences 
was a joint effort of the mag¬ 
azine's editorial and research 
departments, with additional 
input from PC Data, a market 
research company in Reston, 

Va. The study was conducted 
in strict accordance with 
accepted market-research 
practices. 

Postage-paid survey cards 
were bound into all copies of 
our July 1995 issue. By the 
stated July 31 deadline for 
replies, we had received 
approximately 4,000 com¬ 
pleted reader surveys—a sig¬ 



nificant response for a poll of 
this type, which typically is 
based on a response of 500 
to 2,000 individuals. 

The geographic distribution 
and demographic makeup of 
the respondents to this poll 
mirror HomePC s overall cir¬ 
culation, validating the 
respondent sample. The mar¬ 
gin of error for this sample of 


4,000 respondents is plus or 
minus 2 percent. Respondents 
encountered technical prob¬ 
lems with a wide variety of 
software titles from many dif¬ 
ferent companies; no pro¬ 
gram or company received 
enough mentions to enable 
us to draw statistically signifi¬ 
cant conclusions upon which 
to tabulate a ranking of all 
companies' software-support 
performance. 

HomePC 's editorial staff 
designed and developed the 
survey with the assistance 
and supervision of the maga¬ 
zine's senior research manag¬ 
er, Michael DeMilt, who 
helped interpret the results. 
Musick Research Services, an 
independent research firm in 
Hackensack, N.J., edited, 
coded and tabulated the 
reader responses. — J.E. 
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Just because you have a credit rating and use deodorant 
doesn’t mean you can’t trade hot licks with a rock ’n’ roll band. 


noise from our 

fun & 
games 


Yeah, you’re still cool. And now you can prove it when you play Quest for Fame. 
In order to join the rock band Aerosmith, you’ve got to get good enough with 
the Virtual Pick to work your way out of your bedroom and onto their world 
tour. You can play the VPick on everything from a squash racquet to a coat 
rack. It’s challenging. It’s fun. It’s the ultimate air guitar. ^ Check it out on 
the Internet at http://www.software.ibm.com To purchase, visit your local 
retailer or call 1 800 426-7235 (source code 5217). 
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surveyed. On average, it took slightly more 
than a full day to reach the person who ulti¬ 
mately solved the respondent’s software prob¬ 
lem; one in 10 people reported waiting a week 
or more. Disney Interactive and Intuit cus¬ 
tomers were far more likely than the average 
respondent to wait longer than a week. 

Spreading the blame 

Many people described their search for assis¬ 
tance as a kind of treadmill run. “When I final¬ 
ly got through to Disney to complain about 


their Aladdin package, they blamed my 
Packard Bell computer,” says Dave Dabay. 
“Packard Bell told me it was a Disney problem. 
I called Disney back; a week and several calls 
later they grudgingly admitted it was a code 
issue, and they would get a software fix for my 
sound card. Here I’ve got a 6-year-old champ¬ 
ing at the bit; how can I explain to him that I’m 
getting the runaround for a week before they 
give me an answer?” (For one solution to the 
“runaround” problem, see sidebar below.) 

But reaching the right person is only the be- 


call and response: the rise of independent software hot lines 



Tom Palmer was stumped. After hours trying 
to puzzle out a few confusing features in 
Microsoft Word and Lotus 1 -2-3, he decided to 
call for help. But the Richmond, Va., banker 
didn't dial up either Microsoft or Lotus. 

Instead, he called PC Helps Support and paid 
$2.40 a minute for guidance. 

"I was frustrated; then I made one call and 
got help for both programs," Tom says. "The 
technician was efficient, and it was well worth 
the $ 15 it cost me when I think about how much 
I might have spent on long-distance calls to 
Microsoft or on-line charges for 'free' support." 

There's been an upsurge in the number of 
independent software support lines promising 
to get callers out of a jam. Software makers 
have helped fuel their growth by charging cus¬ 
tomers directly for support, or eliminating toll- 
free numbers and making callers pay hefty 
long-distance rates only to wait on hold. 

But the primary reason customers are turn¬ 
ing to independent support companies may be 
that most of these services don't point any fin¬ 


gers: If you have a conflict between program 
A and program B, the technicians will solve it 
rather than blaming the other company and 
directing you to call there for help. 

"The quality of some of these companies' 
support is up there with what the software 
publishers deliver," says Bob Johnson, director 
of software services for Dataquest, a San Jose, 
Calif., market research company. "But make 
sure you know what you're paying for before 
the meter starts running." For example, find 
out before you sign up if the service supports 
the operating system you use, and if it handles 
conflicts between software and hardware. 

Here are three other key questions to ask and 
how some popular services answer them: 

• How many software products does the ser¬ 
vice support? The IBM End User Support Help 
Desk (800-964-8523) works with more than 
700 PC programs; Digital Equipment's Service- 
in-a-Box (800-888-4234) supports more than 
400 PC and Macintosh programs; some services 
handle fewer than 100 programs. 

• When are the help lines open? Software 
Support (800-756-4463) tackles problems 24 
hours a day, seven days a week; PC Helps 
Support (800-733-2378) is open 12 hours a 
day, five days a week. 

• How much will it cost? Some services 
charge approximately $ 150 a year for an unlim¬ 
ited number of calls; others bill per problem ($25 
is common) or per minute (typically $2 to $3). 

Sidney Stogel, a partner in a Boston computer 
consulting company, chose the $ 144 annual fee 
at Service-in-a-Box. He spent 40 minutes on the 
phone during his first call, when he tried to fig¬ 
ure out how to print his Excel spreadsheet in 
color; he now calls as often as once a month. 
"They're patient, they ask the right questions, 
and if they can't figure something out, they 
research it and call me back in an hour," Sidney 
says. "It pays for itself in all the time I save dur¬ 
ing the year." — J.K 


176 HOMEPC December 1995 








to talk on the Internet, 


the conversation 


begins with the 


new UltraSound 


Plug & Play 


Sound Card 


■resenting the new UltraSound Plug & Play Sound Card™ from Gravis. It gives 
E you everything you'd expect from the company that pioneered affordable 
wavetable technology. In fact, it provides you with more support for all your 
l favorite games and multimedia applications, and more high-quality music sound 
I than other wavetable sound cards. Plus, you get complete Sound Blaster™ 

I compatibility and the convenience of Windows 95 Plug & Play™. 

I But what really makes this card special? It's the only card that offers full duplex 
I capabilities. Which means you can have simultaneous, real-time verbal 
I conversations-on the Internet. And enjoy amazing cost-savings and unlimited, 
j worldwide accessibility, as only the Internet can provide. 


We've bundled our sound card with everything you need to get your Internet 
conversations flowing. You get the Mosaic™ Web Browser for Internet connection, 
the Internet Phone™ for dial-up capabilities, Real Audio™to ensure real-time 
sound, and even a special microphone. So all you need to do is start talking. 
And listening. And talking. And saving a heckuva lot of money along the way. 

[THE NEXT CENTURY OF WAVETABLE SOUND] 

Call 1 -800-663-8558 
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ginning. It took companies a week on average to 
solve our readers 1 software problems—about a 
day-and-a-half longer than it took to solve 
hardware problems. Roughly a third of those 
surveyed said their problem was never resolved 
to their satisfaction or they were still waiting. 

“I got so fed up sitting on the phone for 
hours trying to get help with Dinosaur Safari 
from Creative Multimedia that we just don’t 
bother using the game,” says Michael Parlberg, 
a McHenry, Ill., police officer. 

“I called WordPerfect three or four times over 
the course of six weeks to see why I couldn’t 
print labels,” says Lillian Brady, a Rightstown, 
N.J., legal secretary. ‘‘They tried several things to 
get my printer to work, then told me to buy 
WordPerfect 6.1—I’d bought WordPerfect 6.0 
just weeks before. I said the heck with it and use 
a memory typewriter to print my labels.” 

In about 20 percent of the cases, our readers 
solved their problems by getting replacement 
software from either the manufacturer or the 
retailer that sold them the program. About one 
in 10 people simply returned the problematic 
software for a refund or store credit. (CD-ROM 
manufacturers are taking steps to reduce re¬ 
turns and solve other problems by spelling out 
a program’s hardware requirements clearly on 
the box; see sidebar on page 173.) 

When asked what caused their problem, 
readers cited conflicts between hardware and 
software, a piece of faulty software and a con¬ 
flict between two software programs, in that 
order. Some of those polled didn’t care what 


caused their problem as long as the company 
solved it: One in four said they never found out 
what caused their software glitch. 

Despite all the problems I hey encountered 
getting assistance with their software, readers 
generally praised the support engi- 
s who tried to help. About 
ree of every four respon¬ 
dents rated the support 
person’s attitude as ex¬ 
cellent or very good. 
“I’ve called several 
| game companies, and 
I I’ve never spoken to 
[ anyone who wasn’t 
very, very nice on the 
phone,” says Adrienne 
Talley, a Deadwood, 
3.D., office clerk. 

“Once you get someone 

_ 11 you back, the people at 

Disney are very helpful,” says 
Larry Haagsma, a manager at a Sparta, Mich., 
distribution company. Microsoft technicians re¬ 
ceived much higher-than-average grades for 
positive attitude. (For a look at software sup¬ 
port from a Microsoft technician’s point of view, 
see sidebar on page 182.) 

On the other hand, many of those polled had 
negative things to say about their experiences 
with software-support staffs. One in four rated 
the support person’s ability to solve their prob¬ 
lem as unsatisfactory, and a like number found 
the length of time the technician took to fix the 


hardware support staffs get the nod over software counterparts 




It's easier to obtain technical support for a 
PC that's on the fritz than for software 
that won't work. Fifty-seven percent of 
those polled said they were satisfied or 
very satisfied with the software support 
they received for programs purchased in 
the past year. But 70 percent were 
pleased with the support they received 
for their hardware. And more people 
were very dissatisfied with software sup¬ 
port than with hardware support. 
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After MMKkffi ing 20,000 subterranean mutants, 
15,000 aliens, and 8,500 enemy spacecraft, 
wouldn't it be great to something? 


Like music. ||| You say you don’t play music and never took lessons? How much 
spaceship flight instruction have you had? None-and you still took on the best enemy pilots in the universe. 

That’s what’s great about Yamaha Visual Arranger software. If you know what kind of music you like and how 
to run a computer (Mac or PC) you can create original music in most any style. Just choose your favorite- from rock |9ra| 
to country j^^j to rhythm & blues. Add chord changes- don’t worry, we give you a menu of chords that fit the style. 
Then use your computer keyboard to lay down smokin’ solo licks. And you can change instruments, re-mix the song, change tempo, 
even switch to a completely different style (how would that country & western song sound as reggae, [p|l|| mon?). 

All you need to run Visual Arranger is your computer* with a sound card or a General MIDI keyboard. (We also 

make those, but that’s another ad). 

So give those aliens, ninjas, gunfighters, and kick-boxers a little time off and run up a score you can really be proud of. 
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problem unacceptable. Many scribbled angry 
comments in the margins of the survey form or 
relayed them to us in phone interviews. 

And yet for all that, the respondents handed 
out generous final grades for software reliabili¬ 
ty and support. An amazing 74 percent of those 
polled said they were satisfied or very satisfied 
with the reliability of the software they pur¬ 
chased in the past year, while 57 percent said 
they were satisfied or very satisfied with the 
quality of support for their software. 

It seems as if home computer users expect 


trouble from software, just as people in the 
1950s accepted the wavy, snowy pictures on 
their TV sets. Should buyers simply accept that 
it’s normal for programs to contain bugs? Con¬ 
sumers don’t tolerate poor TV reception, noisy 
interference on phone calls or PCs limited to 
640K of RAM; software customers deserve and 
should expect higher reliability and better sup¬ 
port for their money. Voice your opinions in the 
Software Support folder in our forum on Amer¬ 
ica Online (Keyword: homepc). We’ll be watch¬ 
ing companies’ progress closely in 1996. • 


on the front lines: a day in the life of a software support team 



Microsoft support engineer Erik 
Torgerson paces back and forth 
around his cubicle, stepping as far 
as his headset cord allows. He 
rarely stops moving as he fields 
calls from baffled customers. 

He spends 13 minutes giving 
step-by-step instructions on how 
to install the Automap program— 
click here, then click on this icon, 
then click there, says Erik, never 
bothering to glance at the three 
computers on his desk. He knows 


this program—and the 33 others he supports—as well as 
the road he travels daily between work and home, and 
can communicate his expertise in simple terms with PC 
users who call for help. 

As befits the world's largest software company, Micro¬ 
soft operates the biggest software-support organization. 
Its 4,000 in-house and contract technicians handle more 
than 43,000 calls a day. The operation costs the company 
$600 million a year, even after deducting the fees it 
obtains charging some customers for phone support. 

"We try to get a caller to an engineer in no more than 
two minutes and resolve the problem on the first call, 
which we do about 95 percent of the time for our home 
products," says Deborah Willingham, vice president of 
support. She acknowledges that some callers waited more 
than an hour for help in the first weeks after Windows 95 
debuted on August 24, but when we checked in early 
September, no caller waited longer than six minutes. 

The vast majority of the company's support staff look 
like scruffy college students. They seem to relish hunting 
for bugs and rescuing crashed computers, even if frustrat¬ 
ed callers yell at them from time to time. 

David Moller, who takes calls on the Windows 95 sup¬ 
port line between 3 p.m. and 2 a.m., typically spends 
about 30 minutes with each caller, though sometimes a 
solution can take more than an hour. He's patient and 
doesn't rush customers off the phone; Microsoft judges the 
performance of its support staff on customer satisfaction 
rather than the number of calls handled in a day. 

Occasionally, David gets stumped. If the customer has 
called on the 900 line, where help costs $1.95 a minute, 
David puts him or her on hold while he looks up informa¬ 
tion or yells over his partition for a colleague's help; cus¬ 
tomers don't pay for time on hold. When David can't solve 
a problem, he promises a more experienced engineer will 
investigate and call the customer within four days. 

Once in a while, a technician receives a call that's 
amusing enough to share with the rest of the staff. There 
was the woman who kept stepping on her mouse, think¬ 
ing it was a foot pedal, and the guy who stuffed two 
disks into his floppy drive because the installation told him 
to insert disk two but never said to remove disk one first. 
It's all in a day's—or night's—work. — -J.E. 
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■ Doubling RAM doesn't have to be hard. Install SoftRAM 95 and instantly speed up Windows 95 and Windows 3.0 
and higher. Run multimedia and RAM hungry applications. Open more applications simultaneously. Say good-bye to 
"Out-of-Memory" messages. 4MB becomes at least 8MB. 8MB becomes at least 16MB. Get the idea? (In fact, you can 
get up to 5 times more memory.) SoftRAM 95 works with all 386 and higher desktops and laptops. PC Novice calls 
SoftRAM the "real RAM doubler for Windows.” Executive Summary: Don't Run Windows Without It.” syncronys 


SoftRAM 95 is now at resellers everywhere or direct from 1-800-691-7981. 















is. Here's the 
scoop on four programs 
that push the envelope, 

with ideas for making a 


Shortly after Thanksgiving, a trickle of Animation software lets 
greeting cards tucked between the bills 
and catalogs in the mailbox grows ii 
a steady stream of daily surprises. We 
catch sight of a colorful envelope in the 
stack and can’t wait to see whom it’s 
from, how the card inside looks and 
what the greeting says. Some cards are 
breathtakingly beautiful. A few bring 

coveted letters from friends or family far away. Others betray almost no 
emotion at all—best wishes ring hollow over prefab signatures. 

To give friends and family a special treat this holiday season, use your 
home computer to send original greetings unlike any they’ve seen. Using an¬ 
imation software, you can create multimedia cards that come alive on the 
recipients’ computers. These programs let you add music and sound effects 
to your text and graphics. More impressive, they make your card move. For 
example, you can have your greeting drop on screen letter by letter, or float 
entire words into position. You can make a bird fly or a train chug simply 
by dragging a pre-animated item into place and putting it into motion. A 







MULTIMEDIA GREETINGS 


three scenes, using materials readily available 
in your program’s library. 




series of scenes in your greeting, played in se¬ 
quence, can look just like a movie. 

Some animation programs are tricky to 
master, but I found several that will put dab¬ 
blers perfectly at ease. Each includes drawing 
tools, background options, graphics, animat¬ 
ed actors, sound effects and music. 

Every program has you 
start by building a scene, 
or page, which can be as 
simple as a colorful back¬ 
ground or as elaborate 
scanned photo portrait. 

Then you add the action, 
which may be as basic as a 
drawing that appears line 
by line, or as ambitious as a choreographed 
troupe of animated actors doing a holiday 
dance. You can add sound effects, and experi¬ 
ment with visual tricks such as wipes and dis¬ 


solves. Finally, you decide how long each 
scene will be and how many you’ll string to¬ 
gether for your presentation. 

For your first stab at multimedia card¬ 
making, the trick is to keep it simple. You 
should try to convey your message in two or 


Studio M 

Far and away, the easiest program 1 saw to 
animate a greeting card is Studio M, which 


also a series of predesigned templates similar 
to those in the popular Print Shop Deluxe 
and Print Artist programs. The templates in¬ 
clude a premade short animated greeting 
with “placeholders”—to per¬ 
sonalize the animation, sim¬ 
ply drop your message, 
graphics and photos (if you 
have a scanner) into place. 
Basic instructions for cus¬ 
tomizing the card are found 
in easy-to-follow word bal¬ 
loons. You can further modi¬ 
fy the template by adding 
text, or dropping in anima¬ 
tions, music or sound effects 
that are stored in the Studio 
M libraries. 

Of the 50 templates in 
Studio M, six are suitable for 
Christmas greetings. Al¬ 
though the program promises 
choices ranging from silly to 
serious, the kind of offbeat 
humor found in studio cards dominates the 
selection. One card features “The Twelve 
Daves of Christmas”—scan in your own 
photo to become any or all of the 12 Daves, 
including a cop and a Deadhead. The card is 
easily adaptable for women named Kay or 


includes not only t 


: animation tools, but 


On your first try, the trick is to keep it simple. 
Limit your card to two or 


Instructions in Studio Mpop up in easy-to-read word balloons. 



Studio M’s templates favor the kind of offbeat humor found in studio cards. “ Seasoning’s 
Greetings" (above) fits on a single disk, and the recipient doesn’t need Studio M to run it. 








































Because we are the only online service that offers full internet access, easy-to-use email and unsurpassed content, we have 
become a vital connection between people and their dreams. And right now, you can have 10 free hours to fly anywhere 
you’d like on this powerful service. Visit over 3000 sites. Sit in on countless forums. Surf the Net. Whatever you want to 
do, you can do it free for ten hours your first month. After that, a CompuServe membership is yours for only $9.95 a month; 
and only $2.95 an hour after 5 free hours of access every month. So give your dreams wings. Give them CompuServe. 
For a free membership kit; mail the reply card or call 1-800-487-0588. CompuServe 









MULTIMEDIA GREETINGS 



families named Ray—you get the idea. An¬ 
other card that can fit any winter holiday be¬ 
gins with a multimedia fanfare and dissolves 
to a hearth with an animated fire. The punch 
line: ‘“With multimedia like this, who needs 
TV?” A template that contains an invitation 
to a New Year’s party could be converted 
into a card easily. My personal favorite is one 



If Studio M’s templates don’t cheer you, you 
can design a card from scratch using clip art. 


loading the file and double-clicking on its 
name or icon in Windows. 

If the templates in Studio M don’t tickle 
you, choose No Template and start from 
scratch, drawing on the program’s ample li¬ 
braries of clip art, sound effects, music and 
animated graphics. You can also scan in your 
own art or family photos, record your own 
audio with a microphone if you have a sound 
card (you can buy a mike for as little as $20), 
and even insert stills or segments from home 
videos if you have a video-capture card. 

One easy way to create a card from 
scratch is to make a gradient background by 
mixing green and white. Then use the Text 
Option to type Merry Christmas. Choose an 
appealing font and make the letters red. 
Next, select Modify Object and click on 
Transitions. To the left of the screen, you’ll 
see a list of ways to present type on the page; 
for example, Slider makes the letters appear 
to slip out of a slot in the middle of the page, 
and Random Pixels reveals your words on 
the screen a few dots at a time. 

Once you choose an effect, select Modify 
Page, then Duration, to indicate how long 
you want the words to linger on the screen. 
Next, create a second page with Merry 
Christmas written in a different language, 
and choose a different font and transition. 
Make as many of these pages as you like. Set 
them to music, such as the Holiday 3 selec¬ 
tion you’ll find by choosing Sound, then 
Disk. If you have a microphone, try record¬ 
ing your kids singing the first line of a 
Christmas carol in the different languages. 
On the final page, add the greeting, “No 
matter how you say it...Have a Wonderful 
Christmas.” 


that shows a rack of singing spice jars with 
the message “Seasoning’s Greetings.” 

When you save your greeting, you have 
the option to “Save As Self-Running” on a 
high-density (1.44-MB formatted) disk. Es¬ 
sentially, this creates a program that runs it¬ 
self and “plays” the animation, so the card’s 
recipient won’t need a copy of Studio M to 
“read” it. Most of the templates are designed 
to fit on a single disk; if your production 
takes up more space, on-screen instructions 
will tell you how to save it to a second disk. 

Your greeting can be played back by anyone 
who has a minimum 386 PC with 
megabytes (MB) of RAM, 

Windows 3.1, a 256- 
color driver for the 
graphics card and a Win¬ 
dows-compatible sound 
card. The program comes 
with nine convenient it's as simple as attaching a file, 

playback-instruction la¬ 
bels; affix one to the disk 
before you mail it. 

Studio M also lets you send your greeting 
by electronic mail. The manual includes de¬ 
tailed instructions for sending your multi- 
media greeting over various on-line services 
or the Internet; for the most part, it’s as sim¬ 
ple as attaching the file to an e-mail message. 

The recipient can play the card just by down- 


0 


Director’s Lab 

Studio M is meant for grown-ups. It has a 
comprehensive help menu that will feel fa¬ 
miliar to any Windows user. Its sound effects 


Studio M lets you send your greeting 
by electronic mail. For the most part. 


and artwork are polished and, frankly, a lit¬ 
tle predictable. If your household includes an 
adolescent, or an adult with a slightly skewed 
imagination—and the card’s recipient also 
has a taste for offbeat humor—you may pre¬ 
fer Nickelodeon’s Director’s Lab, a surpris¬ 
ingly sophisticated animation tool for people 
who revel in Gak—and even some of us who 
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ONCE YOU'VE 
BEEN SOUNDBIASIED 
YOU'LL NEED TO BE 



SOUNDJACKED 
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O.K. Your kids want to play a CD 
ROM disk on the family computer. 

But you don't want to be blasted 
out with sound. What do you do? 

Get SoundJack™! 

With SoundJack anyone 
can quickly, easily adjust the 
program volume — on external 
speakers or headphones — without 
interrupting their music or game to access 
the computer's software volume control. 

SoundJack puts control at your 
fingertips. Mount it virtually anywhere — 
on the computer, desktop or wall for quick 
connection of headphones without struggling 
to reach behind the computer. 


. Moluwe 
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Silencing speakers becomes as simple 
as plugging the headphones into SoundJack. But 
every musical note or alien battle cry can still be 
heard through the headphones. There's 
even a second headphone jack so Iwo 
kids can enjoy. 

All sound reasons to buy 
SoundJack, wouldn't you say? 
Order now, before the next alien 
attack, and you'll get a free pair 
of headphones and game CD 
by Kidsoff. But hurry, this 
special offer ends soon. 




















Introducing the' 


Modem Blaster 28.: 


>ftware value. That s what made Sound Blaster #1. 


http://www.creaf.com. 

Modem Blaster 28.8 External — Effortless installation, sleek external 
case and easy-to-read displays make this ideal for users who want to save 
a slot in their PC. 


Modem Blaster 28.8 Plug & Play —The perfect high speed solution 
for hassle-free, jumper-free, stress-free modem connectivity. A dream 
come true for Windows 95 enthusiasts. 


Modem Blaster 28.8 PCMCIA —- On the road or in the office, this 
laptop modemprovides instant, powerful fax/modem capabilities. 


Now the makers of bound Blaster bring you a new 
fill modems with a new series of Modem Blaster 28.8 products. Our 
remarkable Modem Blaster line includes a modem and NetManage 
internet software, on-line services and best-selling games, making it 
easy for you to instantly surf the 


net, browse the web, chat online 
and wage modem battles head-to- 
head. And all at the fastest 
modem speed available. 


Other modems will leave you all wet. Modem Blaster 28.8 
will let you ride the exciting new wave of PC communica- 
nore information, call our Fax Back service 
8-428-2389 or check out our home page at 


Modem 


BLASTER 
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aren’t familiar with that gooey concoction, 
but have a silly streak. 

If you’re not a Gak fan, some of the things 
that make Director’s Lab attractive to kids 
may annoy you. For example, the help screens 
feature a young Nickelodeon star nodding to¬ 
ward the various features around her and ex¬ 
plaining what they do. 

Whether you like its 
style or not, you can’t help 
but be impressed by the 
number of choices in Di¬ 
rector’s Lab’s five libraries, 
which are crammed with 
unusual stamps (images), 
titles, video clips, music 
and sound effects. Each li¬ 
brary contains 10 cate¬ 
gories, including Animals, 

Vehicles, Sports and Stuff 1 
Made. You’ll find wilder 
items, such as a video of a 
Geyser of Gak and the 
sound of Wet Lips, in the 
categories labeled Nick 
Universe and Junk Drawer. 

The Hobdays and Events 
category has several items 
perfect for Hanukkah and 
Christmas. Director’s Lab doesn’t have tem¬ 
plates, but it provides sample videos of uncon¬ 
ventional holiday greetings to inspire you. The 
elements are tailor-made for a card that’s 
shocking, satirical or downright goofy. 

To start, either alone or with your child, 
try creating a card based on the classic poem 
“The Night Before Christmas.” Make a title 
page in the Title Editor room. Then go to the 
Video Suite; in the Video library choose Holi¬ 
days and Events, where you’ll find a short 
clip called Holiday Zoom (a camera shot that 


enough time to recite, “Twas the night before 
Christmas and all through the house...” 

Now bring the title page, video, and text 
or narration into the Director’s Lab, where 
you’ll see six timelines; they’ll look like film¬ 
strips when you select them. Click on the Ti¬ 
tles strip and drop your title into the first 
frame. (Add a blank screen to the second 



Director's Lab's three-second audio 
limit is long enough to record a 
cute phrase to go with the visual. 


moves from a hearth to a snowy scene out¬ 
side the house). Click on the clip to select it, 
then hit the Reverse button on the control 
panel to run it backward, so the viewer feels 
as if he or she is going into the house. 

Although you can add text from the Title 
Editor room to your video, it’s more fun to 
record your own narration (the program 
doesn’t include a microphone, however). The 
Sound FX Studio limits you to a three-second 
sound bite, but as it happens, that’s just 


Nickelodeon's Director's Lab will help you make terrific holiday 
cards, albeit with a decidedly irreverent approach to the season. 


frame, or the title will stay in the background 
throughout the video.) Click on the Video 
strip and start your zoom video in the second 
frame. Finally, click on Sound FX and insert 
your voice into the frames that contain the 
zoom video. 

Now head for the Graphics Studio and 
pull out graphics of sedentary animals such 
as the eel face, the fuzzbird or the porcupine. 
Record a soundtrack of yourself saying, “Not 
a creature was stirring except for...” In the 
final frames, record “The blob!IT in your 
most horrified-sounding voice, and follow it 
with the Scream from the Nick Universe cat¬ 
egory in the Sound FX library. 

Create a graphic for this section in the 
Graphics Studio. Go to the Graphics library, 
and in the Holidays and Events category 
choose Xmas Stuff—a picture of Santa with 
Christmas ornaments. Then cover the picture 
with a small green circle that gets bigger in 
each of three frames until it engulfs Santa. In 
the final frame, add something like, “Have a 
frighteningly good holiday!”—and don’t for¬ 
get to add your name, so your recipient 
knows just who’s responsible. 

This production, which was inspired by my 
own 11-year-old son Bert’s first effort at ani¬ 
mation, probably won’t win points for good 
taste, but it’s fun to put together and a blast 
to watch. The main problem with Director’s 
Lab is that it runs best in DOS, where memo- 
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"Edmarks Early Learning House Series Has 
Won Every Conceivable Award." 


With Edmarks award-winning 
Early Learning House Series, 
your child will develop a 
strong foundation in early 
math, reading, science and social studies—and will 
love every moment of learning fun! 

In Millie's Math House, Bailey's Book House, 
Sammy's Science House and Trudy's Time & Place 
House, captivating characters join children on 
exciting learning adventures. With the encouragement 


—Steven Kent, The Seattle Tinies 

of their new friends, children always achieve success 
through persistence—and their confidence and self¬ 
esteem soarl 

Recognized for educational excellence by parents, 
teachers and reviewers, each title in Edmarks Early 
Learning House Series is guaranteed to offer hours 
and hours of learning and laughter to your child. 


, ^EDMARK 

Excellence in Education for 25 Years 


This holiday season, receive a $5.00 mail-in rebate when you purchase any individual title 
in the Early Learning House Series at participating retailers. Visit your local retailer or call 
1-800-691-2985 for a participating retailer near you. Happy Holidays from Edmark! 


r products, please call 1-800-320-8380. 

CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 27 
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ry is in short supply; the program needs at 
least 540 kilobytes (KB) of conventional 
memory and 2 MB of expanded memory. In 
addition, you can’t resize art, so you have to 
use the stamps and animated clips as they 
are, and it can be difficult to edit the timeline. 

On the plus side, the program includes a 
Video To Go option that makes it easy to 



In Director’s Lab’s Video Suite, you edit your 
work frame by frame into filmstrips’ (at top). 


send a copy of your card to friends and fami¬ 
ly. Be sure to turn this option on before creat¬ 
ing your greeting by going to the Screening 
Boom and flipping the switch in the upper 
left comer. This ensures that when you pull 
together your video, the program will auto- 


should find your greeting card stored in Stuff 
I Made. Click the green Save button. It will 
prompt you to insert the first of two floppy 
disks; you’ll get the best results if you use 
blank, preformatted disks. The second disk 
will hold the card; the first will include the 
drivers needed to make your video play on 
any 386 or faster PC with 540 KB of conven¬ 
tional memory, 2 MB of expanded memory, 
DOS 4.0 or later, a Sound Blaster-compatible 
sound card and a 256-color video driver. 

When you mail out your disk, be sure to 
explain that it must be installed from DOS. 
To see your greeting, the recipient needs to 
insert the first disk in the floppy drive and 
switch to the prompt for that drive (either A4 
or B:\), then type “install” and press Enter. 
The installation program will prompt the re¬ 
cipient to insert the second disk. When in¬ 
stallation is complete, the prompt C: VID- 
TOGO appears. By typing in “play” and 
pressing Enter, your friend or relative will be 
able to view your card. 

Magic Theatre 

Magic Theatre doesn’t have a timeline or 
elaborate studios, yet its simplified format 
may make it the perfect program for 
younger children and for adults who’d rather 
not spend the whole holiday season fiddling 
with special effects. My 7-year-old daughter, 
Jessie, was able to make her own movie 
within minutes of sitting down with the pro¬ 
gram. But make no mistake: Magic Theatre 
is easy, not simplistic. Each time the pro¬ 
gram opens, you’re treated to a short feature 
that gives you lots of intriguing examples of 
what you can do with the program. (If you 




-**.■*• M 

Ten butterflies swooping. 




Magic Theatre’s easy-to-use format makes it a good choice for kids, or for adults with little time 
to learn the ropes. You ’ll find lots of library images, and you can record audio to go with them. 


matically limit its length to fit on one disk, or 
about 12 frames, depending on how many 
video clips you use. Keep an eye on the 
empty/full bar in the lower left as you work; 
it’ll show how much room you have left. 

When you finish your greeting, return to 
the Screening Room and click on Get. You 


want to skip this demonstration, you can cut 
it off by clicking on the Stop button.) 

You’ll get the best results with Magic 
Theatre if you think like a child. Jessie, for 
example, got tremendous pleasure from draw¬ 
ing with the marker tools—each has a sound 
that’s incorporated into the animation auto- 
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Enter Destination: Ocean and 

you’ve entered an underwater 
world of beautiful ocean back- 
I ground scenes, animations, music, 
f sound effects and sea-life stickers. 

I Imagine the stories your kids can 
■ create and the facts they can learn 
I with a tool that combines rich educational content with 
high quality multimedia story- and movie-making tools. 

That’s Imagination Express — a series of interactive 
I theme-based story- and movie-making programs that 
| inspire kids to become writers, animators, sound producers, 
[ art directors and publishers while they develop critical 
I communication skills. The settings of a Rain Forest, 

I Neighborhood, Castle and Ocean provide context and 
I content for amazing creations. 



This holiday 
e Imagination Express Series at 
J1-2985 for a participating 




$5.00 mail-in rebate when you purchase any Destination in 
participating retailers. Visit your local retailer or call 
you. Happy Holidays from Edmark! 


For information about the School Versions of our products, please call 1-800-320-8380. circle reader service number 26 

















We didn’t invent these games, 
we just gave them a whole new spin 


The games you grew up with just 
grew up. With spectacular graphics. 
True-to-life stereo sound. And a 
wealth of unique features that will 
blow you away. 

Get the high-roller treatment you 
deserve! Your helicopter lands you at 
Pharoah’s Casino...a beautiful bar¬ 
maid serves you a drink... and you 
stroll the casino floor deciding what 
to play, from 15 unique slot 
machines to blackjack, craps, 
roulette, mini-baccarat, seven styles 
of poker... and even video poker! 

• True casino-style play; standard 


TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS 

IBM CD-ROM 


Choose your game, table limits 
and number of decks. 

Unique “Tournament” mode. 


GRANDMASTER 

CHAMPIONSHIP 


CHESS 


You select the level and style of play, ) 
from beginner to Grandmaster; this 
unbelievable program has defeated some of the 
highest-ranked players in the world! 

• Animated lessons and hints in plain English from 
actual International Grandmasters. 

• Thousands of famous games to recreate and replay- 
you can even download games from the Internet. 

• Modem and network play! 


Visit Intracorp Online: 
America Online (Keyword: Capstone) 
CompuServe: Game Pub A+ Forum: 
Web Page Site: http://www.gate.net/~intri 
Or Call Capstone’s BBS (305) 374-687 


Casino Tournament of Champion' 
Chess, Ultimate Backgammon, T: 
All other trademarks and copyrigh 











GREAT HOLIDAY 
1 GIFT IDEA! 



Play Gin Rummy, Cribbage, Pinochle, Hearts, Spades, Whist, 
Euchre, Crazy 8’s, 31,99, George and OhHell. Pick from 18 
different opponents with different 
personalities and skill levels. 
TIP OCL • Super VGA graphics and 

w -c (j J'- sound. 

/ • Vast assortment of card 

PC / | py m. designs; table-tops. 

\ V y V J • Unique practice mode. 

\ 3 ~ • Mac or Windows-based. 


» f v; 


/ For fanatics and casual players 
alike, Ultimate Backgammon will 
have you rolling the dice for hours 
on end! 

f&p' • Selectable levels of play... from 
conservative to out-for-blood. 

• Variety of 2-D and 3-D boards. 

• Don’t trust the machine? 

Roll your own dice and key in your throw! 


V Championship 
Edition 

The most complete Bridge game anywhere! Skill levels from 
novice to excellent, plus tips from the computer to help improve 
your game. 

• Create partners; opponents of any skill level, age and 
experience. 

• Mac and Windows-based. 

• Seven different bidding conventions. Options for 

replay, rebid, and more. WIND* 

• Let the computer suggest your play. MAC Cl 


Capstone" 

The Next Move™ Series 
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matically—and then watching her picture 
reappear line by line on the screen. You can 
use this very basic technique to good effect in 
making holiday cards. For example, to make 
a Hanukkah greeting, use the dotted-rainbow 
spray can to draw a simple menorah—basi¬ 
cally a saucer on a stand. The music for this 
tool has a charming, magical sound. Next, use 
the bright-rainbow spray can to draw eight 
lines, or candles; each candle springs to life 
with a wonderful sweep on a harp. 

Next, choose an animated figure from the 
Animation library designated by the Fish 


and click on the Pause button. Use the 
widest white marker to make the man disap¬ 
pear. Repeat the process with seven other 
animated figures until all the candles are lit. 
Then add a final scene with a text greeting 
such as, “We hope your Flanukkah is filled 
with unexpected joys!” 

A similar approach can make a jolly 
Christmas card. Start with the outline of a fir 
tree drawn with the green marker. Fill your 
shape with green. Then have animated figures 
march up to the tree and “hang” ornaments 
chosen from the Magic Brushes section. Or, do 



To make this menorah scene in Magic Theatre, Carolyn drew the basic shape, and by dragging 
the mouse, she had the walking man and other Animation library characters light the candles. 


icon. I began with the walking man, but you 
can use anything from the swimming turtle 
to the little girl jumping rope. By holding 
down the mouse button and dragging your 
character across the page, you’ll create ani¬ 
mated movement. Stop the character when it 
reaches the farthest candle and release the 
mouse button. Open the Magic Brushes li¬ 
brary (designated by the wand) and select 
the flame. Click once to position a flame 
over the first candle. Now save the scene. 
Play the movie until you come to this point 


your own version of “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas.” Magic Theatre doesn’t have 
stamps for partridges and milkmaids, but you 
could have, say, six spacemen landing and 
four dinosaurs roaring. 

The microphone included with Magic 
Theatre makes it easy to record voice mes¬ 
sages to accompany your animations. For in¬ 
stance, your child could recite: “On the first 
night of Flanukkah, father lit the candle,” 
and so on. Or the entire family could sing “0 
Christmas Tree” as your animated tree is 
being decorated. Just remem¬ 
ber that narration adds sub¬ 
stantially to the storage space 
needed by your animation. A 
narrated production requires 
approximately 600 KB of stor¬ 
age per minute; without narra¬ 
tion, movies need 5 KB of stor¬ 
age per scene. 

Although Magic Theatre is 
likely to provide years of cre¬ 
ative fun for younger kids, it 
will eventually frustrate more 
ambitious animators. Among 
other things, you can’t change 
the size of the existing stamps 
and animations. Overall, its 
editing capabilities are ex¬ 
tremely limited. 

Magic Theatre also requires 


Get a multimedia card on AOL 

We’ve created an animated holiday card just for you. 
You’ll find it on America Online in the DOS/Windows 
section of HomePC ’s software library (Keyword: 
homepc), in the Holiday Cards folder. And there are 
fireworks galore in a 
New Year’s card that 
you can download for 
someone special. Both 
cards were made using 
Studio M; each takes 
10 minutes to download 
and send by e-mail. 
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some ingenuity if you want to share an ani¬ 
mated greeting with friends. Each movie 
you make is saved automatically to your 
hard drive; if you want to copy it to a flop¬ 
py disk in Windows 3.1, you must open File 
Manager and look in C:\mtheatre\movies 
(assuming you installed the program on 
your C: drive); in the Windows 95 Explor¬ 
er, look for the Mtheatre folder, and within 



Amazing Animation for the Mac includes a 
storyboard showing each scene, for easy edits. 


that, the Movies folder. Magic Theatre as¬ 
signs each movie a number. Your most re¬ 
cent production will have the highest num¬ 
ber; find all files with that number and 
copy them to your floppy. 

To play Magic Theatre files, the program 
must first be installed on the recipient’s PC. 
Fortunately, the relatively low cost of this 
program makes it a reasonable gift to send 
along with your greeting. When you mail 
your “card,” tell the recipient to load Magic 
Theatre and then download the contents of 
the floppy disk into the Movie file in the pro¬ 
gram—the path is C:\mtheatre\movies. Then, 
not only can the recipient watch your ani¬ 
mated greeting, but he or she can make one 
to send you in return. 

Amazing Animation 

Amazing Animation, available only for the 
Macintosh, has all the ease of Magic Theatre, 
more sophisticated capabilities, and few, if 
any, of that program’s limitations. Among 
other things. Amazing Animation includes a 
storyboard—a series of screens showing each 
scene you’ve created, so you can go back to 
edit or reorder scenes. You can also resize 
stamps, fix mistakes and save movies in a 


DARING FRENCH PAINTERS. 

AN ECCENTRIC AMERICAN COLLECTOR. 

STUNNING VISUALS. DRAMA. SUSPENSE. INTRIGUE 

(NOW SHOWING AT A SCREEN NEAR YOU.) 

The story of how Dr. Albert Barnes put together the world’s greatest private collection of 
post-tmprecsionist art is an epic in itself. Intertwine the live, and works ol Renoir, Matisse 
grays and Ileranne. Feature hundreds ol works ol art in exquisite detail. Add insightful audio 
■^■1 commentaries from expert,. And you have what has been called, in I he Wall Street 
Journal, “one of the best CD-ROM title, ot any kind." A Passion Imr Art b\ t iorbis Publishing. Lines 
form at software stores and bookshop, nationwide. See your retailer or call I -206-649-W7 • < 

e-T Iorbis 1995.'-Available at CompUSA, Conjpurer City, Egghead, Babbages, Software Etc., Barnes St Noble, Barriers and othfer fineaHlires. ifisit.^is at http://www.cotbis.corb 

































wouldn’t it 
be nice to buy 
a COMPUTER 
from someone 

WHO'S 

down-to-earth? 


©* it seems like you need a degree in physics to find the right 
computer, then maybe it’s time you shopped Sears Brand Central. 
Where you 11 meet patient, knowledgeable salespeople who can 
help you figure out exactly what you want. And explain it all 
in plain English, without the technical talk. Qhether you’re a 
chess fiend, gourmet cook or astronaut in training, 
you’ll find row after row of software for the whole 
family. In the latest formats, from multimedia CD-ROM to 
Pentium. Plus top-name systems like Apple, Compaq and Packard 
Bell. omputer shopping can be complicated. So shoot for 
Brand Central and keep it simple. 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 88 
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number of formats (Scrapbook, Pics and 
QuickTime) so they can be viewed on other 
computers, including PCs running Windows. 

With each of these programs, your multi- 
media greeting cards are limited only by 
your imagination and time—and a disk’s 
storage capacity. Although the programs 
greatly simplify the labor-intensive art of an¬ 
imation, it’s still going to take time to locate 
and coordinate the sounds and pictures you 
want. Also, as anyone who’s ever made a flip 
book knows, the illusion of animated move¬ 
ment is created by looking quickly through 
many pictures in which tiny changes have 
been made. Storing all those pictures takes 
lots of space, a fact you’ll need to remember 
if you’re hoping to cram your final creation 
onto a single floppy disk. Despite these 
caveats, animated greeting cards are a won¬ 
derful way to use a PC to capture the magic 
of the season—both for the people who get 
to make them and for those who get to 
watch them. • 


Carolyn Jabs is a HomePC contributing editor. 
You can send her your comments on this 
story—or even your multimedia greetings—by 
e-mail at carolynhpc@aol.com. 


shopper’s guide 

Here’s how to get more information on 
the animation programs mentioned here. 

Amazing Animation 

Claris, (800) 544-8554, (408) 987-7000 
$39.99 (Macintosh, Macintosh CD-ROM) 
Circle #535 

Director’s Lab 

Viacom New Media, (800) 469-2539, 

(212) 258-6000 

$59.99 (DOS CD-ROM) Circle #536 

Magic Theatre 

Knowledge Adventure, (800) 542-4240, 

(818) 542-4200 

$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM) 

Circle #537 

Studio M 

Gold Disk, (800) 982-9888, 

(408) 982-0200 

$49.95 (Windows CD-ROM) Circle #538 

Note: Before you buy any software, check your comput¬ 
er owner's manual to determine operating system, 
microprocessor, memory and disk space. Then read the 
software box or consult a salesperson to be sure the 
program and your computer are compatible. All prices 
are suggested or estimated retail. 
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The # / resource for Windows information 
meets today's cutting edge technology! 

WIND 0 Y/j iil-.i joiin ■: Oj is an exciting, new CD-ROM series that enables 
you to keep up with the world of Windows with the convenience and 
ease of a CD! 

Every quarterly release of this terrific CD series will treat you to an 
exhilarating, interactive Windows experience. You'll get: 

Every article published in WINDOWS Magazine in the past 12 months 
Full sound and video walkthroughs of the most exciting new software 
and hardware available. 

Quick access to hundreds of Windows tips and techniques 
And much more! 

Plus, on the Summer edition, you'll also getWintune 2.0, an easy-to-use 
program that will show you how your PC can run faster and more 4 Oflfl CC4 40nfl 

efficiently. You can join the more than 100,000 people who have I “®J{Sou"™s “S U 

already quickly and easily tuned up their computers with Wintune! call i-sm-mmss?. ext. sw. 


quarterly releases of 
v WINDOWS Magazine CD for only 
^.$39.95 and save 23% off the single-disc'™' 
rate. Or you Can get the next available 4 
quarterly release for only $12.95. 

^Jo order, have your VISA Mastercard or 
American Express ready and call 
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with the right 
COMPUTER, 
he’ll Hxercise 
his left 

BRAIN too 


O* your son would rather hit the pavement than the books, a Sears 
Brand Central computer will stop him in his tracks.©hoose from top 
name systems like Apple, Compaq and Packard Bell. And from some of 
the best software, including interactive programs that ■piliaaHPB 
make learning a breeze. Best of all, Sears flexible credit 1 iQ 
terms make it easy to bring home everything you need, all in one day. 
©ou want your kids to keep their minds in shape. So shop Brand Central 
and really get them rolling. 














Its the highest degree of learning. 


Introducing the exciting new Active Mind Series™ 
an extraordinary line of educational software from 
Broderbund. Developed with educational specialist 


the Active Mind Series’ emphas 
appropriate material expands 
a child’s interest in learning 


Active Mind Serfes 


The friendly characters, colorful animation, and lively 
nusic capture a child's imagination. Which results in a 


rest in learning. To learn more 
about the new Broderbund 


Active Mind Series, and to 


reading, writing,-and 
problemsolving 






call 1-800-397-4246. 


Broderbund 
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True to its name, Windows 95 
Explorer—one of the operating 
system’s new file-management 
tools—helps you discover more 
efficient ways to connect with 
your PC programs and data. 

If you’ve ever used Windows 
3.1’s File Manager, Explorer 
will look familiar; the way you 
view and work with your PC 
files will be similar as well. Like 
File Manager, Explorer shows 
you how files fit into the big 
picture. It uses an organization¬ 
al tree to depict relationships 


Discover how File Manager’s successor 

can ensure your data never 

again becomes uncharted territory. 


among individual files, groups 
of files (known as folders or di¬ 
rectories) and the drives on 
which they reside (hard disk, 
floppy and CD-ROM). Explor- 


i by Kurt Vargo 
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er’s clear overview of the files in your 
system provides its main edge over My 
Computer, Windows 95’s other new file- 
management tool. However, computer users 
who are just getting their feet wet at the PC or 
who cut their teeth on the Macintosh may find 
My Computer’s icon-based approach easier to 
use. To start My Computer, double-click on its 
icon in Windows 95’s main screen. 

If you’d rather stick to File Manager, Win¬ 
dows 95 lets you have your way, although you 
have to dig a bit to find it: Go into Explorer 
and click on the Windows folder on the left side 
of the screen, then double-click on the Winfile 
file-cabinet icon on the right. 

Be aware, however, that if you use File Man¬ 
ager, you’ll miss out on some handy features 
exclusive to Explorer—including new search 
options, and a toolbar that lets you carry out 
common file-management commands quickly 
by clicking on various icons. Whether you’re 
new to Windows or upgrading from an older 
version, it pays to explore Explorer. The first 
tips below will help a novice get rolling; they’re 
followed by hints for intermediate and ad¬ 
vanced users who want to take a deeper look at 
the productivity gains Explorer makes possible. 

beginners’ tips 

Explore your folders and files. 

Click on Windows 95’s Start button; when the 
menu pops up, highlight Programs—no click¬ 
ing necessary—to bring up another menu. 
Drag your cursor to the bottom of the second 
menu and click on Windows Explorer. The 
operating system takes you to Explorer’s main 


File Edit View Tools 

All Folders 

Help ._.. 

Contents of 'C:V 

i® 3V4 Floppy (A) 

Si-® 5% Floppy (B:) i 

SSMs-dosJ(C) Is 

; Si-Si Acroread H 

! S'S Aol£5_3 ■ 

S $~<3l Apps HI 

1-81 billstuff 

1 El-(23 Complib 
i-Hi Data 
! El (Si Dir Jab 

|~tt Dos g|j 

Exchange 

<! I ►! 

DiAcroreadi ^Autoexec, ad 3 jJ 

SAol25_3 ' EU Auto exec, bat 

llApps 0Autoexec.zyx S 

^ billstuff 0Bi.crd 

£1 Complib 0Bmallon.bat ■ 

23 Data k 0 Bootlog.prv 1 

2l Dir Jab ^ 0 Bootlog.txt m 

UDos P) Colorsh.crd ™ 

2l Exchange 0 Combo j 

§2 Ggcd nCommand.com 

SlHjpro 0 Command, dos 

iiHomecd EHCommon.bat (j 

ll Jgoa 0 Config.001 

<1 1 Ti 

3 15MB (Disk free space. 44 9MB) 

m Start j U Exploring - C \ ' € 11:58 AM 


dndow, which displays all of your comput¬ 
er’s drives—hard disk, floppy, CD-ROM 
and/or whatever is appropriate for your 
particular setup—as named icons. Folders are 
indented under the drive on which they reside. 

Open your folders. 

The Explorer window is divided into two parts, 
or “panes”: Think of the left side as the aerial 
perspective, while the right shows a close-up. 
When you click on a folder on the left side of 
the Explorer window, the files within that fold¬ 
er will be listed on the right. If a folder on the 
left has a plus sign next to it, that means it 
holds additional, or “nested,” folders. Click on 
the plus sign to expand that folder, so you can 
see what folders are sitting inside it; click on 
the minus sign to collapse the folder. 


O Have it your way—create and 
name your folders. 

Folders help you organize all the data and pro¬ 
grams stored within your PC. To create a fold¬ 
er, you must first decide where you want to 
store it—either on a drive or within another 
folder. Then, go to the left side of the Explorer 
window and click on the drive or folder you 
want. Next, go to the File menu and choose 
New, which will bring up another menu; drag 
your cursor to that menu and click on Folder. 
A new folder will appear in both the left and 
right panes of the Explorer window; on the 
right side, its label will be highlighted, allow¬ 
ing you to type in a name. When you’ve named 
the new folder, press Enter. (If you change 
your mind and want to rename a folder or file, 
just click on the icon for its drive or folder, 
then on the folder or file name; type in the new 
name and press Enter.) 

Get fancy with file names. 

One of Windows 95’s best new features is its 
ability to give your files long names—you’re no 
longer limited to eight characters with a three- 
character extension as in Windows 3.1. With 
Windows 95, you can call a file “June Bake-off 
Results” instead of something more cryptic like 
“bake6.doc.” Windows 95 can handle file 
names of up to 255 characters (it doesn’t mat¬ 
ter whether you use upper- or lowercase let¬ 
ters). You can also use characters that are off- 
limits in Windows 3.1, including blank spaces, 
plus signs, commas and square brackets. But 
to see each longer file name in its entirety, you 
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may have to resize your window or scroll 
the window’s contents to the right. 


© Be careful—long file 

names sometimes cause 
confusion. 

You can use long file names only when you’re 
working with files in Windows 95 or using pro¬ 
grams designed for the new operating system. 
T his poses some problems if you’re still running 
Windows 3.1 software or sharing files with 
someone who’s still using the older operating 
system. If your Windows 95 file name exceeds 
Windows 3.1’s eight-letter maximum or 
includes symbols the older system doesn’t rec¬ 
ognize, your file will be assigned an “alias” 
made up of the first six letters, a tilde (~), a 
number and an extension indicating the file 
type. For example, Windows 3.1 turns my Win¬ 
dows 95 file called “New story ideas, Dec. 95” 



into New_st~l.doc. That alias becomes 
the “official” name—even when I view the 
file in Windows 95—if I share the file with 
anyone who uses the DOS or Windows 3.1 
Copy or Backup command on the file while 
they’re working with it. Worse, if I copy 
New_st~l.doc to a folder that includes another 
file with that name, the file’s name will be 
changed to New_st~2.doc automatically and I 
won’t know a thing about it. Until most pro¬ 
grams and people have adopted Windows 95 as 
their operating system, when you use long file 
names in Windows 95, consider how they 
might be abbreviated under Windows 3.1. 


Drag-and-drop to organize files. 

The easiest way to move existing files and fold¬ 
ers into new folders is to drag them over using 
your primary mouse button (for righties, that’s 
usually the one on the left). You can drag one 


E x p l n r i n g 


WINDOWS 95 BOOKS AND OTHER GU1DFS 



Windows 95 may indeed be simpler to learn and easier to use than Windows 3.1, 
but no one’s an instant expert. If you need some pointers, consider one of the 
books or interactive tutorials listed below, which stand out in the flurry of new 
guides that aim to shed light on Windows 95’s features. 

Windows 95: The Visual Learning Guide by Grace Joely Beatty and David C. 
Gardner ($19.95 from Prima Publishing, 800-632-8676, 916-632-4400). Rather 
than overwhelm their readers with endless, uninviting pages of text, the authors 
pepper their guide with big, colorful screen images, punchy expla¬ 
nations and helpful arrows pointing to the relevant icons, menus 
and commands. 

Windows 95 in a Day by Jeff Weber ($19.95 from Weber Systems, 
216-591-9449). More sedate-looking than The Visual Learning Guide, 
this volume offers 10 lessons that take you from startup to more ad¬ 
vanced subjects, such as sharing information between programs. 
Each lesson includes exercises and a quiz. 

If you’re ready for greater challenges, try Windows 95 Made Easy: The Basics 
and Beyond by Tom Sheldon ($27.95 from McGraw-Hill, 800-722-4726, 212-512- 
2000). This 700-page behemoth tackles subjects such as faxing and the Internet. 
It may be slow going for beginners, though, because it has lots of text and fewer 


pictures than the two books above. 

If demonstrations help you learn, check out one or more of ViaGrafix’s six tuto¬ 
rials in the Windows 95 series ($49.95 each for videocassette or CD-ROM; $219.95 
for the set of six, from ViaGrafix, 800-842-4723, 918-825-6700). The discs run 
under Windows 3.1 or Windows 95; both versions include interactive lessons. The 
videocassettes are packaged with a floppy disk that contains PC tutorials. — P.R. 
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The Improv Presents: Windows®-95 
for The Technically Challenged; 

You’ll laugh hysterically while 
16 Improv corhics teach 
Windows* 95 In 17 easy, 
thorough lessons. Perfect for 
everyone—from complete 
novice to Windows savvy! 
Includes computer basics! 
Loaded with fun extras, like free 
tickets to the Improv! Windows 
95 not required—runs on 
Windows 3.1, too! 

$39.95 


Boh Dylan: 

Highway 61 Interactive. 

Winner of top awards and critical 
acclaim! Including the 1995 
Interactive Media Award from 
International Design Magazine, 

The Top 100 CD-ROMs from PC 
Magazine, Hot Pick from Windows 
Magazine, Editor s Choice from 
PC Direkt. A real gem for your CD- 
ROM collection. 


*¥* Interactive. 

The world’s best selling interactive 
music CD-ROM from the artist 
formerly known as Prince. Winner 
of the 1995 Readers' Choice 
Award from Multimedia World, The 
CD-ROM Top 100 from CD-ROM 
World. The 50 Best CD-ROMs from 
New Media, The Top 100 CD-ROMs 
from PC Magazine, The 1995 
Meridian Award from CD-ROM 
Reporter. $59.95 


TOMEVrDEOS 


Men/! The Guided Tour of Multimedia, 

2nd €dition. 

The recognized world standard for 
learning multimedia. Easy yet 
thorough, you’ll be an instant expert 
in six lessons; Multimedia Overview • 
Understanding Computer Basics • 
Multimedia Technical Fundamentals 
■ Understanding PC Multimedia 
Hardware ■ Understanding PC 
Multimedia Software • Creating the 
Multimedia Production. Loaded with 
FREE software. Windows, $39.95 


Me\i/! America's funniest Home Videos 

Lights! Camera! Interaction! 

It’s an interactive laugh 
factory with over 400 
hilarious video clips from 
America's most popular 
television show. You’ll create 
your own stories with 
hilarious surprise endings, 
even send your creations to 
friends on-line! Stuff for kids. 
Stuff for grown-ups. And fun 
for all! Windows/Mac. $39.95 


THESE 


OTHER STORES EVERYWHERE 






file or folder at a time—moving a folder 
takes along every other folder or file that’s ± 
in it—or several folders that you group to- 0 i 
gether. To select items that are listed con¬ 
secutively, click on the first item, hold 
down the Shift key, then click on the last item. 
Those two files or folders will act as bookends; 
they and everything listed between them will be 
hi ghligh ted. To select items scattered around the 
list, hold down the Ctrl key and click on each 
item you want. Then, to move the highlighted 
items, place your cursor on one of the selected 
items, hold down the mouse button and drag it 
to the new folder—all the other highlighted 
items will tag along; release the mouse button 
only after the destination folder is highlighted. 


Try two ways to copy files. 





If you want to copy one or more files from one 
folder to another, first select the items as de¬ 
scribed in the previous tip, then place your cur¬ 
sor on a selected item. While holding down the 
primary mouse button and the Ctrl key, drag 
the item to the new folder. You can also copy 
files using your secondary mouse button (for 
righties, that’s generally on the right). Select the 
it ems and hold down the secondary mouse but¬ 
ton as you drag them; this is called right-drag¬ 
ging. When your cursor is on the destination 
folder, release the button. A menu will pop up 
that lets you choose Move Here or Copy Here. 

If you’re copying files from disk to disk— 
say, from your hard drive to a floppy—there’s 
no need to right-drag. Windows 95 considers 
any dragging between disks as a command to 
Copy, rather than Move. 


O Create a folder to store com¬ 
monly used files. 

Say you produce a monthly newsletter that 
contains a logo and masthead you use in every 
issue. To save time locating and accessing files 


you use regularly, store them in a 
common” folder. First, create a new fold¬ 
er. Then select the files you expect to use fre¬ 
quently. Right-drag them to the new folder 
and choose Copy Here. 


© Use your toolbar to issue 

common commands quickly. 

Choosing options from a menu is a great way to 
see all possible commands at a glance, but it’s 
not as quick as a single click. If you’re carrying 
out a common file-management command, aim 
your mouse at the toolbar—the line of icons 
near the top of the Explorer window. (If you 
don’t see it, click on View, then on Toolbar.) 
Highlight the file you want, then click on the 
appropriate icon to tell Explorer what you’d 
like to do with it. You can use icons for opera¬ 
tions such as Cut (the scissors), Copy (the two 
overlapping pages), Paste (the clipboard with 
the little page), Delete (the X) and Undo (the 
curved arrow pointing backward). 


© 


Recycle your unused files 
and folders. 


When you no longer need a file or folder, select 
it and drag it to the Recycle Bin on the main 
Windows 95 screen. Items in the Recycle Bin sit 
on your hard disk until the Bin either runs out 
of room or you tell the system to empty it (dou¬ 
ble-click on the Bin, go to the File menu and 
click on Empty Recycle Bin). If you want to re¬ 
trieve a file, double-click on the Bin icon to see 



what’s in it. If the file you’re looking for is 
there, simply drag it out of the Bin and take it 
back to a folder or disk. 


© 


Dispose of the real trash. 


If you’re certain you no longer need a file or 
folder, select the item and choose Delete from 
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Introducing the new shape of 
advanced surge protection: 
Surge Arrest by APC 


T he simple truth may be disturbing: most PC’s 

already have more surge protection built into them than 
that provided by most so-called “surge protectors.” In other 
words, buying no protection at all is as good as under 
spending on one of the most important PC decisions 

you can make. Worse yet, the only way you’ll find out mm 

your “protection” is (or was) inadequate is the hard 
way: the school of high shocks. 

Don’t plug and pray 

While some things can be trusted to faith alone, 
proper power protection isn’t one of them. Not 

surprisingly APC’s SurgeArrest has j 
become one of the fastest-growing 
lines of power protection in the 9 ( » . \ 

world by doing what it says: 

Hk stopping surges from 

k damaging your sensitive 
1 electronics, today, 

' tomorrow. Forever. 

SurgeArrest * a lifetime 

provides the best warranty, SurgeArrest 

performance because it will be the last surge 

Me t‘s shell ^guaranteed pr0teCt0r 7°“ ever have 
up to S2S.000'). Since to buy. 

SurgeArrest carries a 

lifetime warranty, it will be PERFORMANCE 

f,rst > safety 
SECOND 

SurgeArrest is so advanced, its SafeShield desi g n 
holds its own patent (#342,055). The smooth 
curves isolates your equipment from power 
problems, then pick them off one by one (see ^ 

below). This multistage protection is far superior \ 

than single technology “surge suppressors.” ,y. VW 

Moreover, a SurgeArrest is available for any 
application, including phone lines and cable TV, ► 

and performance is even backed by up to a ‘ 

$25,000 repair/replacement guarantee on any 
properly protected equipment. Unlike competitive 
policies packed with fine print which disclaims 
their warranty for lightning strikes (just when you need it 
most!), SurgeArrest even provides protection against direct lightning 
strikes, so you can rest easy even in the worst storm. 


HOW APC’S PATENTED SAFESHIELD 
DESIGN PROTECTS YOUR EQUIPMENT 


unique SafeShield design is so advanced, it s 
been granted US. Patent # 342,055. In addition 
to a multi-stage protection package, SafeShield 
provides a fail-safe fuse which guards against 
dangerous wiring faults, and catastrophic 
event protection to stop lightning strikes 
before they reach your equipment. 

IfSHSHF"! v »it APC’s NEW 
( PowerPage ’ on the 

Internet: http:// 
www.apcc.com 


(bottom). 

But SurgeArrest goes beyond the 
performance you want to the safety you 
need. SurgeArrest’s SafeShield design 
incorporates a fail-safe thermal fuse to 
reduce the danger of surge-induced fires, a 
site-wiring fault indicator to automatically 
diagnose dangerous wiring conditions, and 
Catastrophic Event Protection, to ensure that 
your delicate equipment is protected at all costs, 
even by sacrificing the unit. And since a 
“Protection Working” indicator is standard, you 
never have to wonder if SurgeArrest is prepared to 
take a hit. If the indicator goes out, simply call APC 
for a new SurgeArrest at no cost to you. 

Recommended by the experts... 

APC has won more awards for performance and 
reliability than all other power protection vendors 
combined. Not surprisingly, when PCWorld recently 
went shopping for the ideal surge suppressor for the 
home office, they came up with SurgeArrest. So 
protect yourself before you kick yourself. Ask for APC 
SurgeArrest with the SafeShield design wherever quality 
computer products are sold. 

Over 2,000,000 satisfied users 

“We used to believe all surge protectors us 

alike... but when a storm hit every surge jifl 
protector we own was blown except for I 
SurgeArrest. It’s that much better of a product ..." k 
Roxie (left) and Sheila Russell Wjjk 
a SurgeArrest's^ indicators diagnosed a wiring 

landlord fixed the problem, but if we had used 
a cheap unit instead of SurgeArrest we would 
have had to pay. SurgeArrest has saved us time, 
money, and equipment problems..." 

Rick Thompson, Networx 


AMERICAN POWER CONVERSION 

800-800-4APC/401-788-2797fax1800-347-FAXX litfax/ 
132 Fairgrounds Rd., W. Kingston RI02892 USA 
A publicly-traded company (NASDAQ: APCC) 

Dept. Ol 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 184 
















the File menu or press the Shift and Delete 
keys simultaneously. Permanent deletion 
is a very good idea for large files you’re Ml 
sure you won't need anymore: if you W 
stash those files in your Recycle Bin in¬ 
definitely, they’ll hog up precious disk space 
that could be used by files you need. 


Quit the Explorer when you’re 
finished with it. 





Explorer eats up memory and slows processing 
time. When you’re not using it, close it: Click on 
the “X” in the top right corner of the Explorer 
window or choose Close from the File menu. 


intermediate tips 


know what type of file or folder you’re 
looking for, you can speed the search. Click 
on the arrow at the end of the Of Type line and 
choose one of the file types listed. 


© 


Save time by opening files 
instead of programs. 


Windows 95, like Windows 3.1, automatically 
associates a file with the program that was used 
to create it. This means that in Explorer, you 
can open a program and file in one easy step. 
Let’s say you’ve been using your word proces¬ 
sor to write a document. The next time you go 
to work on that document, you don’t have to 
find your word-processing program, double¬ 
click on it to get it running, search for the doc- 


© 


If you can’t locate a file, use 
the Find utility. 


Have you misplaced a file? Don’t sweat it. Just 
like Windows 3.1, Explorer has a utility pro¬ 
gram that lets you search for a file by its name. 
Click on Tools and highlight Find, which calls 
up a menu. Highlight and click on the Files Or 
Folders option. When the Find: All Files win¬ 
dow appears, simply type in the name of the 
file or folder you want (or even part of the 
name) and where you think it might be—say, 
on your hard drive or a floppy disk in use. To 
do a thorough search, make sure the Include 
Subfolders box is checked; if it isn’t, click on it. 
Then click on Find Now. 


© 


Try two new search tools. 


Windows 95 provides new search features that 
can also locate files by date and by content. To 
search by date, go to the Find utility’s Find: All 
Files window and click on the Date Modified 
tab, then specify a time frame. For instance, if 
you know you worked with the file recently, 
you could narrow the search (and speed things 
up) by instructing Explorer to look only for 
those files that were created or modified in the 


past two days. 

To use Explorer’s Find program to search by 
content, type in a keyword and the system wall 
try to match it to the files it sees on your hard 
drive and floppies. Click on the Advanced tab, 
then go to the Containing Text area and type in a 
keyword or phrase you think you used in the file 
you’re seeking; you can use numbers, too, which 
comes in handy if you’re hunting for spreadsheet 
or database files. Click on Find Now, and Ex¬ 
plorer will list all the files containing that partic¬ 
ular phrase or number. You can open any of 
these files by double-clicking on them. If you 
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Keyboard and/or mouse combinations function as short¬ 
cuts in Windows 95. To save time issuing the following 
commands, keep this list handy when you use your PC. 

General Windows 95 Commands 



Command 


Keyboard/Mouse 


Copy 

Cut 

Delete 

Help 

Paste 

Previous window' 
Quit 

Start menu 
Undo 

View properties 


Ctrl+C, or Ctrl+Ins 

Ctrl+X 

Del 

FI 

Ctrl+V, or Shift+Ins 

Alt+Tab 

Alt+F4 

Ctrl+Esc 

Ctrl+Z 

Shift+FlO, or Secondary-click 


My Computer and Explorer Commands 


Close folder and 
all parent folders 
Copy file 
Create shortcut 
Delete permanent I \ 

Find 

Refresh window 
Rename 
Select all 

View folder one level up 
View properties 


Shift while clicking 
on Close 
Ctrl+Drag 

Ctrl+Shift+Mouse-drag 

Shift+Del 

F3 

F5 

F2 

Ctrl+A 

Backspace 

Alt+Enter 
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The Ultimate Rainforest Adventure 


J erusalem 0 
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Smithsonian- 

Presents 
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Help your kids 
reach for 
the sky with... 


★★★★ 

—Home PC 
"Makes counting 

a blast." 

—CD-ROM Today 
HOW MANY BUGS IN A BOX? 


Comes with a 
FREE Macmillan 
Multimedia Dictionary 
for Children! 

MOOKY TAKES MANHATTAN 
Ages 4 to 10 • Windows/Mac 


'The best 

interactive 

storybook 

yet." 

—Electronic 
Entertainment 
ALISTAIR AND 
THE ALIEN 
INVASION 
Ages 5 to 10 
Windows/Mac 


"Beautifully My fcwfe 

programmed *} } ft 

early-childhood ffl VJJjlj 
learning product." 4 ..Jtjrj 
-Computer Game Review i n 4 

MV FAVORITE MONSTER \ / 

Vges 4 to 10 • Windows/Mac vtfc 











the first seven years 

of life, a child’s mind is like a sponge. So make sure your kids absorb 

the right things. You can if you make learning fun with Pico™ the amazing interactive 
learning system from Sega? It turns your TV into your childrens first computer. 
And turns on the power of their imaginations.Using a magic pen instead of a 
mouse and fun“storybook”software that features Pocahontas, Berenstain Bears, 
the Lion King and 12 more, they will VIHhkIm 

learn reading, numbers, science, art, and 
music.They can even animate cartoons. 1 
Call for more information on Pico. Do it soon, while your child still has an open mind. 

Callfor a free video featuring a panel of child development experts who show you how interactive 
learning gives your child a headstart on education. I - 800-KID PICO ext. I l 0 
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ument you need and then click on the 
name. Instead, locate the document in ± 
Explorer, then simply double-click on Mi 
the file to launch your word processor ff 
and open the document simultaneous¬ 
ly. The program and file always remain associ¬ 
ated; moving files from one folder or disk to 
another will not disrupt the link . 



advanced tips 

Save disk space with shortcuts. 


IP Don’t make moving files a drag. 

If you don’t like dragging the mouse, or you 
want to move or copy files to a folder buried 
within another folder, try using cut-and-paste 
instead. Use the secondary mouse button to 
click on the file you want to move or copy. A 
menu will pop up giving you a choice to Cut 
or Copy; highlight your choice, then click on 
your selection with the primary mouse button. 
Click on the folder to which you’d like to send 
the file using the secondary mouse button. 
When a menu pops up, click on Paste using 
the primary mouse button. (You can perform 
the same cut-and-paste action using the Edit 
menu.) If you choose Send To from the same 
menu you used to choose Cut or Copy, you 
can immediately copy a file to a floppy disk, 
fax it or include it in e-mail. 


Explorer’s shortcuts let you quickly access one 
file from different folders without duplicating 
the file (which uses a lot of disk space); each file 
shortcut takes up only about 1 kilobyte of 
space. For example, to call up the most recent 
draft of a story I’m writing from either my To 
Do folder or my Writing Projects folder, I keep 
the original document in Writing Projects and 
create a shortcut for my To Do folder. 
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Just when you think you’ve got it oil figured out. 
something else ppps up. Like another body 


Electronic Arts 


http : //www.ea.coin/eastudios.hUT)l 


here’s your first clue. 
This is not 
the murderer. A 


Seamless, real-time video mqkes.it feel like you're port of 
. amitvie. Unforuinatei/for you. its o tsoisted. lethal thrillei 


Jetting into the gome ond actuolly ploying it 
hit be any easier. It's solving the crime that's hard. 


Psychic Detective 

A murder mystery for your PC-CD, 300 ond PlayStation. 


















To set tills up, click on the file, then go to 
the File menu and select Create Shortcut. + 
A new file named “Shortcut to” followed 
by the original file name will appear in 
the file listing for that folder. Now, move 
the shortcut file anywhere you’d like. When you 
double-click on the shortcut, it automatically 
retrieves the file and displays it on your screen. 



^ou can look at the files on the right side 
of the Explorer window in several ways. The 
default setting is List, which fits as many files 
, as it can in the window. If you want more in¬ 
formation, click on the View menu and 
choose the Details view, which offers brief de¬ 
scriptions of your alphabetized files. Clicking on 
the Size button in this view lists files bv the 


© 


Look at files in new ways. 



number of bytes they contain; the Type button 
sorts by file type, such as application or text doc¬ 
ument; and Modified sorts by the date and time 
of the most recent file updates. Clicking on each 
setting’s button shifts the list to show files in ei¬ 
ther ascending or descending order. 


<D 


Protect files with Properties 


Windows 95 lets you define the attributes of a 
file so it can be read, but not changed. You can 
also choose to exclude a particular file from 
your file listings, so that a casual observer won’t 
even know it’s there. 

Chck on the file you want to protect using 
the secondary mouse button. A menu will pop 
up; use the primary mouse button to choose 
Properties. (You can also choose Properties 
from the File menu.) Click on the Read-only 
checkbox to safeguard the contents of a file 
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Classic Golden Books™ and other 
children’s favorites are brought to 
life in Storybook Studio’s Stories 
to Grow On. These five 
interactive storybooks for children 
ages 4 to 8 include five learning 
activities to help children improve 
their reading and writing skills. 
Just in time for the holidays, these 
interactive CD-ROM storybooks 
are joined by Storybook Maker 
Deluxe. This multimedia story 
builder allows children ages 5 to 
12 to use graphics, digitized 
photos and QuickTime™ movies to 
create their own stories as 
they expand their writing 
skills and self 
expression. 


fttt Professor Poicifpiit* 

Software Club Kit 

Call now to order any of the 
Storybook Studio CD-ROMs for 
Macintosh and Windows and 
receive your free membership 
to the Professor Porcupine 
Software Club. Your 
membership kit includes great 
gifts for your children plus 
great savings for you. 

Call (800) CD-TCACH ext. 121 
(800) 238-3224 
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from changes, or on the Hidden checkbox to 
exclude the file from your listings. These * _ 
changes will take effect after you reboot 
Windows 95 or “refresh” your listings by 
going to the View menu and choosing Re¬ 
fresh. To see a list of the files you’ve hidden, go 
to the View menu and choose Options; when the 
window pops up, select Show All Files. (Of 
course, if someone else follows these same steps, 
your “secret” files will be revealed.) 





Resize your Recycle Bin. 


This isn’t strictly an Explorer tip, but it’s an 
important point to remember. Since the files 
stored in your Recycle Bin take up disk space, 
you may want to reduce the total amount of 
space allotted to the Bin. 

If your Bin is full, Windows 95 will make 
space by erasing the files that have been in the 
Bin the longest. The Recycle Bin’s disk-space 
allotment is preset at 10 percent. But if you 
don’t want 10 percent of your disk space tied 
up with files you presumably have decided you 
don’t want to see again, you can adjust that 
percentage. Use the secondary mouse button to 
click on the Recycle Bin. When the menu pops 
up, use your primary mouse button to click on 


Properties; move the slider to indicate 
how much of your disk space you want to 
devote to the Recycle Bin, then click on OK. 
() The 5-percent setting suits me (and proba¬ 
bly most people) just fine. But 1 percent is 


Recycle Bin Properties 


Global | Ms-dos_S (C:) | 


C Configure drives independently 
Use one setting for all drives: 




Maximum size of Recycle Bin (percent of each drive) 


F Display delete confirmation dialog 


feppiy 1 


pretty small—unless you’re the type who sim¬ 
ply never looks back. • 

Phillip Robinson writes an internationally syn¬ 
dicated newspaper column about technology. 
His e-mail address is PRRobinson@aol.com. 


nmipnl "IS ITAS GOOD AS 
tejM DOOM? ACTOALLY, IN 
v/Tfe' I ALMOST EVERY WAY, 
yrf' IT’S BETTER." 

- COMPUTER GAMINE WORLD 


"FEARLESS AND 
INVENTIVE!" 



A FIRST PERSON, ORIGINAL STAR WARS* CD-ROM EXPERIENCE. 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 55 
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E nter an exotic land of magic and mystery as Academy Award Winner Ben 
Kingsley (Gandhi, Schindler's List) guides you through this enchanting fable. 
Part interactive adventure, part educational tool, this CD-ROM and beautifully 
crafted Picture Book are designed for children (ages 4 & up) but guaranteed to 
delight the entire family! 

Kiyeko And The Lost Night Features! 

X Over 8000 hand drawn frames creating a rich, full-screen animated environment. 

X 45 minutes of original music & sound effects. 

X 220 hilarious click-on animations to enjoy. 

X Reading and foreign language learning with voices & text in English, Spanish, French, 
Italian & German. 

Kiyeko and the Lost Night™ will be available for MPC Windows CD-ROM and Macintosh CD-ROM. © 1995 Ubi Soft. All Rights Reserved 


















| Join the digiTales" Kids of the World Club 

! The digiTales™ interactive series brings stories from around the world right to your home! 
[ The adventures will continue to come alive in the titles that follow Kiyeko and the Lost 
! Night, and we want to make sure you and your child are among the first to learn about 
j them! Your child is invited to join the digiTales™ Kids of the World Club where mem- 
j bers receive fun gifts, free product demos, privileged information on upcoming digiTales™ 
| titles, and much more...all for kids who want to enjoy magical stories and learn about 
[ other kids who live in far away places. To join our club, tear out this card and mail it back 
| to us using your own envelope to the address below. It's fun, easy and free! 

j Parent’s Name __ 

| Child's Name ______ Birth Date_ 

! Address ■ ___;____ 

! City, State, Zip_ 

i Phone___ 

j Cut and send this coupon to: digiTales™ Kids of the World Club, 

! 80 East Sir Francis Drake Blvd., Suite 3E • Larkspur, CA 94939 (hpc) 


For information on 
ordering or to learn 
more about the 
digiTales™ series call: 

l-(800}-4-Kiyeko 
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One day earlier this year, Carl J. Technology meets theology on the Internet and on-line 
Hahn III, an employee at an aero¬ 
space company in Los Angeles, logged 
onto CompuServe, where he saw the 
announcement of a live chat with 
Gerald May. Carl had just read May’s 

book, Addiction and Grace (Harper & Row), which explores the religious aspects of compulsive behavior, and 
he was eager to ask the author some questions. “I missed the conference,” Carl says, “so I went looking for him 
in the Religion Forum, just in case he was posting messages. There he was. He turned out to be very approach¬ 
able, and at least as interesting ‘live’ as he is in his book.” 
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Carl never imagined himself the type to become engrossed in religious discussions over a 
computer network, but he and May soon became electronic pen pals. During his visits to the 
forum, Carl met others who shared his blooming interest in spiritual matters. “There’s very 

j services, putting a new twist on some age-old spiritual quests. Byjeremy Schlosberg 

i 

little room for religious discussion in the professional world I live in,” he says. “I just don’t 
know too many people who enjoy theology. Most people either hate discussing it, feel insecure 
about it, or believe they have to convince you to have the ‘right’ thoughts.” 

On-line communication is giving more and more people like Carl an opportunity to 
thoughtfully discuss spiritual matters with a diverse group of peers. At first, technology and 
theology might seem an unlikely pairing, but in many ways it’s a natural union. The 
anonymity of cyberspace provides a comfortable setting for people who wish to explore often- 
complex feelings without fear of embarrassment. It allows those who are troubled by their 
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Keeping the 
Faith 



physical or spiritual separation from their tra¬ 
ditional place of worship a way to keep in 
touch or open a dialogue. Cyberspace also 
gives the faithful a chance to interact with reli¬ 
gious leaders one on one, and to find an array 
of religious information not easily accessible 
elsewhere. (For a sampling of religious infor¬ 
mation on the Internet, see page 232). 

Religion tends to be defined broadly in cy¬ 
berspace, encompassing philosophy, ethics, 
mysticism, the occult, even politics. You’ll 

I n on-Iin^ discussions, one 
Regular finds, Tm free to explore 
what I believe without barriers/ 


find message boards and chat rooms devoted 
to a wide range of faiths and topics, from ag¬ 
nosticism to Zen. Depending on which forum 
you enter and when, you can find support or 
hostility; the nature of exchanges, especially 
on the Internet, is hard to anticipate. Partici¬ 
pants in some discussion groups, such as 
soc.religion.christian and soc.culture.jewish 1 
thoughtfully debate emotionally charged is¬ 
sues such as abortion and the Middle East 
peace process. Other groups aren’t quite what 
they seem; talk.religion.misc 
may sound like a promising 
forum for a meaningful dia¬ 
logue from a variety of reli¬ 
gious perspectives, but when 
I visited, much of the discus¬ 
sion focused on conspiracy 
theories about governmental 
mind-control experiments 
through water fluoridation. 

Soul searching 

Religious feelings are ex¬ 
tremely personal; finding 
a board or group appropri¬ 
ate to individual needs, inter¬ 
ests and temperament may 
take time. When Maryanne 
Economos of Athens, Ga., 
discovered the Christianity 
section of CompuServe’s Re¬ 
ligion Forum (Go Religion) 
early this year, she thought she’d found what 
she was looking for. Dissatisfied with the 
Protestant church in which she was raised, 
Maryanne was searching for an informal at¬ 
mosphere in which to discuss and come to 
terms with her feelings. 

“After a while, I noticed that many people 


came into the forum either to argue that their 
own beliefs were the only path to God, or to 
stir up trouble by raising controversial is¬ 
sues,” she says. “It got to be rather tedious.” 

Then one night she found CompuServe’s 
Religious Issues Forum (Go Reliss), with sec¬ 
tions on Ethics, Spiritual Formation, Reli¬ 
gious Humor and more. There, Maryanne 
met people who were open-minded about 
spirituality and religion. Now she logs on 
every night. In three instances, she’s followed 
up chats by arranging 
to meet face to face 
with people she’s spo¬ 
ken with on-line. 

One thing Maryanne 
appreciates most about 
the discussions is the di¬ 
versity of the partici¬ 
pants. “I’m free to ex¬ 
plore, out loud and with 
others, what I believe, 
without denominational barriers,” she says. 
“It’s very liberating to me. I don’t feel I have to 
hide anything I believe, or be ashamed as my 
beliefs change with time. I’ve never found that 
kind of freedom in organized religion before.” 

At first, the anonymity of cyberspace was a 
revelation for Maryanne, who had often felt 
too self-conscious to discuss her thoughts 
about God and spirituality. But with a nick¬ 
name to shield her identity, she found no need 
to worry what the people reading her mes¬ 
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The tone of CompuServe religious chat varies from forum to forum. 


sages would think of her; it freed her to ex¬ 
press herself honestly and openly. Maryanne 
says that since religious discussion has en¬ 
tered her daily routine, “I’m much more in 
tune with God working in my life.” 

In addition, the Internet and the commer¬ 
cial on-line services let members of religious 


226 HOMEPC Dece 


1995 









































JumpStart a genius. 


umpStart your children and 
there's no telling how far 

2 , | ij they'll go. This award winning 

CD-ROM software 


unique programs also adjust in difficulty 


education. Each grade includes a full year's curriculum Call 1 - 800 - 848-4886 for where-to-buy and- 


of teacher developed, fun-filled 
games and activities such as reading. 




| The JumpStart Series 


discover how to give your 
little genius a JumpStart. 


There’s never been a better time to give your child a JumpStart. 
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Faith 


congregations remain in touch no matter 
where they roam. When Dedra Goldhoff left 
her home in Cincinnati in September 1992 to 
attend Bowling Green State University in 
Ohio, she also left behind her place of wor- 
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The Madison Avenue Pulpit 


Fred R. Anderson, Pestor ®1995 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 1,1995 

The Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church 
New York City, New York 


Jeremiah 3Z:l-3a. 6-15 


Various houses of worship are setting up home pages on the Web. 


ship. After two years of feeling as if she were 
“on hiatus” from Judaism, Dedra received an 
electronic bulletin via the Internet called 
RockLine—for Rockdale Temple On-line— 
from Rabbi Dan Rabishaw, the assistant rabbi 
at the temple she attended at home. 

RockLine offered a friendly hello to stu¬ 
dents from the congregation who had gone 
away to college, and extended an invitation 
to ask questions about any and all aspects of 
Judaism. Word of the service spread locally, 
and some neighborhood residents asked to 
receive the electronic bulletins, too. Last De- 



r~or one student, a fabbi s 
(^-mail from home is 'my only 
connection to religion rj£ht now/ 


cember, Rabbi Rabishaw renamed the service 
the Rockdale Online Digest and offered it to 
all comers. “It’s my hope,” he wrote, “that 
we can create a forum for questions, Internet 
exploration, friendly give and take, and good 
old schmoozing.” 

The digest contains updates on temple ac¬ 
tivities, a summary of the week’s Torah 
reading with commentary, and, to encourage 
electronic debate, topical questions such as 
“Is political conservatism compatible with 
Judaism?” 

Rabbi Rabishaw now sends the digest to 
some 150 people, including “snowbirds” who 
flock to Florida for the winter, former temple 


members who’ve moved to the West Coast, 
families in Israel, local members of his con¬ 
gregation, and, of course, the college students 
who inspired the project. Dedra enjoys the 
bulletins so much that she shows them to her 
non-Jewish friends at Bowling Green. “My 
only connection with my religion right now is 
through this digest and my rabbi,” she says. 

Increasingly, synagogues, churches and 
other religious organizations are launching 
home pages on the Internet’s World Wide 
Web. Most provide information on basic spiri¬ 
tual tenets, or describe their approach to reli¬ 
gious issues. Many also give schedules of up¬ 
coming religious services and special events, 
and some enable you to send e-mail to then- 
religious leaders. 

The Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church 
in New York established a Web page last June 
(. http://www.interport.net/~MAPC ). “One of 
the basic tasks of evangelism is to spread the 
word,” says the Rev. Dr. Fred Anderson, se¬ 
nior pastor of the church. “We post our Sun¬ 
day sermons for members of the congregation 
who wish to use them for their own devotional 
purposes, as well as for those who travel and 
aren’t able to attend services.” 

For people who aren’t associated with a 
particular religious organization or place of 
worship, cyberspace makes it easier to con¬ 
sult with a spiritual adviser. Leaders of 
churches, synagogues and other religious or¬ 
ganizations are going on-line to offer an ear 
to anyone who asks for it. Rev. Bill Tenny- 
Brittian, senior pastor of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Loganville, 
Ga., joined America On¬ 
line in June hoping to 
find inspiration for his 
question-and-answer col¬ 
umn in a local newspa¬ 
per, The Walton Tribune. 
He entered the Religion 
& Ethics Forum (Key¬ 
word: religion), went into 
the Christianity section, 
then into the Christian 
Theology message board. He started a folder 
there for people to post suggestions, and 
they’ve been pouring in steadily ever since. 

The Rev. Bill T, as he’s known on AOL, 
soon began dropping in on the other religion 
message boards, where he meets many people 
with problems or questions they either can’t 
or won’t discuss with their local clergy. “I go 
on as a mentor,” he says, explaining he’s par¬ 
ticularly keen to reach out to those who say 
they’re not affiliated with a church. “The on¬ 
line world is providing people an opportunity 
to open up and address their spiritual needs 
without setting foot in a church,” he says. 

Father Paul Keenan, assistant director of 
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Don't let your kid 
he that dumb. 



■he 15th century was a time of impassioned 
exploration. Exploration that led to a wealth of 
new discoveries, and often riches. But a thirst 
for fame and fortune was 
- only part of what drove 
the great explorers of this 
time. It was their intense 
need to challenge the unknown that set these 
men apart. And it was the unknown that led 

jcK . some them to their graves. 

Now you can sail > vf* 

alongside three of the world’s 
greatest explorers: Columbus, Magellan 
and Cortes, as they make their way into the 
annals of history. You’ll be amazed as these 
remarkable men come 
alive before your very 
eyes and invite you to 
share in their adventures. 

Try your hand at piloting Columbus’ ship 
using the same tools he used.Then land on 
the beach with Columbus as he encounters 
“Indians” in the new world for the very fil-< 5 t 
time. Travel on Magellan’s final voyage as you 
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escape from Montezuma’s palace. Plus you’ll 
find detailed maps, hours of fully-narrated 
animation, and realistic 3-D environments from 
the ships of their era, all awaiting your discovery. 
Your 1 journ ey as a world 
explorer doesn’t end the r e 
however, included in 
Explorers’ multimedia 

database are 60 other explorers who set sail 
between 1450 and 1600. 

Each entry includes a complete biography, 
historical portrait and an interactive map 
which traces their historical route. 

Explorers of the New World is more 
than just a history lesson, it invites 
you to virtually discover the New, 

Wdrtd for yourself - along with >q 
the help of some old pros. A 
Call 1-800-472-8777, and 
set sail for a whole new 
world of learning. 


















Keeping the 

FAITH the communications office in the Archdiocese 
of New York, believes the accessibility and 
anonymity of on-line interaction help break 
down late-20th-century inhibitions about reli¬ 
gious dialogue. “I think a lot of people don’t 
know how to begin a conversation on spiritu¬ 
ality, much less talk to a priest,” he says. 

Father Keenan runs a Prodigy chat room 
called As You Think (Jump: religion) on 
Tuesdays at noon and 9 p.m., in which he en¬ 
courages people to think about their lives in a 
spiritual way. His chats are loosely organized 
around a suggested topic or news event, such 


as Pope John Paul II’s visit to the United 
States this fall. During one recent discussion, 
he asked how people felt about their jobs; one 
individual expressed deep frustration over a 
prolonged period of unemployment. Father 
Keenan says he tried to help this man see his 
situation in the context of his whole life and 
his continuing spiritual journey. 

The nature of live on-line conversation is 
spontaneous and unpredictable. “A lot of 
what we talk about depends on who shows 
up,” Father Keenan says. Not long after 
April’s explosion at the Federal Building in 


Seek and ye shall find: 11 Web sites 


If you’re seeking spiritual enrichment 
or want to deepen your insight into the 
traditions of your faith, you’ll find a rich 
source of material on the Internet’s 
World Wide Web. Here are some 
sites to start you on your quest. 

A-Z of Jewish and Israel 
Related Resources 

http://www.ort.org:80/anjy/a-z/ 

From archaeology in Israel to Zion¬ 
ism, this site provides a comprehen¬ 
sive source of easy-to-read Judaical 
information. 

CyberMusllm Information 
Collective 

http://'www. uoknor. edu/cybermuslim/ 

The Collective describes itself as an 
interactive guide to Islamic resources 
on the Internet, including audio and 
text excerpts from the Koran. 

CyberZen 

http://www.indy.net/~bdmoore/ 

cyberzen.html 

Focusing on Zen Buddhism and Tao¬ 
ism, this site offers essays and trans¬ 
lations of religious texts. 



http://www.best.com/~nodakid/ 
church.html 

True to its name, this service links 
you to the home pages of hundreds 
of churches encompassing various 
Christian denominations in the Unit¬ 
ed States, Canada and several other 
countries. 


Global Hindu Electronic 
Network: The Hindu Universe 

http://rbhatnagar. csm. uc. edu:8080/ 
hindu_universe. html 

Here you’ll find a vast repository of 



Hindu teachings and culture. The 
site includes complete scriptural 
texts, the latest religious news from 
India, and links to sites with pictures 
and descriptions of Hindu temples. 

Library of God 

http://convex.uky.edu:80/~rtcrit00/ 

atemple.html 

Visit this site to review papers on 
scholarly topics related to religion, 
ranging from the history of the 
Southern Baptist Church to a trea¬ 
tise entitled “Calvin and the Astro¬ 
nomical Revolution.” 

Mysticism In World Religions 

http://www. bga. com/~rlp/dwp/mys- 
tic/index.html 

Look here for explorations of a vari¬ 
ety of mystical themes, such as 
grace and desire, through quotations 
taken from Christian, Buddhist and 
Hindu texts. 


Origin: The Meeting 
Place of Religions 

http://www. rain, org/ -origin/ori- 
gin2.html 

This ambitious project aims to com¬ 
bine “science, humanistic philosophy 
and the spiritual insights of every 
culture in a multi-faceted dialogue.” 
The home page is short on graphics, 
but offers many links to religious 
projects and reference materials. 

Shamash Home Page 

http://shamash. nysernet. org/ 

Oriented as much toward religious 
leaders as laypeople, this site pro¬ 
vides links to every notable Jewish 
resource on the Internet, including 
Chabad-Lubavitch in Cyberspace (it¬ 
self a rich repository of information) 
and B’nai B’rith Interactive. 

TorahFax 

http://www. netaxis.qc. ca/torahfax/ 

Written and published by Rabbi Zal- 
men Marozov of Montreal, this site 
offers a daily explanation of Jewish 
teachings or a portion of the Torah. 
You can request a complimentary e- 
maii subscription by sending a note 
to Torahfax@netaxis.qc.ca. 

Yahoo Religion Subdirectory 

http://www.yahoo.com/society_and 
_culture/religion/ 

This directory, with more than 1,400 
listings, lets you search for sites by 
keyword, and will link you to sites 
covering Asatru, Zoroastrianism and 
everything in between. — J.S. 
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Keeping the 
Faith 



Oklahoma City, a Red Cross volunteer who 
had been helping people at the scene ar¬ 
rived in the room. “He shared with us in 
great depth the complexity of his feelings as 
he tried to help the families whose loved 
ones had been lost,” says Father Keenan. 

Important religious figures have turned 
up on the on-line services as well. John Car¬ 
dinal O’Connor, Archbishop of New York, 
participated in a live chat on Prodigy last 
December. This past September, AOL hosted 


A priest worries that computed 
interaction can be isolating... Its 
easy to create your world and hid(^/ 


a conference with the Dalai Lama, the spiri¬ 
tual head of Lamaism, a sect of Buddhism 
found in Tibet and Mongolia; the following 
month, AOL offered live coverage of the 
Pope’s mass in Baltimore. 

Prodigy has even experimented with on¬ 
line religious ceremonies. Last spring, it host¬ 
ed an interfaith Easter service, followed three 
days later by a Passover seder. Father 
Keenan and Presbyterian minister 
Byron Shafer presided over the 
Easter service, in which partici¬ 
pants simply followed along with 
the invocation, call to prayer, Bible 
readings and homily as they 
scrolled down the screen. 

The seder, on the other hand, 
more closely resembled an on-line 
conference. Sections of the Hag- 
gadah, the text read at the ritual 
dinner, were posted on-line. But 
more than the traditional Four 
Questions were asked. “It was a 
chance for people to talk with some 
of the leaders in Reform Judaism,” 
says Dru Greenwood, director of 
outreach for the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations (UAHC), 
which sponsored the event. It was 
like many family gatherings—“a little chaotic, 
but wonderful,” she says. 

Not surprisingly, few religious leaders be¬ 
lieve virtual ceremonies will ever replace real 
ones, but some worry about the implications. 
Dru acknowledges that some rabbis were 
troubled by the on-line seder because they 
thought it would undermine the notion of 
gathering that’s central to the traditional 
seder. To make sure people didn’t use it as a 
substitute for a real seder, it was scheduled 


on the sixth night of the eight-day Passover 
festival, rather than on the traditional first 
and second nights. 

“Computer interaction can be isolating,” 
says Rev. Paul Soukup, a Jesuit priest who 
teaches in the communications department 
at the University of Santa Clara in Califor¬ 
nia. “I think many of the religious aspects of 
our lives require some face-to-face connec¬ 
tion. It’s all too easy on-line to create your 
own world and then hide behind it.” 

Indeed, Rabbi Rabi- 
shaw, publisher of the 
Rockdale Online Digest, 
was initially taken 
aback when he encoun¬ 
tered members of his 
congregation “who pre¬ 
ferred to communicate 
with me via cyberspace 
rather than come into 
my office to talk.” But 
he quickly realized that the anonymity of on¬ 
line communication makes it easier for peo¬ 
ple who are feeling insecure about their faith 
to broach the subject at all. 

“What we manage to do is bring people 
into the temple who would never have been 
involved,” he says. “Even though they’re 
coming in electronically, they’re still involved 
in the religious process.” 


w Religion & Ethics Forum 




On AOL, people post questions they won’t ask local clergy. 

While some leaders say they’re simply 
waiting to see how the new medium will 
evolve, one thing is clear: Religious topics are 
already flourishing on the on-line services 
and the Internet, and people are taking the 
opportunity to explore. In cyberspace, if the 
spirit is willing, little else matters. • 

Jeremy Schlosberg is a HomePC contributing 
editor. You can send him comments on this 
story at Jeremy513@aol.com. 
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Introducing the OL600e. 

The first inexpensive 
personal business printer 
to go really fast 
and really sharp. 

It prints 6 fast pages per minute 
of sharp 600 dpi-class output. 

It runs on Windows® and DOS. 

And it’s the only printer that 
can do it at this price ($399* in 
the US.). 

Shop around. You’ll see. 

Then call 1-800-QKI-TEAM 
ext. 620 for a dealer near you and 
a print sample. 

6 pages per minute. 

600 dots-per-inch class output. 

Windows and DOS compatible. 

5 Year LED printhead limited warranty. 

100 sheet paper tray standard. 

Multi-purpose feeder and 

250 sheet universal tray optional. 

21 years of experience and over 
7 million printers sold. 

For a full spec sheet, our Fax Back 
number is 1-800-654-6651. Ask for 
document 1014. 


Your business 

HAS NEVER LOOKED BETTER." 

(http://www.okidata.com) 


95 Okidata Reg. 

Windows Reg. T.l 


•ki Electric Industry Co., Ltc 
Better T.M. Oki America, In 
Microsoft Corp. 









Where Kids Play to Learn 


Introducing Nick Jr. Play Math!, the first in an important new 
line of preschool software from Nickelodeon”. This innovative 
CD-ROM challenges and nurtures little kids’ imaginations as 
it welcomes them to the exciting world of math. Kids learn 
early quantitative skills such as counting, comparison, sorting, 
classifying and patterning. 

Nick Jr. ensures a supportive and challenging experience your 
child will want to return to again and again. Play Math !...and let 
the learning begin. 

• Developed in close collaboration with child development experts. 

• Nick Jr. Play Math! advanced technology monitors your child’s 
every move and automatically responds to each interaction for a 
fresh learning experience each time. 

• Special parent features let you monitor your child’s progress. 

• Over 25 activities and 5 open-ended creative play areas. 


























Photographs by Danuta Otfinowski; embroidery by Anita Rabinoff-Qoldrr 


ost clothes shoppers eventually accept a simple fact: Outside the 

pages of Vogue , no one’s a perfect size anything. That’s one of the 

reasons I took up sewing in high school. Rather than comb the racks 

■ in frustration, I made my own clothes until my college graduation. 

But once I began working, I no longer 
had the time to painstakingly fit com¬ 
mercial patterns to my figure. And when 
I later tried to make clothes for my two 
daughters, even those patterns often 
were just a little off. 

So the seamstress in me perked up 
when I read about pattern-making soft¬ 
ware for home PCs: Just plug in your 
measurements and out pops a pattern 
that’s right every time. Even better, you 
can modify that perfect pattern easily to 
create hundreds of styles. 

It seemed too good to be true. In¬ 
spired by the approaching holidays and 
the new software, I decided to try to cre¬ 
ate festive outfits for my daughter Lily, 
14, and myself. Lily had her heart set 


Seams like old times: With the help of 
pattern-making software, onetime 
clothesmaker Anita returns to the fold. 
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on a red silk dress, and I couldn't resist trying 
to make a funky blouse similar to the one I’d 
spotted in the window of a chic local boutique. 

Dress Shop looked like a promising pro¬ 
gram for Lily’s dress. It’s organized into five 
sections: dress, blouse, skirt, pants and 
outerwear (jackets). Each category contains 
a number of styles (such as an A-line, pleat¬ 
ed and wrap skirt) and features (collars, 
cuffs, waisilines and hem styles), all of 
which you can see on screen. The patterns 
are predesigned, but by no means confining; 


both liked. I quickly discovered it was a snap 
to use this type of software; it was more of a 
challenge for Lily to stay still as I took her 
measurements—all 40 of them—following 
the manual’s instructions. 1 plugged the 
numbers into my 486/33 PC, printed the 
pattern and used it to make a sample dress in 
muslin. Lily couldn’t wait to try it on, but 
after a glance in the mirror she wore a disap¬ 
pointed look on her face—the dress seemed 
askew, and the bodice was too loose in some 
areas and too tight in others. 


Lily tried on made on my first try, but after a glance in the mirror, 

she wore a disappointed look—the garment was 4v*5^/^in spots, too loose in others. 



for instance, there are about 325 ways to 
design a dress and 36 possible combinations 
for a blazer. 

Lily and 1 found a basic sheath pattern we 


I vowed to try again. This time, I intensi¬ 
fied my effort to get the measurements right 
by watching Dress Shop’s companion video 
and placing several calls to the software 


















"HARD DRIVE" TAKES ON 
A WHOLE NEW MEANING! 



Now available for 
DOS 5.0 or later, 
Windows '95 and 
the Power 
Macintosh! 

■ IndyCar® Racing li¬ 
ttle only real-life, 3D 
I IndyCar racing 
simulator-from 
|P I the award-winning 
HI developers that brought 
T| you NASCAR® Racing! 
Wm 



IndyCar® Raring /(sets new standards for realistic handling. 
Your car's avery move is based on the bonk and grade of the 
track, the weoltw, as well as year steering and throttle inputs, the 
tor's fuel, and more. You go to the garage and make the ded- 



Stream down the straight. 

Crest a hill and your stomach's in your throat. 
Comer too fast and rt's panic. Brake? Gas? 
Turn the wheel? If you stop to think, you'll 
lose your lead. Don't worry, you'll learn. But 
this is a win you earn... 

Take the challenge of racing top IndyCar 
drivers in this open wheeled, high perfor¬ 
mance car that exceed speeds of 200MPH. 
Featuring innovative, real time, SVGA, 3D tex¬ 
ture mapped graphic, and realistic physic 


sible to driving behind the wheel of a real 
IndyCar® 


Requirements: 

PCDOS and Windows '95 CD ROM: 

Requires: Double speed CD ROM drive, VGA.4860X33 
MHz or greater, 8MB RAM (Windows '95 requires 
12MB RAM), M&WS 5.0 (orhler) or Windows '95, 
VGA, hard drive with 8MB free. St©L 486 66DX2Mhz 
or greater, 8 MB RAM (Windows '95 requires 12MB 
RAM), M5D055.0 (orhler) or Windows '95, SVGA, 
hard drive with 8MB fiee. 

Recommended: Pentium, 16MB RAM, Joystick or 
Diiving Wheel/Pedal combo, and Sound (aid (most 
major sound cards supported). 

Power Macintosh CD ROM: 

Requires: Power Maantosh with System 7 or higher. 
Recommended: PowerMaantosh 7100/80or 
giealer, 16MB RAM, Joystick or Driving Wheel/Pedal 


Completely licensed, in depth, and based on the IndyCar® 
circuit, this simulation is the most realistic driving 
simulation available for your Microcomputer. 


1 Arsenal Marketplace Watertown, MA 02172 (617)926-07C 
Web Page: www.papy.com, Papyrus BBS# (617-576-7472), 
CompuServe (GO PAPYRUS), AOL (keyword PAPYRUS) 

TO order: 1-800-836-1802 ext. 72 


PAPYRUS Is a trademark of Papyrus Design croup, Inc Indycai 
Championship Auto Racing Teams, [--- --- 


inc. IndyCar and helmet logo are registered trademarks 
virgin Is a registered trademank of virgin Enterprises, LI 

IBM PC screens shown. Actual screens may vary. 
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ay Corporation, under exclusive license to 
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maker’s friendly technical-support staff. But 
no matter how I measured, I couldn’t get the 
sloper—the initial pattern that conforms ex¬ 
actly to your measurements—to fit Lily just 
right. Finally, I lost patience and gave up. 

If you have more experience with measure¬ 
ments than I do, Dress Shop will lead you step 
by step through drafting and printing your 
pattern, and then assembling a garment from 
it. The software lets you accept or adjust the 
recommended wearing ease—the amount of 
material added to a sloper to produce a final 
pattern, ensuring the garment drapes correct¬ 
ly and won’t rip at the seams when you walk 
in it—by typing in the amount you need be¬ 
fore the final pattern is drafted. While the 


tried Fittingly Sew, a program that demands 
fewer measurements; if you’re lucky enough to 
be a standard size (alas, Lily and I are not), 
you can skip the measurement fuss altogether. 

I selected predesigned basic patterns for the 
skirt and blouse, and used the measurements 
I’d taken for Lily’s dress. Fittingly Sew’s excel¬ 
lent cross-referenced manual includes step-by¬ 


program won’t calculate the amount of mate¬ 
rial you need to make the garment, the manu¬ 
al will teach you how to accurately measure 
yardage by hand. The manual also provides 
detailed instructions on how to alter a printed 
pattern; for example, you can add a yoke to 
put a Western accent on a basic blouse. 

After the dress disappointment, Lily oblig¬ 
ingly set her sights on a long-sleeved blouse— 
happy at least that we’d take another crack at 
working the red silk into her wardrobe—with 
a short, fitted black velvet skirt. This time, I 


Software helped eliminate hemming and 
hawing about how Lily’s outfit would look. 

step instructions for manipulating pieces of a 
pattern; for instance, you can reshape the collar 
or sleeves, create a facing or yoke, add tucks 
and remove darts. To spice up the look, I modi¬ 
fied the blouse with a gathered sleeve. It turned 
out to be so easy to adjust the pattern that I 
added a V-neck for good measure. 

I printed the patterns—it took 20 sheets of 
paper for the blouse and six for the skirt— 
and taped them all together to form the full- 
size patterns. They worked beautifully, and 
Lily was thrilled with her new outfit. (Still 
miffed by my failure in Dress Shop, I tried 
drafting the blouse in that program, too, but 
the pattern just didn’t fit as well.) 

Fittingly Sew is the only program I saw 
that lets you design garments from scratch; I 
decided to use it to make a pattern to dupli¬ 
cate the flowing, multifabric blouse that 
caught my eye at the boutique. I selected the 
basic blouse pattern and chose the maximum 
wearing ease. Using the mouse, my own de¬ 
sign sense and drawing skill, I adjusted lines 
and curves until the image on screen looked 
almost exactly like the top I had admired. 
Next, it was my turn to stand patiently while 
my husband, Ken, measured me. The PC 
churned out a perfect pattern. (If you lack 



















STOP CHEATING 


yourself out of legitimate, 
money-saving tax deductions! 

You may be a tax cheat and not even know it! Cheating yourself out of hundreds 
of dollars because of missed deductions. 

That’s why you need TurboTax, Americas #1-selling tax software! The easiest 
way to do your taxes. Now easier and better than ever! TurboTax features the 
exclusive Deduction Finder that combs your return looking for legal deductions you 
may have missed. And our Tax Advisor gives you help and advice, from start to 
finish, right when you need it. 

TurboTax’s award-winning EasvStep ® interview system walks you 
through your taxes like a personal accountant. Our Final Review hunts 
down errors, omissions, and likely audit items. And it comes complete 
with every tax form you’re likely to need, ready to print a complete 
return on plain paper from almost any printer. 

Get even more money-saving tax advice with TurboTax Deluxe on 
CD-ROM. TurboTax Deluxe includes the award-winning TurboTax 
1040 program, plus a wealth of exciting multimedia tax advice. Use on¬ 
screen references—including the HowTo Pay Zero Tax* book and 30 
IRS publications—to find tax savings opportunities. Watch video clips 
of easy-to-understand tax tips and explanations from financial experts 
Marshall Loeb and Mary Sprouse. And get straight answers to your 
toughest tax questions at the touch of a key. 

Call to order your copy of TurboTax or TurboTax Deluxe ... and 
see for yourself why TurboTax is America’s #1-selling tax software! 


FREE BONUS GIFT! 

Calendar Creator Plus™ is the easiest 
way to create great-looking, 
customized calendars. Calendar 

Creator Plus supports 
a wide variety of 
paper sizes and 
calendar formats. 

With the new 
Version 2.0, you can 
place big pictures into calendar 
layouts ... and choose from 7 
professionally-designed style sheets! 


100% COMPLETE 

ACCURATE. SATISFACTION. 

If you’re penalized by We guarantee you’ll be 
the IRS because of a satisfied with TurboTax 
calculation error in or your money back. 

TurboTax, we’ll pay the 
penalty plus interest. 

TURBOTAX WON EVERY MAJOR 
TAX SOFTWARE AWARD IN 199S! 


Money® 

“[TurboTax is] the year’s 


|!0 


top tax software.” February 21,1995 


January 9,1995 

“*★*★*” 

TurboTax for Windows TurboTax on CD-ROM 

—ComputerLife —PC Computing 



THE EASIEST WAY TO DO YOUR TAXES: GUARANTEED! 


TRY IT RISK-FREE! 


Rush me my FREE gift... and TurboTax Final Edition as soon 
it’s available (usually late January). There’s NO RISK: if I’m no 
100% satisfied, I’ll return TurboTax for a full refund. Either wa 
my FREE gift is mine to keep, whatever I decide. 

□ TurboTax Deluxe CD-ROM $49.95 

□ MacInTax Deluxe CD-ROM $49.95 

□ TurboTax for Windows® 3.5" HD $39.95 

□ TurboTax for DOS 3.5" HD $39.95 

□ MacInTax for Macintosh® 3.5" HD $39.95 

Name ____T 

Address_ 


City_ 

Phone _ 


Mail your order to: 

Intuit, 2650 E. Elvira Road, #100, 
Tucson, AZ 85706-7180. Or for fester 


1 - 800964-1040 

EXT. S00133 

TurboTax 


Bill my: Q VISA □ MC □ Discover Q American Express 
Shipping: $5 for the first item, $3.50 each additional item. 

Card #— ; —;--—2__ ’ Exp. Date_ 

I Signature--—J- 































sewing experience, you’ll face some hurdles; 
/ the manual ignores calculating yardage and 

/ leaves out tips for assembling a garment.) 

/ To make slacks to go with the blouse, I 

/ turned to Personal Patterns Classics Women 

/ and Children, which includes basic patterns 

/ for 20 blouses, three skirts and four pants 

/ styles. There are a few options for collars, but 

/ facings and waistbands have to be created on 

/ paper. Unlike Dress Shop and Fittingly Sew, 

/ Personal Patterns excludes seam lines from 

its patterns; these, too, have to be added by 
hand after the pattern prints out. 

The program manual wasn’t much help; it 
provides simple measuring information but 
leaves other basics up to you—how to con- 

Now, Lily and I can’t wait to wear our 
Serf; meanwhile, I’m designing for spring. 

struct the garment, make buttonholes or sew 
pockets, for example. It also fails to note that 
the program’s fitted bodice styles omit the 
wearing ease, which you must add to your 
own measurements when drafting a garment. 

I spotted a pattern for pleated pants that I 
thought would go well with the blouse. I 
plugged in my measurements to create the 
pattern (I could have skipped this step if I 
were a standard size). The pattern produced a 


SHOPPER’S GUIDE 


Here’s how to get more information on the pattern¬ 
making software mentioned in this article. 

Dress Shop 2.0 

LivingSoft, (800) 626-1262, (916) 253-2700 

$129.95 (DOS) 

Demo: $10 on disk, or free download from Compu¬ 
Serve’s Fiber Crafts Forum (look for ds2dem.exe). 
Measuring video: $19.95, or $12.95 with purchase of 
Dress Shop 2.0. Circle #401 

Fittingly Sew 

Bartley Software, (800) 661-5209, (613) 829-6488 

$169 (Windows, Macintosh) 

Demo: free on disk. Circle #402 

Personal Patterns 

Water Fountain Software, (212) 929-6204 

Classics Jackets, $199 (DOS, Windows); Classics 
Women, $129 (Windows); Classics Women and Children 
$179 (DOS). Demos: $10 each on disk. Circle #403 

Note: Before you buy any software, check your computer owner's manual to 
determine operating system, microprocessor, memory and disk space. Then 
read the software box or consult a salesperson to be sure the program and 
your computer are compatible. All prices are suggested or estimated retail. 


pair of nicely styled pants that fit perfectly. 

Classics Jackets, another program in the 
Personal Patterns series, gives you five basic 
styles with up to six variations on each, as well 
as patterns for pants and skirts. Unlike Clas¬ 
sics Women and Children, this edition’s man- 



Just as you sew shall you reap: Anita made her¬ 
self an outfit just like one in an expensive shop. 


ual contains helpful measuring information, il¬ 
lustrations, yardage estimates and a list of 
notions to complete the garment. The program 
also includes detailed instructions for sewing 
the jacket, a handy feature for a hefty job. 

Now, Lily and I can’t wait to wear our new 
holiday best. I’ve promised Ken and our 10- 
year-oid daughter, Davia, that I’ll make outfits 
for them as soon as I find pattern-making soft¬ 
ware in their sizes. For now, Personal Patterns 
Classics Women and Children is the only pro¬ 
gram I know of with patterns for kids—basic 
T-shirts, tops, skirts and pants, for toddlers 
through girls up to 5 feet tall and boys up to 5 
feet 6 inches—but the plain styles don’t seem 
worth the time it takes to make them. 

It looks like our PC and sewing machine 
will be in demand this winter. Lily’s dropping 
hints about a new jeans jacket, so I’ve encour¬ 
aged her to see if sewing’s in her genes. Mean¬ 
while, I’ve been designing my own spring 
wardrobe—and I hope it won’t be long before 
I have it all sewn up. • 

Anita Rabinoff-Goldman, an award-winning 
quilt artist, lives in Feura Bush, N.Y. She also 
sews custom-made prayer shawls. You can 
send her e-mail at argart@aol.com. 


242 HOMEPC Dece 


'1995 















0w*\ 


1 4 L wd* Jriui Ji 

the fr et ^ edfirf a oLiji Jo^Aiffirf h^o fifth, 


2{ o 0 


H 


of Wl'RCv 


Or^ Kvj /4p/ wh£»\ 


(\Cr\ tl\i otILhr 


L Xf w2h j?of> fron-x Qerra. /X w^yyfeJ to know if X 


write review* for 3 t? Mn o(\ of ^ CP tL&f. lol cor^ittf out 

\ L 2 J 4o ia>,:., 4-4a^5r a «■/»*< ■ / fJI 

oje MH«r *«4T'/a^/ c */ke a.^ $p Ta r /? -. 


MoW couLP 1 sAY a/cj? 


C 0 n£eillOr v? 

OP A' GAME ADDIC t\ 


























1 - 


no t 


99 9Sh>9 


999 


999 $ 


m SIERRA* BUY TWO SIERRA GAMES AND GET A THIRD FREE. 


PHANTA 

HORROR 

H Unless you’ve 

couple of years 

Zanzibar, you’ve 
already heard of 
Phantasmagoria. 
Now it’s finally 

elements of a big hit: a master story teller in 
the person of Kings Quest® creator Roberta 
Williams, feature-film quality footage, and 
a story so rich and elaborate it took a 
record-setting seven CDs to contain it all. 

The tale of Don and Adrienne’s bizarre 
discoveries about their newly-acquired 
mansion is told in realistic live video. No, 
you don’t watch a movie and then click on 
a plot option. You run this show. 

But the thrill of Phantasmagoria isn’t 1 
simply the technology, it’s also the story. As ] 
Adrienne explores her new home, its dusty 
secrets begin to reveal themselves. The orig¬ 
inal owner, an illusionist, died in the house 
after the suspicious disappearances of his 


GABRIEL KNIGHT®: 

THE BEAST 

WITHIN' 


The top two computer gaming maga¬ 
zines both named the first Gabriel Knight 
mystery the best adventure game of the year 
in 1994. Creator Jane Jensen might want to 
start dusting off her awards shelf again, as 
The Beast Within mixes a strange, new brew 
of mutilation murders, a centuries-old curse, 
and criminal misdeeds on multiple CDs. 

Gabriel Knight, a detective of the supernat¬ 
ural, is summoned to Munich to investigate a series of murders blamed 
on werewolves. The edge-of-your-seat tale unfolds to implicate the mad 
King Ludwig II, a lost Wagner opera, and Gabriel’s own dark past. 

Shrewd thinking and paying attention to details are rewarded 
as players unravel clues while taking on the role of Gabriel and his 
partner, Grace Nakimura. Shot on location in Germany and the 
U.S. with more than 40 surprisingly talented actors, The Beast 
Within is possibly the most visually stunning, realistic adventure 
game to come out on CD this year. Even the photo on the box is 
enough to induce a minor heart palpitation. 














HORROR ON 7 CDS Players i 
and this game doesn’t "show" yo 
anything. You have to find it. 
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many wives. An evil force still inhabits the maze of 
rooms, and its effect on Don is disturbing, terrifying, 
and deadly. 

With perseverance and wit, you can discover the 
clues that save Adrienne from Don, and Don from him¬ 
self. This is truly the kind of game you’ll find yourself 
staying up all night to play. And, with its decidedly 
macabre storyline, the middle of the night may be 
Phantasmagoria’s finest hour. 


DARYL F. OATES 

POLICE QUEST-: 

SWAT 


When he headed the L.A.P.D., 
Chief Daryl F. Gates founded SWAT, 
the first Special Weapons And Tactics 
team. Now these highly trained forces 
are the elite of law enforcement, while 
Gates’ Police Quest: SWAT stands as 
the elite in tactical simulation games. 

In this, the fifth installment of 
the successful PQ series, you join a 
SWAT team, take intensive training, and learn to handle 
advanced class 3 weaponry, like an MP5, Benelli tactical shot¬ 
gun, M16 and LASH radio. After a few hours on the shooting 
range comes the "fun" part. That is, if you consider getting 
nearly blown away in a real-life crisis fun. Work with your 
team, make the right split-second decisions, fire accurately and 
you could advance through the ranks to become an Element 
Leader. Mess up, and it could cost you your on-screen life. 

The video action was shot using actual SWAT officers at 
their training facilities and in the streets of L.A. to lend an 
unmistakable air of realism. At least some of the country’s j 
major police departments think so-they now use Police Quest 
CDs to train their officers. 


DEAD-ON AUTHENTICITY Police Quest: SWAT does 
blow a decision, fail to communica 
mishandle your weapons and you’re 
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entertaining and 
enduring computer 
games-to unleash 
Torin's Passage on 
the world. 

In coming up 
with this remarkable new game, he has deliv¬ 
ered to our CD drives an adventure game 
with as much intrigue and brain-twisting 
challenge as any hard-core gamer has ever 
tackled AND a funny, musically-rich, visual 
treat that takes gaming to a new level. 

Torin’s Passage is the story of a young 
man’s encounters in the nested worlds beneath 
the surface of the planet, Strata. These bizarre 
lands, replete with flowing hot lava, unworld¬ 
ly creatures, and a host of other cunning 
obstacles, must be traversed if Torin is to 
reach his goal. 

Making matters worse (for Torin, more 
exciting for you) is a formidable line-up of 


brain-teasing puzzles at the end of each 
chapter-all of them, double black dia¬ 
mond challenges. 

There is one word to describe the 
artistry in Torin's: “whoa!” Multi-plane 
scrolling, spectacular backgrounds, and 
hand-drawn cel animation add a depth and 
realism you’ve never seen in a game 
before. The sheer talent and imagination of 
the artists is, by itself, worth the price of 
admission. 

But your eyes aren’t the only things 
that get to dip into the candy box. Torin’s 
also features an original digital music 
score composed by three-time Oscar™ 
winner, Michel Legrand. 

There’s a pop-up TelePrompTer™ that 
lets you replay dialogue to listen for cru¬ 
cial clues, plus a 3-D interface with on¬ 
line hints for the less-experienced players. 
There was, however, one hint missing: 
How do you avoid work, eating, chores 
and sleep so you can play Torin’s Passage 
endlessly? 






































ENTER TO WIN AN IBM APTTVA.«,* 


NOT HOME, NOT ALONE Players ha 
on guard in search of the evil spirits that 
haunt a sinister, derelict museum. 


It’s amazing to think that the 
same computer used to balance 
I the family checkbook can produce 
an even bigger scare. What’s 
required is the addition of a 
terror-filled, nail-biting, spine- 
tingling CD like Shivers. 

In this new game aimed at teens 
and adults, players must rely on their 
s to survive a nightmarish trip through a 
surreal, abandoned museum. The goal is to vanquish the 
ghosts and phantoms that haunt the museum before they 
steal your life’s essence. 

Along the way, a series of beads-of-sweat-producing 
puzzles await, along with chilling moments of live-action 
video that delivers twists and turns in the plot. 

Shivers sets a haunting stage through an eerie original 
music score and “as seen through your own eyes” graphics. 
The first-person views are handsomely rendered, you might 
even say “mystical.” But the real draw remains the story. 

It tantalizes, draws you in, and-fittingly-gives you the 
shivers. This is definitely one game that will keep you 
glued to your seat. Or, at least, the very edge of it. 
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CLASSIC 


“According to Hoyle®” means 
“by the rules; done the right way.” 
This remarkably sophisticated col¬ 
lection of 10 favorite games lives up 
to its name, giving families great 
variety, totally accurate play action, 
and an interesting twist on the old 
idea of playing against the computer. 

Sit down at the Hoyle * Classic j 
Games poker table, for instance, and you play against a 
rogue’s gallery of computerized competitors. Take on a 
crusty, old prospector, an over-the-hill movie star, or a num- j 
ber of other players, each sporting an accent and an attitude. 

The more you play, the more sides you’ll see to their 
weird, witty personalities. Add in their different card-play¬ 
ing styles, and you end up with a much more fun (and real¬ 
istic) way to challenge the microchips to a game. 

Along with five card draw, you can also play bridge, 
solitaire, old maid, hearts, crazy 8’s, gin rummy, check¬ 
ers, backgammon, and hearts. With its cast of characters 
and jam-packed variety, you’ll definitely want to ante up 
for this card game. 
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Surely you’ve seen them. 
Those guys on cable TV, sitting in a 
boat, reeling in a big one, saying 
stuff to each other like, “Oh, he’s 
got a lot of fight in him there, Jim.” 

At last count, there were 50 
million people in this country like 
Jim who love to feel the tug on a 
rod. And now they’ve got their own 
1 computer game: Trophy Bass. 

There are three sides to Trophy Bass. You can choose 
tackle, pick your bait, read the water, set the weather condi¬ 
tions, and then finesse your casting technique on one of 
five virtual lakes. Option two is to play in Tournament 
Mode and try your luck against conditions and competitors 
dished out by the computer. 

Or you can get even more serious and watch the full 
motion video ”how-to” section and pick up more than 100 
nuggets of solid advice from America’s top tournament 
bass fishermen. 

Now, obviously, the Jims of the world are going to 
ftve this game, because playing can bring you more suc¬ 
cess out on the water. But, surprisingly, you don’t have to 
tnow what a lunker bucketmouth is to get a charge out of 
s. As Jim would say, “It’s a keeper.” 





CAST OF THOUSANDS The super-accurate simulation and detailed 
how-to information earned Trophy Bass the endorse¬ 
ment of BASS., America's largestfishing organization. 






A city simulation? Hmmm, 
haven’t I seen something like this 
before? Yes and no. Yes, you’ve 
seen amazingly-detailed 3D ren¬ 
derings before. And, yes, you’ve 
played sims that put you in the 
municipal driver’s seat. 

But, no, you’ve never played 
anything quite like Caesar II. For 
starters, if you do a good job 
quelling riots, dowsing fires, recruiting soldiers and build¬ 
ing great cities, you earn approval ratings that grant you 
the right to take on another province. 

Then it really heats up. Along with wearing your city 
planner hat, you get to don the general’s helmet and fight 
off hordes of barbarians in battle sequences (check out 
Carthaginians on armored elephants). With each 
province you control, the closer you get to the best hat 
all: the emperor’s snappy laurel wreath. 

By combining great graphics, intricate 
and battle action, Caesar II isn’t merely simulation. 
stimulation for those who hanker for action and power. 


BUILT IN A DAY? The historical accuracy and detail 
scapes are astonishing, while battle sequences a twist 
for sim games-add another layer of challenge and fun. 


SIERRA® BUY TWO SIERRA GAMES AND GET A THIRD FREE. 
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10jy»,|^ When Foortw/l Pro ‘95 was 
IM CAJ' hailed as “the best football game 
/ISHf ’ i on the planet,” you’d think Sierra 
would send in the third string and 
to the locker room for a tall, 
frosty one. But, no. They put the pads back on, threw out 
the old playbook, and came back with Football Pro ‘96. 

It keeps all the things that earned its forefathers the 
Best Sports Simulation award three years running: 
“ jh attention to real NFL player and team stats, a 
play Rbk with over 10,000 combinations of X’s and 
O’s, and fifegue play over CompuServe. 

Ah, b« that’s the old stuff. For 1996, you can suit 
up as a plaffer for an arcade game or appoint yourself 
coach for th» football sim. What’s more, 3D animations 
were creat* using films of actual players shot from 
dozens of^gles simultaneously, so tailbacks juke, wide 
receiverffprint, and linemen grunt just like their real- 
mterparts. The awesome realism of this new ver- 
sure to earn some accolades. “Best football game 
the solar system?” Could be. 



THIS IS NOT TV The "motion capture" based 3D 
have you think you’ve tuned in to the NFL game 
of the week. But this is better: No commercials. 






Now hear this. All persojAP 
who want to see how Jpfil 
Simulation Game of the Yes 
been improved, report 
software dealer. COMMA 1 
Aces of the Deep, with its ii 
ble realism and historical accur; 
cy, has taken a giant leap forward 
with the addition of phenomenal 
texture-mapped graphics and voice activation. 

With Windows® 95 and IBM VoiceType®, you bark 
mands at your U-boat crew and watch them respond to your 
orders to dive, surface, fire torpedoes, and more. While you 
don’t need the voice command option to play the game, it 
adds yet another dimension to the realism. 

Your strategic skills get a sweat-producing 
workout in the cat-and-mouse pursuit 
sequences, while a new two-mode deck gun lets 
you play a more arcade-style game. Here, you 
get to do to other ships what COMMAND has done 
to other simulation games: Blow them out of the water. 


. sun nttp//wwwsierra.com, or log on at 


ENTER TO WIN ATT IBM APTIVA. Call T8007577707, 


AOL or CompuServe. 
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3-D ULTRA 

PINBALL 


The pinball wizards at Sierra have just come up 
with a better idea on how to stick five vertical feet of 
pinball machine onto seven inches of computer screen. 
While most other pinball games show you the table as 
if it were shot pointing straight up, Sierra’s 3-D Ultra 
Pinball slants the table so you can see the whole thing 
easily without scrolling. This bit of cleverness was then 
totally exploited with the most amazing spacescape 
graphics to appear this side of Alpha Centauri. 

Another innovation: 3-D Ultra Pinball uses advanced physics formulas to 
give you an uncannily accurate feel of a real table. Thanks to genius program¬ 
ming from some people who weren't sleeping during Physics class, flipper 
responsiveness, table bumping, ball rolling and ricochets look and react just like 
an authentic tavern machine. It even tilts like classic pinball. Damn! 

The game’s three tables can be interconnected so you can keep 
going until the sun comes up. And action on all versions is super fast; an 
amazing feat especially for a Windows® game. If there’s one downside to 
this addictive game, it may be that the garbage isn’t going to get taken 
out for a while, and the dog may have to start walking himself. 


THE 

Now that the 
Windows® 95 frenzy is 
going full tilt, you may 
wonder, “is there ! 
a game specifically 
| designed for this amaz¬ 
ingly cool new operat¬ 
ing system that takes 
full advantage of its j 
multi-threading capa¬ 
bilities?” Or perhaps you’d like to know, “is 
there a game so incredibly wicked that it will 
actually increase my supply of testosterone?” 

ti-'&a 


The answer to both questions: Yes. And 
you’re looking at it. 

Thexder flies, runs, jumps, morphs into a 
tank or plane, and blasts his way through five 
worlds, each with ten different levels of 
increasing hair-pulling difficulty. 

Your job in all this is to help Thexder 
work his way through mind-numbing mazes 
while steering clear of energy fields, sheer drop 
offs, and other assorted game-enders. Then, in 
addition to robots, aliens, cyborgs and other 


# SIERRA* BUY TWO SIERRA GAMES AND GETATHIRD FREE. 
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XDER- LASTDYMSTY" 


enemies, Thexder also has to contend with burning lava, 
crushing ceilings, and unpredictable explosives. 

Thanks to your droid-fast reflexes, and Thexder’s 
ability to morph, you can struggle your way to the 50th 
level to face Primus Tech, the numero uno enemy. 
Actually, there are other enemies you can take on: the bad 
dudes you play against on your network or your modem. 

All this battling is supercharged courtesy of 
Windows® 95. Along with the main horizontally-scrolling 
action window, there are five additional screens to keep 
you filled in on your position, available equipment, ene¬ 
mies and weapons. Due to that multi-threading business. 


every screen is constantly updated without slowing down 
the main action one hair. 

Thexder -sure to be one of the season’s best sell¬ 
ers—has arrived, pumped on Windows® 95 steroids, and 
ready to do some serious damage. 


Last Dynasty isn’t the best new 
game to come along in a while. It’s 
more like two of the best. 

Start by parking yourself in its 
first-person, full-view, real-time combat 
simulator. The completely customizable 
cockpit, with continuous on-line help, 
locks on and destroys typical space fight 
games. The information overload as you 
plan an attack, while your radar and windshield fills with enemy 
ships, is truly stomach-churning. Then comes an even cooler 
part: You can grab a momentary breath during all this chaos by 
switching into strategy mode, where you can map out and exe¬ 
cute your next attack from a mega-choice of battle strategies. 

Carrying the action game forward are spectacular interac¬ 
tive cinema clips, haunting original music, and enough mind- 
racking tension to have you sweating an arsenal worth of bullets. 

While the action side of this equation beats most pure space 
arcade CDs at their own game. Last Dynasty shines again in the 
fully-rendered, high res scenes in the adventure portion of the 
game. This mind-puzzler takes place aboard a multi-level space 
station. From a first-person angle you explore, look for clues, 
remove a few ruthless strangers, and keep your nerve endings on 
alert-mode in wait for a surprise attack. 

Consider Last Dynasty as an excellent, addictive, warp 
speed, mysterious, challenging, over-stim’d value. 


DOUBLE YOUR PLEASURE If you can’t make up your mind betweer, 
the action overload of a space fight, or the brain tease IVVVffWHjffPff 
of an adventure game, Last Dynasty gives you both. ullkJEM hIm 
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THE LOST MIND OF 

DR BRAIN" 


You have to love something 
that makes your kids smarter, keeps 
them happily occupied for hours, 
and isn’t TV. In this case, that some¬ 
thing is The Lost Mind of Dr. Brain. 

This third installment in the 
immensely popular Dr. Brain series 
gives kids 10 different wildly enter¬ 
taining puzzles to solve-each chal¬ 
lenging the 10 learning centers in real live kid brains. 
Some involve mazes, others memory games, and there’s 
plenty of fun with words and music. Since you can set the 
degree of difficulty, both ten-year olds and teens can have 
their brains put to the test. 

But here’s the real truth. These puzzles are also a 
blast for those of us who, ahem, haven’t doodled on a Pee 
Chee for many moons. (My favorite: sending the right 
colored balls down the railroad track maze to the station.) 

So don’t get the idea this is some stuffy, bookish 
“learning aid.” The puzzles are pure fun, surprisingly 
funny, and always a challenge. If you’ve got kids, buying 
The Lost Mind of Dr. Brain is clearly a no brainer. 


»• 

M I X E D-U P 
MOTHER GOOSE 

■nBBaD B L U X E 

i i»r iwprai 

The list of the awards Mixed- 
rW - 1r !£. Up Mother Goose has won from 
magazines, parents’ groups and the 
software industry could fill up the 
of this page. And no wonder. 
Here is a game that has introduced 
— more than 500,000 little ones to the 

computer, while helping build their problem-solving and 
learning skills. 

Sounds like a textbook? It’s not. In the new deluxe 
version of Mixed-Up Mother Goose kids search through 
Mother Goose Land to find missing objects from classic 
rhymes. A successful recovery is rewarded with a song-but 
not like you’ve ever heard before. Imagine “Little Jack 
Homer” done in reggae and you’ll get the idea. 

The game can be played in English or Spanish, and 
there’s a free bonus audio CD of the 18 songs in the game 
so kids can sing along after you’ve commandeered the i 
computer so you can play your games. 
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We’re giving away five IBM Aptiva “Ultimate Gamer” systems with Pentium® 133 Mhz 
processor, 16 MB RAM, 3.4 GB HF, Six Speed CD-ROM, 16-Bit Wavetable sound, 
3-D graphics card, 2 stereo speakers with sub-woofer, and a 17" SVGA monitor (15.7" 
. viewable image size). You want? Option A: Scour all 10 pages of the Sierra ad, answer the 
questions below, send the card back to us by February 14, 1996 and pray mightily to the 
game gods. Option B: Buy your own by calling IBM PC Direct at 1-800-IBM-2-YOU. 

Which Sierra game comes with 7 CD-ROMs? _ 

Which Sierra game takes place in an abandoned museum? _ 

Which Sierra game visits subterranean worlds? _ 

Which Sierra game features voice activation?_ 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City _ 



Zip 


Fer good in USA only, 
its of the US over 18 years o 
enter on a plain 3x5-inch cai 


list of winners, available 
send a stamped self- 
c/o Sierra On-Line, P.O. 


IBM is a registered trademark of 


les Corporation. Aptiva is 


IBM Aptiva. 
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- Hard to believe, but there are even more Sierra games than we could squeeze into this ad. So check them all 
out by going to the place where you like to buy games or call 1-800-757-7707 and order directly from Sierra. 
Then, when you buy any two games from the list below between November 1, 1995 and January 31, 1996, you 
can select one more from the other side of this card and we’ll send it to you for free. 


□ Adi’s Comprehensive Learning System 

□ Caesar II 

□ COMMAND: Aces of the Deep 

□ Front Page Sports: Football Pro ‘96 

□ Gabriel Knight: The Beast Within 

□ Hoyle® Classic Games 
. □ Kings Quest VII, 2.0 


□ Last Dynasty 

□ Lode Runner On-Line 

□ Lost Mind of Dr. Brain 

□ Mixed-Up Mother Goose Deluxe 

□ Outpost 1.5 

□ Phantasmagoria 

□ Police Quest: SWAT 

□ Print Artist 3.0 


□ Shivers 

□ Space Quest 6 

□ Thexder 

□ 3-D Ultra Pinball 

□ The Incredible Machine 3.0 

□ Torin’s Passage 

□ Trophy Bass 
































































Anyone can own the tools 
but few can master them... 



Introducing y 

XlE/L/Ip/i/s 

The fastest, easiest way to learn today's software. 


Want to quickly and easily learn software such as Microsoft® 
Windows® 95? HEL$/ US is advanced training software that teaches 
today's leading software applications right on your PC. HELlp/u* 
opens from your software's Help Menu, so you can get answers 
1 while you are in the application! 

; And HEL&* instantly identifies 
| and corrects mistakes while you 
j learn; it's like having an instructor 
j at your desktop. 



PRODUCTIVITY 

SOLUTIONS 


Top 10 Reasons Why Help Plus 
Is The Best Choice For Training Software 


Want more? How about 10 bucks! Buy any two HEL$/<« titles 
and use this coupon to receive $10 back in the mail, 
j HELfyus .. .the simple, low-cost way to master your software. 



PC ETCETERA: SOLUTIONS FOR DESKTOP PRODUCTIVITY 

462"Seventh Avenue. New York, NY 10018 . 800/PC- SOLVE 






























# RAND M9NALLY 


Two For The Road 


Across the Continent or Across Town, 
Go With Rand McNally! 




Call (800) 671-5006 ext. 708 for more information. 


Whether your next trip is across the great North 
American continent or simply across your favorite 
town, Rand McNally has two great ways to get there. 
The NEW 1996 multimedia edition of the # 1-selling 
TripMaker™ - “the best road atlas and trip planner, 
ever” - is your all-in-one solution for planning car 


The Best Multimedia Road /I 
and Hip Planner, Everl” 


V Available now! 


* Best ALL NEW up-to-date maps 

* Most accurate directions 

* New Restaurant, Hotel, and Attraction information 
■ Complete coverage ol the U.S., Canada, and Mexico 


■ Hnd millions of U.S. streets and addresses 

* Pinpoint restaurants, hotels and more 

* Locate places by address, street, intersection, 
city, ZIP, and area code 

* Print customized StreetPack'" grid maps tor 
any area you want to see 


trips in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. It provides 
the most accurate and fun way to get wherever 
you want to go. Plus, you can experience 
exciting multimedia tours of family destinations! 

v4nd, announcing Rand McNally’s NEW 
StreetFinder™ 1996 Edition, the most complete 
and easy to use street adas product available! It is 
your guide to finding millions of U.S. streets and 
addresses, with coverage of both metro and rural 
areas. With the quality you expect from Rand 
McNally, StreetFinder™ has the best and most 
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Our PC jury feels most at home with IBM, Packard Bell 


Make no mistake about it: Con¬ 
sumers shopping for a computer have 
their work cut out for them. Comput¬ 
er veterans have all seen firsthand 
how fast the state of the art changes, 
and they know the risks. The perfect¬ 
ly respectable system you buy could 
look a bit raggedy when you hear 
friends raving about a hot new fea¬ 
ture in their PCs, leaving you to 
spend more money for an upgrade— 
or simply do without. For inexperi- 


Computers 

★ flptiva M50 
★ Legend 814CD 
HP Pavilion P75 
Gateway P5-100 
Pertorma 5215CD 
Presario 7170 
Epson Action 
Tower 8200MM 
Midwest Micro 
Elite 


Quantex P5/90 
★ Globalyst-363 
Advantage PI 00 



enced buyers, the pressure can be 
intense; there are mysterious terms 
to contend with, and many seem¬ 
ingly similar products on computer- 
store shelves. 

So, is every consumer fated to 
suffer the slings and arrows of out¬ 
rageous fortune at the computer 
store? Of course not—if you do 
your homework. 

The best remedy for the angst is 
preparation. The more you know 
about the features and technology to 
look for in a new PC before you set 
foot in the stores, the greater the 
chance you’ll emerge with a system 
that will look as good to you in a year 
as it does the day you get it home. 

In this month’s Consumer Lab, 
we examine some of the most impor¬ 
tant features to consider when you 
shop. And, to add some real-life ex¬ 
perience to our general shopping ad- 


Photo illustration by Chris Gould 
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Ellen, a local television reporter, 
got the inside story on PC setup. 


vice, we offered a team of con¬ 
sumers the ultimate opportunity for 
risk-free comparison-shopping: We 


For consumers worried about 
buying a system today that won’t 
be able to run ever-faster software 
tomorrow, the companies that sup¬ 
plied the computers for our tests 
provided one important clue: Not 
one of these systems uses a proces¬ 
sor slower than a 75-Mffz Pentium 
or PowerPC chip. While HomePC 
recommends a 90-MHz Pentium as 
a sensible choice for a new PC as a 
hedge against the future, you’ll see 
that many of our testers were fully 
satisfied with the everyday perfor¬ 
mance of some systems based on a 
75-MHz chip. 

However, HomePC 1 s technical- 
performance tests, developed in 
conjunction with our sister publica¬ 
tion, Windows Magazine , generally 
showed a significant lag in speed 
between the 75-MHz machines and 
most PCs based on 90- or 100-MHz 
processors (see page 268). Not sur¬ 


chips, such as Packard Bell’s Leg¬ 
end 814CD. Whatever the chip 
speed, other factors may keep the 
system from taking full advantage 
of its potential. 

The clean sweep of Pentium 
machines among the manufactur¬ 
ers holds one more important les¬ 
son for consumers: If you’re buy¬ 
ing a PC for the long haul, there’s 
no such thing as a good deal on a 
486-based desktop PC. At the 
same time, unless you have a spe¬ 
cial need for speed, you probably 
don’t have to spend the extra 
money for a 120- or 133-MHz 
Pentium chip yet. As for the new 
Pentium Pro (see the Gear + Gad¬ 
gets report on page 434), it’s ear¬ 
marked this year for specialized 
office applications; the chip is not 
expected to be used in home PCs 
until late 1996 or early 1997. 

Many PC makers tailor their PCs 


Our tests of PC speed proved one important point: A PC with a 90- 
MHz chip actually can be faster than a PC with a i00-MHz chip. 


asked them to give 11 new comput¬ 
ers an in-depth workout, as if they 
had just bought them and brought 
them home. They compared the 
machines’ performance and, given 
their hands-on experience, declared 
which PC they would buy and why. 

For this Lab, we recruited a 
team of experienced testers (all 
had participated in previous Con¬ 
sumer Labs) to get an informed 
opinion on the new PCs’ mix of 
features, performance and value. 
After spending time testing the 
machines in our on-site lab, they 
took each PC home for about a 
week, so that they and their fami¬ 
lies could put the hardware to the 
test under real-world conditions. 

Looking over the field 

We asked 11 top U.S. PC makers 
(according to 1994 sales figures 
from Dataquest, a Santa Clara, 
Calif., market research firm) to se¬ 
lect their model with the best mix 
of price and features for our test. 
Be aware that each company sells a 
range of PCs under one “family 
name” (like IBM’s Aptiva), which 
may vary in price and features 
from the models our testers used. 


prisingly, a 100-MHz machine—the 
Midwest Micro Elite—was the 
speediest of the group. Our tests 
also proved another point that will 


serve you well as you shop: You 
can’t always gauge system perfor¬ 
mance by chip class alone—the 90- 
MHz Quantex P5/90 was faster 
than some PCs with 100-MHz 


to specific customer groups, and 
that may affect the features you’ll 
see in a particular computer. For ex¬ 
ample, a machine that Company A 


calls a general home multimedia 
computer may include wavetable 
synthesizers, rather than older FM 
synthesizers, to play rich, crisp CD- 
ROM game soundtracks. It’s also 



Apparel maker Kenneth liked how Packard Bell accessorized with software. 
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Windows 


Do you have 
the capacity 
to handle Windows 95? 



Look to Conner for storage solutions Designed for Windows 95. 

Windows 95 promises faster, more powerful personal computing. But to unleash that 
power you’ll need a ton of storage capacity. Fortunately, Conner offers a wide range 
of cost-effective storage solutions designed specifically for your Windows 95 needs. 
Including a broad range of high performance, easy-to-use disk drives, in capacities of 
540 to 1275 MB, backed by a 3 year warranty. 

Backup before you move up. Remember to protect your valuable data before 
you upgrade to Windows 95. With Conner Tape«Stor you’ll get reliable, easy-to-use 
tape backup solutions in capacities from 800 MB to 4 GB on a single cartridge. 

Ask the Storage Detective. To help you uncover your storage needs for 
Windows 95, we’re offering a free copy of the Conner Storage Detective—a fast, 
Designed for complete utility to analyze your PC’s storage capacity. So call us today at 
1-800-845-2215. Or even better, download a copy off the Internet at 
http://www.conner.com. 

Microsoft 

Windows95 Choose Conner—The Windows 95 Storage Answer. 


ii i Hill 



CGiifiwER 

ThepStorage Answer. 
Window 95 


Get a FREE copy of STORAGE DETECTIVE. Find out how much storage you need for Windows 95. 


Call 1-800-626-6637 for the name of yournean 
3081 Zanker Road, San Jose, CA 95134. © 1995 Cor 


: retailer. Storage Detective available while supplies last. Conner Peripherals World Headquarters, 
it Peripherals, Inc. All trademarks or registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE I 
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Making the grade: how 11 top computers stack up 


General multimedia 

IBM Aptiva Packard Bell HP Gateway Macintosh 

M50 Legend 814CD Pavilion P75 P5-100 Performa 5215CD 


Design B 

Documentation B+ 

Ease of setup A- 

Monitor quality B+ 

Out-of-box A- 

experience 


A- 

A 

B+ 

A- 


B+ 


B+ 


A- 

B+ 


B+ 

B+ 


A 

A- 


B 

B+ 


A 

A 

A- 


Overall quality B+ B+ 

Overall value B-i- B 

Performance B+ A 

Software selection A- A- 

Sound quality B+ B 


B+ B B 

A- B B 

B+ B+ B- 

B+ B B 

B+ A- C+ 


Overall grade 


B+ (3.58) B+ (3.58) B+ (3.52) B+ (3.41) B (3.31) 
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Home-office 

Compaq Epson Action Midwest Quantex AT&T AST Advan- 

Presario 7170 Tower 8200MM Micro Elite P5/90 Globalyst-363 tage P100 


B+ 


A- 

B 

B 


B+ 

B 

A- 

A 


B+ 


C+ 


B+ 

B+ 

B 


A- 

B+ 

A 

B+ 


A 


B 

B 

B+ 


A- 

B 


B+ 


B (3.29) B (3.28) B (3.24) B (2.99) B+ (3.56) B+ (3.37) 



b\&CT. 1-800-757-7707 or u>6 oMTo HTTPV/WWW.SIERRA.COM, Aou or £oni?US6RW. NOW! 
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After his test , John wished he’d hooked up with IIP before buying his new PC. 


more likely to build in “3-D 
sound”—which provides “surround- 
sound” multimedia—and MPEG 
support; the latter lets you play 
video segments in MPEG-encoded 
CD-ROMs smoothly using the full 
screen. (See “PC Magic: It’s All in 
the Cards” in our October issue for 
more on these components.) 

In contrast, a machine in Compa¬ 
ny A’s home-office line may offer 
more pre-installed business soft¬ 
ware, and might be designed in a 
tower (vertical) configuration that 
sports extra drive bays for add-in 
devices that are especially important 
to a commercial enterprise, such as 
an additional hard drive or a back¬ 
up unit. Of course, these are gener¬ 
al guidelines—for instance, some 
PCs we saw encased in tower con¬ 
figurations are marketed as general 
multimedia systems. 

We divided our testers into two 
groups: Eighteen of the 24 testers 


(RAM). If you can afford the extra 
expense, 16 MR is a better bet. 

Hard drive capacity has gone 
way up, too. One-gigabyte (GB)— 
or 1,000 MB—drives are becoming 


its first home PCs only this fall, hit 
the ground running: The HP Pavil¬ 
ion P75 finished second. 

Among the home-office PCs, the 
AT&T Globalyst-363’s 3.56 (B+) 


IBM’s Aptiva and Packard Bell’s Legend tied among multimedia 
PCs; AT&T’s Globalyst went out on top in the home-office category. 


examined the nine multimedia sys¬ 
tems we received; the others sized 
up the two-home office PCs. As 
you’ll see by their grades and com¬ 
ments, eacb group looked for dis- 



Even computer specialist James 
Ostazewski leans on documentation. 


tinct features—sound quality, bun¬ 
dled software and so on—that 
would target the needs of either a 
family or a home-office manager. 

No matter whom it’s for, a PC 
needs certain basics you should look 
for when you shop. Don’t buy a 
new PC with less than 8 megabytes 
(MB) of random access memory 


more common; most of the PCs in 
this review boasted at least 850- 
MB hard drives. 

Most models we tested are sold 
with 14.4-Kbps fax/modems. But 
speed isn’t all that’s hot about 
modems this season; almost all the 
computers we tested have software 
that lets the PC act as a telephone 
voicemail system. 

In addition to having our testers 
experiment with the telephony op¬ 
tions and the included software, we 
made sure they gave each PC a 
rugged workout, from casing its in¬ 
ternal layout to installing hardware. 
(For more details on a PC’s internal 
configuration and what to look for 
when you shop, see “Inside Your 
New PC,” page 280.) 

And the winners are... 

While all the PCs in this review 
proved to be good performers, with 
no model scoring lower than a B 
overall, our testers’ scores in the 
general multimedia category put 
IBM’s Aptiva M50 and Packard 
Bell’s Legend 814CD in a tie at the 
top: They each scored a 3.58 (B+). 
Hewlett-Packard, which introduced 


finished slightly ahead of the AST 
Advantage P100. (After testing, 
AT&T announced that it’s bowing 
out of the PC business; you’ll be 
able to buy a Globalyst PC until at 
least Dec. 22, and AT&T promises 
it will support any machines sold.) 

If you think a PC reviewed here 
is right for you, remember what we 
said at the start: Computing fea¬ 
tures change fast. Take our PC 
pullout card (following page 292) 
to the store; this handy form gives 
you room to compare the specs of 
your favorite models, and keeps 
HomePC' s recommendations within 
easy reach. Ask a salesperson to up¬ 
date you on current features. 

Armed with our testers’ first¬ 
hand accounts of each PC, which 
begin on page 282, you’ll have a 
clear idea of the questions to ask 
and features to research when you 
compare PCs—so you can concen¬ 
trate on the rewards, not the risks. 

Lab assistance by Anne Clifford, 
Abdul Farooqi, Patrick Gaynor, 
Barbara Hamill, Judith Hogan, 
Doug Kalinousky, Judith Levine, 
Mel Odemis and Sun Ying Tam. 
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Heart white knuckled 

Stomach in the throat racing. 


Put your pedal to the metal, ’cause the pack don’t wait for Sunday drivers. 

C3 il® 


Swervin’, curvin’, movin’ and groovin’. That’s what Virtual Karts™ is all about. 
Shoot through a series of serpentine speedways. Go bumper to bumper 
with the tyrants of the track. And if you’ve got the drive, capture the checkered flag. 
No matter which road you choose, it’s the most fun you can have 
with your butt four inches off the ground! 


/HIORD PROSE 

For IBM -PC & Compatibles on CD-ROM. 1-800-879-PLAY, http://www.microprose.com 
































Hey! Watch 

your mouth! 
Anything you 
gotta say, say it to my 
28.8 modem! 


greetings tor your incom- 
Calls, and record callers’ 
ind faxes. Tke computer 
' a full log (including tke 
»ne numker if you kave 
1 Caller ID) to make 
it easy to sort tkrougk 
tke ones you need 

And when you’re on 
a call, yoi a can switck 
ketween voice, data, or 
image transmissions 
HHfe all on tke same pkone 
■Ugfitkout disconnecting tke call — 
■Kir discussing document 
:hanges over tke pkone. 


♦ 


HEY FEATURES 

Designed for Windows 95® and 
works witk Windows 3.x® 

Plug and Play for easy installation 
>=* Compatible witk Radisk VoiceView™ 
^ Connect worldwide witk industry- 
standard V.34 data transmission 
and V.42 error-correction 
Up to 115,200 bps throughput 
witk V.42bis data compression 
in hardware 
Supports Caller ID 
^ Organize your communication needs 
witk over 1,000 voicemail boxes 

So put up, but don’t shut up. 
Because with a kmited kfetime 
warranty, extended hours for customer 
support, and a price everyone can 
afford, tke fact remains—nobody ups 
tke ante on tke Cardinal.. .nobody. 

Still haven’t heard enough? 

For a dealer near you and more 
information, via fax or mail, call us at 

1-800-775-0899, extension 619- 
(International: 1-717-293-3000) 


Cardinal 


Come see us at Comdex 
Booth #M631 in the 
Sands Hotel. 
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Picking the right computer: what’s inside 11 top models 


General multimedia 


Manufacturer 

IBM 

Packard Bell 

Hewlett-Packard 

Gateway 

Apple Computer 

Model name 

IBM Aptiva M50 

Packard Bell 

Legend 814CD 

HP Pavilion P75 

Gateway P5-100 

Macintosh 

Performs 5215CD 

Processor 

Intel 100-MHz 
Pentium 

Intel 100-MHz 
Pentium 

Intel 75-MHz 

Pentium 

Intel 100-MHz 
Pentium 

PowerPC 75-MHz 
RISC 

Memory 

8 MB 

8 MB 

8 MB 

8 MB 

8 MB 

Hard drive 
capacity 

1 GB 

1.2 GB 

850 MB 

730 MB 

1 GB 

Floppy drives 

One 3.5-inch 

One 3.5-inch 

One 3.5-inch 

One 3.5-inch 

One 3.5-inch 

No. of total 
drive bays 

4 

4 

4 

7 

3 

No. of free 
drive bays 

1 

1 

1 

4 

0 

CD-ROM drive 

Quad-speed (4X) 

Quad-speed 

Quad-speed 

Quad-speed 

Quad-speed 

Graphics 

adapter 

Super VGA, 1,280- 
by-1,024-pixel 
resolution 

SVGA 1,024-by- 

768-pixel 

resolution 

SVGA, 1,280-by- 
1,024-pixel 
resolution 

SVGA, 1,280-by- 
1,024-pixel 
resolution 

832-by-624-pixel 

resolution 

MPEG support 

Yes, software 

Yes, software 

No 

No 

Yes, hardware 

Monitor 

15-inch SVGA, 
1,280-by-1,024- 
pixel resolution 

15-inch SVGA, 

1,024-by-768- 
pixel resolution 

14-inch SVGA, 

1,024-by-768- 
pixel resolution 

15-inch SVGA, 
1,280-by-1,024- 
pixel resolution 

15-inch, 832-by- 

624-pixel 

resolution 

Fax/data 

modem 

28.8-Kbps 

14.4-Kbps 

14.4-Kbps 

14.4-Kbps 

14.4-Kbps 

Sound 

capabilities 

16-bit, wavetable 
synthesis, 3-D 
sound 

16-bit, FM synthe¬ 
sis, 3-D sound 

16-bit, FM 
synthesis 

16-bit, wavetable 
synthesis 

16-bit, FM 
synthesis 

Telephony 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Speakers 

30 watts per 
channel 

10 watts per chan¬ 
nel (with adapter) 

5 watts per channel 

4.5 watts per 
channel 

Information not 
available 

No. of ISA/PCI 

expansion 

slots 

3 ISA/2 PCI 

3 ISA/2 PCI 

3 ISA/2 PCI 

3 ISA/4 PCI 

1 PDS (Processor 
Direct Slot) 

No. of free 
ISA/PCI expan¬ 
sion slots 

2 ISA/2 PCI 

2 ISA/2 PCI 

2 ISA/2 PCI 

1 ISA/3 PCI 

1 PDS 

No. of free 

SIMM sockets 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

No. of software 

programs 

included 

12 

34 

26 

18 

26 

Extras 

Microphone 

Microphone, 
remote control 

Microphone 

No 

Microphone, 

TV hookup 

Warranty 

3 years limited 

1 year on-site 

1 year on-site 

1 year on-site, 

3 years limited 

1 year on-site, 

1 year limited 

Toll-free tech 
support 

24 hours, 7 days a 
week 

24 hours, 7 days a 
week 

24 hours, 7 days a 
week 

24 hours, 7 days a 
week 

24 hours, 7 days a 
week 

Customer 
service number 

(800) 426-3333 
(914) 765-1900 

(800) 733-5858 
(818) 865-1555 

(800) 752-0900 
(408) 246-4300 

(800) 846-2000 
(605) 232-2000 

(800) 776-2333 
(408) 996-1010 

Price 

$2,788 

$2,699 (estimated 
street price) 

$2,200 

$2,524 

$2,300 (estimated 
street price) 

Reader service 

Circle #539 

Circle #540 

Circle #541 

Circle #542 

Circle #543 
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Compaq 

Epson 

Midwest Micro 

Quantex 

Home-office computers 
AT&T AST 

Compaq Presario 
7170 

Epson Action 

Tower 8200MM 

Midwest Micro Elite 

Quantex P5/90 

AT&T Globalyst- 
363 

AST Advantage 
PI 00 

Intel 90-MHz 
Pentium 

Intel 75-MHz 
Pentium 

Intel 100-MHz 
Pentium 

Intel 90-MHz 
Pentium 

Intel 75-MHz 
Pentium 

Intel 100-MHz 
Pentium 

8 MB 

8 MB 

8 MB 

16 MB 

8 MB 

16 MB 

840 MB 

850 MB 

1 GB 

850 MB 

1 GB 

1 GB 

One 3.5-inch 

One 3.5-inch 

One 3.5-inch 

One 3.5-inch 

One 3.5-inch 

One 3.5-inch 

4 

7 

8 

11 

6 

7 

1 

4 

5 

8 

3 

4 

Quad-speed 

Quad-speed 

Quad-speed 

Quad-speed 

Quad-speed 

Quad-speed 

SVGA, 1,024-by- 
768-pixel resolution 

SVGA, 1,280-by- 
1,024-pixel 
resolution 

SVGA, 1,280-by- 
1,024-pixel 
resolution 

SVGA, 1,280-by- 
1,024-pixel 
resolution 

SVGA, 1,280-by- 
1,024-pixel 
resolution 

SVGA,1,280-by- 
1,024-pixel 
resolution 

Yes, software 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Yes, software 

14-inch SVGA, 

1,024-by-768-pixel 
resolution 

17-inch SVGA, 

1,280-by-l ,024- 
pixel resolution 

15-inch SVGA, 
1,280-by-1,024- 
pixel resolution 

15-inch SVGA, 
1,280-by-1,024- 
pixel resolution 

15-inch SVGA, 

1,024-by-768- 
pixel resolution 

15-inch SVGA, 

1,280-by-1,024- 
pixel resolution 

14.4-Kbps 

14.4-Kbps 

14.4-Kbps 

14.4-Kbps 

14.4-Kbps 

14.4-Kbps 

16-bit, FM 
synthesis 

16-bit, FM 
synthesis 

16-bit, wavetable 
synthesis 

16-bit, FM 
synthesis 

16-bit, wavetable 
synthesis 

16-bit, FM 
synthesis 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

4 watts per channel 

7 watts per channel 

4.5 watts per 
channel 

4.5 watts per 
channel 

Information not 
available 

7 watts per 
channel 

3 ISA/2 PCI 

3 ISA/2 PCI 

4 ISA/3 PCI 

4 ISA/3 PCI 

5 ISA/3 PCI 

5 ISA/2 PCI 

2 ISA/2 PCI 

2 ISA/2 PCI 

2 ISA/2 PCI 

2 ISA/2 PCI 

4 ISA/3 PCI 

2 ISA/2 PCI 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 

31 

16 

6 

14 

22 

10 

Microphone 

Microphone 

None 

None 

Microphone 

Microphone 

3 years limited 

1 year on-site 

3 years limited 

1 year on-site, 

1 year limited 

1 year on-site 

1 year on-site, 

2 years limited 

24 hours, 7 days 
a week 

M-F, 6 to 6 (EST) 

M-F, 9 to 7; 

Sat, 10 to 4 (EST) 

M-Th, 9 to 8; F, 9 to 

6; Sat, 10 to 4 (EST) 

24 hours, 7 days 
a week 

24 hours, 7 days 
a week 

(800) 345-1518 
(713) 374-0484 

(800) 289-3776 
(310) 782-0770 

(800) 445-2015 
(513) 368-2309 

(800) 836-0566 
(908) 563-4166 

(800) 225-5627 
(513) 445-5000 

(800) 876-4278 
(714) 727-4141 

$2,000 

$2,099 

$2,349 

$2,099 

$2,365 

$2,699 

Circle #544 

Circle #545 

Circle #546 

Circle #547 

Circle #548 

Circle #549 
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Time trials: which PC is fastest? 


How fast do the systems in our Consumer Lab handle 
their computing chores? To find out, we conducted a 
series of speed tests to assess relative performance. 
The tests were developed by lab technicians at Home¬ 
PC and our sister publication, Windows Magazine. 

The speed tests consisted of macros (programmed 
series of tasks) run in various programs. The Doom II 
test highlighted each system’s ability to process 
graphics, and its sound quality and hard disk activity. 


The Compton’s Interactive Encyclopedia test show¬ 
cased how well the PC manages various CD-ROM 
tasks, including data searches, and audio and video 
playback. The Excel macro ran calculations and sta¬ 
tistical math problems, a task that particularly taxes 
system memory and the processor. 

With the exception of the IBM Aptiva M50 and 
AT&T Globalyst-363, the PC speed tests were con¬ 
ducted on machines running a copy of Windows 95 


Test times recorded in seconds; a lower number indicates better performance. Numbers in bold indicate the best 


Processor speed 
Manufacturer 

Model name 

75-MHz 



90-MHz 


AT&T 

Globalyst-363 

S MB of RAM 

Epson 

Action Tower 

8200MM 

HP 

Pavilion P75 

Compaq 

Presario 7170 

8 MB of RAM 

Quantex 

P5/90 

Doom II 

439 

386 

359 

367 

283 

Compton’s 

213 

197 

205 

191 

136 

Excel 

106 

104 

108 

124 

71 


16 MB of RAM 



16 MB of RAM 


Doom II 

473 

378 

345 

344 

270 

Compton’s 

106 

132 

122 

111 

92 

Excel 

93 

90 

96 

103 

65 



VA I /U|v\ - %CNTANA 






VENTANA 


The World Wide Web Kit, 
best buy on the Web- 
a *130 value for only *39*. 

• Choose your favorite browser —comes with either the 
popular Ventana Mosaic™ or the commercial version of 
Netscape Navigator™. 

• Money-saving access offer from IBM Internet 
Connection service —easy, one-button sign on ($27.50 value)! 

• Two bestselling Ventana resource guides — Walking the 

World Wide Web (Internet listings, featuring an interactive 
CD-ROM) and Mosaic or Netscape Quick Tour (for quick, 
easy instructions). 

For Windows or Macintosh. 


f 


Available now at these and other software and computer book outlets. 

= best COMPUSA eGGHewscetvime software© 

laae's BUY 




























supplied by the PC’s manufacturer; IBM and AT&T 
did not supply such versions in time, so we installed a 
store-bought copy of Windows 95. Running a version 
of Windows 95 supplied by IBM or AT&T could have 
altered the results, because each would have included 
drivers tailored to the systems. We did not conduct 
speed tests on the Macintosh Performa 5215CD re¬ 
viewed in the Consumer Lab this month. 

The machines use different processors, which ac¬ 


counts in part for the differences you’ll see in the 
performance scores. In general, PCs incorporating 
the same processor fell in roughly the same speed 
range—but not always. For instance, even though 
the Quantex P5/90 and Compaq Presario 7170 both 
use a 90-MHz Pentium, the Quantex performed 
faster. Overall, the results of these tests show the 
100-MHz Midwest Micro Elite to be the brightest 
all-around performer in the test group. 


score for that test in each processor group. 
I 100-MHz __ 


AST 

AST Advantage 

PI 00 

SMB of RAM 

Gateway 

P5-100 

IBM 

Aptiva M50 

Midwest Micro 

Elite 

Packard Bell 

Legend 814CD 

313 

283 

324 

248 

330 

157 

165 

238 

163 

171 

147 

lb MB of BAM 

71 

104 

65 

107 

303 

265 

304 

238 

300 

106 

129 

126 

110 

123 

131 

63 

91 

59 

89 



New for Windows 95 

SurfWatch: the best way to 
block X-rated Internet sites! 

Blocks access to thousands of unwanted sites— 

including newsgroups, and Web, FTP and Gopher sites con¬ 
taining sexually explicit text and graphics. 

• Works with most browsers and Internet services ... 
SurfWatch lets you choose! Unlike other products, 
SurfWatch is not limited to use with a particular 
browser or service provider. 

• Updates restricted site list automatically—Optional 
subscription service activates instant updates via the 
Internet with a simple click of your mouse! 

• Maintains password-protected control over access— 
Only you can deactivate or remove SurfWatch from 

your hard drive by entering the correct password. 

Also available for Windows 3.1 and Macintosh. 


For information, call toll free: 1-800-743-5369. Visit Ventana's World Wide Web site at http://www.vmedia.com/ 

‘Anticipated street price 


HP1295 
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Meet 


December’s testers 


(Top row, left to right) 

Barbara Dowd, 47, works in fi¬ 
nancial services. She has almost 
20 years of experience with com¬ 
puters; she uses a PC at home 
and at work, and relished the op¬ 
portunity to give the computers in 
the Consumer Lab a workout be¬ 
fore she plunks down money for 
a new system. 

Anthony Carvalho, 19, is a stu¬ 
dent. He uses a Macintosh at 
school and works on an old 286- 
based PC at home. Anthony, who 
considers his computing skills to 
be average, said he’d spend up 
to $2,000 for a new PC. 


Steve Fong, 33, is a computer- 
store salesman; he’s been using 
both PCs and Macs at work for 
eight years. 

Trent Schneider, 30, is a re¬ 
search administrator for a univer¬ 
sity. He uses PCs at work and at 
home, and rates his computer 
experience as above-average. 

(Middle row, left to right) 

Lisa A. Freeman, 24, is an of¬ 
fice manager for a film produc¬ 
tion company. She’s used a PC 
at her job for about five years, 
but she doesn’t own a home 
computer. 


Richard Mottl, 32, is an accoun¬ 
tant who uses his Macintosh at 
home primarily to manage his fi¬ 
nances. He rates his computer 
experience as average. 

Chris DiNapoli, 50, is a puzzle 
editor and freelance graphics 
artist. On the job, she uses a 
Macintosh; at home, she uses a 
486-based PC. 

Kenneth Drucker, 47, owns an 
apparel manufacturing company. 
He uses PCs at home and at 
work. “I like trying out new equip¬ 
ment, so this is my fantasy,” he 
said of his lab-testing experience. 



(Bottom row, left to right) 

John White, 59, teaches comput¬ 
ing at a community college. John 
uses a Mac at home and at work, 
but he was impressed by the 
Hewlett-Packard PC he tested: 
“This is a powerhouse,” he said. 

Tiffany Hanulec, 19, is a student 
who has been using computers 
since she was 7. She uses a 486- 
based PC, mostly to complete 
school assignments, surf the In¬ 
ternet and play games. 

Joseph DelBroccolo, 50, is an 

art supervisor for a mail-order 
company. He uses a Macintosh 
at home and at work. But after 
testing, he said he might consid¬ 
er buying a PC. 

Bertrand C. Emmett, 31, is a chiro¬ 
practor. He rates his computer ex- 

(tester bios continue on page 278) 


















Hewlett-Packard 


is proud to 
introduce its 

- exciting 

new line of 
exercise 
machines... 
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HP DeskJet 600C printer 

• Ideal starter color printer 

• HP color kit included 

• Fonts for the family disk 



HP DeskJet 660C printer 

• Perfect for kids or working at home 

• Built-in, easy-to-use color 

• Mac version also available 



HP DeskJet 660Cse printer 

• HP’s premier DeskJet printer 
for home use 

• HP Printing Kit for the Home 
included, see details on back 

• Complete color printing 
solution for families 


The HP DeskJet 600 series 
printers with the RealLife 
Imaging System. 

How can you get more out of your home computer? 
Get an HP DeskJet 600 series printer and watch 
your family’s computer creations come to life. 
HP’s exclusive RealLife Imaging System delivers 
the most vivid colors and the sharpest blacks 
possible in inkjet printing. With HP DeskJet 600 
series printers, anyone in your family can get 
outstanding results quickly and easily, with no 
special paper required. 


Every HP DeskJet 600 series 
printer gives you: 

• Family-friendly, quiet operation 

• Durability, with a 3-year warranty 

• Printing on plain paper, envelopes, 
labels and cards 

• Designed for Windows® 95 

• 4 pages-per-minute black and white 

• HP ColorSmart technology to 
optimize color automatically 

• Value, about $299* for the 600C, 
$399* for the 660C or 660Cse 























What is HP’s RealLife Imaging System? 


I Precision printing 
with HP’s exclusive 
REt technology 


a photojoumal 

by Carl Baker 


ColorSmart to 
optimize color 
automatically 


New inks for 
superior results ’ 
on any paper 
































f / 

4 



All the printed pieces you see 
here can be easily printed with 
an HP DeskJet 600 series printer 
using popular software titles 
such as The Print Shop® Deluxe 
and The Amazing Writing 
Machine™ from Brpderbund®, 
Microsoft® Creative Writer 
and Microsoft® Fine Artist, 
and others. 


What you see is 
what you can print. 














Get an HP Printing Kit 
for the Home with the 
HP DeskJet 660Cse printer. 

It’s everything you need to get the most out of 
your new printer. 

• Free - The Print Shop® Deluxe by Brpderbund® 
Software lets your family quickly and easily 
create personalized greeting cards, signs, 
calendars and more. 

• Kodak Photo CD offer - have your film, slides 
or negatives developed onto Photo CD for a 
special low price. Then use your own family 
photos in your projects. 

• HP Premium Papers - envelopes, heavyweight 
and greeting card stocks, glossy finish and 
special inkjet papers are included for the best 
quality output. 

• Additional fonts for the family disk - includes 
fonts for every occasion, from resumes to 
party invitations. 

• Two-sided printing - makes printing on both 
sides easy. 

• Ink-saving print mode - a money saver for 
families with eager artists. 


You can find the HP DeskJet 600 series printers and the HP Pavilion 
_ family of multimedia PCs at the following HP Dealers: 

m e SSSESSr COMPm i 


HP Home Printers 
Just what you had in mind. 



Whnt HEWLETTa 

mifiM PACKARD 
























, . 'LL BE MORE POPULAR 

’ SANTA WIN JUST A UTTIE 

th confidence, get it cheaper and have a huge selection to choose from when you call 
it- We're one of the nation’s largest discount sources for the world’s top brands. And with the 
L ~')l and the holidays just around the corner it’s time to start thinking about a new 
ries and software, Insight has the lowest possible prices and next-day delivery . \ 
or! Call anytime—24 hours a day—and shop the better, faster and cheaper Insight way! 


Your Software Headquarters 


Baand 
w every- 
Ifht has 
Ml already 
llection of soft- 
Jpes...just call and 
I at you door with 
business day delivery! 




Call for 
Availabilily 


ultiMedia Kits, Speakers, Sound Cards 


MMDC4400 Multimedia Kit 

Packed with a powerful quad-speed CD-ROM 
drive, stunning CD-ROM software and easy- 
installation tools—Diamond’s Multimedia Kit 
I 4400 is ready to move you to the next level of 
| multimedia performance and value. You’ll lis- 
o rich stereo sound from Diamond 

ni stereo speakers and FM MM Kit 4400 
synthesis sound card. And you'll $4Afl 
be entertained with the20 free ^ 9 

CD titles included. mmdgmoo 

Wave Table Sound Cards 
Diamond 16-bit wavetable card Speakers 

... $99 Altec Lansing 15020 watt subwoofer 
1 P. rc i ti 5. Labs SoundBlaster ACS150.$99 


tt Speaker System 


Call for your FREE catalog or visit our Web Site 

J where you’ll always find unadvertised specials 

! 




Winnie the Pooh and 

the Honey Tree „• The Ma 9 ic School Bus- 

BSSj u ' A "" k 1 " l,1e enchanted world Explores the Human Body 

V - 01 ' Vll,nic the Pooh - where color - Join Mr. Frizzle and the class on a 

| | lul animation and familiar music wacky field trip into Arnold’s body! 

«ill prm ale your children hours Travel in three dimensions through dif- 

ol interactive adventure and edu- Jr'. ; ferent organs and find your way 

cational fun. A magical learning *— 

experience unfolds with Explore how everything "1, 

0 JUST ever y screen, giving young works, trv up to 12 set- V ft* N . LY V 

inte'r ^ SAC ^ players complete control ■YMIHVOT ence experiments and — J I 1 ■*' 

over what they see, play 12 informative 1 

BS l "' r “ ,d, " <1<10 - asasMi 

Pocahontas Screen Savers 218014.$30 Magic School Bus Explores the Solar System 21|394 ... .$39 1 

Lion King Animated Storybook 214721 .36 Encarta’95 213498 . .35 r I 

Aladdin Activity Center 218003 .36 Explorapedia: The World of Nature 213396 .. JP^^35| 


From industry leaders like 
AST, Packard Bell, IBM, 
Compaq and more...Insight 
has the perfect system at 
remarkable saving. And all 
systems come with manufac¬ 
turers’ warranties so expert 
service and support is always 
just a call away. 


, : 't Packard Bell 


COMPAQ. 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE I 
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perience as average, and he’s 
looking forward to buying a new 
system for his office. 

(Top row, left to right) 

Vicky Moy, 24 is a field engineer 
for a technology company. She 
uses a PC at work, and consid¬ 
ers her computer experience to 
be average. 

James LaClair, 36, is a signal in¬ 
spector for a railroad company. 
He uses PCs both at home and 
at work, and says he under¬ 
stands how new users could be 
nervous about buying a PC. 

Kimberly Zimmer, 25, is a water- 
quality examiner. She rates her 
computer skills as average. 

James Ostazewski, 43, is a com¬ 
puter specialist with the Federal 
Aviation Authority. He uses PCs 
both at work and at home. He said 
that a week of using the test PCs 
at home gave him a good sense of 
their strengths and weaknesses. 

(Middle row, left to right) 

Jake Richter, 31, is an informa¬ 
tion-technology director for a com¬ 
munications company. He uses 
PCs both at work and at home, 
and considers his computing ex¬ 
perience to be above-average. 

Homer Sun, 33, is a computer en¬ 
gineer who uses a Mac both at 
home and at work. “I need to 
make a big decision: Do I buy a 
PC, or get a new Mac? I think I 
need both,” he told us after testing. 
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Christine Fong, 27, is a recep¬ 
tionist who has been using com¬ 
puters for 11 years. She has a 
Macintosh at home. 

David Hanulec, 25, is a real-es¬ 
tate salesman who uses PCs 
both at work and at home; his 
current home computer is a high- 
powered 90-MHz Pentium PC. 

(Bottom row, left to right) 

Jim Gonzalez, 29, is an auto 
technician. He uses a 486-based 
PC at home. Instead of buying a 
new system right now, he plans 
to upgrade his computer within 
the next six months. 


Ellen S. Carey, 33, is a reporter 
for a local television station in 
New York. She doesn’t have a 
computer at home, but she 
uses a PC at work; she consid¬ 
ers her computer skills to be 
above-average. 

Douglas Going, 28, is a free¬ 
lance video producer who uses a 
Macintosh in his work. After test¬ 
ing a variety of PCs for our re¬ 
views, he remains a loyal Macin- 


James Sarrantonio, 38, is an ac¬ 
tuary. James rates his computer 
skills as above-average. 
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Inside your new PC a tour under the hood 

Ever wonder what makes a typical desktop PC tick? Take our guided tour of a computer’s major internal 
components and some of the features to consider when you shop. A tower (vertical) PC’s layout differs from 
that of the desktop version pictured here, but the components and capabilities remain the same. 

Whatever kind of computer you buy, it’s always a good idea to look inside first to make sure that one of its 
most important components, the motherboard, is well organized. Make sure no connectors or cables interfere 
with add-in cards plugged into expansion slots, and that there are no memory slots hidden under components 
such as disk drives. Also, check to be sure add-in cards aren’t installed too close to the top of the CPU (central 
processing unit), as that can cause the cards to absorb excess heat and wear out prematurely. 


0 CPU (central processing unit) 

The CPU, or processor, is your computer’s 
brain. The majority of new home PCs run 
on Pentium CPUs at speeds ranging from 
75 MHz to 133 MHz. For most users, a 90- 
MHz Pentium system is a good choice. Ad¬ 
vanced CPUs generate a lot of heat, so a 
fan, or a radiator called a “heat sink," often 
will be attached to the top of the CPU. 

Motherboard 

The motherboard is your computer’s main 
system board; it links all internal compo¬ 
nents with each other. Some new comput¬ 
ers have certain devices—for example, 
hard- and floppy-disk controllers, or graph¬ 
ics chips—built right onto the motherboard. 

Q Graphics card 

The graphics card translates digital in¬ 
structions into screen images. Ideally, your 
new PC will have a 64-bit accelerated 
graphics card for zippier performance. 
Built-in 3-D animation acceleration will 
make the most of animated games, while 
MPEG (Motion Pictures Experts Group) 
hardware support smooths video playback 
in MPEG-encoded CD-ROMs. (Some com¬ 
panies choose to provide a separate card 
for MPEG hardware support, while others 
support MPEG through software.) 

O PCI (Peripheral Component 
Interconnect) local bus slots 

The 32-bit PCI local bus enables direct 
communication between your computer's 
CPU and add-in cards designed to be in¬ 
stalled in PCI local bus slots—typically 


graphics cards and disk-drive controllers. 

It provides much faster performance than 
the older ISA bus; be sure a new computer 
has at least two free PCI local bus slots. 

Q Sound card 

Whether you want to compose music on 
your PC or simply listen to your favorite 
CD-ROM game's soundtrack, you’ll need 
a sound card. Look for a PC that contains 
at least a 16-bit sound card, preferably 
with a wavetable synthesizer chip on¬ 
board. (Sometimes, a single card inte¬ 
grates sound, fax/modem and telephony 
capabilities.) Other key features include 
support for 3-D sound and a joystick port. 

Fax/modem 

A fax/modem connects your computer to 
other computers or fax machines over tele¬ 
phone lines. You can use it to connect to 
on-line services, and even to receive faxes 
directly on your hard drive. The modem 
ideally will communicate at speeds of 
28.8 Kbps (kilobits per second), or, at mini¬ 
mum, 14.4 Kbps. Be sure the fax/modem 
and included software support telephony 
capabilities, which will enable your PC to 
take voicemail messages and more. 

O ISA (Industry Standard Archi¬ 
tecture) bus slots 

The ISA bus is a 16-bit data "highway" that 
the computer’s CPU uses to communicate 
with most types of add-in cards (sound 
cards, internal modems and so on). Most 
PC cards fit in ISA bus slots; be sure your 
new computer has at least two of these 
slots free to accommodate devices you 


may decide to add to your system later. 

Hard drive 

Your computer stores programs and data 
not currently in use on the hard drive. Be 
sure your computer has at least 850 mega¬ 
bytes (MB) of storage, or, better yet, 1 giga¬ 
byte (GB). Both EIDE (Enhanced Integrated 
Drive Electronics) and SCSI (Small Comput¬ 
er Systems Interface) drives deliver excel¬ 
lent performance, but drives that conform to 
the SCSI specification typically cost more. 

Power supply 

Every computer has an internal power sup¬ 
ply that converts the wall outlet’s 115-volt 
alternating current to the computer’s 5-volt 
direct current. The power supply should 
have at least one spare connector to ac¬ 
commodate an additional drive. 

© Floppy disk drive 

Most new PCs include a single, 3.5-inch 
floppy drive. If your old computer had only 
a 5.25-inch floppy drive, you may want to 
add a 5.25-inch drive—they cost as little as 
$30—to your new PC to make it easy to 
transfer data from your old computer to 
your new one. 

O CD-ROM drive 

To play CD-ROM software, you need a 
CD-ROM drive for your PC. Today’s multi- 
media computers typically are sold with 
quad-speed (4X) drives, which means 
they transfer data at 600 Kbps, or four 
times as fast as the original, single-speed 
CD-ROM drives. 
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© RAM (random access memory) 

The computer holds all the programs 
you are currently running, as well as the 
data with which you’re working, in its 
RAM. Consider 8 MB the minimum you 
need; 16 MB is better. For future up¬ 
grades, make sure the motherboard has 
at least four SIMM (single in-line memory 
module) slots. 


0 Battery 

The battery keeps sending power to your 
PC's internal clock when you've switched 
off the computer's main power source. You 
can expect it to last for several years, but it 
probably will need to be replaced at some 
point, so look inside before you buy a sys¬ 
tem to make sure it is both accessible and 
easy to remove. 


0 Drive bays 

On many new computers, you’ll find the 
hard drive mounted in the back, near the 
power supply. This leaves at least one drive 
bay at the front free for easy installation of 
devices such as tape-backup drives. A new 
PC should have at least two half-height (194- 
inch) drive bays available to let you add ad¬ 
ditional hard drives and other peripherals. 
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IBM Aptiva M50 


B+ 

IBM 

Aptiva M50 


Looking for a reli- 
f able home computer 
k with something for 
the whole family? 
Our testers might recommend 
the IBM Aptiva M50, which 
tied for first place with the 
Packard Bell Legend 814CD. 

The Aptiva M50 topped 
their scorecards for overall 
quality (B+), thanks in part to 
strong features such as the 
fastest fax/modem among the 
PCs we tested (28.8-Kbps) 
3-D sound and 30-watt 
speakers, which put the unit 
near the top in sound quality; 
and its unique telephone an¬ 
swering system, which restarts 
the PC if a call comes in after 
you’ve turned the power off, 
takes the message, then shuts 
down again. Our testers also 
gave very high marks to the 
software titles IBM includes 
with the system (A-). 

In our speed tests (see 
page 268), the Aptiva M50’s 
performance generally fell i 
the middle of the pack. We 
had to use an off-the-shelf 
Windows 95 upgrade rather 
than IBM’s optimized version 
(which at press time was ex¬ 
pected to be installed in the 
Aptivas on store shelves by 
December). The PC’s perfor¬ 
mance could improve with a 
version tailored to include 
IBM system drivers. 

The only thing the Aptivs 
M50 testers slammed was the door panel over the CD- 
ROM and floppy drives; they considered it flimsy, ac¬ 
counting in part for the PC’s lowest grade, for design. 
Otherwise, they said, the M50 is an A-l selection. 


GOOD NEWS 

• Strong 
components 
• Features for the 
entire family 


BAD NEWS 

• Drive door 
seems flimsy 



• Packard Bell Legend 814CD 





B+ 

Packard Bell 
Legend 
814CD 


For the second year in a row, a team of con¬ 
sumer judges sent a Packard Bell PC to the 
winner’s circle. The Legend 814CD (also 
called the Multimedia Pentium PI00) shares 
our Tester’s Choice label with the IBM Aptiva M50. 

The Legend 814CD had our testers’ favorite docu¬ 
mentation (A) and design (A-). Although some com¬ 
plained that the cabinet and keyboard didn’t feel solid, 
they loved the color-coded 
plugs for the mouse and mon¬ 
itor. And while the Legend 
814CD’s sound-quality rating 
(B) was among the lowest the 
testers handed out, they liked 
the space-saving, monitor- 
mounted speakers. 

Testers’ perceptions of the 
100-MHz system’s perfor¬ 
mance earned it a top-flight 
grade of A, despite our lab 
tests having found the Leg¬ 
end 814CD’s speed to be un¬ 
exceptional. 

All the testers liked the in¬ 
cluded software, starting with 
the Navigator program, a tour 

8 MB of RAM, dial shows .. its how to 

1.2-GB hard drijH work with the PC. it was a 

good selection of family soft¬ 
ware,” said Kenneth Drucker. 
“There was lots of kids’ stuff, 
a crossword puzzle, an Inter¬ 
net browser and a cooking 
• eMkHT program I liked.” 

The Legend 814CD also 
adds to users’ overall conve¬ 
nience by including a TV-like 
remote-control device that lets 
you control sound or even pre¬ 
sentations from afar. 

Packard Bell may have 
won our Lab tests for two 
consecutive years, but it’s 
computer buyers who will get 
the grand prize—a solid PC 
for their money. 


of RAM, 

I hard drive 
quad-speed 
CD-ROM drive, 
15-inch SVGA 
monitor 


GOOD NEWS 

• Easy to use 
• Good software 


BAD NEWS 

• Second-rate 
keyboard 
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• HP Pavilion P75 

If first impressions really do count, consumers have 
much to look forward to from Hewlett-Packard. Our 
testers rated the HP Pavilion P75—one of the first in 
the company’s new home computer line—just a few 
points behind the co-winners, the IBM Aptiva M50 and 




<S? 

nr 


GOOD NEWS 

• Sleek design 

• Color-coded 

cables 

m 

BAD NEWS 

• Skimpy 
documentation 


Packard Bell Legend 814CD. 

Our testers thought the 
Pavilion P75’s sleek, rounded 
look would fit right in with 
their home decor; its B+ for 
design trailed only the Legend 
814CD. The unit led the pack 
in both overall value (A-) and 
out-of-box experience (A). 
And like the Packard Bell ma¬ 
chine, the Pavilion P75 has 
color-coded cables to guide 
you when plugging in devices. 

HP also includes an exclu¬ 
sive software interface called 
“Personal Page,” which lets 
each user set up his or her 
own “view” of the PC and use 
that to get around. “This is a 
slick setup,” said Jake Richter. 
The testers also were pleased 
with the system’s selection of 
family-oriented software. 

Though testers had no 
quibbles with performance, 
our lab tests found this 75- 
MHz PC near the bottom; but 
that’s not too surprising, since 
faster processors run most of 
the other systems in our group. 

John White, a computing 
professor who had purchased 
a PC prior to our tests, only 
regretted he didn’t have time 
to get to know the Pavilion 
P75 even better: “This is a 
phenomenal bargain; I wish I 
had bought it.” 


• Gateway P5-100 



B+ 

Gateway 

P5-100 


The Gateway P5-100’s over¬ 
all grade of B+ put it just 
below the top three general 
multimedia machines. While 
it has several technical vir¬ 
tues, testers had some prob¬ 
lems with two big issues for 
home users: documentation 
and software selection. 

Our testers tapped the PS- 
100 as the easiest PC to set up 
(A), and the system with the 
best sound quality (A-). It did 
very well in performance tests 
in our lab, too, registering as 
one of the fastest contenders. 

But after the straightfor¬ 
ward setup, testers had to 
struggle a bit to learn about 
the machine’s features and 
figure out how to use them; 
they particularly disliked hav¬ 
ing to flip around in separate 
manuals to familiarize them¬ 
selves with the system’s vari¬ 
ous parts. Although they liked 
the quality of the documenta¬ 
tion (B+), they felt it would 
be more helpful in a single, 
cross-referenced volume. 

Testers also found the en¬ 
tertainment-software selection 
lacking. “I thought it would 
have more games and stuff,” 
stud James LaClair. And they 
turned up their noses at Bob, 
Microsoft’s “social interface,” 
which uses a cartoon-like 
home metaphor to navigate 
you around the PC. 

“The Gateway PC is a great value,” Vicky Moy 
said, “but the company should remember that soft¬ 
ware is important, too.” 


8 MB of RAM 
r30-MB hard drive 
quad-speed 
CD-ROM drive, 
15-inch SVGA 
monitor 


nr 

GOOD NEWS 

• Great sound 
• Easy to set up 


BAD NEWS 

• Little entertain¬ 
ment software 
• Documentation is 
poorly organized 
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• Macintosh Performa 5215CD 


• Compaq Presario 7170 


B 

Macintosh 

Performa 

5215CD 


Highest grade 

A 

Lowest grade 
C+ 

Specs 


<S> 

V 

GOOD NEWS 

• Easy to set up 
• Operating 
system is a 
breeze to use 

m 

BAD NEWS 

• Difficult 
to upgrade 
• Poor sound 


Coming in fourth of nine gen¬ 
eral multimedia computers 
tested wasn’t a bad showing 
for the Performa 5215CD, 
but it’s a bit of a slip for the 
Macintosh line from last year, 
when the Performa 578 fin¬ 
ished in second place. 

The Performa 5215CD 
had generally respectable 
grades, and tied with the 
Epson Action Tower 8200MM 
for the top grade in monitor 
quality (A). But its low scores 
for sound quality (C+) and 
performance (B-) hurt its 
overall grade considerably. 

The Performa is an all-in- 
one machine, which means the 
monitor, speakers and cabinet 
are combined. This design can 
be a double-edged sword: The 
system is extremely easy to put 
together, but it’s either diffi¬ 
cult or impossible to upgrade 
individual components. “The 
fact that the screen is attached 
to the computer bothers me a 
lot,” said Joseph DelBroccolo. 
“I love Macs, but not this par¬ 
ticular model.” 

Testers liked using the 
Macintosh operating system, 
System 7.5. (A separate panel 
that judged operating systems 
in HomePCs November issue 
picked System 7.5 second to 
top-scoring Windows 95 in 
their tests.) Even though sev¬ 
eral people said they didn’t 
like this particular model, 
many told us that System 7.5 
alone would make a different 
Macintosh model a welcome 
addition to their homes. 



Compaq has sold a lot of Presarios to PC shoppers in 
the two years since the line hit the streets. Our testers 
were neither swept off their feet nor overly disap¬ 
pointed by the new Presario 7170; they gave it solid 
B’s in nearly every category—it just didn’t stand out 
in any particular area. 

For starters, testers didn’t care much for the Pre- 



Compaq 
Presario TITO 

Highest grade 


840-MB hard drive, 
quad-speed CD- 
ROM drive, 14-inch 
SVGA monitor 


& 

GOOD NEWS 

• Presario Plaza 
interface makes 

system easy to use 

• High reliability 

* 

BAD NEWS 

• Small monitor 


sario 7170’s 14-inch monitor, 
which was too small for their 
comfort; it received its lowest 
grade for monitor quality. 
And while its B score for 
sound quality was higher 
than that of some of its rivals, 
testers told us that the speak¬ 
ers did not sound as good as 
they would have hoped. 

System performance was 
only fair to middling: Testers 
gave the machine a B (and 
one of the lowest point to¬ 
tals) in that category. Our 
speed tests in the lab con¬ 
firmed that this 90-MHz 
computer typically fell 
among the slower PCs. An¬ 
other 90-MHz machine, the 
Quantex P5/90, ran faster. 

On the plus side, Compaq 
consistently shows it under¬ 
stands its customers’ needs; 
for example, it provides Pre¬ 
sario Plaza, an interface that 
gives users an alternative 
way to work with their com¬ 
puter; that feature won big 
raves from our testers. 

They also liked the Presario 
7170’s included software. “I 
would buy this system,” said 
Kim Zimmer. "It’s a nice size, 
and it has a well-rounded 
software selection. It seems 
like a good deal.” 
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• Epson Action Tower 8200MM 



Epson 

A cl ion Tower 
8200MM 


The overall grade points racked up by the Epson Ac¬ 
tion Tower 8200MM placed it sixth in the field of nine 
general multimedia computers our testers compared. 
Its overall B rating follows close on the heels of the 
Presario 7170; with the only 
17-inch display in the group, 
it’s no surprise the Epson 
took one of the top grades (an 
A, tying with the Performa 
5215CD) for monitor quality. 

Testers had a generally fa¬ 
vorable impression of the Ac¬ 
tion Tower 8200MM’s perfor¬ 
mance (B+). In our speed 
tests, it performed comparably 
to the 75-MHz general multi- 
media system from Hewlett- 
Packard. But the PC took a 
hit on support issues: Its limit¬ 
ed documentation scored 
poorly (B), and although we 
didn’t grade the category, 
testers complained about hot¬ 
line support. “I tried calling, 
but it was impossible to get 
through,” said Vicky Moy. 

By and large, testers liked 
the included software. The sys¬ 
tem scored a relatively low B, 
however, due to one tester’s 
very harsh grade, which 
brought the average down. 

Our testers appreciated the 
tower’s roomy interior, which 
holds seven drive bays for ad¬ 
ditional devices, but several 
disliked the toll that takes on 
the system’s overall look. “I 
don’t like the tower con¬ 
cept.... It’s cumbersome,” 
said Joseph DelBroccolo. In 
terms of home decor, the 
Epson just didn’t stand tall. 


GOOD NEWS 

• Large, easy-to- 
view monitor 

• Easy to expand 


BAD NEWS 

• Clunky tower 
design 


• Midwest Micro Elite 

While the Midwest Micro 
Elite’s overall B grade is cer¬ 
tainly nothing to sneeze at, 
the 100-MHz system fell 
closer to the bottom of the 
general multimedia comput¬ 
er group than the top for our 
testers—despite its blazing 
performance. 

The Elite finished in first 
place in nearly all our lab 
tests for performance, yet it 
took no top grades in any 
category our testers rated. 
Still, tbe group had some 
good things to say about the 
machine. They found it re¬ 
liable and powerful, and 
they applauded the five 
available drive bays for add¬ 
in components like an addi¬ 
tional hard drive or a tape- 
backup device. 

“Overall, this is a solid 
computer,” summed up Trent 
Schneider. 

What bothered testers 
most was the system’s dearth 
of documentation; the Elite 
shared the lowest grade in 
that category (B-) with the 
Quantex P5/90. 

And although the testers 
gave the Elite a B+ for its 
software selection, overall 
they found the titles general¬ 
ly more appropriate for busi¬ 
ness users than for the gen¬ 
eral consumer. 

Finally, while other com¬ 
puter models in our tests 
carried higher list prices, several of the testers felt 
they simply didn’t see enough “special touches” to 
justify paying $2,349 for the Elite. 




B 

Midwest 
Micro Elite 

PHI 

Highest grade 



Lowest grade 
B- 

Specs 


GOOD NEWS 

• Solid, reliable 
machine 

• Easy to 
expand 

* 

BAD NEWS 

• High price 

• Skimpy 
documentation 
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CorelDRAW! ^ 

• The ideal entry-level graphics package 

• Includes precision type control, superb drawing 
power and amazing special effects 

• Over 14,000 clipart images and symbols and 
250 fonts 

This award-winning software is 
celebrated worldwide for its ease 
of use, incredible value and 
outstanding features! 

$65°[ u 




We ship RsdEx standard overnight shipping 

1 - 800 - 535-1516 


Call 24-hours a day 
Or order via Internet! 

INF0@INSIGHTD.COM 


,.om( e. 

C&ftpazimi 


• Powerful applications: business graphics, 
Personal Information Manager, an Internet 
Web Browser and fax software 

• Electronic encyclopedia, dictionary, 
contemporary quotations, plus business, 
general and sports almanacs 

•Over 15,000 clipart images, 500 fonts, 
200 photos and 75 sound clips 
Incredible power and value all 
on one convenient CD-ROM! 


£corel 
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The AT&T Global- 
j yst-363 is going out 
a blaze of glory: 
It took the top grade 
in the home-office category— 
and then became a casualty of 
the second breakup of AT&T. 
In September, the company 
announced that it’s getting out 
of the computer business. 

For some, that will be rea¬ 
son enough not to buy this 
excellent machine, but others 
will see a chance to get a fine 
PC at what is sure to become 
a bargain price. (AT&T will 
stop shipping PCs on Dec. 22, 
but you should be able to find 
the unit on store shelves into 
the new year.) 

One obvious hedge about 
choosing this PC is concern 
over getting technical support 
in the future. AT&T has 
pledged to continue its lifetime 
support policy for the system. 

If you decide to make what 
might be considered a risky 
purchase, let it be some con¬ 
solation that this system got 
higher home-office grades in 
most categories than the AST 
Advantage PI00. While far 
from a muscle machine, in 
most tests it matched or came 
close to the performance of 
other 75-MHz PCs. 

“It’s a very professional¬ 
looking computer, and it ran 
nicely, too,” said Richard Mottl. If you’re a risk-taker, 
then you’ll probably like the Globalyst-363; if you can 
get the support you need, you may be laughing all the 
way to the hank when the fire sale begins. 


1-GB hard drive, 
quad-speed 
CD-ROM drive, 
15-inch SVGA 
monitor 


GOOD NEWS 

• Powerful features 
• Easy to set up 
and use 


BAD NEWS 

• AT&T has stopped 
making PCs 


• Quantex P5/90 


• AT&T Globalyst-363 


B 

Quantex 

P5/90 


Our testers found the Quantex 
P5/90 oversized and unat¬ 
tractive; in their eyes, it had 
very little to distinguish itself 
from the competition—at 
least in a positive sense. “This 
had the widest tower—hu- 
mongous—that I have ever 
seen,” said Tiffany Hanulec. 

But even though it finished 
last in the general multimedia 
category, the system had some 
strong points. Although testers 
complained about the size, it 
makes the unit extremely ex¬ 
pandable—the P5/90 has a 
cavernous capacity of 11 drive 
bays for hard drives, CD-ROM 
drives or tape-backup devices. 
It also scored extremely well 
in our speed tests. 

The Quantex PC earned ii 
highest grade for ease of setup 
(B+), but all the other systems 
we tested scored better. It also 
finished last in out-of-box ex¬ 
perience (B), and its docu¬ 
mentation grade (B-) tied for 
last place with the Midwest 
Micro Elite. Many testers 
complained that the system 
simply didn’t provide enough 
information to help them get 
it up and running quickly. 

The testers were also quite 
unimpressed with the soft¬ 
ware selection, again the low¬ 
est in the category (B-). 

Despite the computer’s 
last-place rating and the fail¬ 
ings our testers cited, they decided the P5/90 is a full- 
function PC that would meet their family’s needs; 
they just seemed to think there were many other sys¬ 
tems that would do a lot better. 


GOOD NEWS 

• Powerful and fast 
• Easy to expand 


BAD NEWS 

• Limited software 
selection 
• Big chassis 

































You’ve seen the movie... 
Now play it! 


Immerse yourself in the electrifying force of 
the hit feature film “Top Gun”! In Top Gun: 
Fire at Will, YOU are Maverick. 

The action explodes at the Top Gun School 
and sweeps you into the heat of global 
crisis. Live-action video creates the 
adventure of your life in this 
challenging, fast-moving 
flying game! 

• Select Instant Action or lead 
over 40 missions 

• Dogfight solo, modem 
or network 



Choose from multiple 
skill levels 




Spectrum 
HoloByte 


J! 
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See Us In 
CYBERSPACE! 



Windows Magazine 
is now Online! • 


• Read in-depth reviews 

• Search archives for 
specific information 

• Share your opinions 

and comments 
with editors 

PLUS 

Wintune, Shareware 
and lots more! 

KEYWORD: WINMAG. 

To Sign On, contact 
America Online at 

1.800.827.6364 
ext. 4011 



• AST Advantage PI00 



While the AST Advantage 
P 100’s overall grade lagged 
slightly behind that of the 
AT&T Globalyst-363, it beat 
out the AT&T unit on its soft¬ 
ware selection (A-) and its 
overall value (B). 

It didn’t do as well in the 
design (B) and overall quality 
(B+) ratings. Testers were 
concerned about wires inside 
the PC that were either en¬ 
tangled or stretched across 
other components in a seem¬ 
ingly haphazard way. That 
can be an accident waiting to 
happen—a cable that’s not 
carefully pinned down or 
tucked out of the way could 
get damaged. In addition, 
“the keyboard and mouse had 
this very light, flimsy feel,” 
said Bertrand Emmett. “The 
AT&T machines seemed to be 
of an overall better quality.” 

This 100-MHz model was 
an adequate performer, yet its 
speed in our lab tests actually 
failed to measure up to com¬ 
puters such as the Quantex 
P5/90, despite the latter’s 
slower processor. 

Even so, many testers liked 
the Advantage P100. "It 
seemed friendly to use,” said 
James Sarrantonio. The unit 
includes AST Works II, a 
desktop navigator that makes 
it easy to use. 

Overall, our testers found 
the system to be not too far 
out of the AT&T Globalyst- 
363’s league: if AT&T’s imminent departure from 
the computer business worries you, the Advantage 
P100 would be a solid—and possibly safer—choice 
for a home-office PC. • 


ntium, 
16 MB of RAM, 
1-GB hard drive, 
quad-speed 
CD-ROM drive, 
15-inch SVGA 
monitor 


GOOD NEWS 

• Easy-to-use 
interface 


* 


BAD NEWS 

• Internal compo¬ 
nents are poorly 

organized 

• Flimsy keyboard 

and mouse 



























Take us shopping with you! 













































































































































All your answers 
are in this box. 


Ask yourself one question. 

Are you getting everything 
you need out of your com¬ 
puter? If the answer is no, you 
are not alone. Most people get 
by with a few basic commands 
and a lot of mistakes. Most 
people don't have the time or the 
energy to read manuals or take 
classes. Many people give up trying 
to use their computers in new and 
exciting ways. CompuWhiz users are 
different. CompuWhiz videotapes will 
show you how to operate the most 
popular software programs in just a few 
hours. Our videotapes were created by soft¬ 
ware training experts with recommendations 
from users like yourself. And the quick 
reference guide gives you the ability to watch 
only the parts you need. For only $99.95 
CompuWhiz includes four instructional 
videos covering Windows, Excel, 
WordPerfect, and Quicken. 


After watching the 
CompuWhiz videotapes 
you will be able to 
quickly and easily 
create professional 
letters, graphics, 
spreadsheets, per¬ 
sonal finance calcu¬ 
lations, and more. 
CompuWhiz has already helped 
tens of thousands of satisfied customers, 
including business executives, housewives, 
students, and engineers. CompuWhiz has 
been featured on over fifty television net¬ 
works in the United States and Canada. And 
CompuWhiz is risk-free, because your 
satisfaction is guaranteed. Use the fast and 
simple approach to learning computers. 
CompuWhiz Instructional Videotape Learn¬ 
ing System. 


Basic 


the makers of 


COMPU 


As Seen 
On TV 


Computer Learning Videos 


LEARNiNq Coup. 

Call 1-800-691-3382 

mezmm " SiCAN “ A 


Basic Learning, Corp., 3507 Tully Road, Modesto, CA 95356 USA. Fax: 209-869-1687. CompuWhiz is a registered trademark of Basic Learning Corp. 
Other brands and product names are trademarks and registered trademarks of their respective owners. 
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SOMETHING THAT DOESN'T GROW ON TREES... 




Multimedia games that 
kids all about money! 

Fun and funds go hand in hand when you put your 
money where your mouse is! With Money Town your 
child will learn it all, from basic money math and simple 
money management to coin recognition, making change 
and more. Five engaging multimedia activities are filled 
with music, animation, interactive fun and laughter. 
Money Town is guaranteed to give your kids a foundation 
in finances they and you will value forever! 


For Windows 95 and Windows 3.1 

Windows" is a trademark o( Microsoft Corporation. 


Developed in a partnership devoted to multimedia excellence 
and published jointly by Davidson & Associates, Inc. and 
Simon & Schuster the publishing operation o( Viacom, Inc. 




























For Windows 95 and Windows 3.1 

Windows" is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation. 


FREE Demo CD-ROM 

To order a FREE Windows demo CD-ROM of these titles, call: 

1 - 800 - 554-9838 ext. 312 

Hurry! Offer good only while supplies last. 

Available at leading software stores everywhere, including Comp USA, Computer City, 
Egghead, Elek-Tek, Electronics Boutique, Micro Center, 

Noodle Kidoodle, and Zany Brainy. 


top 


"A told B, 
and B told C, 

I'll meet you at the 
of the coconut tree." 


The best-selling "rhyming alphabet book" that made letter learning 
a joy for a whole generation is now a multimedia experience today's 
kids will love even more. Sing-along songs, interactive stories, rhyming 
games, videos and the "Multimedia Players" provide your child with 
endless hours of captivating learning play. 

Also includes a copy of the Chicka Chicka ABC Book written by 
Bill Martin Jr, John Archambault, and illustrated by Lois Ehlert! 
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Mom 
Wants It 
Affordable. 


Dad 
Wants It 
Reliable. 



She always wants the most features 
for the money. Like autoscan 
capability, precise on-screen display, 
and energy-saving, built-in power 
management. Now and for years 
to come. Because lasting value 
isn’t an add-on; it’s built in. 


Daytime, nighttime, overtime. From 
an early morning check of the market 
through afternoon homework to a 
late night budget report, Magnavox 
is on. With a 3-year warranty to 
back it up, the 15" Magnavox CM4015 
(14.33" viewable image size) color 
monitor runs and runs and runs. 



No One Puts More 





















Junior 

Wants It Ready 
for Action. 



Magnavox is loaded with technology 
for today and tomorrow. Enjoy a 
resolution of 1024 x 768 at 75 Hz 
refresh rate and a 0.28mm dot pitch 
for awesome color and realism. 

No matter what challenge lies 
ahead, Magnavox is always ready. 


In A Monitor. 


©1995 Philips Consumer Electronics Company. 

A Division of Philips Electronics North American ( 

CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 59 



MAGNAVOX 

Smart.Very smart. 


Get What You 
Want With 
Magnavox. 


Every member of the family will enjoy the 
full range of smart features on a Magnavox 
monitor. In screen sizes of 14, 15, 17, 20 and 
21 inches (12.86", 14.33", 16.22", 19.5" and 
19.96" viewable image sizes respectively) - 
there’s one available to meet your needs. Each 
crafted for outstanding reliability from one 
of the world’s largest monitor manufacturers. 
And backed by a 3-year warranty*. When you 
see what we’ve put into them, Magnavox 
monitors are a very smart buy. To get what 
you’ve always wanted, visit your retailer or 

can 1-800-835-3506 






EXPAND HIS MINDL 


New MovieBooks™ Entertain - While They Educate. 


All children fall in love with family movies and storybooks. 

And children who use computers fall in love with fun activities 
on CD-ROM. 


Now Sound Source Interactive combines the best of all three in 
one captivating learning tool. Read, click, explore, imagine, laugh 
and learn - that’s what Interactive Moviel3o6ks™are all about. 


Just pop in one of our new CD’s and your little adventurer begins 
exploring a 3-D environment complete with a 50-page storybook, 
video footage from the movie, animations, quizzes, puzzles, games, 
music and sound effects. No other interactive reading product 
brings the stories so vividly to life! 


MovieBooks are ideal for children 4 and up. Look for the complete MovieBook library 
wherever innovative computer products are sold, or call 1 - 000 - 577 - 4770 . 


I /4«loim 


SOUND SOURCE INTERACTIVE • 2985 E. Hillerest Dr. Suite A, Westlake Village, CA 91362 • 600-677-4776 

Distributed Exclusively by Acclaim Distribution, Inc., One Acclaim Plaza, Glen Cove, NY 11542 

s: (800) 877-4778 • Information: (805) 494-9996 • Fax: (805) 495-0016 • 

" ~ ' * CompuServe: 75361.1"“ * , , “" 

© 1995 DC Comics. Free Willy 2: The Ad 
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t duje t: making music 


STEP TIPS 

with your PC 


o 


MIDI keyboards are pack¬ 
aged with a cable that has 
either one or two circular 
connectors at one end, and 
a rectangular, 15-pin con¬ 
nector at the other. Plug the 
rectangular end into the 
joystick/MIDI port on your 
sound card at the back of 
your PC. (It’s easy to recog¬ 
nize; it’s the only port that 
can accommodate 15 pins.) 


Before you begin, be sure... 

• Your PC is equipped with audio- 
editing software. 

• Your PC has a sound card with a 
15-pin joystick/MIDI port. 

• Your keyboard is a MIDI device. 




f u I t o n 


You may already think of your home computer as an enter¬ 
tainment center, but did you know that with a little fine- 
tuning, you can use it to write, play and record music? 

Whether you want to get funky or practice your 
Chopin , an audio-editing software program and a musi¬ 
cal keyboard that supports the Musical Instrument Digi¬ 
tal Interface (MIDI) standard are all you need to turn 
your PC into a recording studio. 

A MIDI keyboard doesn V send out audio signals the 
way. say, a guitar plugged into an amplifier does; 
rather, it produces computer code, which the audio¬ 
editing software translates into sounds you can hear 
through your computers speakers or “loop ” to the MIDI 
device for playback. 

To perform this upgrade, you ’ll need Windows 3.1 or 
Windows 95 and an audio-editing program—anything 
from the basic one many manufacturers preinstall on 
home computers to versatile dedicated packages, such as 
Cakewalk Home Studio, which may cost $100 or more. 

The way you’ll record and edit your sound files will 
depend on the software you choose, but if you follow the 
steps beginning at the left, you won V need a roadie — 
everything should be set up within an hour, and you 'll be 
calm, cool and composing. 
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nuts + bolts 



O If you want to play games as well 
as music at your PC without 
switching cables constantly, check 
to see if your MIDI cable has a sep¬ 
arate plug you can use to attach a 
joystick (see above). If you don’t 
see a separate joystick connector, 
you can buy an adapter/cable 
combo for less than $20. 



O Plug the circular end of the MIDI 
cable into your musical keyboard. If 
the cable has two circular connec¬ 
tors, push the one marked Out into 
the In port on your MIDI keyboard, 
and plug the connector labeled In 
into the port marked Out. This cre¬ 
ates a “loop” between your comput¬ 
er and the MIDI device, so you can 
generate or play back sounds from 
either device. 



O Plug one end of your keyboard’s 
AC power adapter into the key¬ 
board, then plug the other end 
into a surge suppressor. 






Q Start your computer, launch Win¬ 
dows 3.1 or Windows 95, and open 
the Control Panel. If you’re using 
Windows 3.1, double-click on the 
MIDI Mapper icon (see the upper 
screen above). In Windows 95, 
click on the Multimedia icon (see 
the lower screen), then click the 
MIDI tab. 









302 HOMEPC December 1995 










































We're used to thinking 
in categories. Creative or 
down-to-earth. Techies 
or freaks. Well... right brain, 
get ready to meet the 
left brain. 

Because from now on, there 
are no more "creative" and "non-creative" 
types—just the people who use Midisoft 7 ' 
music software and the people who don't. 
Once you start exploring the 


STUDIO 


MUSIC fhENTCR 


MIDI 


world of music with Music Mentor™ 2.0, 
scoring and recording your own 
compositions with Midisoft Studio™ 4.0, 
connecting to the world of MIDI instruments 
with MIDI Kit 2.0, or learning how to tickle 


the keys with Play Piano™, 
who knows where your muse 
might take you? Imagine, 
music-making software 
for Windows® 3.1 and 
Windows® 95 so easy even a 
banker can use it. It's downright revolution¬ 
ary. So let music tools from Midisoft expand 
your consciousness. 

It's fun, it's easy, it's inexpensive, and you 
don't even have to inhale! 


fl iMm n Free Music Sampler* $20 Value. 

L Diskette contains 30 MIDI songs in a variety of music styles. 
flHpf To request yours, or for additional information call l-8oo-776-6434> 

*0nly $3.95 shipping and handling. Offer Expires 1/31/96. 

P.O.Box 1000 Bellevue,WA 98009 USA »Tel:206-391-3610 * Fax:206-391-3422 t E-mail:salesinfo@midisoft.com r URL: http://www.midisoft.co 













Great Gifts! 




’Tisthe Season to Deck the Screens with Bugs, Capt. Picard and Flying Toasters. 


Gift giving is easy with Berkeley Systems. And with this incredible holiday 
offer, there are free gifts, too. Because now every specially marked package 
includes something special for someone special - and it could be you. 

Is there a Looney Tunes™ fan on your shopping list? The Looney Tunes 
Screen Saver features all your favorite Looney Tunes characters in 
screen-saving animated displays. It’s cartoons for your computer! 
Shopping for a TMkie? Protect their screen with the most famous crew of 
die 24-th century with STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION™ Screen 
Saver. Or, choose the Complete After Dark® Screen Saver Collection, with 


over 80 all-time iavorite screen-saving displays, from Flying Tbasters to Fish! 
Screen Savers are a lot more than fun. They protect your computer screen 
from phosphor bum-in, provide password protection, and they save money 
and energy with the EcoLogic™ Rawer Management feature. 

Would someone on your list like a game? Get them 
Triazzle®, the world’s first Living Puzzle™ Triazzle 
features creatures and habitats from the world’s 
rain forests. The game literally comes to life as 
you solve it! 



After Dark, Living Puzzles and the Berkeley Systems logo are registered trademarks, Flying Toasters and EcoLogic are tradema 
© 1995. TM and © 1995 Paramount Pictures. All rights reserved. STAR TREK and STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION a 




















Free Gifts! 


Triazzle includes a Junior option for children, and educational 
information about the rain forest. Award-winning Triazzle is tun 
for the entire family. 

And, there’s one more holiday treat. Save $10 when you buy 
two Berkeley Systems products. Shop early, because supplies 
are limited. 

Visit your local software retailer, or call 

1 - 800 - 344-5541 ext. 721 

Visit our web site at httpy/www.berksys.com 
Available for 

WMIOWS®95/WINDOWS®3. 
and MACINTOSH® 


BERKELEY 


IQQO 


When You Buy 2 ^ 
Berkeley Systems 
Products! 

made on or before Jan. 31, 1996. 














nuts + bolts 



Q In either Windows 3.1 or Windows 
95, you’ll see a window that tells 
your sound card how to process 
the audio signals you play. (The 
top screen above shows Windows 
3.1; the bottom screen is from Win¬ 
dows 95.) 

In general, selecting a MIDI de¬ 
vice means the music you play will 
be heard through the keyboard, 
while selecting an FM device (your 
sound card) means you’ll hear the 
audio through your computer’s 
speakers. Some sound cards let 
you hear MIDI and FM devices si¬ 
multaneously. The specific setting 
you need depends on your sound 
card; consult the card’s documen¬ 
tation for instructions. 

Once you’ve made your selec¬ 
tion, save your settings and exit the 
Control Panel. If you’ve changed 
any settings, restart Windows. 


Cakewalk Home Studio [^j A j 




Cakewalk README.WRI 
Home Studio 

5 


Q Launch your audio-editing software 
(we used Cakewalk Home Studio). 
If it has its own mapping scheme 
(which stipulates how sounds will 
be processed and played back), 
check the documentation to make 
sure you pick the right settings. If 
it doesn’t have a mapping scheme, 
the information you provided in 
Step 6 will be sufficient. 


o 



Switch on your MIDI keyboard’s 
power. Some MIDI devices can 
process MIDI signals “locally” 
(without going through a PC). If 
yours does, make sure this feature 
is turned off. (Check your MIDI key¬ 
board’s documentation for instruc¬ 
tions.) Your computer is now set up 
to process MIDI signals; when your 
PC’s power is turned off, you won’t 
hear any sounds from the keyboard. 
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Introducing The 
New Infopedia 2.0 


Trust us when we announce 
there’s now a more comprehen¬ 
sive CD-ROM reference library 
available for the money. It’s 
Infopedia 2.0. And advertising 
cliche though it may be, it is new 
and remarkably improved. 

For starters, it contains the 
most up-to-date information from eight essential reference 
works, including the 29-volume Funk & Wagnalls New 
Encyclopedia with Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary, Webster’s 
New Biographical Dictionary, 

The World Almanac & Book 
of Facts, Merriam-Webster's * I 
Dictionary of Quotations, ® I 
Roget’s 21st Century Thesauru^Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary 
of English Usage, and The Hammond World Atlas. In total, 
you’ll find more than 200,000 entries brought to life with video 
clips, animations, morphing maps and audio files. 

Infopedia 2.0 also has several useful features you won't 

• encounter anywhere else, no 

• matter how much you spend. 

• Like Bookview, which gives 

• you the option of leafing 
through each reference work individually, page by colorful page. 
The Instaviewjoolbar allows you to alternate between books 
as easily as if they were on your bookshelf. Or employ the 
Report Generator and automatically print a customized 
paginated report from up tc 
300 articles, complete with * I 
table of contents. 

So pick u|f your copy at * J 
your local re^iler or call (800) 472-8777. Because the only 
thing that cpuld be a better value than* Infopedia is 
...well, Infopedia. Honest 























Q Your hookups are now complete. If 
you don’t hear any sound when you 
play the keyboard, make sure that 
both your MIDI keyboard and com¬ 
puter speakers are turned on. 
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o Most Windows sound-editing soft¬ 
ware allows you to record any 
music you play. Open the File pull¬ 
down menu in your audio-editing 
program, then click on New to 
open a new audio file. Follow your 
program’s instructions, and your 
PC will be instrumental in shaping 
your future musical projects. • 



Shop for CDs without the 
inconvenience of 
getting dressed first. 


Who would've ever thought 
you could preview and 
purchase all the latest music 
from the comfort of your 
own skivvies? As a MusicNet 
subscriber, you'll receive a 
CD-ROM every 3 months 
crammed with over 600 
tracks from more than 200 
of the latest indie and major 
label releases selected by our 
editors. Including alternative, 
urban, jazz, rock, country, 


blues, whatever your plea 
sure. Plus, video clips, arti 
profiles and Rolling Stone® 
reviews. You can also buy I 
any CD you want, delivers 
within 2 days. (But there'® 
no obligation.) MusicNet a 
works with both Mac and 
Windows. To subscribe, jus 
pick up the phone and giy 
us a call j 

(clothing 

optional). MusicNeT. 


I 




Subscribe now and get your first issue FREE. 


: READER SERVICE NUMBER 70 


Call 1-800-MUSICNET. 











































TODAY'S PERFECT LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 



lose the complete sente 


Adi's Comprehensive Learning System was designed by educators. Packed on two CDs. each title 
has over 2000 curriculum-based questions, creativity tools, and interactive games that support 
the academic skills your 2nd-5th grade child needs to succeed in English. Math, and Science. 

Ask your software dealer for the 6 titles in Adi's Comprehensive Learning System today, or call 1-800-757-7707 to order direct. 
For more information, browse our web site at http://www.sierra.com. 


S I E R R A’ 
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e /995 Sierra On-Line, Ik. ® and/or TM designate trademarks of, or licensed to Sierra On-Une, Inc. All rights reserved 

























PhotoPad. The easy way to get 
photos into your PC 


Now you can brighten all your home and business PC documents with color pictures. Build a family 
photo library. Jazz up newsletters. Make proposals more impactful. With Polaroid’s PhotoPad it’s 
easy, quick and affordable. Polaroid has combined its advanced image science with easy-to-use soft¬ 
ware. The result is PhotoPad. The affordable scanner that puts excitement into your PC documents in 
less than a minute. Other affordable scanners don’t offer you much. PhotoPad, on the other hand, lets 
you scan up to 400 DPI, brighten photos, adjust light/dark levels, crop the image area and more. 
From Polaroid Corp. 

Polaroid and Polaroid PhotoPad are trademarks of Polaroid Corporation. 



Polaroid 


For more information or 
the dealer nearest you call 
1-800-662-8337, ext. 571. 
Or visit us on the Internet 
at http://www.polaroid.com. 
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CorelDRAW/ 


Softmarf 1 - 800 - 328 - 13 ! 9 


The Award Winning 
Graphics and Publishing Team! 


Ideal Entry-Level Graphics 

CorelDRAW 3 is so easy to use! With 
precision type control, amazing special effects and 
powerful illustration tools, CorelDRAW 3 is the ideal 
entry-level graphics package. CorelDRAW 3 includes 
CorelCHART, Corel PHOTO-PAINT, CorelSHOW, 
CorelTRACE and Corel MOSAIC. 


Complete Graphics & Publishing Solution 

CorelDRAW 5 combines the graphics power of 
CorelDRAW and the advanced publishing capabilities of 
Corel VENTURA 5 within an integrated user interface. 
CorelDRAW 5 has all the modules of CorelDRAW 4 plus a 
revolutionary color management system, major gains in 
speed and performance, and hundreds of improvements. 


• 825 Fonts • 22,000 Clipart 

Images it Symbols 


• 250 Fonts • 14,000 Clipart 

Images ft Symbols 


Powerhouse Graphics 

CorelDRAW 4 is the complete graphics solution. With 
all the power and modules of CorelDRAW 3, CorelDRAW 4 
also includes dozens of new artistic and technical 
enhancements, an object-oriented animation module, OCR 
capabilities and multi-page layout. 


• 750 Fonts • 18,000 Clipart 

Images It Symbols 








Yamaha sounds 
best, whether 
you play here... 




or here. 




On stage or on CD, Yamaha instruments set the standard for the best 
sound quality. Now the Yamaha WaveForce™ DB50XG puts all that 
sound on a daughter board that snaps right on to 
your existing WaveBlaster™ connector-equipped 
soundcard. It doesn’t require any new software or 
messing with switches. The DB50XG instantly 
and dramatically improves the sound of your 
games, music and multimedia presentations. 

The DB50XG uses exclusive Yamaha Advanced Wave 
Memory (AWM™) technology so you’re hearing actual sounds 
digitally stored onto 4MB of wave-ROM (that’s four times the 
amount most other cards use). More wave-ROM means more variety 
and better sound quality. And these sounds are identical to the ones i 
Yamaha puts in our highly acclaimed professional keyboards; the 
best sounds in the industry. 

GENERAL It’s not just the sounds, but the superior control of 

mini them that sets the DB50XG apart. The new XG format \ 
| takes control far beyond General MIDI (GM). And with j 
** I major game developers implementing XG, you won’t ] 
want to be stuck with a card that doesn’t keep up with the times. j 

The DB50XG will play all of your favorite GM compatible 
software. And with its superior sounds, it will play them better 
than you’ve ever heard before. 

It’s amazing what a simple upgrade ■ 

Waveforce DB50XG sounds so good, you’ll 
need to check your CD-ROM drive to 
make sure you’re not playing an audio 
CD. But first you’ll have to check with 
your favorite computer reseller. 


n do. The Yamaha 


YAMAHA 



How Computers Should Sound 


IVICAE1 


micro cErra 


To receive product literature, call (800) 823-6414 Ext 106. © 1995 Yamaha Corporation of America, 
Computer Related Products, 6600 Orangethorpe Avenue, Buena Park, CA 90620. All rights reserved. 
Yamaha, WaveForce, AWM and the Yamaha logo are trademarks of Yamaha Corporation or' 
WaveBlaster is a trademark of Creative tabs. circl 
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After spending the day teaching 
high-school students how to prove 
theorems and calculate cosines, 
46-year-old New York City math 
teacher Jeff Shermack heads off to 


working on his 1995 return; once 
he has a rough idea of what he’ll 
owe for the whole year, he opens 
TurboTax Head Start’s estimated- 
tax worksheet to experiment with 
estimated payment amounts. His 
goal is to pay as little as possible in 
January without incurring a penal¬ 
ty later. This way, he can leave 


Tax and TurboTax (called Macln- 
Tax in its Macintosh version)—are 
released each fall; they can help al¬ 
most anyone assess his or her fed¬ 
eral tax liabilities or ferret out end- 
of-year deductions that will help 
keep Uncle Sam from digging quite 
so deep in the wallet. 

The early editions incorporate 

Tax planning: give Uncle Sam a run for your money 

and they handle all 
the calculations for you after you 
input your data. Just like the final 
versions, they can generate a tax 
return based on your answers to in- 


his second job. As a self-employed 
travel agent, Shermack works to 
find his clients the best bargains 


more money in the bank—where 
it’ll continue earning interest until 
April, when the more significant 
part of his tax bill comes due. 


on flights and hotel reservations. 


The extra income is welcome, but 


there’s one thing that complicates 


the equation: taxes. 


“The big question for me,” 
Shermack says, “is how I handle 
my end-of-the-year estimated tax 
payment.” Four times a year, 
Shermack sends the IRS a pay¬ 
ment for his extracurricular earn¬ 
ings. The final installment for 
1995 is due in January 1996—and 
that’s the last opportunity he has 
to square his income status with 
Uncle Sam for the year. If his esti¬ 
mates of his total tax don’t wind 
up within 10 percent of the real 
payment due on April 15, the IRS 
could hit him with a penalty. 

Even with his math background, 
Shermack doesn’t take any chances 
with these figures: He uses Turbo¬ 
Tax Head Start edition, the “early¬ 
bird” version of the popular tax- 
preparation program, which, like 
the three other top-selling tax-prep 
packages, doesn’t ship in its final 
form until sometime after New 
Year’s Day. Using the early-bird 
program, Shermack can begin 

by gus vendi 


People who report earnings from 
part-time ventures, or who run 
full-time businesses and pay esti¬ 
mated taxes, aren’t the only ones 
who can take advantage of early¬ 
bird tax programs to prepare for 
that dreaded April day. Early-bird 
versions of all the popular tax-cal¬ 
culation packages—Kiplinger Tax- 
Cut, Personal Tax Edge, Simply 

t t o 


terview questions about everything 
from your dependents to your capi¬ 
tal gains for the year. (If you have a 
sufficient level of tax expertise, you 
may choose to skip the Q&A and 
work within the forms directly.) 

The early-bird editions use pre¬ 
liminary 1995 tax rates and can 
print only preliminary returns, 
which aren’t accepted by the IRS. 
Tax-software publishers must wait 
until Dec. 31 to finalize their pro- 


December 1995 HOMEPC 345 













financial adviser 


grams, in order to avoid missing any 
last-minute changes to the tax code. 

For many individual taxpayers, 
the main advantage of calculating 
returns using early-bird tax soft¬ 
ware is time: Apart from getting 
your return more or less in order so 
you don’t have to scramble in the 
spring, it makes a world of differ¬ 
ence to your financial strategy if 
you know in October that you’re 
facing a whopping tax bill in April. 

An early-bird return can help 
determine if there’s any action you 
may be able to take before year’s 
end to qualify for deductions. For 
instance, if you’ve paid big medical 
bills this year, feeding your data 
into the programs’ medical-deduc- 


package closer to tax time. And 
once you’ve entered information 
into the TaxCut Planning Edition, 
you’ll be able to import it easily, 
along with all your other data, into 
the final version of TaxCut; in fact, 
all the final editions of the tax pro¬ 
grams read entries from their plan- 
ahead counterparts. 

The early-bird editions also 
feature “What If...?” analyses, 
which let you easily compare the 
return you create using your exist¬ 
ing data with the same return after 
the adjustment you’re considering. 
For example, many mutual-stock 
funds did very well this year, and 
perhaps you’re considering selling 
off some investments to pay for a 



Early-bird tax programs are keen 
on ‘deductive' reasoning. 

cashing in those funds in ’95 after 
seeing the difference. Since long¬ 
term capital gains are taxed at a 
lower rate than short-term gains, 
holding on to your investments for 


Tax programs include ‘What If’ analyses, which let you see just 
how a financial strategy you’re considering will affect your return. 


tion worksheets will let you see if 
your health care payments ap¬ 
proach 7.5 percent of your income; 
if so, it may be worth going for any 
necessary treatment before Janu¬ 
ary, because expenses above this 
percentage are deductible. 

Another option is to total up the 
miscellaneous expenses you’ve en¬ 
tered in the software’s Schedule A 
form; spending a little more in De¬ 
cember on professional dues, educa¬ 
tion or job-hunting fees may qualify 
you for a tax allowance—you can 
deduct any such expenses that ex¬ 
ceed 2 percent of your income. 

Early-bird software may also tip 
you off about strategies that could 
mean more to you now than if you 
hear about them in the final ver¬ 
sions next year. 

For example, as you complete a 
tax form in TaxCut, you can click 
on the Info button for quick advice 
that helps ensure you claim all the 
deductions to which you’re enti¬ 
tled. While filling out your Sched¬ 
ule A in the early-bird software, 
for instance, you may learn that 
you can take deductions in con¬ 
junction with your charity work, 
including the cost of driving to 
your organization’s holiday bene¬ 
fit. You’re probably more likely to 
record such claims while the event 
is still fresh in your mind than if 
you wait to use the final software 


Caribbean holiday vacation. Using, 
say, Simply Tax, you can choose 
What If from the View menu and 
type your expected proceeds from 
the sale of those mutual funds into 
one of the alternate tax plans, then 
zoom to the bottom of the screen 
to see how this action will affect 
the sum you owe the government. 
Indeed, you may think twice about 



Jeff Shermack 
Age: 46 

Occupation: Math teacher 
Goal: To pay as little as pos¬ 
sible on fourth-quarter esti¬ 
mated taxes widiout incur¬ 
ring a penalty 
Software: TurboTax Head 
Start edition 


a couple of months could save you 
a bundle. 

Making plans for April 16 

Some users find they don’t need 
early-bird editions—they plan all 
year round. Christopher Dunn, a 
37-year-old manager of mortgage- 
backed securities in Washington, 
D.C., uses TurboTax, but not the 
early-bird version. “In December, 
I’m more interested in the holidays 
than taxes,” he says. 

One reason Dunn feels this way 
is that he tracks his tax status 
closely all year long within his 
personal-finance program, Quick¬ 
en. He assigns transactions that 
affect his taxes—a donation to a 
children’s fund, for instance—to 
the proper category—in this case, 
charity. Doing so marks the trans¬ 
action as a tax-related item for his 
Schedule A. 

Then, Dunn can just click on 
Quicken’s Tax Planner menu op¬ 
tion to see an estimate of his tax 
bill to date. Personal-finance man¬ 
agers such as Managing Your 
Money and Microsoft Money also 
let you assign categories to trans¬ 
actions and view reports of your 
current tax status. 

When Dunn sits down with the 
final edition of TurboTax in ’96, 
he plans to use the Quicken Tax- 
Link option on TurboTax’s File 
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Whether they are learning new vocabulary or exploring the natural 
world around them, your children deserve software of the highest 
quality. Virgin Sound and Vision’s award-winning and critically- 
acclaimed titles have been designed with an understanding of how 
kids learn, using the world’s most endearing characters. Give your 
children an all new vehicle of discovery and expression that will 
entertain their minds and fuel their imagination. 























Your GIFT 
reached 

people like 

never before. 

YOUR DONATION TO YOUR 
UNITED WAY MADE A LASTING 
IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF 
THE NEEDY AND IN THE HOPES 
OF YOUR COMMUNITY. 
THANK YOU 

FOR BEING ONE OF OUR 
HELPING HANDS. 



United V\fay 


Reaching those who need help. 
Touching us all. 



















NOW VM an send a 
paperless Greetilg Gud 
on a computer disk! 

<01 E-MAIL It) 





YOU: Personalize the Card! 

YOU: Choose an Image for the Card! 

YOU: Add your own sentiment to the Card! 

Wl/li i\ # _ ;/ ix/ and the person you send it to 
fVVa IVId.ll II! ... views it on their computer (And Smiles) 

BE DIFFERENT THIS YEAR — Everyone gets paper greeting cards - You be 
the first to send a "Card on Disk". Simple to follow instructions with each card. 

Disks run under DOS or Windows and only are available in 3 1/2" size. 

Cards can be mailed (with included mailers) or sent via the internet attached 
to an E-Mail letter. 

Order Early, to make sure You have your cards in time to send for the 
Holidays. 




OF CARDS 

STYLE# 

$3.99 ea. 

TOTAL 

TOTAL ORDER 

$ 





ADD $1.00 PER CARD FOR 
POSTAGE & HANDLING 

$ 





**NY Residents 

Add Sales Tax 

$ 





TOTAL ENCLOSED 

$ 

COMPLETE ORDER FORM AND MAIL WITH 

SHIP T0: --— CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

ADDRESS: APT ND AGS - MAIL ORDER 

486 Sunrise Hwy., Dept. 115A 

CITY: STATE: ZIP: Rockville Centre, New York 11570 


(SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR MONEY REFUNDED) 
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On Treasure Island 
Anything 
Can Happen! 

All the notorious characters from Robert Louis 
Stevenson's classic adventure tale come to life 
on your PC. Follow young Jim Hawkins, Long 
John Silver and his band of mutinous scalawags 
to the mysterious Treasure Island and search for 
long-lost pirates' gold. Experience the greatest 
adventure story of all time on CD-ROM! 

CLASSICS 

The world’s best-loved children’s stories 
brought to life on your PC. ” 

READ Robert Louis Stevenson's story of pirates 
and buried treasure! 

SEE the lush jungle of Treasure Island itself! 
LISTEN to a motley crew of mutineers on 
audio CD! 

EXPLORE Treasure Island and live the life 
of pirates! 

PLAY 4 exciting games of skill and adventure! 
COLLECT the entire Imagination Classics 
series: Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, 
Treasure Island, and Journey to the Center 
of the Earth. Start your library today! For 
more information, screen captures, and e-mail, 
on CompuServe: QO Qamepub, Publisher's 
Forum A: US QOLD File Library, or on 
AOL: Keyword: US QOLD. 



CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 108 


menu. (The early-bird TurboTax 
edition has this option, too.) Tax- 
Link displays a report showing 
how tax-related Quicken transac¬ 
tions will be imported into his re¬ 
turn; for instance, every transac¬ 
tion in the charity category in 
Quicken should be linked with 
Schedule A in TurboTax. 

Importing such financial data 
will be easier this year: You can 
now edit categories from within 
TaxLink. For example, last year, to 
change the list of payments as¬ 
signed to a non-tax-related category 
called “fund drive” in Quicken to 
link them with Schedule A, you’d 
have to quit TaxLink and run 
Quicken to set new tax parameters 
for transactions in that category. 
This year, you can do it all from 
TaxLink. While the tie-in from 
Quicken to TurboTax is seamless, 
all the major tax programs can at 
least read the .txf finance files cre¬ 
ated by Quicken, Managing Your 



Feeling in the pink? TurboTax helps 
make sure you don’t go into the red. 

Money or Microsoft Money. 

Whether you use early-bird tax 
editions to plan ahead or you stay 
on top of your tax transactions 
throughout the year in your finance 
program (and doing both isn’t a 
bad idea), one thing’s clear: You 
may owe your PC a debt of grati¬ 
tude when April 15 rolls around. • 

Gus Venditto is the author of Your 
Money: Total Financial Planning 
on Your Computer. 


shopper’s guide 

Here’s how to get more information on the tax software 
mentioned in this article. 

Kiplinger’s TaxCut 

Both the floppy-disk and CD-ROM versions include Kiplinger’s own 
tax advice; the CD-ROM adds video clips of Kiplinger experts. 
$11.95, Planning; $39.95, Final Filing (Windows, Windows CD-ROM) 
from Block Financial, (800) 235-4060, (203) 255-1441. Circle #550 

Personal Tax Edge 

This is the best bargain in tax software; you get both the early and 
final versions for $19.95. Tax advice is enhanced by the text of the 
best-selling guide J.K. Lasser’s Your Income Tax. 

$19.95, Tax Planning and Final Filing editions (DOS, Windows, 
Windows 95, Macintosh, Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) from 
Parsons Technology, (800) 223-6925, (319) 395-9626. Circle #551 

Simply Tax 

Simply Tax sports a cleaner interface than last year’s version; it has 
explanations based on IRS publications, but no other expert advice. 
$9.95, Plan Ahead; $19.95, Final Filing (Windows, Windows 95, 
Windows CD-ROM, Windows 95 CD-ROM) from 4Home Produc¬ 
tions, (800) 773-5445, (516) 342-2000. Circle #552 

TurboTax, MacInTax 

These best-sellers have stellar interfaces. The text of How To Pay 
Zero Taxes and video clips of tax experts enhance the CD-ROMs. 
$29.95, Head Start and Final Filing (DOS, Windows, Macintosh), or 
$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) from 
Intuit, (800) 964-1040, (619) 453-4446. Circle #553 

Note: Before you buy any software, check your computer owner’s manual to determine 
operating system, microprocessor, memory and disk space. Then read the software box 
or consult a salesperson to be sure the program and your computer are compatible. All 
prices are suggested or estimated retail. 







































The MultiPASS™ 1000 Document Processing 
System combines a laser-quality printei; 

a plain paper fax, a PC fax, a _ , 

scanner a personal copier and 
a telephone — all in one com¬ 
pact unit. MultiPASS Desktop 
Manager for Windows® software is included 
to manage printing, faxing, scanning and tele¬ 
phone functions. Plus you can print and fax 
from the Windows applications you’re using 
now. MultiPASS is everything you need next 
to your PC. Everything. 

It’s a Printer. The 
MultiPASS 1000 incorpo¬ 
rates 360 x 360 dpi 
award-winning Bubble 
Jet™ technology. It has a 
front loading, adjustable 200-sheet 
letter/legal paper cassette. The easy-to- 
replace, self-cleaning BX-2 (BC-02) ink car¬ 
tridge snaps into place. And the MultiPASS 
1000 supports popular printer emulations 
from Canon, IBM® and EPSON.® 

It’s a Plain Paper Fax. i 
You get a 30-sheet auto 
document feeder for hard¬ 
copy faxing. Transmission 
speed is only 9 sec/page? 

The MultiPASS 1000 uses Canon’s Ultra 
High Quality (UHQ™) technology allowing 
it to scan photos in 64 halftone levels. Re¬ 
ception memory is 70 pages* and transmis¬ 
sion memory is 50 pages.* What’s more, you 
can send faxes even when your PC is off. 

It’s a PC Fax. With 
the MultiPASS 1000, you 
can fax directly from your 
PC at a speed faster than 

_ most faxboards. You can 

receive faxes while you’re printing or when 
your PC is off. You can view faxes with 
zoom and full rotation, then save, print, 
forward or delete them. You can create a 
custom cover sheet and a virtually unlimit¬ 
ed fax address book. 

It’s a Scanner. The 
MultiPASS 1000 offers 
TWAIN-compliant scan¬ 
ning with 200 x 200 dpi 
resolution and seven-level 
contrast control. It is compatible with most 
OCR software, enabling you to edit import¬ 
ed text without keying it in. And the 30- 
sheet auto document feeder lets you easily 
scan multi-page documents. 





* Based on CCITT #1 Chart (Standard Mode). Canon is a registered trademark 
and MultiPASS, Bubble Jet and UHQ are trademarks of Canon Inc. IBM is a 
registered trademark of International Business Machines Corporation. EPSON 
is a registered trademark of Seiko Epson Corporation. Windows and Windows 95 
are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. Canon computer not included. 
©1995 Canon U.SA, Inc. 



Introducing the MultiPASS 1000. 
It’s the six most important pieces of 
office equipment next to your PC. 


Canon 


It’s a Copier. You can 
make up to 99 laser- 
quality plain paper 
copies. The automatic 
document feeder holds 
30 sheets and the front-loading, ad¬ 
justable paper cassette holds 200 letter— 
or legal-size sheets. Canon’s exclusive 
UHQ technology produces excellent 
copies of fine text and graphics. 

It’s a full-featured 
Telephone. The MultiPASS 
1000 telephone has on- 
hook dialing. You get a 
virtually unlimited telephone 1 
address book for point-and-click dialing, 
plus coded speed dialing to 80 locations. 

It has a Distinctive Ring Pattern Detector 
for use with special telephone company ser¬ 
vices. Plus it has a hold button with melody 
and an answering machine hookup, 
y r ~g For more information about 
I I J the MultiPASS 1000, simply call 
1-800-4321-HOP. 





































Powerful Simplicity. 




All Users. Every Version of Windows. 

(Windows 3.1 or higher, Windows for Workgroups, or Windows 95) 


* Complete Desktop Management * Easily adapts to different user 
skills * Perfect for novices, power users, and everyone in between * 
Automatic installation and configuration * Virtual environment can 
be customized extensively * Personalize your computer like never 
before * Extensive multimedia and imaging support * Drag and drop 
everything * Powerful scripting language * Color Library * Image 
Library * User customizable file manager * Extensive security and 
access control * Lots more... 

$49.95 VirtualDESK 

Call (800) 582-4022 2. 

for dealer nearest you DESKTOP MANAGEMENT THE WAY IT SHOULD BE. 

SmartDesk Inc., 25258 Cabot Road Suite 180 Laguna Hills CA. 92653 714 582-4020 

(c) 1995 SmartDesk, Inc. All rights reserved. Trademarks are registered to their respective owners. 

System Requirements: 386/16 with 4MB ram, 4MB hard disk space, or better. 








































personal productivity 


working at home 


TOOLS FOR GETTING THE JOB DONE 


Robert Lorincz’s home business has 
taken off, but he isn't about to quit 
his day job—he’s got more than two 
years to go on his hitch as a U.S. 


liis once-sleepy side business, One- 
Way Resume, now extends from the 
halls of Montezuma to the shores of 
Tripoli. How did this spare-time 
venture go global? Robert started 
marketing his services on the Inter¬ 
net’s World Wide Web. Within 
days, inquiries poured in from as 
far away as France and Australia, 
and his workload j umped sixfold, to 
30 resumes a month. 

"When I get home,” says Lor- 
incz, who lives off the base, “I usu¬ 
ally find about five e-mail requests 
for my free resume evaluation ser¬ 
vice. Out of that. I ll probably get 
two jobs.” 

Other home-business owners, 
too, are getting the message about 
the Internet’s big-time marketing 
potential. Paul Sparaco operates 
P&D Collectibles from his kitchen 
in Middleburgh, N.Y. He received 
six catalog requests and completed 
one on-line sale in the first week 
after his company established a 
Web site. For every person who 

by john eckh 


views P&D’s catalog of trading 
cards, model planes and other 
goodies on-line rather than in the 
traditional brochure, the company 
saves 80 cents in printing and 
postage costs. '"The Internet’s po¬ 
tential is tremendous,” declares 
Sparaco. “I’d have been stupid not 
to give it a try. ” 


John Holland’s no fool, either. 
The rural California tie-dye T-shirt 
maker shows his work to a poten¬ 
tial 30 million customers bv mar¬ 
keting over the Internet, a far cry 
from the few thousand browsers 


who consider his shirts when they 
stroll by his booth at crafts fairs. 

Internet marketing is still in its 
infancy, but industry analyst For¬ 
rester Research predicts the global 
computer network will bring busi¬ 
nesses §4.8 billion in annual sales 
by 1998. The good news for 

o u s e 


small-business owners is that the 
Internet’s a level playing field. On 
the Net, “you can’t tell if someone 
is working out of their home office 
or a building on Madison Avenue 
in New York,” notes Daniel Janal, 
author of The Online Marketing 
Handbook. “A little company can 
look just as big as IBM” with a 
snazzy pre¬ 
sentation. 

As in any 
promotional plan, making a mark 
on the Internet depends to a great 
extent on knowing your audience. 
If your company offers products or 
services with appeal to a mass 
market, it can be an Internet mar¬ 


keting success story; on the other 
hand, personal service providers 
with a local clientele—hairstylists, 
for instance—are probably wasting 
time and money establishing an In¬ 
ternet presence. It may seem stylish 
for someone cutting hair in Topeka 
to pitch his or her services around 
the world, but what good does it re¬ 
ally do the business if the promo- 


Marine. But while Robert’s sta- 

Web and cash flow: small business hits it big on the Net 

tioned at Camp Pendleton, Calif., 



Illlustration by David Peters 
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tion reaches someone in Brisbane? 

In these cases, a Yellow Pages ad 
might be less chic, but it’s likely to 
be more efficient. 

However, if you’re selling prod¬ 
ucts that people regularly order by 
mail, such as clothing or computer 
accessories, you’ve got a good 
chance to succeed. So do service 
providers whose skills require no 
face-to-face contact with cus¬ 
tomers, such as resume writers and 
word-processing specialists. 

Catch clients on the Web 

Most Internet marketing efforts 
focus on the World Wide Web, be¬ 
cause of its multimedia capabilities 
and “hyperlinks.” Shoppers who 
visit your Web site (which is stored 
on a computer, called a Web serv¬ 
er, that hooks into the Internet) 
can see your “pages,” which may 
have text, graphics, photos, movies 
and audio clips that you make 
available. A simple click on a 

The new trading posts: advertising in on-line classifieds 

ven if you’re not ready to launch your own home page on the Internet’s World 
Wide Web, there’s more than one way to market your business in cyberspace. 
Most of the commercial on-line services, as well as some Internet news- 
groups, invite members to post free or inexpensive classified ads. 

• America Online: Classifieds Online (Keyword: classifieds) is AOL’s busiest mes¬ 
saging area, with more than 125,000 new ads posted each month. It costs nothing to 

list an ad, which helps keep the action as chaotic as the busiest flea 
market—the merchandise changes nearly every day. 

• CompuServe: Listing your ad in the Classifieds area (Go Classi¬ 
fieds) for a week costs $1 per 65-character line of text; there’s a two- 
line minimum. 

• eWorld: The Macintosh-only service’s free Classifieds section 
(Shortcut: classifieds) boasts a handy search service that lets cus¬ 
tomers zero in on specific products by name, price or geographic loca¬ 
tion, instead of combing aimlessly through subject folders. 

• Genie: Posting an ad in the classified area (Keyword: ads or page 740) for seven 
days costs 10 cents per 80-character line; a 14-day ad costs 15 cents per line. 

• Prodigy: You’ll pay $10 to post a page (seven lines at 40 characters each) in the 
Classifieds section (Jump: classifieds) for 30 days. Each additional page costs $1; 
your ad can be up to six pages long. 

• The Internet: Some newsgroups permit members to post classified ads—in fact, 
that’s the sole purpose of groups such as ca.forsale, misc.forsale.computers.memory, 
misc.forsale.computers.modems and misc.forsale.non-computer. — J.E. 




hyperlink—an underlined, color- 
coded word or phrase—whisks the 
viewer from one Web page to an¬ 
other, either within your site or at 
a site anywhere in the world that 
you think visitors to your page 
might like to know about. 

To give your business a Web 
presence, start by creating a “home 
page.” Here, you can give cus¬ 
tomers your direct pitch about your 
products or services, a catalog with 
photos, a price list, your e-mail ad¬ 
dress and any other helpful infor¬ 
mation. Use the hypertext links to 
guide customers through your site; 
Paul Sparaco, for instance, offers 
visitors 10 links, including a 
chance to examine his catalog’s 
Featured Item of the Month in 
color. You can also tip off visitors 
to pages that relate to their inter¬ 
ests—and perhaps have the people 
who maintain those pages recipro¬ 
cate by adding a link that lets their 
visitors check out your wares. The 



You can customize a Web page so 
it’s made to order for your needs. 


One-Way Resume home page con¬ 
nects to about 30 Web sites that 
Robert Lorincz bets job hunters 
will find helpful, and that can gen¬ 
erate good will—and more busi¬ 
ness—for his service. All you need 
to know to link to another page is 
its Internet address, or URL (Uni¬ 
form Resource Locator). 

Many people have discovered 
it’s possible to create a basic Web 
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Its a customer calling. 




HE LOVES SCUBA DIVING. 
Has two kids and a wife 
named Stephanie. 
LAST MONTH, HE HIRED 
a new sales manager. 
HOW DO YOU KNOW? 
Your phone just told you. 


The new AT&T Computer Telephone 8130 knows what you 
need to know about your customers because it connects your 
| phone to your computer. A two-line speakerphone, the 
| 8130 comes with Windows 1 -compatible software 
I that integrates the phone with your PC so they 
! work swimmingly together. 

Customer data automatically appears on 
your computer screen during a call (and with 
Caller I.D* while the phone is still ringing!), and 
I you can place calls with the click of a button from 
! a software directory of up to 5,000 names and 

bers.You can also retri< 
notes and dive right into 
any information you need 
when talking to a customer. It 
makes your communications more 
productive and you as smart as you I 
can be about your business. 

See the new AT&T Computer 
Telephone 8130. Visit your 
participating AT&T Phone Center 
or select retailer. Or call 


AT&T 

YourTrue Choice 


1 800 233-2650, ext. 307. 











YOU COULD READ THE 
COMPLETE REPORTS BY 
TWO INDEPENDENT LABS 
ON THEIR TESTS OF THE 
LEADING V.34 MODEMS. 














In the meantime, 
here’s the 
executive summary: 

Buy the Sportster. 



Just in case you missed it, two leading 
independent research companies put some of the 
, leading external V34 modems through their paces. 

They measured compatibility, connect 
j success rate and throughput. They tested under 
good line conditions and bad. They made all 
j the modems connect with one another in every 
possible combination. They pushed them to 
| their maximum rated speeds, over a wide range 
j of line conditions. Finally, they measured how 


much data was delivered without error. 

The U.S. Robotics Sportster with True V.34™ 
beat the other modems cold. In test after 
test, Sportster scored significantly higher than 
competing modems. In fact, the Sportster 
proved more compatible with other modems 
than some brands were with themselves. 

But don’t believe everything you read in an ad. 
Call U.S. Robotics for the research highlights or 
a summary report on the test methods and findings. 


C A L L 1 - ] 8 @ 0 0 


- D I A L - U S R 

support@usr.com http://www.usr.com 













working at home 


Get your 


AMERICAN POWER CONVERSION 

award-winning 

surge 

protectors 




and 

[Uninterruptible 
Power 
Supplies 


at: 


COMPUTER, 




Call 

I -800-THE-CITY 
for the location 
nearest you. 

Dept. 01 


home page on their own. (Check 
HomePC in the coming months for 
a step-by-step guide.) However, 
hiring a consultant to do it for you 
is an attractive option; it will cost 
some money, but it may save you 
time and effort, and could result in 
a better-looking and more effective 
marketing tool. Some consultants 
charge $1,000 or more to design, 
create and install a Web page, but 
steady competition is driving down 
the fees. (Our search on the Inter¬ 
net located more than 430 consul¬ 
tants and companies offering 
home-page design services.) 

For example, Wayne Gonyea, a 



The Web's links give small businesses 
the muscle of a virtual chain. 


Web consultant in Plattsburgh, 
N.Y., designed his first Web sites 
for free to publicize his company, 
OnLine Solutions. He charged the 
next dozen customers $25 a 
month, and only recently increased 


5 do’s and don’ts of Net marketing 


W hat makes an Internet marketing effort pay 
off? Here are three tips to get your on-line 
promo rolling, and two tactics to avoid. 

• Promote your home page. If you don’t let people 
know you have a home page, it’s no more valuable 
than a billboard on a deserted highway. Link it to 
other pages, which in turn can link to you, and get 
listings in Internet directories, such as Yahoo. 

• Keep it fresh. Too many small-business owners 
think that once they build a Web site, their work is 
done. But to keep potential customers coming back, 
you need to update your Web pages with fresh mate¬ 
rial, just as retailers regularly change their window 
displays. If you work with a Web consultant, find out 
if your negotiated fees cover regular updates. 

• Learn Netiquette. When you locate an Internet 
newsgroup that relates to your business, read the 
messages for a week or so before posting responses 
yourself, so you get a sense of how 
the group conducts itself. Find the 
FAQ (frequently asked questions) 
file, which explains the basics of 
how the group operates. 

• Don V, solicit within news- 
groups, mailing lists or bulletin 
boards. If you post an outright 
pitch for your product, odds are 
you’ll be swamped with vitriolic e-mail from partici¬ 
pants who resent commercial promotions intruding 
on their discussions. 

• Avoid “spamming. ” Posting a message in a 
number of newsgroups at once—regardless of the 
discussion topic—is called “spamming,” after one of 
Monty Python's Flying Circus's signature skits. For 
instance, tell alt.aldus.pagemaker participants about 
the PageMaker add-on you’ve developed; don’t 
bother the folks in waterskiing or backpacking 
newsgroups with it. — J.E. 
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TEST RESULTS 


How does U.S. Robotics 
Sportster stack up 

AGAINST OTHER LEADING 
V.34 28.8 MODEMS? 





TEST RESULTS 



MODEM 


OFF THE SHELF, OUT OF 
TWO INDEPENDENT LABS PUT 



ARE ALL V34 28.8 MODEMS 
CREATED EQUAL? 

That was the question tackled by two independent 
testing labs — TeleQuality Associates of Golden, 

Colorado, and Henderson Communications 
Laboratories, Inc. of Moreno Valley California. 

While each testing facility used a different methodolo¬ 
gy and tested different units, both set out to rate the 
performance of the popular, best-selling external V34 
modems. Compatibility connect rates, and how often 
maximum speeds were reached and maintained, were 
documented. The labs analyzed how effectively each 
manufacturer engineered its V34 modems, and how 
well each one realized the potential of this new tech¬ 
nology under real-world conditions. 

All units were comparably equipped and the latest 
version available. To eliminate any bias that might 
occur when testing between like modems, i.e. Sportster 
to Sportster, all tests by both labs employed a full com¬ 
patibility test matrix: every modem was tested with 
every modem. In order to do well, each modem would 
have to successfully handle the quirks of all the others in 
both answer and originate modes. 

First, an overview of TeleQuality's procedures: 

The connect success rate tests were made with low, 
medium and high signal levels and incrementally var¬ 
ied noise from low to high. These tests were repeated 
over both a good (flat attenuation) and a bad (high 
rolloff 3002) phone line. All modems were pushed to 
their functional limits with 15 call cycles performed at 
each signal-to-noise (SNR) point. The percentage of suc¬ 
cessful connections for each SNR point was measured 
and graphed for all combinations of modems. 

The performance tests were completed with the same 
types of phone lines, under the same SNR conditions 
using a highly compressible file transferred in both direc¬ 
tions simultaneously. Again, the speed of the error-free 
data transfer was measured and graphed for all phone 
line and SNR points on all combinations of modems. 

What follows on these two pages is a closer look at 
the results of the TeleQuality testing. On the back page 
are highlights of the Henderson test results. 

In both tests the bottom line says the same thing: 
buy a Sportster. 


SPORTSTER OUTPERFORMS 
THE PACK 
IN COMPATIBILITY 

In order for modems to interact successfully and at 
maximum speeds, each must be capable of assessing and 
compensating for differences between itself and its coun¬ 
terpart. The ideal modem is sensitive, tolerant and reac¬ 
tive. It identifies connection characteristics and makes 
the necessary adjustments in order to wring out maxi¬ 
mum throughput — regardless of the operational idio¬ 
syncrasies of the modem on the other end of the line. 

Given the common configuration of two same-brand 
modems, the ultimate compatibility would be expected 
when modem "A" is dialed into another modem "A". This 
study found that was not necessarily the case. In fact, some 
modems performed better when paired with a more robust 
competitive modem than when paired with themselves. 


PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT 
WHEN PAIRED WITH A SPORTSTER 



The study revealed that some modems had difficul¬ 
ty connecting to others at optimum speeds. In fact, 
certain modems showed substandard performance 
even when connected to themselves. 

U.S. Robotics' Sportster displayed the most consis¬ 
tent compatibility with all other modems in the test. 
Interestingly, other modems in the study performed 
better when connected with the Sportster than when 
connected to themselves. 
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THE BCK, AND ONLINE 
THE TOP BRANDS TO THE TEST 

MKSHQm 


THROUGHPUT 


SPORTSTER SUPERIOR 
IN CONNECTING 
AT OPTIMUM SPEEDS. 

Because connection success rates can be enhanced 
at the expense of speed, the lab defined and measured 
connectivity as a function of connection success and 
error-free throughput. This measure yields a perfor¬ 
mance profile more indicative of true user satisfaction — 
where connecting at optimum speeds with other 
modems is preferable to connecting at slower data rates. 

Connection success rates and throughput scores 
were combined and normalized to establish a top per¬ 
formance standard (100) in order to show the relative 
connectivity scores of each modem. 

COMPATIBILITY WITH OTHER MODEMS 



These results showed a great variability in the con¬ 
nectivity of the modems studied. The U.S. Robotics 
Sportster outperformed all other modems in the test 
by demonstrating its ability to consistently connect 
at optimum speeds. Differences were quite dramatic 
with scores for other modems in the study falling 
from 18% to 64% below that of the Sportster. 


SPORTSTER SETS 
STANDARDS 
IN THROUGHPUT 

Throughput refers to the maximum amount of data 
a given modem can transmit over the widest variety 
of line conditions. Given perfect circumstances, any 
modem can reach its top speeds and maximum 
throughput. But end-users do not have the luxury of 
controlling conditions. Many variables can effect line 
quality, from geography to simple random channel 
assignment upon dial-in. Whatever hurdles may 
be present to impair maximum throughput, better 
modems sense them and initiate countermeasures to 
insure peak performance over the widest variety of 
line conditions. 


CUMULATIVE THROUGHPUT 
OVER VARIED LINE CONDITIONS 



Each modem was tested for send/receive throughput 
in paired combination with every other modem including itself. 


The study found that some modems performed 
significantly better than others in this regard. The top 
performing modems effectively dealt with connection 
variables and line noise levels to deliver higher maxi¬ 
mum throughput. In this test, U.S. Robotics' Sportster 
delivered the most data over the widest variety of line 
conditions — up to 177% better than other modems. 
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THE FIRST TEST WAS NO FLUKE! 


Henderson Communications Laboratories also 
conducted tests with the leading modems on the 
market to measure each one's 
ability to connect and trans¬ 
mit data without error. 

44 In this study, connect rate 
performance was measured 
while attempting 119 connec¬ 
tions over a range of test loop 
combinations as established 
in the Telecommunications 
Industry Association TSB-38 
and TSB-37A Table 2 stan¬ 
dard. A success was recorded 
each time a connection was 
established and a short message was transmitted 
error-free. 

The results clearly indicate U.S. Robotics' 
Sportster's superiority with a 100% connection rate 
— outperforming the other modems in the study by 
as much as 36%. 


Another performance measure was throughput. In 
this phase, each modem's ability to perform in typical 
asynchronous applications 
was rated based on its ability 
to transmit data over a variety 
of telephone network condi¬ 
tions. A TAS1200 simulator 
was used on a select group of 
test channels, as outlined in 
TSB-37A Tables 3 through 6, to 
represent 95% of all possible 
telephone line types. 

The research confirms the 
performance leadership of 
U.S. Robotics' Sportster V34. 
Combining its 16% cumulative 
throughput advantage over the next best modem with 
a connect success rate up to 41% better than others 
tested, Sportster clearly provides superior overall 
performance -99 

Henderson Communicatwns Laboratories 


CONNECT SUCCESS RATE 



WK? 

88 P PM288MT V34 D V34 rt MV.34E 
stions to same-brand modems in 119 trials 


CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 


44 The V34 standard offers tremendous promise for 
enabling new and more powerful applications. 
However, the V34 standard carries with it challenging 
technological demands for modem 
manufacturers. How well each 
manufacturer addresses these chal¬ 
lenges will ultimately shape the 
end-user's experience with V34. 

Based on data obtained in this 
study, it's clear that some modem 
makers have embraced and managed 
the complexities of V34 technology 
significantly better than others. 



The U.S. Robotics Sportster proved that across all 
modems studied, it consistently delivered on the 
promises of V.34 — increased compatibility, 
connect rate and throughput. 

Sportster clearly demonstrated its 
superiority. It is intuitively 
designed, robustly engineered 
and flawlessly manufactured. 99 

TeleQuality Associates 


FOR MORE INFORMATION* ABOUT THE SPORTSTER V34 
AND THESE INDEPENDENT RESEARCH FINDINGS... 
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30 MINUTES OF PHONE 
TUTORING - A $ 30 VALUE 


PLUS WIN A $5,000 COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP 



Receive thirty minutes of FREE phone tutoring (a $30 value) 
when you purchase specially marked CD-ROM packages of 
The Princeton Review's Inside the SAT and Inside the GRE. 

You can never have enough help when you're preparing for 
the SAT or GRE. The Princeton Review will give you 

"Extra Credit" so you can speak to a highly 
trained instructor for thirty minutes absolutely 
free. Find out why The Princeton Review is the 
nation's leader in test prep and you could be an 
instant winner of one of many $5,000 College 
Scholarships. 

Check out the nearest software retailer in your 
area to find out more about "Extra Credit", 
or call 1-800-955-3700, ext. 3335. 
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working at home 


his fee to $250 for six months of 
service, including building, storing 
and maintaining Web sites, usually 
on his Made in America! Mini-Mall 
Web page. 

Many of the companies that let 
customers use the Internet—known 
as Internet service providers, or 
ISPs—also offer package deals in¬ 
cluding home-page authoring and 
site maintenance services, as well 
as storage space on a Web server. 
An ISP employee will design, in¬ 
stall and maintain your page, up¬ 
dating it with new product or ser¬ 
vice information, photos, and price 
lists that you supply. Some consul¬ 
tants and ISPs will even process 
credit-card transactions for you 
(generally for a commission fee). If 
your business isn’t set up to accept 
credit cards, this added conve¬ 
nience for consumers can increase 
your sales. 

The Internet itself is the best 
place to find a Web consultant. If 
you’ve got World Wide Web ac¬ 


cess, surf around, taking note of 
home pages you like. Most will list 
the creator’s name at the bottom. 

There are a number of things to 
consider when judging the quality 
of a Web consultant’s work. Effec¬ 
tive home pages balance text and 
attractive graphics. For a hands- 
on test, click on the interactive 
links to see if they take you 
smoothly from page to page. 

Check out the consultant’s cre¬ 
ativity, too—for example, does the 
text interest you? Robert Lorincz 
created his own home page, and 
came up with a bold promise to 
catch visitors’ eyes: The resume he 
produces will convince an inter¬ 
viewer to see the applicant within 
30 days or he’ll redo it at no charge. 

To get the best deal, obtain 
price quotes from at least three 
sources, and be sure to ask what 
the price includes. Does it cover 
updates of information, such as 
weekly specials? How about build¬ 
ing in video clips that demonstrate 


Submit II! 


The fastest way to publicize your web site. 



Free on-line directories can bring a 
wave of Net surfers to your Web site. 


how your stain remover works? 

Posting your page on the Web is 
one thing; drawing visitors to look 
at it is another. More than two 
dozen Web-site directories on the 
Internet itself list information 
about new pages for free. Submit 
It! ( http://submit-it.permalink. com/ 
submit-it/) and WebPost [http:// 
www.sme.com/webpost/) will con¬ 
tact directories on your behalf free 
of charge if you fill out their forms. 

Another way to promote your 
expertise and your venture is to 



Free Shipping Dea lers Welcorrn 

The Squadron Commander's clever design is built for that die-hard flight 
enthusiast. The dual hand controls allow the player to take full control of the 
weapons and throttle with the left hand, and the joystick with the right. The 
adjustable metal frame locks into place for the player's ideal flying position. 

Featuring 10 programmable fire buttons, flight games can be played using the\ 
player's own button configurations or using one of the 20 pre-programmed game 
settings already included. And with the user-programmable 4-way HAT, viewing 
enemy surroundings is always a breeze. So go right ahead. Take command! 
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Experience real race cars around real tracks against real drivers! 


Licensed by FOCA t 
Spectrum HoloByte I 


Grand Prix II 
is the latest, 
greatest break¬ 
through in racing j 

simulators. 

It's as real \ % 

as it gets. Real 
Formula One cars. 

Real teams. Real 
tracks. Even real 
sponsors. Take a good 
look at the incredible 
graphics. Now add 
wicked smooth motion 
and roaring Doppler 

0 RC.^ sound effects 
ancl digital 

oACl/xii _ 


Throw in full 
camera views 
from practically 
any angle any¬ 
time, and you're 
there - smack in 
the middle of a 
real Formula One 
race! Test drive 
Grand Prix II 
today. And you'll 
see why it kicks 
asphalt over 
everything else. 


A i Spectrum 
J V HoloByte 


Visit your 
local retailer or 
call 24 hours: 
1-800-695-GAME 
(U.S. and Canada). 


ACTUAL GAME SCREENS: 




You thought you were getting the most out of your '386 or '486 computer. But 
Micro Firmware can give you more. With an inexpensive BIOS upgrade you can open 
new options, add new fuctionality and get extra years of productive life from Gateway 
2000®, Packard Bell, Dell® and selected other computers. Call for availability. 

Get all the benefits of Plug and Play with Windows 95, run 
larger hard drives and install upgrade processors. 

And all this new flexibility is yours for about $79.00. 

There's a lot of life left in your current computer. Call Micro Firmware for the BIOS 
upgrade that can help you make the most of it. 1 *800-767-5465. 
sales@firmware.comor http://www.firmware.com iPBH 
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working at home 

post messages in some of the 
Internet’s 10,000 discussion areas, 
or newsgroups, accessible via Web 
browsers or newsgroup reader soft¬ 
ware. Newsgroups generally re¬ 
volve around specific topics, so 
hooking up with the right ones can 
help you hit your target audience; 
if you sell herbal lotions, for in¬ 
stance, you might take part in 
newsgroups devoted to holistic 
remedies or the outdoors. But be 
tasteful; blatant hucksterism in a 
newsgroup often invites a barrage 
of angry e-mail from people who 
resent the Internet being used for 
commercial purposes. 

Instead, participate in the news- 
group to create a positive image of 
your business. Be helpful by an¬ 
swering questions people post, for 
example, and make sure that at the 
bottom you include a .sig file—up 
to four iines of text that identifies 
you, with your phone number, 
postal address, and e-mail and 
home-page addresses. Include the 
information on your business 
cards, letterhead and promotional 
materials, too; any customers you 
reach on paper may be tempted to 
take a look on the Web as well. 

No advertising campaign is a sure 
thing. Still, the Internet offers little 
risk with its small up-front cost, and 
it reaches an audience that already 
stretches into the millions and is 
growing every day. Be positive—and 
realistic. If your business makes a 
big splash on the Internet, do you 
have the staff and equipment to fol¬ 
low through? You may prefer to 
start slowly to see what level of on¬ 
line activity you attract and can 
handle comfortably. For instance, 
T-shirt maker John Holland offers 
five styles for in-person customers 
but only two on his Web page. Or, 
instead of maintaining a Web site, 
you may prefer simply to place a 
classified ad in key discussion 
groups and on commercial on-line 
services (for a list of on-line ad op¬ 
portunities, see page 354). 

While the Internet promises no 
marketing miracles, it is a solid tool 
that rewards creativity over rich 
marketing budgets. In this age of 
over-the-top TV hype and ubiqui¬ 
tous late-night infomercials, that’s 
truly an Amazing Discovery. • 

















No place on earth has 
better weather. 



Everything 

Weather 

Multimedia CD-ROM 

Everything Weather , 

the Essential Guide to Whys and Wonders 
of Weather, is a complete multimedia 
exploration of nature’s forces, filled with 
fascinating information, footage and 
photographs of tornadoes, hurricanes, 
thunderstorms and more. It’s all here, in 
this comprehensive reference from the 
most trusted name in weather 
—The Weather Channel®. 


United States 
Climate Data 

Access the climate maps to 
locate current forecasts and 
average high and low 
temperatures for more than 
500 US cities. Determine 
average precipitation, snowfall, thunderstorm frequency 
and wet days for specific cities and regions. 





Hurricane Tracker 

Input a current tropical storm’s 
longitude and latitude and 
instantly compare the current 
storm’s path to the paths of 
the greatest hurricanes in 
the 20th century. 



To place an order 
or for more information call: 


1-800-828-4766 

Please ask for Department ME 


Distributed exclusively by the Bureau of Electronic Publishing 


Multimedia CD-ROM, for Windows 
System Requirements: 


| Internet: http://vraw.bep.com 


OPERATING SYSTEM Windows™ 3.1-3.11 
CPU TYPE & SPEED 486 SX, 25 MHz 
GRAPHICS 640 X 480 X 256 

CD-ROM SPEED 2X 


AVAIL. HARD DRIVE 12 MB 
AUDIO 8 BIT, 22 KHz 

MEMORY 4 MB required 

8 MB recommended 


All rights reserved. Printed in USA. Everything Weather® 1995 
BVE Products, Inc. All rights reserved. Printed in USA. Microsoft 
and MS-DOS are registered trademarks, and Windows and the 
Windows logo are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. 




























It’s a first. Unlimited Internet access for the 
flat rate of $19-95 per month from a major 
national access provider... no other charges. 


Call now for your free software and we’ll give 
you 14 days to use Pipeline USA 
absolutely free. 




Leading publications have applauded Pipeline E3INIXIWS 
software for being the easiest available. ’°° 

You will, too. 


IPELINE 

a PSINet Company USA 


1 - 800 - 453-7471 DEPT. 443 

http://www.usa.pipeline.com 





















on-line connections 

EXPLORING THE INFORMATION HIGHWAY 


1 read the message on my computer screen, 

serious (and more common) ways kids can 
find trouble on-line—namely, making it 

but I didn’t believe it: I was about to be boot¬ 

themselves. Pranks like disrupting conversa¬ 
tions in chat rooms or using profane lan¬ 

ed off my on-line service. 

guage aren’t capital crimes. But to keep your 
kids (and your family’s account) in the clear. 

Certain that my account with America On- 

it pays to think about what antics kids can 

Hne was paid in full, I indignantly called the 

get up to on-line—and how the commercial 
services punish infractions—before you find 


How to keep kids’ hijinks from hijacking your account 

signed up with Ameri- 


number shown on screen, only to learn my 1 

1 ca Online, I skimmed the terms of service 

cyberspace privileges had been revoked not 

after they popped up on the screen. I didn’t 
pay much attention to the warning that my 

because of missed payments, but because of 


“crimes” traced to the screen name used by 


my 11-year-old son, Bert. 

if 

It was a sobering moment. Parents always 


struggle with the thin margin between re¬ 


sponsibilities that are clearly theirs and those 



that belong to their children. And maybe 


this time I’d put a little more on my son’s Ug 


shoulders than he was ready to handle. 

' ^ -f 7 

“You wouldn’t give a teenager keys to the 


car before you were sure he knew the rules of 

/SR Ilf 

the road,” chided the AOL representative 


who handled my case. “But that’s just what 

—f^T 

you did with the keys that let your child ac¬ 


cess the information highway.” 


Much as I’d prefer not to admit it, she had 
a point. Naturally, I’d worried about Bert’s 
safety in cyberspace, and I’d issued the stan¬ 
dard caveats—never give anyone you meet 
on-line your name, phone number or home 
address. But I hadn’t thought about the less 

account could be terminated after three viola¬ 
tions of the rules—after all, I had every inten¬ 
tion of being a good cybercitizen. But since 1 
hadn’t discussed those rules and their reper¬ 
cussions with Bert, he more or less shrugged 
off two warnings about disrupting a chat¬ 
room conversation—and he certainly didn’t 

by carolyn jabs 

mention them to me. His “third strike” also 
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on-line connections 



Parental Controls 



Keyword: Parental Controls 
America Online lets parents impose access limits if kids can’t act responsibly. 


took place in a chat room, when he 
and a friend mischievously typed in 
a common obscenity sprinkled 
with asterisks—they thought they 
were “fooling” the censors. I hate 
to break the news to them, but the 
censors have seen it all before. Al¬ 
though officials from the on-line 
services downplay the number of 
children who put their parents’ ac¬ 
counts in jeopardy, some of the 
people who run kids’ chat rooms 
tell me they know of many young¬ 
sters who’ve been locked out of 
specific forums—or even kicked 
off services—for acting up. 

Ain’t misbehavin’? 

I had to wonder how many of 
those kids, like Bert, might have 
been persuaded to cool it if they’d 
been given a clear list of do’s and 
don’ts before their parents let 
them sign on (for tips on what ad¬ 
vice to pass along, see “Tell your 
kids...” on page 372). 

The first thing that your children 
need to understand is that even if 
they have their very own screen 
name, it’s still your account, and 


room, he announces, “The snack 
bar is open.” Other kids can then 
ask for their favorite cybertreats, 
which he posts by typing in his 
food illustrations. 

Each menu item in this virtual 
snack bar occupies just one line on 
the screen, so it’s not considered 


nicknamed George Carlin to scan 
for words the service considers 
generally offensive in their forums 
and chat areas. “You can type 
those words until you’re blue in the 
face, but they won’t get through,” 
Ek says. If the program detects an 
impermissible word, it blocks the 


Some kids amuse themselves—and risk penalties—by disrupting 
chats. 4 It is an act of on-line vandalism,’ says a Prodigy official. 


any mischief they make on-line will 
be traced back to you. Cyberspace 
feels anonymous, but kids must 
realize it’s not; they’re accountable 
for their actions—and to you. 

Ann Peterson, a Northern Cali¬ 
fornia mom who has been active in 
various on-line forums for six 
years, says she taught her 11-year- 
old son the ropes by letting him ob¬ 
serve her on-line. “He knows that 
he’d better not disrupt chat rooms 
or use bad language, because he’s 
heard what I’ve said about those 
things when they occurred while we 
were on-line together,” she says. 

Ann figures that kids often do 
outrageous things in cyberspace to 
get attention, so she’s encouraged 
her son to make himself stand out 
in more creative ways. For in¬ 
stance, he figured out how to create 
“drawings” of french fries, ham¬ 
burgers and hot dogs by using key¬ 
board characters. When he wants 
to make a splash in a kids’ chat 


disruptive. But parents will do well 
to caution their children against 
“scrolling,” an activity I would have 
regarded as little more than harm¬ 
less mischief had it not accounted 
for two of the three strikes against 
my son. Scrolling means typing 
characters (most often nonsense or 
a joke) in the dialog box of a chat 
room and entering that text again 
and again so that the phrase fills up 
the screen, preventing anyone else 
from getting a word in edgewise; as 
more extraneous lines are added, 
the text posted by other participants 
scrolls off the screen. “You can see 
how that would disrupt a conversa¬ 
tion,” says Brian Ek, vice president 
of public affairs at Prodigy. “It is an 
act of on-line vandalism.” 

Another infraction that gets kids 
into trouble is the use of profanity. 
Remember stand-up comic George 
Carlin’s list of seven words you 
can’t say on TV? The people at 
Prodigy do—they use a program 


message and sends the user e-mail 
explaining why the posting won’t 
make it into the public forum. 

Occasionally the screening 
mechanism causes problems. One 
subscriber trying to explain the 
finer points of dog breeding in a 
pet forum received repeated warn¬ 
ings that she had violated on-line 
standards of decency every time 
she sent postings including the 
standard term for a female dog. 

Perhaps because so much of 
what’s deemed offensive depends on 
context, most services choose not to 
censor specific words automatically. 
Instead, they expect that members 
of the on-line community will let 
them know when language or pic¬ 
tures are objectionable to the com¬ 
munity. In most venues, that means 
messages and images that are seen 
as racist, sexist or otherwise abusive. 

“If someone is offended by what 
they see on-line, they can send a 
private message to our standards 
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Interactive learning programs 
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eighth grade to college. 
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adviser,” says Jenna Woodul, com¬ 
munity building manager for 
eWorld, Apple’s on-line service. “If 
it’s in a chat room, it helps if they 
actually cut and paste the offend¬ 
ing message from the screen.” 

Laying down the law 

All major commercial on-line ser¬ 
vices agree that repeated demon¬ 
strations of obnoxious or disruptive 
behavior will get you thrown off 
line. But they differ in what they’ll 
tolerate and the way they’ll notify 
you that your account is in jeop¬ 
ardy. Here’s a quick rundown of 
the policies of the major services. 

• America Online says it’s very 
rare for people to lose their ac¬ 
counts for bad behavior, but AOL 
has a reputation for a strict three- 
strikes-and-you’re-out policy. As I 
can testify, a parent may not know 
when a child has accumulated vio¬ 
lations, since AOL uses on-screen 
warnings, which are easy for a 
child to “forget” to mention. 

Make sure your child under¬ 
stands that an AOL warning is like 
a ticket for running a red light. 
The difference is that after three 
strikes, not only will his or her li¬ 
cense be lifted, but the family car 
will be impounded. If you’d like to 
keep your child out of areas you 
think might lead to mischief, take 
advantage of AOL’s Parental Con¬ 
trols, which set limits on the areas 
a child’s ID can access. 

• CompuServe doesn’t have a 
global standard for on-line behav¬ 
ior. Each of the service’s more-than 
900 forums is run independently; 
it’s up to the forum manager to de¬ 
cide what constitutes unacceptable 
conduct. Forum managers usually 
issue warnings for scrolling or in¬ 
appropriate language. 

“Forum managers can also lock 
out specific user-ID numbers,” 
notes CompuServe spokeswoman 
Michelle Moran. “The user will still 
have access to the rest of the ser¬ 
vice, but not to that forum.” Al¬ 
though CompuServe has terminat¬ 
ed memberships for people who’ve 
caused trouble in several forums, 
Moran says the service always in¬ 
vestigates before pulling the plug. 

CompuServe’s monthly invoices, 
which list the forums accessed dur¬ 


ing the billing period, may give 
you some insight into where your 
child’s been spending time on-line. 
If you disapprove of some of his or 
her hangouts, you can contact the 
customer-service department and 
have the youngster’s ID locked out 
of particular areas. 

• On eWorld, “if we know we’re 
dealing with kids, we’ll usually cut 
them a little slack,” says Woodul. 
But after three deliberate violations 
of rules, the account will be cut 
off—for the rest of the day or in¬ 
definitely, depending on the seri¬ 
ousness of the infractions. 

• The Microsoft Network might 

Tell your kids... 

• Be yourself. Don’t pre¬ 
tend to be other people—in¬ 
cluding your parents—by 
using their screen names 
or passwords. 

• Protect the privacy of 
your family’s on-line ac¬ 
count. Never share your 
password with anyone, ei¬ 
ther on-line or in person. 

• Be polite. On-line forum 
participants won’t tolerate 
language that is obscene, 
profane, racist or sexist. 

• No one likes a showoff. 
Disrupting on-line chats by 
“scrolling,” or filling the 
screen with irrelevant com¬ 
ments or gibberish, will al¬ 
most certainly put your on¬ 
line privileges in jeopardy. 

• Don’t laugh off a warning. 
Receiving a violation mes¬ 
sage from an on-line service 
is like getting a ticket from 
a police officer. Tell parents 
about warnings you’ve re¬ 
ceived—even if you think 
they’re unjustified or you’re 
embarrassed. — C.J. 


















Getting 
on the Internet 
no longer requires 
the following 
hardware: 


For more information, call 1 - 800 - 473 - 4905 . 


You don't need to be a computer geek with Netscape 
Navigator” Personal Edition, the world's most popular 
Internet browser. For under $40* at your local computer 
store. Personal Edition lets you access the World Wide 
Web, E-mail, news groups, and FTP sites. Just point and 
click to choose from a list of leading Internet service 
providers and your connection is automatically set up. 

Plus, it offers all the performance and advanced 
features that have made Netscape Navigator quite 
popular with the biggest brains on the Web. 

When you purchase Personal Edition 1.2, you'll 
automatically receive over $70 in offers from CDnow, 
Lombard Institutional Brokerage, SportsLine USA, and 
ESPNET SportsZone. And 
you can easily upgrade to 
future versions of Netscape • 

Navigator by clicking on the 
new "upgrades" button. 

So if you want to get on 
the Internet, get Netscape 

Navigator Personal Edition. NETSCAPE 









Who better to lead you through 
the promised land? 

Introducing Charlton Heston’s 
Voyage Through the Bible. 

Academy Award winner Charlton Heston 
guides you on a remarkable journey through 
the holy land and cultural treasures inspired 
■ by western civilization’s most influential 
' book—the Bible. 

This exciting multimedia CD-ROM 
collection is carefully researched and richly detailed. You’ll admire 
biblically influenced art and music from western civilization’s most 
celebrated masters. Revel in the magnificence of the holy land’s 
sacred sites—each carefully documented in video clips and 
dramatic 3-D models. Hear Heston’s skillful narrations of the most 
moving biblical stories. Page through the Four Gospels of the King 
James Bible with a hot-linked dictionary. 

Begin your enchanting journey today. Look for Charlton Heston’s 
Voyage Through the Bible wherever entertainment 
software is sold, or call 1-800-435-7390 



Now available: The New Testament: Life and Passion of 
Jesus, the Nazarene available for Mac OS and Windows. 
Coming soon: The Old Testament: From Genesis to Moses 


For more information, visit the Jones Digital Century World Wide Web site at www.digitalcentury.tom/ 
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penalize a deliberate rule-breaker 
by “spectating” the account, which 
means the person can then observe 
on-line forums, but can’t partici¬ 
pate. In the few months the service 
had been in business as of press 
time, only one family had lost an 
account because of a child who re¬ 
peatedly challenged a forum’s rules. 

• As mentioned above, Prodi¬ 
gy’s screening software makes it 
impossible to post the most com¬ 
mon profanities and obscenities to 
a message board. This means not 
only that kids can’t get in trouble 
for using bad language, but they 
won’t see it, either. 

Prodigy uses a tiered system of 
penalties for people who find other 
ways to be offensive. If a sub¬ 
scriber enters an objectionable 
posting on a message board or dis- 



e World suspends rule-breakers , but 
kids are often given a second chance. 


rupts a chat room, he or she re¬ 
ceives e-mail explaining why that 
behavior is unacceptable. 

If the subscriber persists, Prodi¬ 
gy can put a specific ID within an 
account on read-only status for 
message boards, or lock the ID out 
of the chat rooms where people 
have been offended. 

“The warnings and read-only 
status are like being sent to the 
penalty box in hockey,” says Ek. 
“If the violations continue, we re¬ 
serve the right to eject the player by 
suspending the ID.” 

If you want your children to 
“play nice” in cyberspace, it’s up 
to you to make sure they know the 
rules of the game. Kids and par¬ 
ents—and the entire on-line com¬ 
munity—will be better off if we all 
take the basics of civil electronic 
discourse seriously. • 

Carolyn Jabs managed to get her 
AOL account reinstated; her e-mail 
address is carolynhpc@aol.com. 
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DO YOU NEED ANY MORE REASONS TO 
PICK UP CYBER PATROL™? Now they can 

explore safely - because you’re the gatekeeper. 
With just a click and a password, you can block 
all the objectionable Internet sites using Cyber 
Patrol’s thoroughly researched CyberNOT list. 
Or, you can specify your own access preferences. 
Cyber Patrol also lets you set ground rules for 
time on-line, by total hours or time of day. 

Try Cyber Patrol free for one week. Pick 
up your free Mac or Windows demo at 
http://wMrw.cyberpatrot.com, or by calling 
1 - 800 - 828 - 2608 . 
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Buy Any itao 
Discovery Channel 
CD-ROMs And Get 
A Third One Free. 



OF DISCOVERY 
like the beauty and power of CD-ROM. And nobody can take you 
on an adventure like Discovery Channel. 

Look for our special holiday display at 
your local retailer. Now you can give 
yourself, your family and your friends 

the gift of Discovery. . m m 

NOW AVAILABLE AT: 

ELECTRIC ME. 


GIVE THE GIFT 

Now, for a limited time, when you buy any two of our titles you can 
select a third one Free! 

There's something for everyone in the family. Choose from our 
entire library of Discovery Channel CD-ROMs. Unique interactive 
experiences that will take you on a journey to new worlds. 

From the ocean depths to the ends of the solar system. From the 
skies over Europe in WWII to the record books of the Summer 
Olympic Games. From the seaside adventures of Professor Iris to 
the wild scenarios of Operation Weather Disaster. There's nothing 
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GREAT ESCAPES FOR GROWN-UPS 

games 

Vy BY JULIE COHEN 


Days of future blast 

I n the video arcades, BattleTech is 
more than a game—it’s a virtual 
universe where players sit in 
claustrophobic consoles and blow 
each other up. MechWarrior 2, set 
in the blistering BattleTech world 
of the year 3057, brings that head- 
to-head, free-for-all combat action 
to the PC surprisingly well. 

After you decide which of two 
rival clans you’ll play for, you em¬ 
bark on any of 50 missions in your 
menacing “mech,” a human-look¬ 
ing vehicle designed to shield you 
and flatten your enemies. You’ll de¬ 
stroy enemy bases, blast the other 
mechs in your path and conduct re¬ 
connaissance missions that uncover 
artifacts from other worlds. (Doom 
fans should keep an eye out for a 
surprise cameo by a BFG-9000.) 

Show your mettle as a warrior 
and you’ll go mech-to-mech with 
the leader of the rival clan—but 
qualifying for this final showdown 
is no picnic. The missions are sim¬ 
ple at first, with large targets and 
somewhat sluggish foes, but the ac¬ 
tion gets more intense; a warrior has 
to plan carefully, act quickly and 
shoot accurately to reach the top. 

MechWarrior isn’t easy to play 
right out of the box, with its numb¬ 
ing variety of keyboard commands, 
but its tutorial section makes learn¬ 
ing fun. An overview of the mech’s 
navigation system, weapons, steer¬ 
ing and inspection capabilities eases 
you through a crash course in key¬ 
board gymnastics. Spend an hour in 
Cadet Training, and you’ll be ready 
for combat. 

Oddly, however, the training 
doesn’t prepare you to customize 


your mech. With its long, weapon- 
packed arms and powerful legs, 
your vehicle can be built for speed 
or set up to carry as much ammo as 
possible. Your choices are impor¬ 
tant: If your mech is too slow or too 
light, or it doesn’t have enough ar¬ 
tillery, you’ll be 
X A A l/ 2 a sitting duck for 
opposing mechs. 

The custom¬ 
ization can get 
complicated; you 
have a choice of 
15 chassis, each 
with several vari¬ 
ations, as well as endless options for 
customizing even those variations— 
you can change engines, modify the 
mechs’ armor and artillery, or 
make them jump like Michael Jor¬ 


dan. Configuring battleships is a 
fairly standard feature in today’s 
combat games, but it adds some¬ 
thing special to the challenge and 
depth in MechWarrior 2. 

If you’ve been lamenting that 
your computer hasn’t delivered the 
kind of action that’s sucked all the 
quarters from your pocket at the 
arcade, MechWarrior 2’s rollicking 
ride through the BattleTech uni¬ 
verse will deliver the excitement 
you’ve been longing for. The depth 
of play, superior graphics and wide 
range of options pack this game 
with 31st-century combat at its 
full-throttle finest. 

$59.95 (DOS, DOS CD-ROM) from Ac¬ 
tivision, (800) 477-3650, (310) 473- 
9200. Circle #463 


Dirty deeds at the 
amusement park 

H ey, Buddy! P’ssst! Over here! 
Wanna try your luck at 
Shufflepuck? Maybe some 
Gopher Gong to get you going? 
Everyone’s a winner! 

Actually, everyone’s a huckster 
at Skyview, an amusement park 
crawling with underground carni¬ 
val life after dark. It’s the intrigu¬ 
ing setting for Panic in the Park, 


Mad mechs: If you’re going to prove your mettle in MechWarrior 2, you'll need one of these. 



















which features an interactive mys¬ 
tery that’s actually a bit of a digital 
sideshow when compared with the 
program’s other charms. 

You find Skyview on its last legs 
after the death of 
its owner. It’s 
due to be torn 
down, pending 
resolution of a 
battle over the 
property between 
the operator’s 
twin daughters, Jamie and Janie 
(both played by BaywatcK s boda¬ 
cious Erika Eleniak). To save the 
park, you have to find the deed of 
ownership. On the hunt, you’ll meet 
some of the strangest losers who’ve 
ever worked a midway. These char¬ 
acters—who appear on the screen in 
full-motion, full-screen video seg¬ 
ments dressed in bumble-bee cos¬ 
tumes, motorcycle gear, sleazy ’40s 
mob attire and other odd getups— 
can guide you to the deed. 

Before they share their secrets 
with you, though, you’ll have to beat 
them at their own games: 12 penny- 
arcade-style romps that almost feel 
like the classics, including Skee Ball, 
Whack-a-Mole and Tiddlywinks. 


Beat the carnies, and 
they’ll give you re¬ 
spect, information and 
valuable extra tokens. 

Lose, and you’ll get 
nothing but lip and a 
cold shoulder. Keep 
your eyes and ears 
open as you walk the grounds, too. 
The clues you find along the way 
will come in handy. 

Unlike the puzzles in many com¬ 
puter adventures, Panic in the 
Park’s challenges require more 
mouse dexterity than mental skill. 
To play Skee Ball, for example, 


games 


you’ll have to master 
the technique of drag¬ 
ging the mouse back 
and pushing it forward 
to release the ball. A 
flick of the wrist and a 
little finesse can help 
you hit the 100-point 
tune. Sidewinder, which 
guide a ball through a 
maze without rolling it into any of 
the moving board’s holes, requires 
just the slightest tilt. 

Once you conquer the games of 
skill, the mystery takes center 
stage. You’ll comb the park’s of- 


target every 
asks 



Stuck at a midway point? Take 5 tips for Panic in the Park 

T he shills that line the midway won’t help you win much of anything in Panic in 
the Park, but you can trust us—we’ve got inside information. (Fair warning: If 
you’d rather figure it all out for yourself, stop reading now.) 

• Everyone really is a winner. Even if you’re hopelessly uncoordinated, you can get 
past an arcade game anytime. Just hit Ctrl-W to bypass a particular skill game. You 
can always return later to play the games for fun. 

• Listen carefully. At two spots on the midway, evil twin Janie chats 
with the game’s villain. You can’t see them, but you can eavesdrop; by 
figuring out what trait Janie is massaging—the villain’s ego, greed or 
fear, for example—you can narrow down the suspects. 

• Protect your tokens. The park is dangerous after dark. Store your 
tokens in one of the security lockers found on each concourse; it 
could keep you from losing everything to a mugger. 

• Take a tip from Fred Astaire. Or at least pay attention to the bill¬ 
boards for dance lessons. They contain a valuable hint to help you solve the stair¬ 
case puzzle that leads you to the Oracle’s chamber. If you have two left feet, pick up 
the sheet of paper at the foot of the stairs for an equally effective clue. 

• Remember key words. To enter the Oracle’s chamber, you’ll have to solve a word 
puzzle. The puzzle is simple, but the word is significant. Remember it. — J.C. 



























What kind of parent 
lets their kid 
play with the 
Power Rangers 
hours at a time? 



Your kids are about to discover a whole new way of learning with Saban's 
“PowerActive Learning” CD-ROM programs. The Power Rangers™ 
are experts at getting children's attention, which makes them ideal charac¬ 
ters to bring fun, power and excitement to interactive software. With our 
range of edutainment CD-ROMs, your kids will learn - and have a great 
time doing it. So when it comes to your children, why not play it smart? 
COMING SOON TO A STORE NEAR YOU 
COLORING BOOK • C R E AT E - A-M OVI E • JIGSAW 
PRINT KIT • SCREEN SAVER 
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One disc fits all 

R emember the YCR war 
of the early ’80s? You 
do if you bought a 
Betamax, then watched how 
quickly your superior tech¬ 
nology became obsolete. The 
chances of a similar battle on 
the multimedia front seem 



thankfully slim now that 
Sony, Philips Electronics, 

Time Warner and Toshiba 
America agreed this fall to a 
common standard for digital 
“videodisk” technology. The 
new disk, which is about the 
same size as today’s five-inch 
compact disc, is designed to 
hold digital video, audio and 
computer data. 

One videodisk will have 
roughly 4.7 gigabytes of data 
capacity per layer (dwarfing 
the current 650-megabyte 
standard for CD-ROMs), which 
will enable it to hold video¬ 
heavy software programs, more 
music than today’s CDs, and 
full-length movies. 

Current CD-ROMs and 
audio CDs will work in the 
forthcoming videodisk play¬ 
ers, which should be in stores 
by the end of 1996, selling for 
around $500. Analysts expect 
the players eventually to re¬ 
place CD-ROM drives, audio 
CD players and VCRs. 

But don’t throw out your 
old equipment just yet; you 
won’t be able to record on a 
videodisk at first, and using 
the machines with existing 
stereos or TVs will likely re¬ 
quire additional hardware— 
not to mention that you’ll 
have to do all your listen¬ 
ing/viewing/playing in one 
room. —Keith Kirkpatrick 


fices for clues about 
the deed’s where¬ 
abouts and why it was 
taken. If you pay at¬ 
tention to these hints, 
as well as others 
strewn about the mid¬ 
way, you’ll soon find 
the deed and the do-no-gooder. 

With about a dozen potential 
outcomes, the mystery has some 
staying power, but it almost seems 
like an afterthought compared with 
the more challenging arcade action 
and kitschy carnival activities that 
give Panic in the Park its pizzazz. 
Like the real thing, they require 
steady hands and excellent aim; un¬ 
like the real thing, they’re not fixed. 


location (high and in¬ 
side, low outside cor¬ 
ner, or right down the 
middle). Once you set 
the pitch or the swing, 
sit back and watch the 
video footage of the 
play; it’s this element 
that makes it feel so much like 
you’re watching the game on TV. 

Michaels and McCarver add to 
the realism with context-sensitive 
play-by-play coverage. Michaels 
announces each play, while Mc¬ 
Carver provides his running com¬ 
mentary for each of the players. If 
you listen closely, you can pick up 
hints on how to read a batter or 
anticipate a pitcher’s strategy. 


fun 

and 

games 


$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh 
CD-ROM) from WarnerActive, (800) 
693-3253, (818) 841-0737. Circle #464 


Take me into the 
ballgame 


I f you hanker for peanuts and 
Cracker Jack during the long 
winter months, you’ll quickly 
warm up to All-Star Baseball. With 
its vast store of video clips and top- 
notch announcers A1 Michaels and 
Tim McCarver, this game is like a 
TV broadcast spiced with interac¬ 
tive elements. 

All-Star Baseball is the first PC 
ballgame to use video of major-lea¬ 
guers in action. 
You create the 
lineup, then cue 
each move for 
either the Na¬ 
tional or Ameri¬ 
can League. Each 
side has 18 of 
the game’s finest on its roster: 
pitcher David Cone and shortstop 
Cal Ripken Jr. make the show for 
the AL, for instance, while catcher 
Mike Piazza and outfielder Moises 
Alou take the field for the NL. 

A unique catcher’s-eye view puts 
the focus squarely on the pitcher- 
batter confrontation: When your 
team is at the plate, your mouse 
controls the type, placement and 
timing of each swing; in the field, 
you determine the pitch (fastball, 
curveball or offspeed pitch) and its 




All-Star Baseball might strike out 
with rotisserie-ball players and stat 
freaks. The 18 players on each side 
must all have no-trade contracts 
(you can’t change your squad), and 
there are no lifelike variables (it’s al¬ 
ways sunny, and no player ever gets 
hurt). But the program’s straight¬ 
ahead approach and seamless use of 
video make All-Star Baseball a 
standout in a league of by-the-num- 
bers, stat-heavy copycats. 

$59.99 (DOS CD-ROM, Macintosh 
CD-ROM), from Accolade, (800) 245- 
7744, (408) 985-1700. Circle #465 


Windows 95 mph 

T he first auto-racing game for 
Windows 95 is indeed one of 
the fastest motor-sports simu¬ 
lations on the shelves—as well as 
one of the most simplistic. The ac¬ 
tion in A1 Unser Jr. Arcade Racing 
pumps pure adrenaline, with none 
of the usual delays—like cut scenes 
that try to tell an irrelevant story— 
that often mar PC racing; there’s 
nary a pit stop in the game. If only 
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Fill These. 


The game is smart enough 
to let you decide your own 
fate in a multi-tiered 
oryline-and sinister 
nough to make you 
ome back for more. ” 
Newsweek 


“CyberFlix has created a true 
interactive game that successfully 
marries cinematic excellence with 
uncompromising depth of play. 

A must buy!" 
—Inside Mac Games 


Dust is a fantastic game that 
ill redefine what you think 
i CO-ROM adventures. ” 
-CD-ROM Today 


“Dust takes a bold step 
toward a new era of highly 
interactive virtual worlds. ” 
—Electronic Entertainment 


One of Fall’s Finest 

-PI; 


"Doubles or triples the 
gameplay [of] many three- 
and four-CD opuses. ” 
—Next Generation 



& radius <a>3? “mass wuebuid iote©® 


I Practice your aim. Sharpen your wits. Dig in 
I your spurs. You’re in Diamondback, where 
I trouble’s brewin' like bad coffee. It’s going to 
| take someone who can draw fast and think 
I faster to keep the peace among 40 of the 
| most interactive characters ever assembled 
ne CD-ROM. Foois, grifters, heroes, and 
] cynics—everyone’s got a story to share. 

J And a secret to hide. 



Dust: A Tale of the Wired West is a digital adventure with a novel take on 
the classic Western—a fresh, funny, first-person interactive saga. 
Outstanding 3D graphics and sound plus a clean and simple interface pull 
you into the boisterous frontier world of 1882 New Mexico. Shoot-outs 
and arcade-style action, games of poker, blackjack, and checkers, and a 
host of challenging mysteries are woven throughout a 
compelling story that will make for hours of entertainment, j 
Discover Dust and how the West was fun. 

A CD-ROM Adventure 


Available at your local software dealer. To order by phone 
call 800-GTE-TODA. For more info, contact CyberFlix: 
E-mail cyberflix@aol.com 
Web site http://www.lm.gte.com/Dust 

Dtmt.A A/toftfM MAiaVMMliatiidwuukoTCybarFRx Inc. CytwfUx . a 
- j trademark of GTE Vantage Incorporated. Other brand names and product rta 
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there were more fuel for thought. 

It appears the only thing Indy 
500 champ A1 Unser Jr. lent this 
program was his name and the 



photo that appears when you slip 
the disc into the drive to launch 
the game automatically (thanks to 
Windows 95). After that, it’s you 
against nine digital drivers on 15 
fantasy tracks. You can use a 
mouse, keyboard or joystick to 
control your steering wheel, but be 
warned: The other drivers fly 
around the courses. Practice mak¬ 
ing your turns if you want to take 
the checkered flag while any com¬ 


petitor is still out on 
the course. 

At least you don’t 
have to worry about 
tweaking your ride. 

You can choose any of 
10 vehicles—each 
with different ads on 
their sides—but unlike many racing 
games, you’ll take each one as it 
comes. Remember: The point is to 
zip around the tracks, not to learn 
how to survive on a real course. 

Indeed, what’s most impressive 
about the program is its sheer 
speed under the 
nascent Windows 
95 operating sys¬ 
tem; the view of 
the course from 
the driver’s seat 
is bound to send 
your heartbeat 
racing. The graphics are fine, too, 
with people lining the track, cities 
rising up over the landscape, and 
plenty of road and scenery detail. 
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fll Unser Jr. 
Arcade Racing 


Alien role? It came from cyberspace 

E ver wonder what it’s like to play a role in an in¬ 
teractive game before it hits PC screens? Aspiring 
actor John Walsh found out when he was cast as 
an alien in a CD-ROM adventure. Here’s his report. 

What separates me from 10,000 other hot-tub 
Johnnies combing Backstage for acting roles? My AOL 
membership. The day I subscribed, I found the Casting 
Forum (Keyword: casting). After just a 
few on-line chats, I landed the role of 
an alien explorer in a CD-ROM produc¬ 
tion called The Armageddon Device. I 
was perfect for the role, the director 
told me. Was it my brooding, Chekov- 
ian intensity? My Shakespeare train¬ 
ing? “We need someone tall,” he said. 

The following Sunday, I was 
tramping through a sandy pit in elab¬ 
orate—and hot—prosthetic makeup. 
“What kind of alien am I?” I 
asked. “What sort of childhood did I have?” 

“You had an alien childhood,” I was told. “Now 
wave to your little robot friend...the one you can’t 
see because we’re going to animate him in later.” 

I soon resumed my human guise with spirit-gum 
remover and skilled professional help. “Try taking 
this off yourself and you’ll rip the skin right off your 
face,” one makeup artist told me cheerfully. Luckily, 
I kept my skin. Too bad my character didn’t—he 
gets vaporized in the first two minutes of gameplay. 



The speed and 
video quality of A1 
Unser Jr. Arcade Rac¬ 
ing proves Windows 
95’s performance po¬ 
tential; the program 
offers arcade fans 
blazingly fast fun. 


$40 (Windows 95 CD-ROM) from 
Mindscape, (800) 234-3088, (415) \ 
897-9900. Circle #466 


A tension getter 

A n arsenal of heavy ammuni¬ 
tion isn’t the only way to get 
an adrenaline rush at the PC. 
Sometimes a simple puzzle game 
can do the trick. In Under Pressure, 
there aren’t any guns, complicated 
story lines or three-dimensional 
monsters to chase. A clock and a 
shifting series of tiled grids are all it 
takes to set your blood to boiling. 

The game gives you mere sec- : 
onds to maneuver your triangle-, 
circle-, square- and star-shaped 
tiles into the appropriate “energy 
tanks” along the perimeter of the 
irregularly styled game board. It 
may sound easy, but the time limit 
and the mouse maneuvers it 
Lit requires make i 

AAA for frenetically j 

frustrating fun. 
Moving a piece 1 
into the right po- I 
sition risks ruin¬ 
ing the strategic 
placement of the 
other pieces on ] 
the board. And though some time 
limits are moderately charitable, j 
others are shockingly short, even 
at the early levels; some “easy” J 
puzzles give you just 17 seconds to 1 
solve them; none gives you more 
than 90. 

A level-7 puzzle (there are 60 
levels in all) sent me back to 
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Visit your retailer for a free demo or download the Arcade America promo from the Web (www.7thlevel.com) in AOl, MSN, 
CompuServe or Prodigy use SEVENTH. For more information or to place an order, call t -800-884-8863, ext. 1 28. 
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Music Made Easy. 


Making music with your sound card has never 
been easier. With new Cakewalk Express™, 
you and your family can play and record great 
music— right on your PC! 



Cakewalk Express Highlights 

Includes the Virtual Piano™, an 
on-screen piano that you play with 
your mouse or computer keys! 

<*" Plays back audio wave files and 
Windows MCI commands—add 
voice, sound effects, or even video 
clips to your music! 

'*■ Comes with load-and-play song files! 
Includes a free MIDI adapter to 
connect an optional MIDI keyboard 
to your sound card! 

Only $89 (suggested list)! 

Available at Micro Center, Pry’s Electronics, 
Border^ Books and Music, Software Etc., and other 
fine computer and music stores. Or call: 

800-234-1171 or617-926-2480. 

Demo pack only $5! 

Twelve 
Tone 


mini 


■ 


BO. Box 760, Walertown,MA 02272 


square one about two 
dozen times before I 
got it right. Angst- 
ridden and antsy, I 
decided it was time to 
take a break when I 
found myself making 
careless clicks with 
my mouse as I tried desperately to 
line up the arrows. Nevertheless, I 
returned to finish the level (after 
about six more tries) half an hour 
later, then quickly whipped 
through three more levels before 
hitting the next super-stumper. 

As in many games, power-ups 
and obstacles arise as the levels get 
more complicated. Walls and spin¬ 
ning stoppers block your passage; 
ignoring a bomb or hitting the 
board’s edge ends your turn with a 
bang. Transporters, chargers, 
shape mutators, and “life” and 
“time” bonuses will help you out, 
but you’ll still have to plot every 
move deliberately; each wasted 
click makes your mouse feel like a 
panic button. 

Under Pressure packs plenty of 
heat; your sternest test may be 
keeping your cool under fire. 

$29.95 (Windows 95 CD-ROM) from 
Starhill Productions, (800) 304-4263, 
(415) 442-5000. Circle #467 


Stop gun 

D agger’s Rage ? Ennui is more 
like it. In an age of ever- 
more-dazzling three-dimen¬ 
sional space-combat games that 
make you a feel like a top gun, 
watching your tiny airplane scoot 
around a big screen while you 
shoot other tiny planes is about as 
dull as gaming gets. 

As Kurt “Dagger” Kaso, you 
pose as a Mercy Pilot entrusted 
to infiltrate the 
yf shadowy Pogo- 

dyne Corp. and 
determine if the 


sanies 



enormous con¬ 
glomerate is re¬ 
sponsible for pi¬ 
rate raids that 
have decimated all the other compa¬ 
nies in the United Planets. You shoot 
down the pirates in a variety of mis¬ 
sions—some challenging, some not. 


In fact, the biggest 
challenge is finding 
any drama in the 
program. You can 
choose from four 
fighter planes and a 
dozen weapons, but 
the odd bird’s-eye 
view of the action makes the pro¬ 
gram feel more like a board game 
than a shoot-’em-up, and long de¬ 
lays while each mission loads kill 
any potential momentum. 

The segments between missions 
stall the gameplay even further. 
“Movie” footage pops up, shot 
using special tools that give the 



characters a 3-D look—but the 
artsy graphics just don’t work; 
lip-synching is annoyingly off-kil¬ 
ter, and the characters move in 
agonizingly slow motion. Dagger’s 
whisker stubble is probably in¬ 
tended to make him appear 
rough-and-tumble, but it looks 
more like he met a toddler who 
took a crayon to his face. If you 
play this game, you may have to 
fight the urge to reach for the 
Crayolas yourself. 

$49.95 (Windows CD-ROM) from 
Microforum, (800) 465-2323, (416) 
656-6406. Circle #468 


Nintendo ’94 just 
won’t cut it in a 
Windows 95 world 

T alk about taking a step back 
in time. Originally released in 
1994 for Super Nintendo, 
MegaMan X is still a simplistic 
sidescroller—the background 
moves from right to left as your 
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ONE WAY TO 
GROW UP SMART IS 
NOT TO LEAVE THt 
LEARNING UNTIL 
YOU'VE GROWN UR 


When you’ve got a great teacher learning is 
easy. Mr Wonder’s Greatest Toyshop on Earth 
amuses and entertains kids as it teaches them 
new and interesting facts. 

Every time they choose a different toy from 
the shelves they know ] 
it’s going to be fun and 
you know they are going I 
to learn something. 

Based on educational 
curricula it covers energy, 96 toys to play with 
weather, living things, environment and sound. 
Painting and making things add to the important 
high creative content. 

With The Greatest Toyshop on Earth you’ll 
discover a fascinating fact of science: the more 
you play, the more you learn. 


To order or for more 
information telephone 
1800922 SONY. 


‘-mail: info@omni.co.uk. 
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character moves from left to right, 
creating the illusion that the char¬ 
acter is moving forward. 

In this PC-game adaptation, 
MegaMan (who 
_ looks a little like 
the old cartoon 
character Speed 
Racer in a Smurf 
costume) must 
wipe out eight 
Maverick Hunters, who busy them¬ 
selves by slaughtering humans and 
plotting to take over the world. 
Then you go one-on-one with their 
leader, a brute named Sigma. 

You guide MegaMan across a 
futuristic, two-dimensional world; 
he jumps, runs and shoots, while 
robots and other scary machines 
try to zap the life out of him. Every 
time you make a kill, you gather 
up your victim’s weapons and ad¬ 
vance a level. 

But never mind all that; the game 
boils down to pounding six keys: the 
left and right cursors for running, 
the Ctrl key for extra speed, the Alt 


key for jumping, the 
spacebar for shooting, 
and the tab key to rifle 
through the eight 
weapons MegaMan 
can use on his way. 

Kids who haven’t 
yet been jaded by the 
latest 64-bit set-top game boxes— 
like Jaguar, or Sony’s Playsta¬ 
tion—might enjoy this PC pro¬ 
gram, but the blocky (albeit 
colorful) DOS graphics make the 



game look and feel more like 
shareware than today’s slicker 
commercial releases. And the 
gameplay—which bumps you back 
to the beginning or midpoint of 


each level whenever 
the maniacal maver¬ 
icks manage to zap 
you—is bound to 
alienate all but the 
devoted Ninten¬ 
do fans. 

$39.99 (DOS CD-ROM) from Capcom, 
(408) 774-0400. Circle #469 

Tell Roger Wilco he’s 
over and out 

S pace Quest 6: The Spinal 
Frontier pays weird homage 
to sci-fi films, with knowing 
references to movies such as Inner- 
space and Star Wars. But the 
humor is lost in the tedium of the 
search for stellar stuff and the time 
spent figuring out what to do with 
your booty. 

The sixth installment of the 
Space Quest series finds hero Roger 
Wilco, space janitor, quite literally 






A Mouse Help Your Game? 


I ts easy. Combine Joe Theismann’s 
Superbowl experience with 
IntelliMedias multimedia 
expertise, and you’re on your 
becoming a winning 
football player. 

Introducing ESPN & 

Pop Warner Interactive 
With the 
help of the Pop 
Warner Football 
Organization, 
this two-disc 
CD-ROM set i 
designed to 
develop all of the 
offensive and 
defensive skills a 
young player needs. Joe Theismann, 
who was a Heisman trophy 


Notre Dame and led the 

Washington Redskins to 
their Superbowl XVII vic¬ 
tory, gives you his advice 
and insight on stretching, 
conditioning, rushing, 
tackling, passing, receiv¬ 
ing and more. Whether 
you are a player or 
coach, this program provides the ulti¬ 
mate in football instruction by com¬ 
bining outstanding video, 


Call 1-800-269-2101 now. 


UliMedia 
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WE'VE CREATED SOMETHING FOR WINDOWS 95 
THAT'bli MAKE YOU WORK LESS EFFICIENTLY. 


Your “In Box” is piled so high it’s 
been declared a fire hazard. Who cares? 

With Shockwave"Assault, the first 
ground-level action shooter native for 

Windows" 95, you’re busy saving the earth. 
Las Vegas. Hollywood. London. Egypt. 
And other real-world locations are at risk 
of being swallowed by hostile alien forces. 
Luckily, Shockwave Assault is fully auto play. So you 
just load the CD and go. Blast away with arcade-style 
graphics and action. It’s 
your job to save the world. 

Which beats the hell out 


of whatever you do now. 


SHOCKWAVE ASS AULT 































$49.95 (DOS CD-ROM , Windows CD- 
ROM) from Sierra On-Line , (800) 757- 
7707, (206) 649-9800. Circle #470 • 


stripped of his 
rank as a Star- 
Con Federation 
captain and re¬ 
assigned to swab 
the decks on the 
SCS Deepship 
86. The adven¬ 
ture begins in 
outer space but ends up deep in the 
bloodstream of Corpsman Stellar 
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Space Quest 6: 
The Spinal 
Frontier 


Santiago. Once Roger 
gets under Stellar’s 
skin, he must travel 
over gall bladder and 
through pancreas to 
defeat the evil Shar- 
pei, who has invaded 
the same poor fellow. 

You have to plod through about 
half the game to reach this new 
frontier—and that can be painfully 


slow going. If you’re 
still following the 
story after you land 
on Polysorbate LX, a 
slumlike planet where 
you run into the likes 
of E.T. and Jebba the 
Hop, you’ll eventually 
shrink to microscopic dimensions 
and begin your true mission. 

Try as it might, The Spinal Fron¬ 
tier consistently misses the mark, hi 
one scene, for instance, Roger chal¬ 
lenges an alien to a game of “Stooge 
Fighter 3,” which puts Larry, Moe 
and Curly in a Street Fighter arcade 
setting: They throw pies, tweak 
noses and poke each other’s eyes. 
But the game is canned; no matter 
what you do, you can’t win the first 
round and you can’t lose the second. 

Unless you can’t get enough of 
the Space Quest series, Roger Wilco 
may just get under your skin. 



SEARCH needs 
Field Agents fast! 

Reading SEARCH,™ created by educators, 
teaches kids, ages 7- 12, a variety of reading 
comprehension skills. Players find clues, gather 
artifacts, and find authentic folktales in this 
lively interactive program! 

Reading SEARCH features over 60 authentic 
folktales from three distinct cultures, 60+ reading 
activities, fantastic sound, animation and graphics! 
Kids learn new vocabulary words, plot elements, 
setting, characterization, meaning and ideas. 

Call us for information about our other 
/ard-winning reading, math, geography, 
ir early learning software for PC or MAC. 

1 - 800 - 468-3775 

Great Wave 
Software® 


























The Unique Puzzle Sensation! 


Finally, the perfect jigsaw puzzle for Windows® and Windows 95! 
ArtApart’s got everything: life-like interlocking pieces, great sound 
effects, crisp and vibrant images that come with bits of trivia, the abil¬ 
ity to save unfinished puzzles for later, and so much more. 

Putting It All Together For You 

ArtApart lets you “cut up” pictures into the size and number of pieces 
of your choice, making it firn for the entire family. Pieces are shaped 
differently every single time, resulting in endless game variations. No 
matter how big your monitor is, ArtApart will automatically resize the 
puzzles for you. With ArtApart, you’ll never run out of puzzles! 


Available At These And Other Fine Retailers 
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Strew, radios, METAL DETECTORS, 
burglar alarm\*f, intercoms. 


(And 20 more fun-filled reasons to get the first interactive CD-ROM 
that lets kids build and play with all the cool electronics they create on screen.) 



wacky characters that take kids 
through the ins and outs of the 
on-screen workbench where they’ll 
learn about what makes electricity 
crackle: conductors, capacitors, 
transistors, diodes, terminals. 

The works. 

Next, kids move to a real 
hands-on workbench. Plus a parts 
department that lets them build and 
play with 25 amazing projects in all. 

CybercraftFun With Electronic*). 
It starts where other CD-ROMs 
leave off. 


Wouldn’t it be a ton more fun 
if kids could actually build and play 
with electronic gadgets instead of 
just settling for images on a screen? 

Welcome to Cybercraft*) Fun 
With Electronic*). The first CD-ROM 
where virtual reality and hands-on 
reality come together. 

Why is Cybercraft*) Fun With 
Electronic*) more fun? Because it 
gives kids more ways to have fun. 
While they make stuff they can 
actually use! 

For starters, there’s a cast of 




components 
kids use to 
build then- 
projects. 

(Marconi may 
have invented 
the radio. Bet 
he never had this 
much fun putting 
it together.) 
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BY SHARLENE JOHNSON AND CHARLES BOWEN 


Julia Child’s digital 
kitchen: 16 chefs dish 
out generous helpings 

W hen Julia Child speaks, 
food lovers listen. Indeed, 
as soon as that unmistak¬ 
able voice welcomes us to her new 
CD-ROM, Home Cooking with 
Master Chefs, she’s got our atten¬ 
tion. And, happy to say, her first 
software menu doesn’t disappoint. 
With 16 top American chefs joining 
in, PBS’s gourmet guru serves up a 
cooking guide of excellent taste. 

From the first mouth-watering 
color photos, you can tell this pre¬ 
sentation’s going to have all the 
trimmings—there’s not a plain white 
window in sight. The recipes include 
a few down-home favorites, such as 
Old-fashioned Mashed Potatoes, but 
most of the 100 or so entrees, side 
dishes and desserts are clearly meant 
for special occasions; unless you 
have the energy to tackle Shrimp 
Etouffee or Seared Venison with 
Pinot Noir and Cherries before the 
evening news, this isn’t the program 
to consult for everyday family din¬ 
ner suggestions. 

Yet, fancy fare aside, the style is 
pleasantly down-to-earth. Complex 
dishes are explained with narrated 
video or slide shows, and the real 
meat of the program—a treasure 
trove of tips and techniques—will 
come in handy for even the most ca¬ 
sual cook; every section contains 
useful, practical information. 

For instance, you might think the 
photos and biographies in the Chefs 
area would be little more than self¬ 
promotion for America’s cooking 


elite, but they offer practical advice 
that resonates with the voice of ex¬ 
perience. When Susan Feniger, co¬ 
owner of the Border Grill in Santa 
Monica, Calif., explains how she 
squeezes citrus fruits without a 
simple technique 
shows that in the 
kitchen, ingenu¬ 
ity can be just as 
valuable as fad 
gadgetry. 

hi each recipe, 
you’ll see terms, 
utensil names and 
ingredients high¬ 
lighted in red; 
click on them to 
call up a photo and background in¬ 
formation—handy if you’ve never 
heard of, say, a “degreasing pitcher” 
(sometimes called a gravy separator, 


it’s a plastic or glass cup with a long 
spout that pours only from the lower 
liquid layer, leaving the fat un¬ 
touched at the top.). Similarly, small 
red T’s sprinkled throughout the 
recipes are keyed to additional juicy 
tidbits of information. 

The one disappointment here is 
that there’s little footage of Child in 
action—the “tours” of Julia’s 
Kitchen rely on clickable photos of 
various kitchen and pantry items, 
with just a sprinkling of video. Still, 
this section, too, is stocked with in¬ 
formation, including a list of the 
cooking utensils Child considers in¬ 
dispensable, and tips on selecting 
the freshest ingredients, sharpening 
knives and serving wine. 

Of course, not even Julia Child 
can prepare a chef to make gourmet 
meals overnight. So come back for 
seconds—and linger for hours. 
You’ll savor every byte. — SJ. 

$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Mac¬ 
intosh CD-ROM) from Microsoft, 
(800) 426-9400 , (206) 882-8080. 
Circle #471 


The gridiron age 

Y ou think quarterbacks take a 
lot of shots on the football 
field? Consider photogra¬ 
phers: From the earliest days of the 
pro game in the 1920s, they’ve 



Who says too many cooks spoil the broth? Julia and friends till a software menu from soup to nuts. 
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Julia Child: 
Home Cooking 
with Master 
Chefs 











captured all the passes, runs and 
tackles on film. 75 Seasons: The 
History of the NFL takes those ac¬ 
tion-packed photos, adds in statis¬ 
tics galore and hands it all off to 
fans on one win- 

'w'wytv 2 


75 Seasons: 
The History of 
the NFL 


ning disc. 

The program 
kicks off with 
black-and-white, 
grainy newsreel 
films from the 
1920s and ’30s, 
then traces the 
league’s develop¬ 
ment right up to today’s stunning 
full-color, slow-motion television 
footage. All the legends of the 
game appear in text, audio and 



A Julia Child cook¬ 
ing CD-ROM makes 
sense, but Dom De- 
Luise? If you ques¬ 



tion the value of 


Cooking With Dom 
DeLuise—Fun, Fast 
& Healthy, just take 
his pal Burt 
Reynolds’ word for 
it: “[Dorn’s] recipes 
are fantastic. [He] is 
Julia Child in drag.” 


more than an hour 
of narrated video, 
along with the rec¬ 
ords of teams and 
players. The names 
mean almost as much to our cul¬ 
tural history as they do to the sport 
itself: Joe Namath, Jim Brown, Joe 
Montana—and, yes, O.J. Simpson. 

The program’s history lessons 
are solid: Starting with the roots of 


in NFL history (63 
yards) or see Walter 
Payton break the 
all-time record for 
rushing yardage. 

If you’re a die-hard football fan, 
this disc is a natural; if you just 
want to be able to communicate 
with someone who is, it does a 
coaching job that would make Don 
Shula proud. — C.B. 


lifestyles 

+ 

learning 



the NFL (which began as the 
American Professional Football 
Association in the early ’20s), the 
disc covers every team to compete 
in the league, observations about 
coaching innovations over seven- 
and-a-half decades, rules changes, 
the public’s growing fascination 
with the sport, and the impact of 
television on its boom. 

But the program scores best 
with its wonderful video library of 
football’s greatest moments. Over 
and over, you can watch Tom 
Dempsey kick the longest field goal 


$34.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Mac¬ 
intosh CD-ROM) from RealTime 
Sports, (800) 554-4420, (212) 
395-9800. Circle #472 


Take a rain check? It 
depends on you... 

F rom identifying cirrus clouds 
to predicting tornadoes, the 
Everything Weather CD-ROM 
from The Weather Channel offers 
a fine climate for learning about 
stormy weather. 

Meteorological mavens know 
that when it rains, most of us pre¬ 
fer to be on the 
inside looking 
out, so the disc’s 
homey design 
protects users 
from nasty ele¬ 
ments. It offers 
easy access to 




Everything 

Weather 



The outlook in Everything Weather is warm and sunny, but there’s always a chance ot storms. 
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Build Washboard Abs 


New BodyCraft Software Delivers On Promises 


Computer generated plans deliver washboard abs with a lot less effort and a lot more fun! 


TRY IT BEFORE YOU PAY A CENT. 

We want you to get results, and if you don't 
get them, we don't want your money. 



Build Washboard Abs 



BodyCraft Software 
MAKES IT HAPPEN! 



SEE 

HOW 


► 


Free Trial 


Craft Software: Here Is The 
d " Wa shboardA bs "Formula 

ivered By Modern Sports 
ice.. .The average bodybuilder goes from 
o "contest ready" in just 39 days. The 
d they use can be used by anyone... male 
nale... their simple method will be used by 
lose as much fat as you want...and to 
dashboard abs - FAST! 


e's how to got your tony:; 
■II 800-850-3777 
5k for BodyCraft Fast-Abs 
ay $4.95 for Overnight Deliv. 

nada & Overseas require additional postage) 

THE WINNING SECRET 

a fact, all the sit-ups in the world will not 
you awesome abs. The BodyCraft software 
ram is normally $59.95--but now you can 
line it free. You need BodyCraft because 
certain exercises and a proper meal-plan, 
fully prepared in a scientific manner can 
'er washboard abs. 



"I followed the 
printouts for 33 
days to get these 
results." 

- Oren David, 
Newark, Delaware 


We 1) BodyCraft Software 
you st BodyCraft east-Abs 
via St Or. Hatfields Guide 


are At special Abs Manual 
on st Powerful user Guide 

YES! The FULL WORKING 
rack Software Program Is Delivered 

can To You.. .Everything in the photo 
tec l, comes to you Airborne Express! 

“y TRY IT ALL. .FREE! 


Call AlphaSport Toll Free 24 Hours! 

1 - 800 - 850-3777 

TE#(619) 457-7773 
125 FAX (619) 457-7779 































captured all the passes, runs and 
tackles on film. 75 Seasons: The 
History of the NFL takes those ac¬ 
tion-packed photos, adds in statis¬ 
tics galore and hands it all off to 
fans 
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75 Seasons: 
The History of 
the NFL 


ning disc. 

The program 
kicks off with 
black-and-white, 


more than an hour 
of narrated video, 
along with the rec¬ 
ords of teams and 
players. The names 
mean almost as much to our cul¬ 
tural history as they do to the sport 
itself: Joe Namath, Jim Brown, Joe 
Montana—and, yes, O.J. Simpson. 

The program’s history lessons 
nth th e r oo ts of 
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in NFL history (63 
yards) or see Walter 
Payton break the 
all-time record for 
rushing yardage. 

If you’re a die-hard football fan, 
this disc is a natural; if you just 
want to be able to communicate 
with someone who is, it does a 
coaching job that would make Don 


1920s and ’ 
then traces 
league’s devf 
ment right up to today’s stun 
full-color, slow-motion televi 
footage. All the legends of 
game appear in text, audio 


Playing Dom? 

A Julia Child cook 
ing CD-ROM make 
sense, but Dom De 
Luise? If you ques 



This is the only software program that 
can (and will!) make you more healthy, 
more sexy, more incredible looking than 
you ever thought possible...READ ON! 


BodyCraft Software 


Personalized day-by-day 
printouts to build 
washboard abs. 

BodyCraft delivers 
AWESOME results in just 
35 days... 


tion the value of 
Cooking With Don 
DeLuise—Fun, Fas 
& Healthy, just tab 
his pal Burt 
Reynolds’ word foi 
it: “[Dorn’s] recipes 
are fantastic. [He] 
Julia Child in drag 
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Oren David, 

Newark, Delaware 

When it came, I used it. I 
followed the plans to the 
letter. They were easy to 
follow. I started "cutting up" 
in the first 2 weeks. At the 
end of week 4 (day 33), I 
had these abs. Without 
BodyCraft my chances of 
getting a body like this were 
zero. Using BodyCraft was 
easy and fun. 



Kelly 

St. Augustine, Florida 

My name is Kelly. Everyone 
has always told me I was 
pretty...but I was still insecure 
because of my body. My 
brother printed me a plan with 
the BodyCraft software and I 
followed it. My bodyfat 
dropped from 20% down to 
14%(and it's s.till dropping)! 
Now other girls ask me for 
advice! I wouldn't know what 
to tell them...except to follow 
the BodyCraft printouts! 


Greg Boutoures, 

San Diego, California^ 

I endorse this program. Itj 
is a cut and dried solution-1 
to getting Washboard (F 
Abs. This is a big 
package with everything 
you need... Amazing 1 
software, 3 illustrated j 
manuals written by Dr. 
Hatfield and step-by-sted 
printed plans...BodyCt 
will work for you! 






















Build Washboard Abs 


New BodyCraft Software Delivers On Promises 


Computer generated plans deliver washboard abs with a lot less effort and a lot more fun! 





Free trial 


TRY IT BEFORE YOU PAY A CENT. 

We want you to get results, and if you don't 
get them, we don't want your money. 

Done exactly as specified the BodyCraft 
Software program will cut-up your abs so 
fast you won't believe it. You'll bum 2.2 
pounds of fat off your waistline per week— 
while building abdominal muscle. You'll see 
immediate results-Guaranteed. 

COMPUTER SOFTWARE: No book or 
video can give what BodyCraft Software 
gives you-Personalized Printed Plans to 


BodyCraft Software: Here Is The 
Secret "Washboard Ahs " Formula 
Discovered By Modern Sports 
Science... The average bodybuilder goes from 
"fat" to "contest ready" in just 39 days. The 
method they use can be used by anyone... male 
or female... their simple method will be used by 
yon to lose as much fat as you want...and to 
build washboard abs - FAST! 

Here's how to get your copy: 

1. call 800-850-3777 

2. Ask for BodyCraft Fast-Abs 

3. Pay $4.95 for overnight Deliv. 

(Canada & Overseas require additional postage) 

THE WINNING SECRET 

It is a fact, all the sit-ups in the world will not 
give you awesome abs. The BodyCraft software 
program is normally $59.95-but now you can 
examine it free. You need BodyCraft because 
only certain exercises and a proper meal-plan, 
carefully prepared in a scientific manner can 
deliver washboard abs. 


BodyCraft Software delivers "computer generated" 
plans for you to build your own washboard abs! 
portion at home or at the gym in 9 
minutes. All exercises explained in 
exacting detail...and best of all-No 
Sit Ups. With your master-plan in 
hand, YOU CANNOT FAIL. 

Imagine being on the way to the 
perfect body—as soon as you call in 
for BodyCraft Software. 

No major changes in your life 
needed. You do not need to join a 
health club. Ab exercises can be 
done at home. 


"1 followed the 
printouts for 33 
days to get these 

- Oren David, 
Newark, Delaware 


THIS PROGRAM IS SO 
SIMPLE 

Try this software. It will bring you 
washboard abs. 

The meal-plan and exercises cannot 
harm you. They are proven safe. 

If the software succeeds, you will 
have sexy, washboard abs. If it 
fails.. .you have bought nothing. 


program exactly—/or it is easy to 
follow and requires no great effort 
or sacrifice on your part. 

Call. Examine this software. The 
program is yours free to try 
NOW! If you develop washboard 
abs, or are well on your 

keep 

BodyCraft Software. 
Decide now to try it 
lyou( 

tomorrow. We 


1) BodyCraft Software 
St BodyCraft Fast-Abs 
Zt Or. Hatfields Guide 


at Special Abs Manual 
St Powerful user Guide 

YES! The FULL WORKING 
Software Program Is Delivered 
To You...Everything in the photo 
comes to you Airborne Express! 

TRY IT ALL.. FREE! 

Call AlphaSport Toll Free 24 Hours! 

1-800-850-3777 

TE#(619) 457-7773 
FAX (619) 457-7779 


follow. Nothing to study. Washboard Abs 
Fast, Easy & Fun. 100% Foolproof. You 
cannot cheat this program. Just follow the 
step-by-step meal-plans and workout plans 
for 100% guaranteed success. 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 

The awesome power of WINDOWS 
allows you to achieve complete 
muscle definition! The fastest route 
possible to "amazing abs" are 
computed and graphed. The easiest 
exercises, the easiest diet. 
BodyCraft automatically calculates 
your meal-plans and your 9-minute 
workouts. It couldn't be easier. 

With this workout and diet, nothing 
can stop you from succeeding. 

STRIP 2.2 LBS OF MID¬ 
SECTION FAT PER WEEK- 
BURN OFF 8.8 LBS IN 31 DAYS! 

BodyCraft Software is a "workout 
& diet" brain and is the permanent 
answer to guesswork. When you use 
BodyCraft Software you don't think- 
-You just do the exercises and eat 
the foods. The results — washboard 
abs! BodyCraft Software uses 
proven mathematical formulas to 
create a personal workout and diet— 

100% foolproof and guaranteed! 

For every meal, a printed meal plan. 

For every week, a printed grocery 
list. For every workout, a printed 
exercise chart. Do the workout 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER : 


Ad Code: HP125 































each section, including U.S. and 
Global Climate Data books, a Help 
Manual and a magnifying glass to 
start a search. 

Although the window shows 
blue skies “outside,” tornadoes, 
thunderstorms, hurricanes and 
winter storms rage inside a snow 
globe on your desktop; buttons on 
its base call up detailed informa¬ 
tion on each type of storm. The 
sections are interesting, if not ter¬ 
ribly useful. Photos, text and 
videos offer insight for the curious, 
including footage of some of histo¬ 
ry’s most vicious storms. The im¬ 
pact is somewhat clouded, though, 
because you can’t see photos and 
read text at the same time, and the 
disc’s video clips are plagued by 
poor visibility. 

The interactive activities, such 
as the Name That Cloud game, 
won’t challenge Doom for thrills. 
And while a Forecast Connection 
lets you download current condi¬ 


tions and forecasts 
for 200 cities world¬ 
wide at 75 cents per 
call, don’t expect 
much detail: A typi¬ 
cal report includes high and low 
temperatures and a general state¬ 
ment such as “Partly cloudy.” 
Your local paper could probably 
tell you that. — S.J. 

$50 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh 
CD-ROM due next month) from The 
Weather Channel, (800) 633-2222, 
(404) 801-2102. Circle #473 

Scanning English with 
a define-tooth comb 

T oday’s kids may grow up be¬ 
lieving that a dictionary is 
nothing more than the spell¬ 
checker in their word processor. As 
this delightful CD-ROM shows, a 
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Are forecasts all wet? Check the Web 

L ong before meteorologists put computer power 
to work in forecasting the weather, The Old 
Farmer’s Almanac was watching the skies. 

The 1996 edition still makes its calls using a “secret 
formula devised in 1792.” The difference now is that 
readers can use their computers to take advantage of 
the Almanac’ s old-fashioned wisdom. 

Earlier this year, the Almanac launched a page 
on the Internet’s World Wide Web ( http://www.nj. 
com/weather), where you’ll find a series of two- to 
five-day forecasts of general conditions such as 
“Clear, seasonable” or “Rain, cool,” for which the 
Almanac claims an average accuracy rating 
of 80 percent. For the days of Oct. 3-6 in 
the New York area, its prediction of 
“Sunny, warm” was right on—for Oct. 3; 
the next two days it rained. (Although the 
lead page focuses on the Northeast, you can 
see round-the-clock, hourly updates on the 
weather in 25 U.S. cities.) 

Happily, the interactive section of the Al¬ 
manac on the Web retains some of the 
homespun touch that’s so identified with its 
print edition. After all, can you imagine 
asking the National Weather Service (which is also 
on-line, at http://www.nws.noaa.gov/) how to get rid 
of bugs in houseplants? (“Push a clove of garlic into 
the plant’s soil,” if you’re interested.) That was a 
Question of the Day chosen by the Almanac edi¬ 
tors—they answer one a day, tackling anything from 
history to, of course, the weather. — Steven Korn 



that, with defini¬ 
tions, histories and 
derivations, pronun¬ 
ciations, grammatical forms, and 
syntactical and idiomatic clues. 

True, there’s little flash in this 
disc; it forgoes videos, sound clips 


HI 1 —1 

Er W- 


^assai-=s,[ 

^71 k 


and colorful graphics for solid infor¬ 
mation—and plenty of it. Meniam- 
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Merriam- 
Webster's 
Collegiate 
Dictionary and 
Collegiate 
Thesaurus 


Webster’s Colle¬ 
giate Dictionary 
and Collegiate 
Thesaurus (both 
contained on a 
single CD-ROM) 
pack more than 
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160,000 entries, 
plus 130,000 an¬ 
tonyms, synon¬ 
yms, idioms, re¬ 
lated words and 
comparisons of 
usage. A utility 
called M-W Link 
even lets you check on words in 
other Windows applications. 

The software enables fast, pow¬ 
erful searches if you install it all on 
your hard drive—but you’ll need 28 
megabytes of space to do so; as little 
as 2 MB will let you run the pro¬ 
gram from the disc itself. — C.B. 

$69.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Mac¬ 
intosh CD-ROM) from Merriam- 
Webster, (800) 201-5029, (413) 
734-3134. Circle #474 


Catch-as-catch-Kanji 

L ong winter evenings lend them¬ 
selves to study—so what better 
time to satisfy a yen to learn 
Japanese? You’ll need all the time 
you can get to master the fundamen¬ 
tals of reading and wilting this com¬ 
plex language. But two new software 

Illustration by Kathryn Adams 



























This is easy. 




Begin with 


ordinary letter, 
school report, 
flyer, etc. 



□ Print out a great 
looking document 
with sharper, true 
color results—all for 
only $249. 


B Drag and drop 


your photo 
anywhere with 
EasyPhoto software 
(included!). 


With the EasyPhoto Reader, it’s easy to personalize whatever you 
create on your computer—with your own photos. With just a press 
of a button, EasyPhoto Reader copies your photo into your computer 
automatically. Crop, resize, rotate—even remove red-eye in the Photo 
Workshop. Drag and drop those photos into almost any application. 
Unique ClearScan™ and ClearPrint™ technologies give your photos 
truer colors and sharper details on any inkjet or laserprinter. Want to 
see for yourself? You can set up everything—including installing the 
software—in about two minutes (there isn’t even any extra board to 
install). Everything’s included for only $249. (Mac available for $259). 
It’s never been easier to create more memorable letters, invitations, flyers—just about anything—with 
your own photos.To get an EasyPhoto Reader, just ask your retailer or call 800-275-5734 to order. 


Call 

800 - 275-5734 
for a FREE 
trial CD! 



EasyPhoto Reader 


The easiest way to get your photos into a computer! 


‘The results are nothing 
short of stunning.” 

PC Magazine 
















Bob hopeless? 

R emember Bob, the 
“hard-working, 
easy-going soft¬ 
ware everyone will use”? 
No? Judging by the lack of 
attention paid to the Mi¬ 
crosoft “social interface” in 
recent months, we can for¬ 
give the lapse. After an ini¬ 
tial sales burst at the pro¬ 
gram’s launch last March, 
Bob hasn’t exactly made 
himself at home with many 
software buyers. 

According to PC Data, 
the software sales-tracking 
firm in Reston, Va., only 
about 20,000 copies of Bob 
were sold in its first five 


• I 



months. (Microsoft’s Encar- 
ta sold nearly 85,000 units 
during the same period.) 

But Microsoft claims to 
be standing by its man. As 
a bonus, the software now 
ships with Great Greet¬ 
ings, a program designed 
to let you send cards and 
invitations directly from 
your computer; other add¬ 
on lures are also available. 
Still, when you ask folks at 
Microsoft headquarters to 
put on a happy interface, 
odds are it’ll be Windows 
95. — Keith Kirkpatrick 


programs can at least 
make it easier for 
you to get started. 

To fully under¬ 
stand the Japanese 
language, you must first learn the 
two styles of Kana—written phonetic 
characters, each representing a sylla¬ 
ble. These are covered by the Kana- 
kun program. But 
you’ll also need 
to study Kanji 
characters, which 
represent whole 
words (sometimes 
several at once); 
Volume 1 of the 
Kantaro software, the first in a 
planned series, covers 200 of the 
2,000 or so Kanji characters that 
are currently in use. 



Luckily, learning the software 
isn’t nearly as complicated as 
learning the language; both pro¬ 
grams use a simple, button-driven 
interface sprinkled with a few 
pull-down menus. 

The first group of Kana lessons 
explains how to recognize each 
Kana by its strokes and pronuncia¬ 
tion. You’ll find a matching game, 
a flash-card-like section, and Kana 
Writer, which lets you view a 
stroke-by-stroke animation of each 


character, hear it 
pronounced and 
then practice draw¬ 
ing it yourself (you’ll 
be better off doing 
this on paper than trying it with 
your mouse). The next set of 
lessons includes several exercises 
that teach you to form words. 

Once you progress to Kantaro 
(probably a matter of days, not 
months), you’ll find the Discoverer 
module, in which picture and word 
mnemonics teach you to quickly 
recognize and remember basic 
Kanji definitions. 

While the programs do a good 
job of teaching beginning Japan¬ 
ese, they’re also simplistic, with te¬ 
dious elevator music and silly 
sound effects. And although the 
combination of Kana-kun and 
Kantaro will get you off to a good 
start, the grammar, etiquette, sub¬ 
tle nuances and complete vocabu¬ 
lary of the language aren’t covered 
here. For that, perhaps you’ll have 
to wait for the sun to rise on an¬ 
other long, cold winter. — S.J. 

$59, Kana-kun; $129, Kantaro, Vol. 
1 (Windows CD-ROM) from Pacific 
Software Publishing, (800) 232- 
3989, (206) 562-1224. Circle #475 

Parks guide may test 
your better nature 

I f it’s never too soon to start plan¬ 
ning a summer vacation, Tour of 
USA National Parks, which of¬ 
fers detailed text and a top-notch 
search feature, can plant some 
ideas in your head. Unfortunately, 


lifestyles 

+ 

learning 


Kana-kun/ 
Kantaro, Vol. 1 



Tour of USA National Parks gives you only an occasional peak at the pretty scenery. 
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Create a 


living 


hearth 


D-ROM-and-book bundles 
i, and leisure & lifestyle from 
America's best-known experts. 

Whip up a luscious summer brunch, nurture breathtaking 
pastel blooms, or spruce up your home — 
whatever your fancy, there's a CD-ROM-and-book bundle 
combination to guide you through with pictures, 
video, narrated instructions, printable plans, and 
much, much more! 


cal weekend: 


Curl up with an inspiring book or pop the CD-ROM into 
your computer to enjoy the irresistible sights and sounds 
of multimedicji Based on the richest resources from 
renowned hrfme and hobby experts, like Better Homes 
and Garder^® Multicom's how-to titles are designed to 
make creapve people feel right at home! 

Buld the lifestyle you've always 
the| hundreds of ideas and hours 
in each title. 


Available at Software Retailer near you or call 1-800-850-7272 for the software dealer near you. 



























the disc will disappoint anyone ex¬ 
pecting visually enticing tours of 
our majestic national resources. 

For those interested in visiting 
one of the 20 well-known sites 
covered in the Armchair Visits sec¬ 
tion, detailed text descriptions are 
clear, concise and informative, 
with useful tips 
and details. You 
can also conduct 
searches to find 
campgrounds all 
across the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

But otherwise, 
only the barest descriptions will 
come up for the country’s remain¬ 
ing parks, historic sites and nation¬ 
al monuments. And while the disc 
calls itself “multimedia,” the small 
photos rarely convey the subjects’ 
grandeur, and the video clips and 
audio narration are scant. 

The biggest problem, however, 
isn’t so much the superficial con¬ 
tent as your route to it. Reading 
through the text, you see the words 
“Click here to see picture,” “Click 
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Tour of USA 
National Parks 

Travel 


here for audio” or 
“Click here to view 
video.” The result is 
annoying and te¬ 
dious, a process 
that’s just no picnic to use. — S.J. 

$9.99 (Windows CD-ROM) from 
CDRP, (617) 494-5330. Circle #476 


Renaissance man 

T o remember Leonardo da 
Vinci only as an artist—even 
one who created such singu¬ 
lar masterpieces as the Mona 
Lisa —is to do a disservice to one 
of history’s greatest thinkers. In¬ 
tent on blending science and art, 
Leonardo was a lifelong student 
of nature who filled his journals 
with observations, dreams, con¬ 
jectures and conclusions about the 
world around him, as well as 
sketches and notes for scores of 
mechanical devices. Half a millen¬ 
nium ahead of his time, Leonardo 
predicted such developments as 


the drawbridge, an 
armored tank and a 
diving suit. 

Certainly, Leo¬ 
nardo would have 
been fascinated by the CD-ROM, 
which can store almost as much in¬ 
formation as his nimble mind did. 
Leonardo, the Inventor brings to 
the screen a variety of sketches 
from the original journals for a de¬ 
tailed look at nearly two dozen in¬ 
ventions. Some are humorous in 



retrospect; for instance, Leonardo 
believed his “walking buoys” would 
let a person hike across a body of 
water. But many are remarkably as¬ 
tute, such as his plans for the para- 
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Find Your Ancestors FAST 


Family Tree Maker™ Deluxe Edition 

does more than print family trees. 
It includes an index of more than 
100 MILLION names that helps you 
find your ancestors. Now, you can create 
a lasting record of your family history! 

Who Are You Related To? 

Like most people, Derek Erb thought 
researching his family history would 
be time-consuming. That is, until he 
discovered Family Tree Maker with the 
FamilyFinder™ Index... It lists the 
names of more than 100 million people 
who appear in centuries of state and 
federal records. 

“An Explosion of Information” 

With the FamilyFinder, Derek easily 
found names of 40 ancestors. While 
the actual records are far too vast 
to be included on this one CD, the 
FamilyFinder did tell Derek exactly 
where he could find more information 
about each relative listed. 

Instead of searching through a library, Derek 
purchased these records from us. We have 
over 50 fact-filled CDs to choose from. 


Using the CD records, Derek expanded 
his family tree by three generations. Derek 
called it “an explosion of information!” 

Heirloom-Quality Family Trees 

In seconds, you too can discover your 
ancestors. Add these names and facts 
together with what you already know 
about your family. Then, Family Tree 
Maker will automatically print your 
family tree in a variety of beautiful styles. 
And they’re perfect for framing, too! 

Multimedia Family Albums and More 

Family Tree Maker also stores photos, 
video, audio, scanned documents, and 
even your cherished family stories. 
It creates calendars, labels, and more! 
Don’t miss the chance to preserve your 
family history - Order Today! 


$69.99 New Version 3.0! 

Plus shipping & tax. CD-ROM 

For Windows® 3.1 and Windows 95 
Call 8 800-474-8696 and ask for 851 

90-day money back guarantee - no questions asked. 

Sold at software stores everywhere or call us direct. 

^Broderbund 

Banner Blue Division 
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Do your kids spend too much time 
playing games on the computer? 


Mine did. That’s why I got together with a star 
I programmer to create Time's Up!™ parental control software 
I for the PC. Time’s Up! enables parents to establish time lim¬ 
its for their children’s use of games and other programs in 
I Windows. 

Give kids a curfew on the Information Superhighway. 

I Time’s Up! also permits time limits and blockout periods for 
l the Internet when parents can’t be present to assure that 
[ their children don’t wander off limits when “surfing the net.” 

! Easy-to-use. Totally flexible. 

[ Time’s Up! is designed so that even parents who are inexperi- 
I enced with the PC can set limits for their family without anx- 
I iety. Each child can have an individual setup. Want shorter 
I limits on school days than weekends or vacations? No prob- 
I lem. Want to keep the eight year-old from using the violent 
[ CD-ROM your fifteen year-old loves? No problem. Want to 
I limit the time kids spend on the pay-as-you-go online ser- 
I vices? Again, no problem with Times Up! 

[ Each family member selects a private password which 
I Time's Up! recognizes when they begin using the computer. 

TICK Toe k t»CK t OCk (^) t»CK Tock 

CIRCLE READER £ 


Press a “hot key” and users can check their current limits 
and see exactly how much of their time has been used. If 
children get immersed in a game and lose track of time. 
Time’s Up! gently reminds them two minutes before their 
time limit is up. For the stubborn child who refuses to finish 
playing when the time limit expires, Time’s Up! exits the child 
from the game and restricts the child’s access to that game and 
all other applications subject to the time limit. 

Time’s Up! does more! 

At any time, parents can view and print a report which details 
the applications each family member has used and how long 
each application was used. 


To order Time’s Up! call toll-free: 

1-800-TIMES-UP 

Mention offer code 115C for the special 
introductory price: $39.95 plus $3.95 shipping 
and handling. Visa/MC. 30 day money-back 
guarantee. 

DMFS'w #!' 

by The Fresh Software Company 

2100 Salzedo Street, Suite 300, Coral Gables, Florida 33134 

RVICE NUMBER 33 















chute and the 
helicopter. 

Three-dimen¬ 
sional animation 
attempts to dem¬ 
onstrate some 
of the machines 
Leonardo envi¬ 
sioned in action, 
but these drawings don’t really do 
them justice. Still, like the master’s 
own work, Leonardo, the Inventor 
usually has the right idea. — C.B. 

$49.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Mac¬ 
intosh CD-ROM) from Future Vi¬ 
sion Multimedia, (800) 472-8777, 
(914) 426-0400. Circle #477 

Past times, but not 
much fun 

H istory is a popular topic for 
CD-ROM publishers, which 
display a seemingly endless 
ability to create new discs devoted 
to old news. Unfortunately, many 


of their efforts end 
up delivering more 
dazzle than depth. 

Compton’s Encyclo¬ 
pedia of American 
History sets out to right the bal¬ 
ance with a huge stockpile of 
facts. Need the complete text of 
the Mayflower Compact? It’s here. 
How about the Equal Rights 
Amendment? Or the Declaration 
of War on Japan in World War II? 
The program contains the full text 
of more than 300 historic docu¬ 
ments, and serves up all 32 chap¬ 
ters of McGraw-Hill’s college-level 
text, American History: A Survey. 

Rut such encyclopedic entries 



exact a price for the 
viewer. It’s one thing 
to have too much 
multimedia in a seri¬ 
ous reference work; 
it’s another problem altogether to 
have too little. Granted, the text 
contains links to more than 3,000 
images, some 12 hours of audio 
and video clips, 
and 60 historical 
maps. Rut it just 
isn’t as flashy as 
other recent re¬ 
leases from this 
publisher; the 
1996 edition of 
the Compton’s 
Interactive En¬ 
cyclopedia, for 
instance, does a 
far better job at finding a happy 
medium between inspiration and 
information. — C.B. 

$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM) from 
Compton’s NewMedia, (800) 284- 
2045, (619) 929-2500. Circle 
#478 • 


Leonardo, the 
Inventor 

llioftniplty, 
art, history 


lifestyles 

+ 

learning 


^^ 1/2 


Compton's 
Encyclopedia 
ol American 
History 

History. 


OmniForm. The EASIEST way to make YOUR paper forms ELECTRONIC! 



OmniForm creates an electronic version 
of your form automatically! 



OmniForm 
converts your 
ing forms into electronic format. Just 
scan or fax your form into your PC-now 
it’s electronic, maintaining the look and 
feel of your original form. With 
OmniForm it’s that easy! 

Using Logical Form Recognition and 
Caere's OmniPage OCR technology, 
OmniForm automatically creates a data¬ 
base tailored specifically to your form. 
You can also use the easy tool set to edit 
your forms, complete with fonts and 
graphics. 

Entering information is easy too. 
OmniForm performs calculations, vali¬ 


dates entries and stores everything, automat¬ 
ically. You can search and sort for easy 
information access and import and 
export your information with other 
popular data¬ 
bases. Now that 
your forms are 
electronic you >-■ 

r^rpt I To ORDER 

printed forms i Call NOW 
or e-mail them 1 800-223-7346 

to others in ' r 


OmniForm-the f 
easy electronic i 
forms solution. 1 


Available at EggHead Stores Everywhere 


$199 

(Suggested Retail $349) | 


OmniForm. 

Your Forms, Electronic - Fast. 


cat 
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’ll also remember their 


The friendly 
keyboard. The 
colorful screen. 
The interactive 

For ages one to six. stor ies. 

They’re all part of the first step in an exciting j 
new adventure for your children, called the 
Comfy Activity Center. 


The world’s first interactive learning center for 
r kids, ages one to six. It plugs right into your home 
computer, and runs with a series of interactive 
software stories. 

The Comfy Activity Center will enrich your child’s 
i educational experience as they explore the world of 
* colors and shapes. The meaning of friendship and 
sharing. The magic of music and sound. 















It will take them to a new level of 
learning, open up possibilities they’ve 
never dreamed of, and help them 
develop the 

skills they’ll need for the rest of 
their lives. To find the 
retailer nearest you, call 
1-800-99-COMFY. 


We make learning very Comfy. 
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Dr. SEUSS lives on with ABCD-ROM! 







i 


1C CD-ROM compilation copyi 


As a book, you loved 
Dr. Seuss’s ABC. 

Now on CD-ROM, 
your children will live it. 

The power of multimedia 
brings new life 
to the wild, wacky, wonderful 
world of Dr. Seuss. 


As children click their way 
through the alphabet, 
they’ll interact with more 
than 600 animated words 
that take them from Aunt Annie’s 
amazing alligator all the way 
to the zany Zizzer-Zazzer-Zuzz. 

Dr. Seuss’s ABC on CD-ROM 
was developed by Living Books, 
the best-selling publisher 
of children’s electronic storybooks 
and winner of over 60 awards 
of excellence. 

Available for Windows® 95, 
Windows 3.1, and Macintosh 
wherever software or books are sold. 
Or call 1-800-776-4724 today 
and mention code #728. 


How children learn to love reading. 



Ages 3-7 

Builds letter recognition 
and phonic skills. 
Increases vocabulary. 
















“This product 
has great quality 
and graphics... 
I’m proud to be 
associated with it! 
Now I’ve even 
become a video 
game freak!” 

Alexi Lalas, 

Sports Overnight Update 


Alexi Lalas, the legendary US World Cup soccer sensation, delivers all of his amazing 
athletic and musical talents to this multimedia packed sports title! Alexi will have you in 
stitches as he narrates this intense soccer action with real time, play-by-play commentary, 
just like you were watching it on TV! All of this plus Alexi Lalas’ 
own music CD included inside! 

For more information call: (800) UBI-SOFT 


1995 UBI SOFT ENTERTAINMENT, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. WEB: http://www.ubisoft. 
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BY CAROL ELLISON 


In interactive games. 
Sesame Street opens 
to two-way traffic 

T hat’s where Bert and Ernie 
live!” 9-year-old Victoria 
squealed with delight when 
her younger brother, Joseph, 
clicked on the door to drop in on 
Sesame Street’s dynamic duo. 

"Jo-Jo, what do you want to 
play, the radio or the Shape-a- 
Matic game?” she asked, consider¬ 
ing the choice of games offered by 
their gracious hosts. 

"I want to play it by myself,” 
Joseph, 6, insisted. 

Not much chance of that. All the 
young testers in the HomePC Kids’ 
Lab eagerly crowded around the 
mouse and jockeyed for position to 
get a crack at Sesame Street Let¬ 
ters, one of three new software pro¬ 
grams drawing on the characters 
and techniques that made Sesame 
Street such a landmark in chil¬ 
dren’s television. Letters and Let’s 
Make a Word, sold separately, pro¬ 
vide a hearty introduction to letter 
and word-building skills; the third 
program, Numbers, introduces kids 
to counting and simple math. 

In Let’s Make a Word, kids can 
invite Big Bird, Oscar the Grouch or 
one of four other Sesame Street pals 
on a game-show set to go to a "re¬ 
mote” location: a farm, a park, a 
restaurant or a construction site. 
When they arrive, the character 
leads them in letter and sound 
games full of entertaining surprises. 

At the farm, for instance, Big 
Bird may ask the kids to find 
something that begins with B; if 


they click on the barn, a pig races 
into the silo, then shoots into the 
air as if he were in a rocket. When 
players choose a bale of straw, Big 
Bird reminds them that "Straw be¬ 
gins with the sound strrr.'" 

In the Letters and Numbers pro¬ 
grams, kids click 
on the doors of 
Sesame Street 
apartments to see 
what their PC 
playmates are up 
to: They’ll find a 
sound and letter 
game in Snuf- 
falupagus’s cave, 
for instance, and 
Big Bird itching 
to join them for a 
rhyming game. 
Joseph chose 


to play Shape-a-Matic with Bert and 
Ernie. He clicked on everything in 
their house, turning each object into 
a square, then a triangle, then a cir¬ 
cle. After each click, Bert or Ernie 
announced, "It’s shaped like a 
square!” (or "triangle!” or “cir¬ 
cle!”). Amused, Joseph clicked on 
Bert himself—but before the charac¬ 
ters could speak, Joseph announced, 
“Bert, you’re a triangle! Now I’m 
going to turn you into a square.” 

“Did you have fun with Bert and 
Ernie?” the narrator inquired as 
Joseph clicked the door to leave. 

“Yeaaahhhr he exclaimed. 

As if anyone really had to ask... 

$39.95 (i mrious CD-ROM formats) 
from Creative Wonders, (800) 245- 
4525, (415) 572-2787. Circle #525 


Friendly ghost stories 

I t’s debatable whether Casper: 
Brainy Book really helps kids build 
the 1,500-word vocabulary it 
promises—that’s a tall order for any 
book or software program. And 
when the disc’s puzzles, match game 
and word game count character 
names like “Uncle Stinkie” among 
its vocabulary list, it seems the pro¬ 
gram’s more apt to prepare a child 
for Wheel of Fortune than school. 

Still, the kids who played with 
the Casper disc fovmd it to be spir- 



On Let’s Make a Word, kids choose a celebrity partner, pick a site and go for valuable surprises. 




Sesame Street: 
Let’s Make 
a Word/ 
Letters/ 
Numbers 
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ited fun. Brainy Book 
borrows its plot (but 
no video) from last 
summer’s hit movie 
Casper. Kat and her 
ghost-chasing father, Dr. Harvey, 
move into old Whipstaff Manor to 
determine if it’s haunted. It is—by 
Casper and his three wacky uncles, 
Stretch, Fatso and Stinkie. 

The story unfolds on 12 elec¬ 
tronic pages, each of which invites 
,, kids into en- 


kid 

raves 



in, kids can click 
a goofy game. 

“Oooo/i. What was that?” asked 
Laura, 6, when she clicked on a 
pillar. 


“I don’t want to 
know,” replied her sis¬ 
ter, Cara, 10. “Some 
kind of gunk.” 

Four-year-old Kyle 
plugged his fingers into his ears 
when the ghosts appeared, because, 
he said with a shiver. “I don’t want 
to hear them say ‘5oo/’” 



But most of the children in the 
HomePC Kids’ Lab made the pro¬ 
gram a frequent haunt. 

“It’s my favorite!” declared 
Budy, 4, as he returned to Casper 
for the third time in a row. 


“Is it scary?” Laura’s mother 
asked her daughter. 

“/Vooooo,” Laura said knowing¬ 
ly. “This is fun!” 

$29.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh 
CD-ROM) from Knowledge Adventure, 
(800) 542-4240, (818) 542-4200. Cir¬ 
cle #526 


Fond memories, but 
Etch-A-Sketch draws 
a blank on the PC 

C ool. Cool. Cool.” That’s all 
6-year-old Laura could say 
as she waited to play with 
Etch-A-Sketch. And indeed, what’s 
cooler than a toy that lets kids coax 
line drawings seemingly out of 
nowhere with a couple of twists of 
the wrist? 

There was one big difference for 
Laura, though: She was waiting 


Inside the Kids’ Lab: Software that takes the right coarse 

L et’s face it: From a kid’s point of view, adults just don’t know what’s funny. We 
grown-ups blush at belches instead of giggling, and we’re more likely to clean 
up gross and slimy spills than appreciate their goofiness. After more than a 
year of working with dozens of youngsters in the HomePC Kids’ Lab, we’ve accepted 
the obvious: Children are tickled by things we’ll never understand. 

This month, the kids aped Jay Alexander’s shrieky voice in Learn the Art of Magic 
endlessly—never mind that it sounded like fingernails on a blackboard to any adult 
within earshot. Goo dripping through an hourglass in Casper: Brainy 
Book clicked marvelously with kids at the mouse, while snakes drew 
snickers in Kiyeko and the Lost Night. And players preferred punctuat¬ 
ing scripts in Hollywood with noxious noises to periods and commas. 

But adults shouldn’t dismiss software as frivolous just because it 
uses broad humor. Such elements often have a serious purpose: to 
engage kids who would otherwise tune out the lessons at hand. Spon¬ 
taneous animation and gross sound effects can spell the difference 
between pretty good software and really great software if it keeps kids involved. 

Take it from the experts: the kids themselves. We do, and we extend hearty thanks 
to those who worked—and played—to produce this month’s reviews: Gabriel Ayache, 
Joseph and Victoria Baston, Laura and Cara Forte, Diana Garber, Jennifer Garber, 
Abbe Goldberg, Benjamin Herman, Alex Hyman, Lauren Mahon, Jason Marder, Kyle 
Melnick, Janine Ramaden, Lauren Spoto, Rudy Sulamonte, Thomas Volpe and David 
Wasley. Thanks also to Kids’ Lab assistant Karen Garber, teacher Yolanda Callendar, 
and Ann Erbes, director of CMP Publications’ Child Care Center. — C.E. 
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New Moviel3ooks™ Entertain - While They Educate. 

All children fall in love with family movies and storybooks. 

And children who use computers fall in love with fun activities 
on CD-ROM. 


Now Sound Source Interactive combines the best of all three in 
one captivating learning tool. Read, click, explore, imagine, laugh 
and learn - that’s what Interactive MovieBooks™ are all about. 


Just pop in one of our new CD’s and your little adventurer begins 
exploring a 3-D environment complete with a 50-page storybook, 
video footage from the movie, animations, quizzes, puzzles, games, 
music and sound effects, No other interactive reading product 
brings the stories so vividly to life! 


MovieBooks are ideal for children 4 and up. Look for the complete MovieBook library 
wherever innovative computer products are sold, or call 1-500-077-4775. 


SOUND SOURCE INTERACTIVE • 2965 E. Hillcrest Dr. Suite A, Westlake Village, CA 91362 • 600-877-4778 

Distributed Exclusively by Acclaim Distribution, Inc., One Acclaim Plaza, Glen Cove, NY 11542 


Sales: (800) 877-4778 • Information: (80S) 494-9996 • Fax: (805) 495-0016 • Internet: ssi@cris.com 
America Online: ssi online@aol.com • CompuServe: 75361.1S44@compuserve.com • World Wide Web: http://www.cris.com/-ssi/ 

Babe: A Little Pig Goei A Long Way; ™ & © 1995 U.C.S. Little Rascals; © 1995 U.C.S. & Amblin™, King World. 

CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 175 











not for the familiar 
plastic toy, but for 
the PC version—and 
unfortunately, Etch- 
A-Sketch’s transition 
seems a little rough around the 
edges. The old Etch-A-Sketch 
works because of its simplicity— 
but simplicity hinders the multi- 
i k media version. 

W W _ Laura’s enthu¬ 

siasm waned after 
she’d played the 
six games offered 
in the program, 
each of which is 
displayed with¬ 
in the familiar 
Etch-A-Sketch frame and has as 
many as four variations. Kids can 
create their own designs, trace col¬ 
oring book images, draw their way 
through mazes, and construct build¬ 
ings and scenes by clicking on the 
two “knobs” in the bottom comers 
of the frame. Although the pro¬ 
gram’s got plenty of activities, 
there’s none of the clip art, silly 
sound effects and magic erasers that 
kids love in creativity programs. 

Some Etch-A-Sketch games are 
unusually well structured, hi a trav¬ 
el game, for instance, players can 
direct planes and cars to destina¬ 
tions listed on the screen (states, 
countries and cities) only in a cer¬ 
tain order; doing so helps kids learn 
proper geography. 

That said, some of our testers 
could have used more structure in 
certain spots. It can take a bit of 
parental encouragement and super¬ 
vision to get the kids to use the 
program productively. 

Laura discovered that negotiat¬ 
ing the mazes wasn’t challenging at 
all if she just ignored the path and 
made a beeline to the finish; nothing 
in the program required her to find 
her way through the maze. So in¬ 
stead of guiding her vehicle through 


kid 

raves 



the labyrinth, she sim¬ 
ply cut across the 
grassy medians. T 
win,” she declared. “I 
cheated. Look! I was a 
cheater!” That’s probably not the 
kind of creativity the inventors of 
Etch-A-Sketch had in mind. 

$29.95 (Windows CD-ROM) from Screen 
Magic, (415) 648-8056. Circle #527 


Jack of all trades, 
master of none 

T he box for Jack’s House em¬ 
phasizes the “positive and 
nurturing, non-violent, ag¬ 
gression-free” content you’ll find 
inside—it is, the manufacturer 
says, “a game of learning wonder 
and discovery.” And just in case 


Learning: 6 TV spin-offs to watch tor 

tudies show that kids who grow up around 
^ computers spend more time at the keyboard 
k y than they do in front of the TV. But of course, 
television continues to influence all their activities, 
PC included—and that’s not necessarily a bad 
thing. Computer software based on popular TV 
shows can spur a child’s interest in subjects he or 
she might otherwise ignore; TV shows based on PC 
programs can make time spent in front of the tube 
that much more fun —and educational. 

Scholastic’s popular educational se¬ 
ries, The Magic School Bus (see page 
128 in our “Holiday Gift Guide”), in¬ 
vites young computer users to join 
zany teacher Ms. Frizzle and her stu¬ 
dents for exciting on-screen adven¬ 
tures. The Sesame Street gang inhab¬ 
its a number of fun, fact-filled 
software programs (the latest of which 
are reviewed on page 411). And The 
Discovery Channel’s hit series about 
everyone’s favorite masticating marine 
predators, Shark Week , is dipping into the PC soft¬ 
ware waters with Sharks! An Interactive Journey 
($49.95, various CD-ROM formats, from The Discov¬ 
ery Channel, 800-762-2189). All three programs let 
children explore and learn about topics that interest 
and excite them in a familiar environment. 

Now, with the boom in multimedia software, the 
PC is influencing television, too. Broderbund Soft¬ 
ware’s venerable Carmen Sandiego was one of the 
first PC programs to be spun off into TV shows. This 
fall, two new software characters, Hyperman (The 
Adventures of Hyperman, $39.95, Windows CD- 
ROM, from IBM Multimedia Publishing Studio, 800- 
898-8842) and Madeline (Madeline and the Magnifi¬ 
cent Puppet Show, $39.95, Windows CD-ROM, 
Macintosh CD-ROM, from Creative Wonders, 800- 
543-9778) starred in interactive 
CD-ROMs just as their shows pre¬ 
miered on Saturday-morning TV. 

Steve Bennett is co-author of Kick 
the TV Habit: 365 TV-Free Activi¬ 
ties You Can Do With Your Child. 
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The Game 

Where You are the Endangered 
Species. 




Communicate via satellite using the 
innovative Travicom workstation 


CONGO: THE MOVIE™ Descent into Zinj. The adventure 
begins where the movie left off. 

Get ready for this heart-stopping jungle adventure that drops yoii 
head-long into the heart of the African Congo. On this all-new expedi¬ 
tion, you'll battle mutant adversaries with your high-tech weapons and 
solve mind-bending puzzled as you search for diamonds hidden deep 




within the Lost City of Zinj. An experience so real, you'll be lost in 
the jungle forever! 

First-person action- 

,1 ^ , adventure experience. 


Dazzling spe¬ 
cial effects and 
cinematic 3D 
graphics! 


Immerse yourself in stunning 30 graphici 


High-action 
sequences and 
a multitude of 
adversaries. 


Immerse your¬ 
self in over 100 puzzles 
and 100 locations. 


For more information call (800) 469-2539 
or visit your local software retailer. 

Call (800) 771-3772 for 
information on Game ratings. 


Use futuristic high-tech weapons ir 
search for the legendary diamonds 


Mso Coming November '95 
on Videocassette 


CONGO THE MOVIE 


VIACOM 

newmcmn,. 






you didn’t get the 
point, instead of using 
its “Read Me” file to 
warn you of the tech¬ 
nical glitches you 
might find inside, which most such 
files do, the publisher of Jack’s 
House takes the opportunity to 
once again declare how dedicated it 
is to producing a wholesome pro¬ 
gram for kids—something that lit¬ 
erally goes without saying for most 
every preschool software publisher 
around. 

Thus assured of the program’s 
good intentions, we meet Jack, a 
lovable boy who invites players to 
look around his house. Each of its 


raves 


games and showed 
Jack the door. 



★ ★ 


Jack's House 

Ages 2 to 8 


rooms, and its backyard and gar¬ 
den, holds activities such as drying 
a duck, dressing paper dolls, 
counting stars and planets, color¬ 
ing and playing 
with the alpha¬ 
bet book. 

“C is for cat¬ 
erpillar,” said 
Abbe, 6, as she 
jumped around 
in the alphabet 
on the screen, found the matching 
letters and typed them in. “Now 
where’s D? Oh, there it is,” she 
said. “E is for Earth, F is for 
flower,” she said, before conclud¬ 
ing, “This is so easy—I’m going 
back to coloring.” 

Like a number of children’s pro¬ 
grams these days, this one tries to be 
too many things to too many kids. 
The software says its activities are 
geared for players ages 2 to 8, but 
there are huge differences in skills 
within that range—many activities 
will frustrate the youngest users, 
while others will bore older ones. 

In our tests, Jack’s House 
played best with 3- and 4-year- 
olds. Like Abbe, other 5- and 6- 
year-olds quickly tired of the 


$34.95 (Windows, Win¬ 
dows CD-ROM) from 
Kids Count, (800) 543-7345, (708) 
272-9766. Circle #528 


Not for tots 

W ith its colorful cartoon 
graphics, goofy characters 
and four “rooms” open 
for play, Corel’s Wild 
Board Games made a de¬ 
lightful first impression 
on kids in our Lab. 

“It looks like Chuck E. 

Cheese!” declared 4-year- 
old Janine. 

Unfortunately, looking 
was about all Janine could 
do—the game suffers 
from a grossly unrealistic 
age rating. Four-year-olds 
can barely grasp the ba¬ 
sics of checkers, much less 
the strategies required to 
play the other games on 
the disc: snakes and lad¬ 
ders, reversi, and chess. 

Simple games de¬ 
signed for the tykes are 
here, but hard to find; 
they’re hidden behind 
objects, and it takes some 
serious exploration with 
the mouse to uncover 
them. More often, click¬ 
ing around the screen 
turns up one of the pro- 


way to a compu- 
ter opponent nei¬ 
ther alive nor 
very lively. 

$39.95 (Windows 
CD-ROM, Mac¬ 
intosh CD-ROM) 
from Corel Sys¬ 
tems, (800) 772-6735, (613) 728- 
8200. Circle #529 


Let’s do launch 



V» 
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gram 


i 1,500 animations. 


The disc plays best 
when older brothers and sisters join 
younger siblings to help puzzle out 



isiting Hollywood 
on the PC for the 
first time, four of 
our young experts gath¬ 
ered around the computer 
screen over a storyboard 
like veteran script doctors. 
Jennifer, 9, watched as 
Diana, 13, gave Alex and 
David, both 10, pointers 
on how to pick characters 
L'' u .AreJDjB and set up special effects. 

Within an hour, they'd 
'. i created J.J., a hippie dog 

who sat at the front of a 
classroom, munching on 
french fries, burping and 
admonishing the class to 
“get out your books and 
start crackin 

, “You win the Academy 

Award!” Jennifer de¬ 
clared when they clicked 
t0 P^ a y back their cre- 

* ation and J.J. spoke in a 

J nerdy digitized voice. 

Hollywood is writing 

program that gives kids 
tools to create a screen¬ 
play, position any of 11 characters 
in eight poses, assign them one of 
17 emotional “looks,” give them 
any of 11 hobbies, and make them 
speak in one of 26 voices. 

Kids can bring all the settings, 
characters, props and sound effects 
together as they write; clicking 
on any selection incorporates it in- 
... to the storyline. 


the challenges. But as with its prede¬ 
cessor, Wild Card Games (see Kid 
Raves, August 1995), only one child 
can play at a time—so any opportu¬ 
nity for social interaction gives 
































Full Throttle scorches the screen Hire an exhaust pipe on an exposed leg. 
You’re Ben - deserted, left for dead and framed for murder. You’ll do anything to 
clear your name, tiire running big rigs off the road at 100 mph. find if a few 
butt-ugly IiiJrers get the crap Jricfred out of them in the process, hey, that’s life. 
It’s big bad bilies, big bad gangs in a big bad world. It’s Full Throttle. 
Where the courtroom is the street, and the judge is a tire iron. 


Fall TOrotfle ' anil ©1384 Lrasflrts Entertainment Companq. flit llipts Reserved. Used Under Ruttiorization. 
Use lucasflrts lop is a registered trademarh of LucasRrts Entertainment Companq. 
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characters will say it,” 

Diana explained. “If 
you don’t like the 
character’s voice, you 
can change that, too.” 

But kids in the Lab seemed to 
like the game best when they 


kid 
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played it in groups, trying to one- 
up each other with bizarre and 
imaginative ideas. The hilarity 
wore off when they played alone. 

“The game was fun in the be¬ 
ginning,” noted Diana, “especially 
in the sound-effects and voice de¬ 
partment. But the characters said 
the lines in a monotonous way. 


After a while, I got 
tired of writing scripts 
and I just played with 
the special effects.” 


$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM , Macintosh 
CD-ROM) from Theatrix Interactive, 
(800) 955-8749, (510) 658-2800. Cir¬ 
cle #530 


Illusions of grandeur 

E very kid who’s ever tried to 
figure out how his or her fa¬ 
vorite uncle makes those quar¬ 
ters disappear or picks the mystery 
card from the deck every time will 
be mesmerized by Learn the Art of 
Magic with Jay Alexander. 

“This program teaches you 
great tricks, and you can watch 
them being done,” said Alex, 10. 
“It’s like a personal magic show at 
your house.” 

Not only does the program 
teach 26 tricks, but some of the 
bells and whistles—or, more pre- 


TWo playrooms become play-ROMs 

I s Putt-Putt ready to become a big wheel at the 
arcade? Two centers where kids can play with 
multimedia software opened this fall: if the 
owners have their way, they’ll serve as models for 
franchises across the United States. 

At the Mid-Pike Plaza in Rockville, Md., Tech 
Trek opened its doors to kids 3 to 13. For $6.95 
an hour, kids can try more than 300 
CD-ROMs in seven play areas re¬ 
volving around educational themes. 
Each site has a store where parents 
can purchase software, and an 
espresso cafe that’s quickly evolving 
into a popular site for birthday par¬ 
ties and group outings. 

Meanwhile, in Mount Dora, Fla., 
Cyberplay—developed by Kids Un¬ 
limited—lets kids tackle any of 100 programs, 
check out the Internet via America Online, or set 
up a teleconference, all for $8.95 an hour (par¬ 
ents get in free). The center’s futuristic facility 
was decorated by a set designer from NBC’s un¬ 
derwater sci-fi adventure, seaQuest. Each Cyber¬ 
play computer station is equipped with a “panic 
button” kids can push if they need help with the 
PCs. "But you know, it always seems to be the 
parents, more than the kids, who push it,” said 
Kids Unlimited president Susan Ray. — C.E. 




Preschooler 
Tracy Yim 
has the power 
to talk with 
the animals. 
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Give your kids 
the gift they'll be 
opening all 


Get Putt-Putt's Night Before Christmas book and tape FREE with the 
purchase of any Humongous Entertainment CD-ROM title. 



. Let your Lids enter a world tkat’s 
> not only entertaining—but educational. 
r Tkey’ll be fascinated, as kand-drawn 
animated ckaracters like Putt-Puttf 
Freddi Fisk" Buzzy Tke Knowledge Bug, 
Pep and tke gang guide tkem tkrougk tkese incredible, 


award-winning stories and adventures. And now you can 
get Putt-Putt's® Nigkt Before Christmas kook and tape 
FREE with tke purchase of any of tkese 
Hiunongous Entertainment titles. Look t 
for this special offer at you r favorite soft- | 
ware dealer. Offer good while supplies last. 






cisely, the balls and 
vase (used in the van¬ 
ishing ball trick)— 
come with the soft¬ 
ware. Other sleight of 
hand can be performed using ordi¬ 
nary objects, such as a deck of 
cards, found around the house. 

Kids can watch magician Jay 
Alexander perform tricks using the 
magic set that comes with the pro¬ 
gram, or see him do card, rope, 
table and money 
tricks. If they’ve 
seen enough of 
any trick, they 
can just click to 
reveal another 
video and learn 
the secrets of the 
illusion. 

“It’s good,” 
said Gabi, 10. 
“They teach you how to do the 
tricks, and then they show you.” 

If kids are inspired to stage 
their own magic show, the pro¬ 
gram helps them print tickets and 
fliers. They can also click into a 
biography section to learn about 
Houdini and lesser-known magi¬ 
cians such as Chung Ling Soo, 
who was as illusory as his art (oth¬ 
erwise known as William Robin¬ 
son, of New York, he performed in 
Far Eastern garb). 

Like the masters before them, 
kids must pledge not to reveal the 


program’s secrets—but 
they sure couldn’t hide 
their glee. 

$39.95 (Windows CD- 
ROM, Macintosh CD-ROM) from 
Broderbund Software, (800) 521- 
6263, (415) 382-4600. Circle #531 

Kids’ Internet 
bill of writes 

W hat’s a parent to do? With 
all the publicity surround¬ 
ing the risks of children 
going on-line on the one hand, and 
the obvious educational benefits of 
encouraging them to use e-mail to 
practice writing on the other, find¬ 
ing a safe way to channel kids’ in¬ 
terest in cyberspace can be tough. 
KidMail Connection is designed to 
give them access to e-mail while 
limiting their exposure to other on¬ 
line activities. 

Because of 
those limits, it 
wasn’t the most 
popular program 
among the kids 
in our Lab, but 
most of them at 
least recognized 
the program’s 
good intentions. 
“It allows kids 
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Learn the Art 
of Magic with 
Jay Alexander 




KidMail 

Connection 

Ages not 
ntlcd (best 
for S to 12) 

Writing, on-line 



Just click on the Art of Magic words, and presto! There's the real story of some grand illusions. 
























O ^ wfcfct it 

' There’s only one way to 
know if software is really 
right for your kids—try it 
before you buy it! 




Club KidSoft lets you try and buy software right I 
from home. Get access to prescreened, quality I 
software for your kids with the Club KidSoft 
CD-ROM. Each CD includes over 50 top quality I 
titles you can try before you buy. Find something youl 
like then simply call KidSoft at 1-800-354-6150 to 1 
place your order. 1 

Subscribe today for just $29.95 a year, and along I 
with quarterly issues of the Club KidSoft CD you’ll I 
also get the Club KidSoft magazine for kids. Each I 
issue is loaded with software demos, information, I 
fun computer activities and more. 


So, if you’re stuck between “really” and a software 
purchase, call KidSoft and subscribe today! 


I— 4 \ I Want to Subscribe to Club KidSoft and Get 

VCCI Software Demos, Instant Shopping, Member 
I_I TC3! Discounts, Games, Contests, and more! 

With my subscription, I'll get a new Club KidSoft CD-ROM and 
magazine every three months for the next year (a total of 4 CDs 
and 4 issues of the magazine) for just $29.95 - that's less than the 
regular price of one CD-ROM title! I understand that I may cancel 
my subscription at any time for a refund. 

FORMAT: 

D MAC-CD □ WIN-CD* (‘Requires Windows 3.1 or greater) 

NAME: _ 


ADDRESS:_ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 


PAYMENT METHOD: 

EH Payment enclosed EH Please bill me EH VISA EH MasterCard 

NAME ON CARD:_Exp. Date _ 

CREDIT CARD #:_ 


SIGNATURE:. 


KIDSOFT 


Call KidSoft at 1 800 354-6150 



I SERVICE NUMBER 210 

_J 


The Source for Prescreened Quality Software For Kids 
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Eight-year-old 
Kelli Morelli 
has the power 
to jump-start the 
economy. 


fz 

SOFTWARE 

TOYS FOR 
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Kiyeko and the Lost Night gives kids the opportunity to hear the story in five languages. 


to use e-mail in a 
safe way,” noted 10- 
year-old Alex. “It 
still bothers me that 
parents have too 
much control over their kids’ e- 
mail, though.” 

Parents can configure the pro¬ 
gram to set up a “communications 
center” from which their children 


can send and receive e-mail, leaving 
other on-line services’ features off- 
limits (the software works with 
CompuServe, Prodigy and MCI 
Mail). Kids can choose art and car¬ 
toons to decorate their center to re¬ 
flect one of three popular themes: 
dinosaurs, space or secret agents. 

Tools let them write letters, 
check mail, keep an address book 
and send quick prewritten greet¬ 
ings for birthdays and holidays. 
Parents control their children’s on¬ 
line access using a password-pro¬ 
tected screen. 

The disc does exactly what it 
says it will, and for parents that 


may be enough. But the 
kids had other ideas. 

“The program is fun 
to explore,” Alex con¬ 
cluded, “but if you 
want a little more adventure, try 
using the full on-line service.” 

$34.95 (Windows CD-ROM), $29.95 
(Windows) from ConnectSoft, (800) 889- 
3499, (206) 827-6467. Circle #532 


Snake charmer 

I nteractive storybooks have gone 
multicultural, and the 12-page 
Kiyeko and the Lost Night tells a 
tantalizing Amazonian tale: Snakes 
have conjured up a spell to steal 
the night, and it’s up to young 
Kiyeko and his dad to save it. 

The disc is narrated by Acade¬ 
my Award-winning actor Ben 
Kingsley, and unfolds in 45 min¬ 
utes of original music and in¬ 
triguing sound effects. At any 
time, kids can switch the narra¬ 
tion to hear how the words sound 
in French, Ger- 
iriHn/2 man, Italian or 

r ~ r ~ ~~ - Spanish. 

“It looks like 
a movie—it has 
great animation,” 
said Cara, 10. 

As with all in¬ 
teractive story¬ 
books, children 


kid 
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Kiyeko and the 
Lost Night 

Ages 6 to 10 
Storybook 
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Washington Post Education Review 


“...kids will stick to it for hours 
and come back for more the next day.’ 


‘The type of software that 
parents dream of.’ 

CD-ROM TODAY 


extraordinary delight 
...the best I’ve seen. 


‘AlphaBonk farm...provides beautiful pictures, 
clever rhymes, and a screen full of 
animated movable objects.” 

The Wall Street Journal 


“Fun animation and a child’s sense of 
humor make Elroy worth the hunt.’ 

USA TODAY 




mm 

learning games 
for kids 4 and up. 


Word is out. Headbone takes educational games to the next level. CD-ROMs with more animation 
than a feature film. Inventive scenarios. Thrillling challenges. Activities galore. And multiple endings 
that keep kids coming back. This stuff is why you bought your computer. 


1 - 800 - 267-4709 


Visit us on the world wide web, http://headbone.com 

You'll find Heodbone CD-ROMs at Egghead Software, Medio Play, Software Etc., Babbage's, Leorningsmith, and other fine retailers. 





















! learn the whole story 

I the first time around. 

But the kids in the 
: Lab returned to the 

I disc to see their fa- 

I vorite parts time and again. 

“Watch, watch—he turns into 
| a bird,” said Joseph, 6, who 
I jumped to his feet, spread his own 
arms and flapped them feverishly 
I after he clicked on a character in 
the village who then morphed into 
I a condor. 

Kiyeko is the first in a planned 
I series of multicultural interactive 
I stories from Ubi Soft. The second, 
I which will focus on Eskimo life in 
I the Arctic Circle, is due out this 
I winter—and Joseph can’t wait. 

As Joseph’s sister, Victoria, 9, 
explained it, “He liked it so much, 
| he hated for it to end.” 

I $39.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macin¬ 
tosh CD-ROM) from Ubi Soft Enter- 
| tainment, (415) 332-5011. Circle 
#533 


Not so funnies 

E veryone wishes for the com¬ 
pany of a superhero now and 
then, and kids will find 18 of 
them in Comic Creator, plus more 
than 100 action scenes, 300 props 
to decorate them, and a built-in 
link to the Internet, where children 
can meet other aspiring comics 
creators, compare notes and ex- 
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change their work. 
But despite the pro¬ 


left kids scratching 
their heads over a seemingly ever- 
scrolling menu bar and lengthy 
help screens that often didn’t help. 

“It’s called Comic Creator, but 
it’s really complicated to figure out 
how to create the comics,” said 10- 
year-old Cara. 

“The help files didn’t really tell 
me how to work with it,” com¬ 
plained Gabriel, also 10. “They 



create comics 
and how to structure each frame in 
a series of cells to build a strip. But 
features such as editing text after 
typing it into the word balloons 
eluded them—not to mention 
teachers, parents and editors. 

After wading through the doc¬ 
umentation in an effort to figure 
out how to change a character’s 
pose, Cara sighed and concluded, 
“Mostly, it seems like a lot of 
reading.” 

$39.95 (Windows CD-ROM, Macintosh 
CD-ROM) from Hearst New Media and 
Technology, (800) 685-4026, (212) 
649-2818. Circle #534 • 



Looks like the joke's on kids in Comic Creator: it's hard to change text after it's typed into a scene. 




Power to the 
people. 

* A 


T he personal computer has 
passed to a new generation— 
born in the late eighties, totally 
plugged-in and armed with incred¬ 
ible powers. © The power to lead a 
voice-activated adventure in Marty 
and the Trouble with Cheese. © 
To balance jobs, housing, and the 
environment in a custom-built 
SimTown. © To challenge the laws 
of science—and their own critical 
thinking—in Widget Workshop. 
© And the power to discover un¬ 
seen patterns in art, music, and 
the world in Zaark and the Night 
Team: The Quest for /"“'■y 
Patterns. © So ask not M \^ x 1 s 
what these toys can 
do for your kids. Ask 
when you can play. 
800-33-MAXIS 
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H ere at Quantex, we’ve always stuck to a 
very straightforward company creed: to 
give our customers the finest quality 
product at the very best price with 
no hassles. Sure, it sounds 
simple. Yet it still takes us over 24 
hours a day and 7 days a week to make it 
work. The positive results of this commitment 
shine through, whether you're talking to our people or 
operating our systems. Industry experts like PC World 
are taking notice. They recently announced that Quantex 
burst “Out of the blue” with 70% growth last year (6/95). 
Our team effort towards success is complemented by a 
strong dedication to keeping pace with the latest tech¬ 
nology. In addition to consistently configuring systems 
with the latest features and components, Quantex is 
proud to be one of the few companies to have passed 
Microsoft® Hardware Compatibility Testing. That 
means that our systems are now Windows® 95 compli¬ 
ant, to make adding new Plug and Play components a 
snap. We take every measure to assure that our sys¬ 
tems are able to perform to the very highest stan¬ 
dards. We won’t settle for any less, and neither 
should you! 


ome 














Home To A Quantex 


Comfort In Names You Trust. 

Sure, any PC maker can offer you a 
good price using no-name compo¬ 
nents. But at Quantex, we give you a 
great price AND provide you with 
unbeatable brand names you’ve come 
to know and trust. Brands like Intel, 
Microsoft, Novell, Western Digital, ATI 
Technologies, MAG Innovision, Altec 
Lansing Multimedia, Ensoniq, and 
Toshiba. By combining top components 
with one of the most comprehensive 
quality control processes in the busi¬ 
ness, we provide a system designed for 
ultimate performance and reliability. 

It’s So Easy! 

With all of the hype and buzzwords 
surrounding the computer industry 
today, a beginner can feel a little over¬ 
whelmed. Quantex understands. That’s 
why we make it painless to set up and 
use your system. We’re with you from 
the moment your Quantex arrives, 
committed to making your PC experi¬ 
ence easy and enjoyable. Open your 
Welcome Folder. Inside, you’ll find 


simple, step-by-step instructions on 
how to set up your PC plus a complete 
equipment checklist. And because all 
of our software is preloaded, your sys¬ 
tem is ready to go right out of the box. 
You’ll take advantage of award-winning 
applications immediately! 

Standing By You All The Way. 

All of our products are backed with a 
30-Day Money Back Guarantee, One 
Year Express Parts Replacement, Toll 
Free Technical Support, and Free On- 
Site Service* for up to one year. 

We can be reached via the Internet as 
well! At the Quantex Flome Page, 
you’ll have instant access to product 
information, customer service, techni¬ 
cal support, helpful PC tips, guidance 
and lots more. 

For additional prices and configura¬ 
tions check out our ad at the front of 
the magazine, or call one of our repre¬ 
sentatives at (800) 644-4670. You might 
be surprised to discover how easy it 
can be to own a Quantex. 


QP5/100 SM-1 


$ 269 9 


■ Intel 100MHz Pentium processor 

■ 16MB RAM, 256KB write-bock cache 

■ 1.6GB 9ms EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 


■ ATI MACH 64 PCI w/2MB DRAM 

(MPEG Playback w/Full Screen & Motion Video) 

■ 17" ,26dp MAG 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 28,800 Baud V.34 Fax/Modem 

■ Toshiba 4X 190ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 


■ Ensoniq 16-bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

■ Newly Designed Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft* Mouse 

■ Microsoft Windows' 95 

■ Professional Software Bundle (preinstalled) 

Novell PerfectOffice 3.0 (include applicate.) 

ShorkWare 

The 1995 Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia 
Complete Reference Library (includes ten titles) 

Quicken Financial Manager-SE 

Phone Disc Business ’95 (Complete Busin™ m«W 

Al Unser Jr Arcade Racing 

USS Ticonderoga 

NetCruiser Plus [Free Internet Access of over 400 bouts for one month) 

America Online, Prodigy, CompuServe (One month tnoi membership) 


■ Upgrade to 16MB EDO Memory and 256KB 
Pipelined Burst Cache for $79 more. 


QP5/120 SM-1.$2749 

QP5/133 SM-1.$2899 



pentium 


m 


1.800-644-4670 


Quantex Microsystems, Inc. 400B Pierce Street, Somerset, NJ 08873 
Internet Address: http://www.quantex.com. 



















RUN ALLyOUR 
APPLICATIONS 
AT ONCE. 


Whatever productivity software you’re running 
now—RAM Doubler™will improve it by letting 
you open all your applications at once. Even 
for non-suite users, RAM Doubler eliminates 
that nasty little “insufficient memory” message 
forever. How? By reclaiming unused memory, 
compressing existing memory and managing 
system resources more efficiently. It’s the first 
, software product to allow multitasking with just 
fc-.one click. And with over 1,000,000 satisfied 
RAM Doubler is far and away the 
'^worldwide leader. RAM Doubler installs in 15 
seconds, instantly increases system performance 
and helps you become more productive. 

“RAM Doubler for Windows works like a charm. The 


rewards are most evident if you keep several Windows 
applications open at once!’ -Jim Seymour, PC Week 


Buy RAM Doubler today wherever fine computer 
products are sold (SRP $99). It comes with a 30 
day money back guarantee and lets you * 
run all your applications at the same 
time. With RAM Doubler si 
success has never been easier! 


Connectix 


CIRCLE READER ! 










































Call 1800-PR0DIGY, ext. 771. 


N tfie new 

jprodigy 

whatever you're into 
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Shop. Invest. Play games. Get help with homework. 

Surf the Net. Create your own home page. Prodigy makes it easy. 
That’s not the half of it. Not even a thousandth. Heck, we even 
won the Spring '95 Internet World Shootout. 




There’s something going on virtually every minute 
of every day. And the New Prodigy is easier to use 
and better than ever. So go nuts. Have fun. 

Call 1 800-PRODIGY, ext. 771, and get into it now. 




Turn on, tune in, read up. Your favorite magazine is now 
available on Prodigy along with our own Web magazine, Living Digital. 
Extras, insights, back issues, software, tips, tables and charts. 


s?\the new ,, 

@prodigy 

whatever you're into 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 98 JOHNSON CITY, TN 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 



PO BOX 8667 
GRAY TN 37615-9967 




Explore it for 
10 hours free. 

To get your free software 
and 10 free hours 

calll 800-PR0DIGY, ext. 771. 

Email us at freetrial@prodigy.com 
Or download the software directly from 
our World Wide Web location: 
http://www.astranet.com 
(But check your screen for our icon first; 
you may already have Prodigy installed.) 
After your 10 free hours, Prodigy is 
only $9.95 for 5 hours with no 
extra charge for Internet access. 

Don’t miss another minute. 
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YOUR GUIDE TO NEW HARDWARE 



Racing to find home- 
office machines? 
Xerox says take five 

I f you think you can’t assemble a 
suite of corporate-quality busi¬ 
ness machines on a home-office 
budget, think again. Xerox’s new 
Document WorkCenter 250 com¬ 
bines a copier, plain-paper fax ma¬ 
chine, PC fax/modem, 300-dpi 
laser-quality printer and grayscale 
scanner with an automatic docu¬ 
ment feeder in a 16-by-18-inch de¬ 
vice for $700. 

The WorkCenter 250 smoothly 
integrates all five of its office func¬ 
tions. It can print faxes as they ar¬ 
rive, or store up to 35 pages in 
memory for later delivery. Simple 
front-panel controls and an LCD 
display let you activate or disable 


billing codes; create private, pass¬ 
word-protected mailboxes for in¬ 
coming faxes; define phonebook 
entries and groups; and perform 
other advanced functions. 

Transmissions can be delayed or 
scheduled for a specific time to save 
on phone charges or reduce telecom¬ 
munications traffic jams, and legal- 
size documents 
can be reduced 
automatically to 
fit on a standard 
8.5-by-l1 -inch 
sheet. The top fax 
speed is a rela¬ 
tively slow 9,600 
bps, but the func¬ 
tion is compati¬ 
ble with any Group 3/Class 2 fax 
machine. And just because it has all 
the other functions, the WorkCen¬ 
ter doesn’t neglect its basic copier 
duties; the unit gets the job done. 




Xerox Document 
WorkCenter 250 

Printer/ 

fax/modem/ 

copier/scanner 



Cramped home office? Document WorkCenter 250 fits five machines in a 16-by-18-inch space. 


To use the WorkCenter as a PC 
peripheral, link it to a Windows- 
based computer with standard par¬ 
allel printer and 9-pin serial cables. 
In its PC mode, the WorkCenter 
can direct faxes to the included 
WinFax Lite fax software, or fax 
documents directly from within 
your Windows programs. Faxes 
and scanned documents can be 
converted into live text for editing 
with the Xerox TextBridge 3.1 opti¬ 
cal character recognition (OCR) 
software that comes with the ma¬ 
chine, and you can scan documents 
or photos with up to 64 gray tones. 

Perhaps the biggest risk in buy¬ 
ing a multifunction device is that 
one component will fail, taking all 
the others down with it. But Xerox’s 
free one-year overnight-replacement 
policy eases that concern. The 
WorkCenter 250 might not work for 
people who need a faster, higher- 
resolution printer or a full-grayscale 
or color scanner, but otherwise it of¬ 
fers efficiency that’s practically 
compromise-free. —David D. Busch 

$700 (Windows) from Xerox, (800) 
275-9376, (716) 423-5090. Circle 
#518 


PowerPC notebook’s a 
chip off the old block 

A pple’s new PowerBook 5300c 
gives Power Mac users the 
speed they crave and the 
portability they need. A zippy 
100-MHz 603e PowerPC micro¬ 
processor powers the 5300c, which 
sports a larger display screen and 
more opportunities to expand than 
its predecessors in the PowerBook 
500 series. 

The model we tested came with 
16 megabytes of RAM and a 750- 
MB hard drive. The 10.4-inch, 
backlit, active-matrix, 640-by-480 
color display is large, sharp and 
easy on the eyes. The keyboard is 
comfortable, and Apple includes its 
usual handy trackpad, which lets 
you move the cursor with the touch 
of a finger. Although the Power- 
Book’s case looks boxier than it has 
in the past, the notebook still 
weighs a mere 6.4 pounds. 

Apple designed the 5300 series 
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so that you can alter the setup in a 
number of ways: You can replace 
the removable floppy-disk drive 
with another device—say, a second 



hard drive. Two PCMCIA slots let 
you add a modem, networking 
card or second hard drive. And in¬ 
frared networking lets you swap 
files with another PowerBook sim¬ 
ply by pointing yours at the other 
system. (The $70 AirDoc from 
Farallon lets you send files to a 
printer or local area network.) 

Yet for all that, the 5300 line still 


isn’t quite as flexible 
it could be. For instance, 
you can’t pull out the 
built-in hard drive and 
swap it for one with 
more capacity. And the 
machine lacks the space and power 
to hold an internal CD-ROM drive— 
though its SCSI connector lets it run 
an external drive as well as any 
desktop or other portable Mac can. 
Finally, in order to save space and 
weight, Apple removed the built-in 
Ethernet networking card, one of the 
two stereo speak¬ 
ers, and the op¬ 
tional built-in 
modem so popu¬ 
lar in the Power- 
Book 500 series. 
Although the ma¬ 
chine has built-in 
16-bit, CD-quali- 
ty stereo sound, the loss of the sec¬ 
ond speaker reduces its aural bril¬ 
liance unless you listen in with a set 
of headphones. 


One other bit of new 
technology didn’t quite 
make it: Apple literally 
took some heat recently 
when it recalled models 
using lithium-ion bat¬ 
teries (they sometimes caught fire 
in tests) and substituted a nickel/ 
metal-hydride version that reduces 
battery life by about 20 percent. 
Still, our unit worked for almost 
three hours. (Apple says it will use 
the lithium-ion battery design 
when its defect is fixed.) 

The 5300c is a solid machine 
that takes a great step forward in 
performance, if not pizzazz. It 
might not win over many PC 
users, but Macintosh fans seeking 
a powerful laptop will snap it 
up—if they can afford the hefty 
price. —John Eckhouse 

$4,399, with 16 MB of RAM, 750-MB 
hard drive and active-matrix color dis¬ 
play, from Apple Computer, (800) 538- 
9696, (408) 996-1010. Circle #519 
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Apple Power- 
Book 5300c 


How PCs bite into storage space—and how to get it back 

hese days, most new PCs pack hefty 1-gigabyte (GB) hard drives. But if you 
expect to stretch out in all that space, you may be in for a surprise: Depend¬ 
ing on how the drive is “partitioned,” you could have less room than you think. 
Partitioning a hard drive, which is usually done by the PC manufacturer before the 
system gets to the store, means assigning the hard drive one or more “logical drive 
letters” (typically, “C:”), then setting the storage size for each one. Today, most 
manufacturers partition hard drives into one large area (that is, drive 
letter “C:” is sized to encompass the entire hard drive). But this prac¬ 
tice can waste as much as a third of your precious hard drive space; in 
general, the larger the partition size, the more space it will use to store 
each file. For instance, on the average 540-megabyte (MB) IDE hard 
drive, a 1-kilobyte (KB) word-processing file will be assigned to a 16-KB 
storage block, called a “cluster”—leaving the remaining 15 KB to lan¬ 
guish. Cluster size doubles on a 1-GB drive with a single partition; the 
bigger the partition, the bigger the cluster. 

To increase usable space on a new drive, you can repartition it. For maximum effi¬ 
ciency, a 1-GB drive should be divided into at least two 500-MB partitions. (Four 250- 
MB partitions is even better, but you’ll have to work with four drive letters—for exam¬ 
ple, C:, D:, E: and F:—and that can get unwieldy.) You can use DOS’s fdisk command, 
but doing so destroys all data on the drive, so if you choose this option, be sure to 
back up everything on the drive before you start. Or, try a software solution. Power- 
Quest’s $69 PartitionMagic (DOS, OS/2) repartitions your hard drive without destroying 
data—though the company recommends a full backup just in case. — Oliver Rist 
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troducing the ultimate 


) FIGHTING MACHINE 


I This is the world’s first-and fastest-digital, multi-button, multi-player 
I PC-game system. This is PC-gaming the way you’ve always 
I wanted it. With unbelievable, arcade-like speed, control, and power. 
I FIGHTING M A C H 1 N E * includes the Gravis GrlP MultiPort' 


PC Game Interface 



and two GTlP-Pad” 8-Button Controllers. 


Just wait until you experience Mortal Kombat” 

and Savage Warriors' with these babies. Get the FIGHTING MACHINE" 

and prepare yourself [for the next century of gaming] 

CALL 1 - 800-663-8558 



GRAUIS 


LE READER SERVICE NU 






















Telephony card 
combo has hangups 

A dding an adapter card to a 
PC is asking for trouble— 
and we certainly had our 
share when we installed the miro- 
Connect 34 Wave communications 
card, a telephony and wavetable 
sound card that 

Wl - has all the right 

features for the 
right price: $299. 

The card com¬ 
bines a 28.8-kilo- 
bit-per-second 
fax and data mo¬ 
dem—with digi¬ 
tal simultaneous 
voice and data (DSVD) capabili¬ 
ties—and IBM’s Mwave wavetable 
audio. The technology is state-of-the 
art: The card’s full-duplex phone 
capabilities mean two people can 
speak simultaneously—not always a 
given with telephony cards. To help 


miroConnect 
34 Wave 


you share documents, 
the card comes with a 
trial version of Intel’s 
ProShare (it expires 60 

days after you install it). _ 

Miro’s phone-dialing 
and voicemail management soft¬ 
ware, miroConnect, is easy to use, 
and the sound quality of recorded 
messages is top-notch. 

Now if only the card were easier 
to install. The full-length 16-bit 
card works with any ISA or VL- 
Bus-based computer, and it con¬ 
nects to an IDE CD-ROM drive. 
But don’t be fooled by the fact that 
it has no hardware jumpers—the 
tiny pieces of plastic that fit over 
pins to change IRQ (interrupt re¬ 
quest) settings. It took me many at¬ 
tempts to find the right configura¬ 
tion, as well as excursions into the 
autoexec.bat and config.sys files to 
avoid errors. A toll call to the com¬ 
pany’s technical-support depart¬ 
ment in San Francisco solved one 
problem in about 20 minutes (the 


° + 

gadgets 


Pentium Pro PCs? Not so fast... 


technician knew I was 
an editor at HomePC). 
But when I called again, 
at 5:02 p.m. Pacific 
______ Daylight Time, the of¬ 
fices and technical-sup¬ 
port lines were already closed. 

Unless you’re in the unusual sit¬ 
uation of needing to upgrade your 
modem and sound card at once, 



W ith the release of the Pentium Pro, Intel’s 
fastest processor yet, you may wonder if 
the days are already numbered for that 
speedy Pentium PC on your desk. Not to worry: The 
new processors are fully compatible with Intel’s 

older chips, from the Pentium all the way 
back to the 286. And although the Pen¬ 
tium Pro promises major performance 
gains, i( takes software that’s not yet read¬ 
ily available to make that happen. 

The first Pentium Pro chips will run at a 
blazing 150 MHz, and will incorporate a 
built-in 256-kilobyte second-level memory 
cache (a chunk of fast-access memory) in 
addition to their 16-KB first-level cache. 
(The Pentium has only the first-level cache, although 
adding a 256-KB cache to a PC’s motherboard can 
boost performance.) But unless you use heavy-duty 
programs—say, 3-D image rendering—you won’t 
need the Pro’s power just yet; 16-bit applications— 
that is, all software designed for Windows 3.1—don’t 
bring out the best in the new chip, which doesn’t run 
such programs any better than a Pentium can. 

Intel estimates home computers using the Pentium 
Pro won’t appear until late 1996 or early 1997, when 
more 32-bit applications (such as those written 
specifically for Windows 95) will be available. That 
means you won’t have to think about cashing in 
those Pentium chips for a couple of years yet. — J.C. 



you may be better off remaining 
unconnected. — J.C. 

$299 (DOS, Windows) from Miro, 
(800) 249-6476, (415) 855-0940. Cir¬ 
cle #520 


For gamers, a step in 
the right direction 


'"""■“"'he screaming stock car cuts 
I across your path, jockeying 
1 for an inside position on the 
track. You slam the brake with your 
left foot to avoid a collision, then 
deftly downshift and hit the right 
pedal hard to scoot past the car on 
the outside. Leaving the turn, you 
keep the accelerator glued to the 
floor and speed down the straight¬ 
away to take the checkered flag. 

You certainly won’t qualify for 
the NASCAR cir- 
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Monitor 
of the ear. 


PanaMedia™ Monitors 
from Panasonic with 
built-i n stereo sound . 

Panasonic's new PanaMedia Monitors sound 
as good as they look. Built-in Dome Speakers™ 
aimed right at you emanate crisp, clear 
sound. While a 1,280 X 1,024 maximum 
resolution N1 screen with ,27mm Dot Pitch 
gives you a crisp, clear picture. You don’t 
have to worry about not getting a word in: 
a built-in microphone lets you talk, making 
it ideal for video conferencing*. And all 
PanaMedia monitors come with additional 


jacks for microphone and 
' headphones, perfect for personal 
" audio applications. Plus, Panasonic's 
On-Screen adjustment menu allows 
for instant customized settings. 
So look for the new PanaMedia 15 
and PanaMedia 17 (Viewable Display 
Area 14’’ and 16" respectively). You'll 
find Panasonic has put multimedia 
sound in its place. 

For more information, call 1-800-742-8086. 

Panasonic 

Communications & Systems Company 


MN5-HPC 













e in about 15 min- 


coraputer, but CH Products’ new 
foot-pedal game controller will add 
a satisfying bit of realism to racing- 
and flight-based games. You can ac¬ 
tivate CH Pedals simply by selecting 



Joystick 2 (or B) as a controller for 
an activity, such as braking or accel¬ 
erating. An on-screen manual pro¬ 
vides step-by-step instructions for 
configuring many popular games— 
including MechWarrior 2 and Mi¬ 
crosoft Flight Simluator—to work 
with the pedals. 

You’ll need plenty of room to 
stretch out at a comfortable angle, 
and the rigid side-by-side configu¬ 
ration can be a bit awkward. But 
you’ll forget about that after a few 


minutes of deft maneu- 
vering—and quit kl\ '-4 
wonder whv you ever 
relied on a joystick and 
frantic keyboard strokes |pj|§f||f§| 
in the first place. — D.B. 

$79.95 (DOS, Windows) from CH 
Products, (800) 624-5804; (619) 598- 
2518. Circle #521 


Motion slickness 

% #ideo Artist, a video-capture 
\ / and -display card, hands you 
V everything you need to add 
snappy titles, special effects and 
professional-looking transitions to 
your PC presentations. The card 
slips into a free slot in your com¬ 
puter and connects via cable to 
your camcorder, VCR or other 
input device. Another cord con- I 
nects to your VCR or TV for 
recording or display. If you’ve ever I 
installed an internal modem or I 
sound card, odds are you’ll be able 
to install Video Artist and its soft- 


Notebook sales: Compaq steps ahead 


By the end of 1995, shoppers will have purchased 4.16 million 
notebook computers. Which models are they walking out with 
most often? Here’s a look at the year’s top-sellers. 


Manufacturer 

1 iwm ai IIII \ rm s lup-seners. 

Model 

Unit sales 

Compaq 

LTE Elite 4/75CX 

(through 9/95) 

114,864 

IBM 

(active-matrix) 
ThinkPad 486DX4 

108,811 

Compaq 

(active-matrix) 

Contura 400C 

99,007 

NEC 

(passive-matrix) 

Versa 486DX4 

89,677 

IBM 

(active-matrix) 
ThinkPad 486DX4 

80,176 

Apple 

(passive-matrix) 
PowerBook 520C 

77,056 

NEC 

(passive-matrix) 

Versa 486DX2 

65,786 

Toshiba 

(passive-matrix) 
T2450CT Satellite Pro 

61,864 

NEC 

(active-matrix) 

Versa 486DX2 

58,861 

(active-matrix) 

(Source: StoreBoard, September 1995) 



Then, just turn on 
your camcorder, choose 
Si Capture from the Video 
Capture software’s 
View menu, and record a live scene 
or transfer images from a tape; you 
can set the resolution at 320-by- 
240 or 640-by-480. A Video Edi¬ 
tor lets you load, cut and paste 
clips in two parallel tracks that can 
be faded, dissolved or “wiped” into 
one another, while a third track 



lets you overlay 
text, graphics 
and special ef¬ 
fects. A Morph 
Animation Edi¬ 
tor is also in¬ 
cluded. 

Shoppers will 
find less expen¬ 
sive video-capture cards on the 
shelves, but they’ll be hard-pressed 
to see higher-quality images or 
software that’s easier to use. One 
caveat: Reserve plenty of hard 
drive space; 30 minutes of digi¬ 
tized video takes up nearly a giga¬ 
byte of storage. Your best bet is to 
save your finished productions on 
videotape rather than on your hard 
drive, then edit them one short 
segment at a time. — D.B. 

$389 (Windows) from Reveal, (800) 
359-2177, (818) 704-6300. Circle #522 


Video Artist 
Model VE500 

Video- 

capture card 


Backup drive’s solid, 
but no major advance 

1 A fhether you’re looking for a 
i quick way to back up all 
W ¥ your data, or you need 
extra space to store mammoth pro¬ 
grams or bulky information files, 



















NOW YOUR 
CHILDREN CAN 
PLAY IN A WORLD 
YOU COULD ONLY 
IMAGINE. 


Peter makes it 
[FUN TO EXPLORE 
I the meaning of 
[new words. 


tfaJsK a nce u P on a ^ me > P eter Rabbit’s world existed 
only in your imagination. Now it leaps to life 
in the two classic tales of two favorite friends - Peter 
Rabbit and Benjamin Bunny - with Mindscape’s unique 
Virtual ExploraScape ”, an amazing 360° world that en¬ 
courages your children to explore, interact and learn. 

They can roam for hours in Beatrix Potter’s en¬ 
chanting English countryside, frolicking with Flopsy, 
Mopsy and Cotton-tail under a fir-tree, picking 
radishes in Mr. McGregor’s 

garden and scattering ■ 

chirping birds from tall 
trees. It’s as if your children 
are actually there. And., .they H 
are, in the Adventures of H 
Peter Rabbit and Benjamin H 
Bunny. It’s everything you I®' 
ever imagined. a. 


There's an entir 

TREASURY OF 
NURSERY RHYMES 


peter RA 

BENJAMIN, 


. CHILDREN. 


The Adventures of 


Peter Rabbit & 

BENJAMIN BUNNY' 




Everywhere you look there ai 

HUNDREDS OF HIDDEN SURPRISES! 


I , Your Children’s 
Favorite Software 


Your Favorite 
Childrens Stories 



















SyQuest’s EZ135 Drive promises 
to hold your attention. The drive 
accepts 135-megabyte cartridges, 
and claims a fast, ,13.5-millisecond 



seek time as well as a 2.4-mega- 
byte-per-second maximum sus¬ 
tained data-transfer rate. (By com¬ 
parison, Iomega’s-$240 Zip drive 
uses 100-MB cartridges, has a 29- 
ms seek time and offers a 1.4-MB 
sustained transfer rate.) 

The external SCSI version of the 
EZ135 we tested worked with 
large and small word-processing 
documents comfortably, and it 


handled file backup 
quickly and smoothly. 

Though attractively 
designed, the external 
unit is bulkier than the 
(external) Zip drive. 

And if you can’t make it to a gym, 
you can get a workout lifting its big 
power adapter. The Zip drive has a 
hefty adapter, too, but at least 
Iomega gives you an option to buy a 
smaller one; that’s not so for the 
EZ135. You can choose an internal 
IDE unit, but we were unimpressed 
by its confusing, DOS-based instal¬ 
lation utility. (SyQuest also plans to 
have an external parallel-port ver¬ 
sion available by December.) 

In fact, SyQuest might do well 
to give more 
thought to its 
utility software 
in general. For 
instance, on our 
test computer—a 
Pentium-based 
Packard Bell 
Legend running 


Windows for Work¬ 
groups 3.11—the setup 
routine created a Sy¬ 
Quest Utility program 
group, yet clicking on 
its Backup Copy icon 
launched a DOS-based backup ap¬ 
plication that was functional, but 
far from an ideal solution. 

Still, at about $240 for the 
drive and $20 for each cartridge 
(one comes with the drive), the 
EZ135 is a cost-effective solution 
for anyone who needs either a 
sensible backup system or more 
storage space. Although a smaller 
size and better software would 
make the EZ135 more appealing, 
it will do an adequate job for most 
home computer users just the way 
it is. —Jennifer Zaino 

$199.95, internal IDE version (DOS); 
$239.95, external SCSI version (DOS, 
Macintosh); $239.95, parallel-port 
version (DOS) from SyQuest Technolo¬ 
gy, (800) 245-2278, (510) 226-4000. 
Circle #523 
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SyQuest 
EZ135 Drive 

Backup 

storage 



Shoot the Works. 


■ QuickCam'" includes all you need to make movies and take 

■ pictures with your PC. Plug one cable into your parallel port, 
W install the software and shoot. It’s simple. Make training 

F films, video conference, inventory valuables. It’s easy to take 
I pictures, too. Add photos to newsletters, documents, reports. 
QuickCam comes with Movie AVI for Windows, QuickMovie 
software, QuickFrame templates and QuickPicture image saver. 
All for around $100. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Buy your 
QuickCam today wherever fine computer products are sold. 


What Can You Do With A $100 Digital Video Camera? 


QuickCam 


10 CONFERENCE 


TAKE PICTURES 


BE CREATIVE 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 
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Shoot to thrill 

I f nothing else, the Casio QV-10 
digital camera will make you the 
center of attention at your next 
party. Il looks like a standard 
35-millimeter camera—until you 
notice the LCD screen that acts as 
both a viewfinder and a display win¬ 
dow, which is sure to draw ooohs 
and aaahs from all your friends. But 
that attention doesn’t come cheap: 
The QV-10 costs nearly $1,000. 

If you’ve got the cash, the cam¬ 
era is great fun. The 1.8-inch LCD 
screen gives you an excellent pre¬ 
view of what you’ll see on your 



computer screen—and 
with its swiveling lens, 
you can even watch 
yourself as you snap a 
self-portrait. 

The QV-10 is de¬ 
signed to be virtually idiot-proof. 
Turn the power on, switch to “rec” 
mode and start shooting. Focus is 
automatic, and 
the 2-megabyte 
flash-memory 
chip can store up 
to 96 pictures at 
once. Better yet, 
it won’t wear 
out; transfer the 
images to your computer, and you 
can then delete them from the cam¬ 
era’s memory and start again. 

The QV-10 reproduces light 
about as well as most 3 5-mm cam¬ 
eras, but it doesn’t have a flash: 
two lighting settings let you adjust 
for dim and bright light, and the 
LCD screen shows you when you’re 
risking over- or underexposure. 

Once you’ve taken your pic¬ 


tures, Casio’s QV-10 
software lets you trans¬ 
fer them from the cam¬ 
era to the PC in any of 
three storage formats: 
.tif .bmp , and Casio’s 
own .cam format, which lets you 
store the pictures as thumbnails in 
an “album.” But pictures can’t be 
exported to an image-editing pro¬ 
gram such as Adobe PhotoShop in 
the .cam format, and the Casio 
software doesn’t deliver even rudi¬ 
mentary image-editing features. 

You won’t get the crispness of 
a 35-mm print, since the maxi¬ 
mum resolution is only 640-by- 
480. On paper, sharp edges look 
blocky, and color reproduction 
depends on your printer. Never¬ 
theless, the Casio QV-10 is one of 
the niftiest new toys a gadget fan 
could hope to find in a gift- 
wrapped box. — J.C. 

$995 (Windows, Macintosh) from 
Casio, (800) 962-2746, (201) 361- 
5400. Circle #524 • 
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LIVE THE ADVENTURE. SPEAK THE LANGUAGE. 

WE HAVE WAYS TO 
MAKEYOUTALK 

Discover this revolutionary new way to learn a foreign language that 
sends you on a fun, interactive adventure. With Who Is Oscar Lake?™ 
you become part of the story, speaking with characters in the plot 
and learning the language through total immersion, not by 
memorizing vocabulary or grammar rules. Oscar Lake™ gives you 
instant translations on screen, over 1000 vocabulary words, and is 
endorsed by the leading language experts. 

AN INCREDIBLE VALUE-A GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT! 

Who Is Oscar Lake? is only $99.99. By ordering now, you'll also receive 
FREE your choice of 2 audio CDs or 2 cassette tapes (a $24.95 value), 
that will help you reinforce your new language skills even when you're 
away from your computer.’ 

Who Is Oscar Lake? is available for Spanish, French and English. 

To start your language learning adventure today or to pick up Who Is 
Oscar Lake? as a gift, call 1 -800-882-6700, Department 35, or go to 
your favorite software store. 

PTT 

IBZDl&lB 
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Star Trail 


jagged Alliance 




For the dealer nearest you call: 1-800 447-1230. Ask for operator 25. Available on CD-ROM 

SIRTECH 
















NMB Technologies 
ConcertMaster 
Multimedia Keyboard 


Peachtree 
Accounting for 
Windows Release 3.5 


Connectix 
RAM Doubler for 
Windows 


Activity Center 


Sierra On Line 
Shivers 


FTP Software 
KEYview 4.2 
for Windows 


Primax 

ColorMobile Office 

DDA 

PowerDisc PowerFinder 

* All products may not be available in all stores. 
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17 Ways 
To Get 

HOT 

Over The' ] 
Holidays 

Make sure everyone on your gift list gets 
these 17 HOT products this year. Even if that I 
special someone is you. They're available at I 
participating retailers. And the time to act is 1 
now if you want a really HOT deal. 

Check out these HOT products—and 1 
plenty of HOT coupons—in this month's HOT j 
Magazine. You can pick up your FREE copy I 
today at the stores listed below. The Rolling 1 
Stones are on the cover, but they'll be joined 1 
by these 17 star performers inside. 

So spread a little warmth this holiday j 
season with these 17 HOT gifts. 

They're sure to make you HOT stuff. 


Participating retailers: 
Computer City, CompUSA, Elek-Tek, 
Office Depot, J & R Computer World. 
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Welcome 1o The New 
Generation Of Greetings That 
^fvlcve, Talk And Sing_^ 


The Holiday Edition presents ^ 
10 imaginative scenarios ’ 

L (including 3 special bonus greetings). 
Available in 10 Pack Counter Top Display 
Unit or Individually 
(please specify when ordering) 


The Birthday Edition presents 
16 imaginative scenarios 
(including 3 special bonus greetings). 


Welcome to the creative and colorful world of Animated Greetings™, 
a fun new way to send greetings to family and friends. 

- Create individual personalized messages. 

- Send greetings on a 3.5” floppy disc or by e-mail. 

- Generate unlimited number of greetings. 

- Environmentally friendly. No wasted paper. 

- Custom corporate site license available upon request. 
-CD-ROM, MAC or PC 

For more information call (013) 305-3710 
Also available at these retailers: 




© 1995 Pineapple USA. Inc. Animated Grei 
Software Affiliates Logos are trademarlcs of: 


(P Software 

e-mail: 

102657,2752@compuserve.com 











































shock for my parents. The 
kids had met grandma and 


Having lived their entire lives JV 
in a small remote village in 
Austria, moving to Vermont 
was an incredible culture 


K B 


Create < 


"Echo Lake is a 
must-have for anyone 
with tales to tell and 
memories to save." 

PC Magazine, 


from your own stories, 

sights & sounds 


Ecko Lake is tke fun, easy way for 
you and your family to create a 
multimedia alkum from your own 
stories, sigkts and sounds. 

Tke setting is a lakeside cakin 
in tke country. Relax and pull up a 
ckair. Simply point-and-click and 
you’re ready to tell your story in 
simple, straigktforward text, or enrick 
it tkrougk tke use of pkotos, personal 

You can even print stories into keau- 
tiful kooks or copy tkem onto diskette 
relatives and friends. 


Ecko Lake makes a great gift 
for any individual or family witk 
a kome PC! Quite simply, it’s tke 
ultimate destination for your 
family tkis koliday season. 


puts you it 


;nd to n 


SEE YOUR LOCAL RETAILER OR 
FOR A FREE DEMO DISK CALL 

1-800-ECH0LAKE Ext. IAN 


Home Page: www.delrina.com • email: echolake@delrina.com 


DelrinAM 
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SECTION 

' 8 Windows 95 

by Ram Tackett 


I t’s tempting to think that an oper¬ 
ating system as powerful as Win¬ 
dows 95 could maximize PC per¬ 
formance or keep track of system 
maintenance without asking you to lift 
a finger. No such luck. But Windows 95 
does include a number of helpful tools 
you can use to speed up hard drive ac¬ 
tivity, increase storage space for your 
files and more. 

In this special section—the last of 
three Visual Guides running in con¬ 
secutive issues of HomePC— we’ll 
show you how you can make the most 
of Windows 95’s maintenance and 
productivity features. You’ll see how 
to set options to improve CD-ROM 
performance, as well as instructions 
for backing up everything from single 
files to an entire hard drive. A look at 


the Disk Defragmenter will demon¬ 
strate what you can do to keep your 
hard drive performing at top speed. 

We ’ll also introduce you to Windows 
95’s ScanDisk, which keeps fragments 
of deleted files from slowing PC perfor¬ 
mance, and DriveSpace, which in¬ 
creases available storage space with¬ 
out requiring you to splurge on a 
brand-new hard drive. 

Finally, we’ll examine two features 
of the $49.95 add-on program, Mi¬ 
crosoft Plus. First, we ’ll take a look at 
the Compression Agent, a handy utili¬ 
ty that gives you control over the way 
the system compresses files. And then 
our tour ends with the System Agent, 
which takes a load off your shoulders 
by automating optimization and sys¬ 
tem maintenance tasks. 




-Settings- 



Supplemental cache size: 

Small -j 

Large 

Optimize access pattern for: 

[j Quad-speed or higher 

“3 

Windows will use 1238 kilobytes of physical memory to perform 

these optimizations while data 

is being accessed. 



Windows 95 lets you fine-tune a system with at least 8 megabytes (MB) of RAM for better CD-ROM performance. 

First, go to the File System Properties screen (click on Start, then choose Settings and Control Panel; double-click on 
the System icon, choose Performance from the System Properties dialog box and click on the File System option). In 
File System Properties, click on the CD-ROM tab and choose “Quad-speed or higher” from the drop-down menu. This 
reserves a little more than 1 MB of RAM to “cache” (read ahead) information from your disc; before going to the CD- 
ROM, Windows will look at the cache to see if the data you want is there. It’s faster to pull up information from memory 
than it is to go to the CD-ROM, so yew’ll get the response you need more quickly. 


Cover Illustration by Andy Lackow 































FREE INTERNET SOFTWARE 

an integrated suite of software which gives you 
point & click access to the Internet, and... 


FREE TRIAL, ONE MONTH, UNLIMITED HOURS 

explore all that Global Network Navigator™ 
and the Internet have to offer. 

CALL NOW OR MAIL THIS CARD TODAY! 

i 

r-1- 


Yes! I’d like to try Global Network Navigator™— FREE. 













Global Network 
Navigator™ 


The everything-you-need-for-the-Intemet service 

GNN is an integrated service for Windows which 
gives you point & click control of the Internet. 


Browse: Our software gives you powerful access to the World Wide 
Web and Gopher, FTP, Newsgroups, unlimited e-mail and more. 

Access: Our nationwide high-speed network makes accessing the 
Internet fast and easy. 

Explore: Our popular Webcrawler Internet directory search tool 
makes navigating the Internet easy - Name a topic and we'll help you 
find it. 

The Whole Internet Catalog™ and GNN's Best of the Net™ 

reviews thousands of web sites so you can make the most of your 
time online. 


Create: Easily publish your own home page on the web and 
share it with your friends or the world. 



"Hassle-free installation, 
easy Net surfing for 
Windows users" ★★★★★ 
PC Computing Magazine, February 1995* 


"...by far the best of the... 
all-in-one Internet suites..." 

PC World Magazine, June 1995 
‘The used quotes refer to Internetworks which is now a part of 
Global Network Navigator™. Reprinted from PC Computing, 

February 1995 and Computer Life Magazine, March 1995. Copyright 
© 1995 Ziff-Davis Publishing Company, L.P. 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 301 CHARLOTTE, l\IC 
POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


Global Network Navigator® 

9900 Brookford Street 
Charlotte, NC 28254-0142 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 
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FAST 

— Provides high-speed 
access. 

— Saves time by 
multitasking. 

EASY 

— One button installation 
and configuration. 

— Simple point & click 
navigation. 

— Organize and catalogue 
information. 

POWERFUL 

— Increase your productivity 
with multithreading 
capabilities. 

— Send and receive e-mail 
while you download. 

FREE! 

FREE software 

FREE trial 

FREE customer 

support 

Call or send for your 

FREE trial today 

Return the card or call 

1 - 800 - 942-1777 
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Introducing Adaptec 
EZ-SCSI 4.0 software. 

If you've been adding peripherals and 
just upgraded to Windows® 95, you've 
probably realized that your desktop 
performance is not a function of the oper¬ 
ating system alone. 
Because true multi¬ 
tasking is more than 
just your PC and peri¬ 
pherals. You also need 
to upgrade your sys- 
toois for your scsi peripherals, tern I/O. That's where 



Adaptec® EZ-SCSI“4.0 software comes in. 

It will train your individual peripherals 
and your system configuration for maxi¬ 
mum performance. Because unlike your 
current library of 16-bit SCSI applications, 
Adaptec EZ-SCSI software takes full 
advantage of your 32-bit operating system. 

It'll even teach your system a few 
new tricks with applications like 
Adaptec 32-Backup, CD-R Copier & 
Writer, QuickScan and Audio CD Player. 

Tame your peripherals with Adaptec 
EZ-SCSI software. See your local com- 


Adaptej puter reseller, or for more infor- 
mation and a free CD-ROM 
SS?' product tour, call 1-800-804-8886 
ext. 5835* You'll have your multi¬ 
tasking system in line in no time. 

"I'm convinced that the key to easy upgrades 
is going to be SCSI. Since Adaptec promoted 
the ASPI driver . . . and something called 
[Adaptec] EZ-SCSI,you can make SCSI work 
without ahassle." 

-John C. Dvorak, PC MAGAZINE** 

cidciptec 

I/O. NOW MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER. 


>95 Adaptec, tec. Ajl rights reser 











See it 



Windows 95 is taking the pc to the next level, a level that yesterday's monitors just can't keep up with, so to see all 

THAT IT CAN DO, YOU'LL NEED A MONITOR THAT'S UP TO SPEED. 

INTRODUCING THE EO SERIES FROM PRINCETON GRAPHIC SYSTEMS. THE HIGH PERFORMANCE SERIES THAT 
J IS TAKING MONITORS TO THE NEXT LEVEL. 

WITH ADVANCED DISPLAY DATA CHANNEL IMPLEMENTATION, YOU'RE READY TO PLUG AND PLAY. HIGH CONTRAST 
FLAT SQUARE TUBE (FST) WITH ADVANCED ANTI-GLARE COATING DELIVERS A SHARPER IMAGE AT EVEN THE MAXIMUM RESOLUTION OF 














1280 X 1024. BY SUPPORTING HIGH REFRESH RATES OF UP TO 75 HZ AT 1024 X 768, EYE FATIGUE CAUSED BY FLICKERING SCREENS 
BECOMES A THING OF THE PAST. 

WITH ALL THE TALK ABOUT THE RELEASE OF WINDOWS 95, YOU'VE HAD PLENTY 
OF TIME TO IMAGINE WHAT IT COULD DO. NOW WITH THE EO SERIES FROM PRINCETON 

Graphic Systems, your imagination comes to life right before your eyes. graphic svsten 


PRINCETON ’ 


2801 South Yale Street, suite 110, Santa Ana, Ca 92704 • tel 1-714-751-8405 • fax 1-714-751-5736 • 1-800-747-6249 TOLL-FREE 

CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 126 
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M anaging the comings 
and goings of the 
numerous files on 
your computer is no 
easy task, and sometimes Win¬ 
dows 95 falls down on the job. 
For instance, it may leave pieces 
of files you think you’ve deleted 
lingering on as lost file frag¬ 
ments on your hard disk. Or it 
may cross-link different files 
after a program crash, assign¬ 
ing them the same space on 
vour disk. That can spell trou¬ 
ble when you try to access data 
or run programs. Luckily, the 
built-in ScanDisk utility can 
free precious disk space tied up 
by lost fragments, as well as 
resolve cross-linking errors. 


ScanDisk 


You can perforin a Standard or 
Thorough disk scan. If you’re 
having problems starting 
programs or booting up your 
PC, choose Thorough; otherwise, 
pick Standard. Click on Start, 
then select Programs, 
Accessories, System Tools 
and ScanDisk. 




ScanDisk win use the following settings when scanning the surface 

/rrr 


. 7 




T Do not perform jyrite-testing. 


ii::iM::::3t i 




If you pick Thorough, 
the Options button lets 
you set test limits. The 
default checks the 
system area (the part 
of your hard disk that 
tells a PC how to start) 
and data area (the rest 
of the disk). 



8B HomePC December 1995 



































IP*' 

G et out of the classroom and improve your 
keyboarding skills with Multimedia Typing 
Instructor! Travel the world and take a typing adventure 
that begins with an "in-flight" movie demonstrating 
effective typing techniques and a personal "guide" that 
leads you to your next typing destination. You will receive 
customized lessons, timed tests, graphically displayed 
progress reports and much more! It's guaranteed to help 
anyone develop their typing speed and accuracy. For 
pure typing excitement, play Virtual Adventures 
interactive games designed for all ages to build 
and improve typing skills. So, cut 
class and discover a new 
way to learn with 
Multimedia Typing 
Instructor! 


* ^^|H| Also Available At These Retailers: 

Ino.1 Pleasanton, CA 94588-9900 * Best Buy • CompUSA • Computer City 

gO-734-8337 circle reader service number 166 Egghead Software • Software Etc. • Call for more! 

© 1995 INDIVIDUAL Softwrs, tftc.’AII rights reserved. Multimedia Typing Instructor and the Individual logo are trademarks ot Individual Software Inc. 















What Would You Give 
To Have All Her Best Moments 
On One 10 Minute Videotape? 


IM s easy to see why your favorite home 
video moments are so special. And now it's 
easy to share them, thanks to VideoDirector— 
the software that trims unwanted footage 
from your videotapes, turning them into 
truly wonderful memories. 4 

VideoDirector makes home videos * 
more exciting, more watchable. Videos of 
holidays, vacations, birthdays, weddings, 
and more. 

VideoDirector is so simple to use, it's 
almost unbelievable! 

All you need is the camcorder, the VCR, and 
the PC or Macintosh computer you already own. 
Connect them with the included SmartCable. 
Then choose the shots you want. Put them in the 
order you desire. Press "make tape." That's it! 


yjDEO 

AWARDS 




Everything you need is included. 

The result is engaging highlight tapes from 
any camcorder videos you have now. 

VideoDirector even does tape labels for 
you. More than 100,000 people are already 
creating highlight videos with Video Director. 
Now it's your turn. 

Call us today at 1-800-982-9888 for more 
information or a deal¬ 
er near you. Then sit 
down with your loved 
ones and give them 
the best moments of 
their lives, all on 
one videotape. 

_ a GOLD DISK 

VideoDirector 

The Easiest Way to Make Great Videotapes! 

Call 1-800-982-9888 Today! 

website: http://www.golddisk.com i 



registered trademarks of Gold Disk Inc 








BONUS 

neirech 


AcWisioN 


MechWarrior, BattleTech and 'Mech are registered trademarks and NetMe 
l/licrosoft, Windows and the Windows logo are registered trademarks of M 


:h is atrademark of FASA CORPORATION. (©1995 FASA CORPORATION. 








Disk Defragmenter 


Launch Disk Defragmenter by clicking on Start, then select 
Programs, Accessories, System Tools and Disk Defragmenter. 
Choose the drive you want to defrag. 


Drive C is 16% fragmented. Defragmenting this drive 
could improve its performance. 


While Windows defragments your drive, you can safely 

use your computer to carry out other tasks. However, 
your computer may operate more slowly while the 
Defragmenter is running. 


To defrag or not 
to defrag? Disk De¬ 
fragmenter tells you 
when defragging 
can improve perfor¬ 
mance. A drive 
that’s more than 10 
percent fragmented 
is usually a likely 
candidate for the 


Start ;| Select Drive j Advanced... | 




W indows 95 picked 
up one of Win¬ 
dows 3.1 ’s bad 
habits: It hap¬ 
hazardly scatters the con¬ 
tents of new files in whatever 
blocks of free hard disk 
space it finds. PC perfor¬ 
mance suffers when you re¬ 
trieve files that have been 
broken up this way. Fortu¬ 
nately, Windows 95’s Disk 
Defragmenter lets you cor¬ 
rect the problem; the utility 
puts all the pieces of seg¬ 
mented files back together 
again, speeding up your 
hard disk activity. 


rararars— 

When do you want to use these options? 

C Ihis time only. Nest time, use the defaults ag 
ff Save these options and use them every time 


Click on Advanced to choose a defrag method. The default setting 
is Full, which lines up all file pieces next to each other and puts all 
free space at the end of the disk. 


OK 


A status bar shows how the 
defragging process is proceeding. 
If you want more information, click 
on Show Details. 


w 


J . :l Show Details j 


around the 
hard disk to 
improve 
overall 
performance. 



Now you can seethe seg¬ 
ments of your hard disk 
represented as colorful 
boxes. Click on Legend to 
learn, for instance, that the 
light-blue boxes represent 
data that belongs at the 
beginning of the harddisk. 
After you’ve defragged, you 
should notice that your 
files open more quickly and 
also save faster. 


Each bon represents one disk duster. 
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This X-mas, Experience the 
Ultimate Adventure for Under $40 



The Ultimate Adventure 

The year is 1999. A mysterious 
form of radiation is threatening life as we 
know it on Earth. ...On a small 
tropical island, 1500 miles southwest of 
Hawaii, something sinister is going on... 
Monstrous mutants, alien fiends, 
and inexplicable phenomena.Many 
research teams have gone in... not a 
living soul has ever come out! Now as 
the last hope, the military has turned 
to you to crack the mystery and save 
the world from impending devastation. 
Your mission is to explore this island 
with the aid of a highly advanced 
computerized robot and an arsenal of 
state-of-the-art weapons. You must 
investigate unchartered tropical terrain, 
examine and analyze clues to seek out 
and destroy the source of this Evil. 
And remember... Expect the unexpected! 


“Excellent sound effects and 
surprisingly realistic graphics” 

VIDEOGAME Advisor 


“Maabus is an impressive piece 
of digital alchemy” 

Entertainment Weekly 


Revolutionary features make 
this game a totally spectacular 
interactive experience. Over 1400 3D 
animations - allow the user to explore 
an everchanging backdrop of intriguing 
scenery. A gripping plot challenges the 
player at every turn. Hundreds of audio 
effects and original music, bring each 
moment of play to life. 



WUL 


ud id auculab 


? this C^hridtmad at a Specialprice in computer stored everywhere! 


MICROFORUM’S INTERNET ADDRESS: World-Wide Web http://www.microforum.com Einail:mail@microforum.com 
Call 1 -800-465-CDCD for the name of your nearest dealer or to order direct! DISTRIBUTOR / DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME! 

For more information about Microforum and our products, call us direct at (416)656-6406 or write: 1 Woodborough Ave., Toronto, Ontario CANADA M6M 5A1 
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JO*K 


Internet 

Mosaic In A Box is the easiest to use World Wide Web browser that grants 
immediate access to the internet, why wait? it complements and completes 

your Windows 95* desktop today. Mosaic In A Box is the newest addition to our 

Internet family, brought to you by the creators of the award-winning products 
Internet In A Box™ and Internet Office™ So when you buy Windows 95, 
don’t forget your Window to the Internet-AioSO/C In A Box. 

e Low-cost access through CompuServe’s nationwide network. 
Ready-to-use Internet e-mail. 

& Finding information is like magic with the Internet Wizard. 
Free technical support** and an interactive online 




CompuServe 

SPRY/intemet Divisior 


*Mosteic In A Box also includes disks for Windows 3.11. **For90days. 

. © 199S CompuServe Incorporated. All rights reserved. Printed in the USA. CompuServe is a registered trademark and Mosaic In A Box. Internet Office and 
NCSAm'" A B ° X ^ demark5 ^ CompuServe Incorporated. All other names are registered trademarks or trademarks of their respective companies. 

This version is being distorted* 1 under a licens.ng agreemenfwith Sp^to.^. Part No. CS-WOM^^ f * Urbana-Champaign. 


I-800-557-9614, ext, 69, 
e-mail: winmbox69@spry.com, 
web: http://www.spry.com 




CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 141 





















Experience Amphitheater Sound 
From Your Computer 


Discover a New 
Dimension of Sound 

^Award-winning Vivid 3D™ products 
from NuReality create true-to-life three-dimensional 
sound from only two speakers! Thanks to patented 
srsC#)® Technology Vivid 3D products retrieve 
ambient information hidden in an audio track to restore 
the “live” feeling to all of your music, multimedia 
applications and games. 


Award-Winning Vivid 3D Products 

The Vivid 3D Pro incorporates sophisticated audio 
controls that let you customize your audio output, and 
a powerful built-in amplifier making it an ideal 
companion to bookshelf speakers. For powered speaker 
rs, the Prout sports the 
Bsame great features as the 
I Vivid 3D Pro without the 
r amplifier. 


Not Convinced Yet? Industry Experts Are! 

“The Vivid 3D is an absolute winner. It’s easy to use, 
reasonably priced, and delivers everything it promises.” 
Multimedia World 

“By far the best 3-D results I’ve heard come from 
NuReality’s add-on SRS unit....With this 
gizmo your audio world opens up spatially.” 

PC Magazine 

Suprisingly Affordable 

We offer a complete family of 


starting under $100. Call today and begin to hear what 
you’ve been missing. All Vivid 3D products are 
compatible with Macintosh and PC Systems. 


SB 

NuReality* 

1-800-501-8086 

2907 Daimler St. Santa Ana, CA 92705 
714-442-1080 
http ://www. nureality. com 
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DriveSpace 


R unning a little low 
on your hard drive 
space? Small won¬ 
der — you’ve proba¬ 
bly been packing it tight 
with new Windows 95 pro¬ 
grams while clinging to 
some Windows 3.1 favorites. 
The good news is you don’t 
have to rush out and buy a 
bigger hard drive. With Win¬ 
dows 95’s DriveSpace, you 
can make room for an ex¬ 
panding library of software 
programs and data. This 
disk compression utility can 
double your storage space — 
a neat trick that squeezes 
extra life from your formerly 
squeezed drive. 


If you didn’t activate the DriveSpace utility when you installed Windows 95, just click on the 
Add/Remove Programs icon in the Control Panel, choose the Windows Setup tab, and then 
click on the checkbox next to the Disk Tools item. 


Once DriveSpace is 
installed, click on the Start 
button, and select Pro¬ 
grams, Accessories and 
System Tools. Then click 


Drive from the menubar 
and click on Compress. 


1 DriveSpace 


(sm^'OTvanced JHelp 

Adjust Free Space... 
Properties... 


3.5" Floppy drive 

5.25" Floppy drive 

Format... 

Physical drive { 

Exit 

1 Physical drive 

1 


Compresses the selected drive. 


A pie chart will show you 
how much free space you’ll 
gain by compression. Click 
on Start if you’re satisfied 
with the projection; if not, 
click on Options to change 
the amount of free space. 


Drive C (now) 


Drive C (after compression) 

o 



0 Free space: 88.39 MB 


■ Free space: 300.74 MB” 

■ Used space: 145.07 MB 


■ Used space: 145.07 MB" 

Capacity: 233.46 MB 


Capacity: 445.80 MB" 



" estimated 



DriveSpace 3 in the optional Mi¬ 
crosoft Plus package compresses up 
to 50 percent more than DriveSpace. 
(DriveSpace 3 replaces DriveSpace 
and is accessed the same way.) It 
also provides more options. 


I6B HomePC December 1995 




















































HoT 

Stuff 


Indeed! 


—PC Magazine fr I 


“Editors’ Choice” October 10, 1 ( 



Surpasses all other 
HTML software 

“Serious Web publishers will 
be happy with nothing less than 
HoTMetaL PRO.” 

—PC Magazine , October 10, 1995 

“The coolest!” 

—MacWEEK, September 1995 

A serious product 

for creating high-quality HTML 
pages. With HoTMetaL, it’s almost 
certain you’ll get your HTML document 
correct on the first try.” 

—PC Computing, December 1994 

“A real page churner.” 

— NetGuide, November 1995 

A snap 

“A variety of preformatted templates 
makes it a snap to get standard 
documents online quickly.” 

—PC World, March 1995 


HoTM«(oL PRO. 20 

The Most Popular HTML Publishing Tool for the Web 


^ SoftQuad 

Want to know more? Log onto http://www.vmedia.com/htmlpro2.html for details, system requirements and specials. 
Available now at these and other software outlets. For information, call toll free: 1-800-743-5369. 

_ Another product from 

SSugn BEV T COMPUSA lun^pf software© VENTANA 










Create professional brochures 


m minutes. 


Also design business cards, flyers, postcards, certificates and more! 


W ith MyBrochures™ for 
Windows,™ it takes just 
minutes to create your own 
brochures, business cards, flyers, 
postcards — everything you need 
to enhance your professional 
image. MyBrochures does it all in 
five easy steps: 

1 Choose from over 300 designs 
of color pre-printed paper. 

The paper designs are displayed 
right on 
your 

computer 
screen. 

2 Start 
typing 
anywhere 
you want 
on the page. 

There's no need to * 
waste time formatting 
columns and margins — 
it's all automatically set 
up for you. 


O Add your own logos, photos 
W and clip art — anything that 
helps tell your story. 

M When you're ready to print, 

■ put the color brochure paper in 
your printer. 

C Admire your work! You 

w deserve it. It's never been 
easier to create a professional image 
for your business. 




Special Price ^995. 

$5995 


No Risk 30-day 
Money-Back Guarantee 

MyBrochures 
Mailers & More 

for Windows™3.1 &Windows™95 
Also available on CD-ROM 

To order or for more information, call 

1 - 800 - 325-9095 

Mention code 71 to get special price 


MySoftware Company- 


Over 1 million satisfied customers 


































333 Start j 


Playing 





Start having fun on Windows® 95 with Pitfall: The Mayan Adventure— 
13 thrilling levels, fantastic side-scrolling gameplay, stunning animation 
and a truly incredible soundtrack. Because the best reason to upgrade to 
Windows® 95 is... playing! 


Now Available for Windows 95 


AcTiVisioN 


Also available for SNES, Sega Genesis, Genesis 32X and Sega CD. Swing by and win @ http://www.activision.com 

PITFALL! and Activision are registered trademarks and Pitfall: The Mayan Adventure is a trademark of Activision, Inc. Microsoft, Windows and the Windows logo are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 













Backup 


■ 'V on’t wait until you’ve 
I ■ accidentally erased a 
I W file or lost all your im- 
^ portant information in 
a hard drive crash to learn the 
value of backing up. With Win¬ 
dows 95, all you need are extra 
floppies—or a backup device 
such as a tape drive—to ensure 
you’ll always be able to lay your 
hands on a secure copy of your 
vital information. 


Install Backup by clicking on Start, then 
select Settings and Control Panel. 
Double-click on the Add/Remove 
Programs icon, then click on the Windows 
Setup tab. From here, click on Disk Tools, 

: then on the Details button. Click on the 
checkbox next to the Backup item. Once 
Backup is installed, click on Start again, 
then select Programs, Accessories, 
System Tools and Backup. 




ise Microsoft Backup to copy (i.e. "back up") 
important files from your computer's hard disk to a 
floppy disk or tape. 


'he three steps in backing up are: 

1. Choose each file or foider you wish to back up 

by clicking the check box(S9) to the left of it. 

2. Select the destination, such as floppy drive A, 

where the backup copies will be placed. 

3. Start the backup process. 


information, click on the Help button below. 


show this again 


The handy cheat sheet in 
the Welcome to Backup 


you need to take. To skip 
this message, simply click 
on the checkbox that 
appears in the lower part 
of the window. 


E3 


Backup creates a Full System Backup “set” 
for you. Run this Full System Backup set 
weekly so you’ll always have an intact copy 
of your hard drive’s contents—but don’t forget 
to back up new files every day. 


, Backup has created the following full backup file set for you: 

Full System Backup 

WARNING: To back up your entire hard drive, you must use this file set. 
This file set is configured to include all the registry files which are 
necessary for your system to work properly when restored. Do not use 
this file set for incremental or partial backups. The backup set 
that is created by using this file set is intended for disaster 
recovery. Do not do partial restores with the resultant backup: 


B. 



To back up only certain files or drives, click on the 
Backup tab, then on the unmarked checkbox next 
to the appropriate drive or file. To back up specific 
folders, click on the plus symbol next to the drive 
in question, then on the checkbox next to each 
directory. For a full hard drive backup, go to the 
File menu and open Full System Backup. 
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GIVE 



Giving HOMEPC is as 
generous as the spirit of the 
Holidays itself. 

Order gift subscriptions today for 
everyone on your holiday list who 
has a PC at home. Then relax and 
enjoy the festive days ahead! 

IT TAKES JUST A MINUTE. 

No jostling crowds. No over¬ 
heated stores. No pressure and no 
big bite out of your wallet. 

IT’S AFFORDABLE. 

In fact, prices are at their 
lowest ever. A full year — 

12 issues — for only $12.97! 

IT’S ALWAYS NEW. 

HOMEPC will be appreciated 
all year long. 

FREE GIFT CARDS. 

We’ll send an attractive Holiday 
gift card to each recipient to 
announce your gift subscription. 
Plus each issue will serve as a 
monthly reminder of your 
thoughtful generosity. 


9 


For fastest service, 
call T80CM348-4100 


HOMEPC 
GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 


% 


O YES , please enter my gift subscription for the person listed on this card 
and bill me at the special Holiday rate of only $12.97 per gift (1 year/12 issues) — 
a savings of $22.43 each off the newsstand price, your lowest rate possible! 

O Payment enclosed O Bill me O Renew my subscription at the special Holiday price 


From: e 


Send Gift To: 


DON’T SEND MONEY NOW IF IT’S NOT CONVENIENT! 

WE’LL BILL YOU LATER. 7512NH 


HOMEPC 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTION [// 

OYES, please enter my gift subscription for the person listed on this card 
and bill me at the special Holiday rate of only $12.97 per gift (1 year/12 issues) — 
a savings of $22.43 each off the newsstand price, your lowest rate possible! 

O Payment enclosed O Bill me O Renew my subscription at the special Holiday price 


From: < 


Send Gift To: 


DON’T SEND MONEY NOW IF IT’S NOT CONVENIENT! 
WE’LL BILL YOU LATER. 


ORDER HOMEPC t 

FOR YOURSELF! I 

O YES , please enter my subscription for HOMEPC today and bill me at 
the special Holiday rate of only $12.97 per gift (1 year/12 issues) — a savings of 
$22.43 each off the newsstand price, your lowest rate possible! 

O Payment enclosed O Bill me 


DON’T SEND MONEY NOW IF IT’S NOT CONVENIENT! 
WE’LL BILL YOU LATER. 
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Id only handle 


one fthing at a 


Without a SCSI connection, 
true multitasking isn’t possible. 

In theory, if your PC is working on several 
things at once, productivity should skyrocket. 
And that's what OS/2® Warp, Windows® 95 



The ISA-to-SCSI AHA‘-1542CP and PCI-to-SCSI AHA-2940 host 
adapters with Adaptec EZ-SCSr software 


and Windows NT" can do. But add peri¬ 
pherals to the equation. Soon you'll find that 
an operating system alone won't let you do 
things like run a CD-ROM program and 
download Internet files at the same time. 

That's because multitasking with multiple 
peripherals requires SCSI. With SCSI, your 
computer can talk to several peripherals at 
once, performing multiple tasks simul¬ 
taneously. And, with the bus mastering 
capabilities of Adaptec® SCSI host adapters, 
your system will perform much better. 

Even Adaptec EZ-SCSI software increases 
productivity by managing SCSI peripher¬ 
als for maximum system performance. 




Adaptec It's I/O innovations like these, 
and Adaptec's reputation for 
quality, compatibility and ease 
se, that have made Adaptec 
IOware® products an industry standard. 

For a free buyer's guide and CD-ROM 
tour of Adaptec EZ-SCSI software, call 
1-800-804-8886 ext. 5830 today.* We'll have 
you scanning, downloading, backing up, 
and chewing gum. All at the same time. 


(SOadaprec* 

I/O. NOW MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER. 


the IOware logo, AHA and EZ-SCSI are trademarks of Adaptec, Inc. which may be registered in some jurisdictions. All other trademarks usecMaslong h> their respective owners. ^ 9 P P*®c logo 


























Worm your way to http://www.activision.com and win! 

Activision isa registered trademark of Activision. Inc © 199s Activision. Inc All rights reserved. Earthworm lim and all related characters © 1994 Shiny Entertainment, tnc Characters oeated by Dou?TenN 


The hit video game - tarrnworm jim - new 

Twenty potent levels. 
Pumping 256-color graphics. 
Heart-racing CD soundtrack. 


■ HI LJ 

Twenty difficult levels, A new homing rocket is A wacked-out world 

including one not in the Windows 95 of super-enhanced 

other versions! weapon of choice. 256-color graphics. 
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W indows 95’s DriveSpace 
feature doesn ’t let you 
work on individual files. 
For that, you ’ll need the 
Compression Agent found in the 
Windows 95 add-on program, Micro¬ 
soft Plus, which lets you designate 
particular files for a greater or lesser 
degree of compression. (You save more 
disk space using the highest levels, 
but files also take longer to open.) To 
use the Compression Agent, you must 
upgrade to DriveSpace 3, which 
comes in the Plus package. 


Compression Agent 


The Compression 
Agent UltraPack option 
offers the highest 
level of compression, 
followed by HiPack. 
Click on Settings to 
take your pick. To get to 
the screen, click on 
Start, then choose 
Programs, Accessories, 
System Tools and 
Compression Agent. 



► The 
Compression 
Agent lets 
you exempt 
particular 
files from 
compression 
for speedier 
access. 



a 



1 . Which files do you want to UltraPack? 

Dg not UltraPack any files (maximum performance] 

* k not ,K " M * nd ® d 

For better all-around file access 
speed, you may decide not to use 
UltraPack on any files. Or you may 
choose to use UltraPack only on 
files that are unused for a specified 
number of days. Click on 

Exceptions to alter the general 
rules set in this screen. 

Nsfc2. Dojgrfwant to HiPack the rest of your files? j 

C fto, store them uncompressed (maximum performance) j 

F Save these settings as the new default settings 

| OK ~~j Cancel j Exceptions... | Advanced. 




To use the Add Exceptions screen, click 
on Add from within the Exceptions dialog 
box. Then you can designate use of 
UltraPack, HiPack or No Compression on 
the file, file type or folder you specify. 




Is.il 

Cancel | 



From the Compression Agent screen, 
click on Settings, then on Advanced to 
indicate how much free disk space you 
Want to maintain at all times, but be 
aware that a large amount could 
compromise system performance. 
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WEBPHONE 

FOR THE INTERNET. ITS WORTH 


SCREAMING, 

SHOUTING, 


TALKING 



1-800-683-6696. WebPhone. It’s got everybody talking. 


Why type when you can talk? Quarterdeck WebPhone brings your voice to the Internet by letting you use 
your PC just like a phone. You can call anywhere in the world for no more than what you’re already paying 
for your Internet connection. $50 or so (the price of two licenses) gets you unlimited talk. Call to find out 
more about WebPhone and other top-rated Internet products from Quarterdeck. 











ONLY INTERNET PHONE LET'S YOU TALK AROUND THE WORLD, 
AROUND THE CLOCK—FOR FREE! 

The Internet Phone™ lets you stay in touch with family, friends and business associates around the globe. All for the 
Internet connection. VocalTec’s Internet Phone has set the standard in voice communications over the Internet. Log oi 
hundreds of thousands of people who have already discovered the Internet Phone. They’re waiting to hear from you! 

Want to know more? Call 1-800-743-5369, or log onto http://www.vmedia.com/iphone.3html for details and 
system requirements. 

“An exciting new application...an inexpensive way to send your voice over the Internet. PC Magazin 


VOCALTEC 


£* software© 


SPECIAL HOLIDAY OFFER: 


*0rd(e44 pt&ne 


cellular phone 
















The Place To Conte Home To 


Using the latest Web browsers, you can access our 
Home Page to read the latest news, browse through 
back issues plus a whole lot more. 


To access HomePC’s Home Page: 

http:7/techweb.cmp^om/llp[C 
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► With 

System Agent, 
Windows 95 
will perform 
system 
maintenance 
chores such as 
disk defrag¬ 
ging and 
backup 
automatically. 


System Agent 


I t’s great to have Windows 95’s tools 
on hand to help you protect your 
data and keep your PC functioning 
in top shape. But with your hectic 
schedule, it's no surprise that now and 
then you might forget to defrag your disk 
or neglect to scan files for errors. That’s 
where Microsoft Plus’s System Agent steps 
in. This utility lets you automate such 
tasks; they’ll run on their own at desig¬ 
nated times, and you won’t have to give 
them a second thought. 


A new icon (shown below) appears on your taskbar when you install the Plus pack's 
System Agent; just double-click on this icon to launch the program. System Agent 
runs in the background and will notify you if disk space gets iow, and schedule Disk 
Defragmenter and ScanDisk to run at a preset time without your assistance. 


f 




.- 


To change a program’s 
default settings, simply click 
on the program's name, then 
on Program, and finally on 
Change Schedule from the 
drop-down menu. 


Ram Tackett is a Houston-based writer. 


From the Change Schedule screen, you can 
alter various aspects of the default settings. 
For instance, you may want an activity such 
as Low Disk Space Notification to occur daily 
rather than hourly. 


Click on Program, then on Schedule a New 
Program from the System Agent screen to 
schedule full backup of your hard disk. Click 
on Browse and select the Full System 
Backup file in the Accessories folder; System 
Agent will now automatically run Backup at a 
time you indicate. 





















































Join the Scarecrow, 
the Tin Woodsman, and the Lion 
for two fantastic journeys 
along the 

Yellow 3r\ck Road m ■ 


Directed by 

Hiroyuki MIURA 1 


Hybrid CDgSOM for Mac and Windows 


I registered 
Computer, Inc. 


atible with Windowl 
lark of Microsoft Cor 


1995 SYNERGY Inc. All Rights reserved. 
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“The paper 
chase ends with 
PaperMaster!' 


Imagine everything you’ve 
filed and lost, piled and 
lost, or tossed and lost— 
found with one click. 

With PaperMaster 1 , 1 * you 
file once and find instantly. 
- It gives you instant 
access to information. 
Which means you get the power 
of ultimate organization. 

PaperMaster creates a 
personal file cabinet on 
your Windows® or 
Windows® 95 compatible 
PC or laptop. It lets you 
store virtually anything, 
using a scanner, fax modem 
or from any Windows appli¬ 


cation. From incoming faxes to || 
income taxes. 

E-mail, spreadsheets, faxes, and C 
memos are all visually retriev- II 
able, or instantly accessible by 
using full text search tools. 

What’s more, PaperMaster’s 
AutoFiling™ feature actually files 
your documents. Automatically. 
Amazing Microsoft 
as it seems, WindOWS 95 

PaperMaster 

is as easy to use as a standard file 
cabinet. It’s more affordable, and 
much more functional. 

PaperMaster gives you ulti¬ 
mate organization, efficiency, and 
information access. Powerful stuff, 


[Ml for less than a hundred bucks. 
[Ml No matter how often you 
[Mi file, PaperMaster is the 
Mafl fastest way to find and use 
your information. So order today 
for just $99, and get our uncon¬ 
ditional 30-day, money-back 
guarantee. You’ve got nothing to 
lose but a whole lot of paper. 

Order Today! 


1 - 800-362 


□ay: 

8624 


PaperMaster 


— 


DocuMagix, the DocuMagix logo, PaperMaster, and AutoFiling are trademarks of DocuMagix, 

DocuMagix, Inc., 2880 Zanker Road, San Jose, CA 95134. Phone: 408-434-1138. Fax: 408- 
434-0915. *Plus applicable sales tax, shipping and handling. 


Also distributed by... 

&6H&PSOPTM& 
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HOMEPC 


direct 


HomePC Direct offers you a sampling of 
companies that specialize in selling 
products directly to you. 

If you prefer buying PC hardware & 
software through the mail or are consid¬ 
ering trying this avenue for the first time, 
you’ll find HomePC Direct of value. 
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800 - 228-7449 

CUSTOMER SERVICE, CALL 508-443-6125 9am - 5pm EST 

NOW ORDER 24 HOURS ext. 369 

Complete on-line catalog with over 5000 
software and hardware titles. 

© Prodigy - Computer Express © CompuServe - GO Express 
© Internet - info@cexpress.com © AOL - Computer Express 
© www - http://cexpress.com © eWorld - cexpress 

.No surcharge is added to credit card orders. .PO's, wire transfers, nersonal nnd cashiers checks 
accepted..Some if 11 " ' 


X 9 ;r; 


ms offered for sale are subject to availability. .We are not r 
Shipping and handling charges apply. .Worldwide shipping! 


COMPUTER Express I e 

31 Union Ave.Sudbury, MA01776 Info: 508443-6125 Fax: 508^443-5645 
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FasterBetter 
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M icrosoft® 

Windows® 95 


CALL OR FAX YOUR SPECIFICATIONS FOR A CUSTOM QUOTE 


ZEPHYR™ ONYX SYSTEM - PREFLIGHT CHECKLIST 

133 MHz Intel Pentium® Processor "Check" 

Tower or Desktop Case with 250W power supply "Check" 

PCI Local Bus Main Board, 256 KB Cache, Intel Triton® Chipset “Check" 
16 MB RAM “Check" 

1.2 GB EIDE Hard Drive, 10 ms & 3.5" Disk Drive "Check" 

17" Nokia 447L SVGA Monitor, non-interlaced, .28 dot pitch “Check" 
Diamond Stealth 64 Video VRAM 2 MB "Check" 

Sony SRS-D2K 3-piece powered speaker system with subwoofer 

Logitech WingMan Extreme joystick 

101 -Key Extended Keyboard & Logitech MouseMan sensa 
28.8 Modem/14.4 Fax 


APC PowerManager 
WINDOWS 95 
Microsoft Works 95 




•Check" ZEPHYR COMPUTER CORPORATION 

18004488806 






























Prepare binding, legal documents 
quickly, easily and affordably! 


Enter personal information once and [j^l 
drop it instantly into any document Ins^P i | 

Keep documents complete and legally Imjrl 
binding with the Quick Finish audit I ▼ I 

Spell-check your documents and I hbc I 
protect confidentiality with passwords IV I 


Mac' OS 




Evening Phone( 


Format (choose one): □ DOS □ Windows 

□ Mac □ Power Mac 

Disk Size: □ 3.5" □ 5.25'(DOS only) 

□ CD-ROM (not available for DOS) 

Disk Density (DOS only, choose one): □ High □ Low 
We will ship HD 3.5" Windows disks if boxes are unmarked 
Method of Payment: Q American Express Q VISA 

□ Discover □ MasterCard □ COD (Add $5) 

Q Check or Money Order (enclosed) 


Hold on to your future. i 
Protect hers today 


Powerful tools make Quicken 
Family Lawyer simple to use! 

■ Online interview guides you through the 
steps necessary to complete your documents. 

■ Comprehensive help system includes 

a legal guide explaining each document. 

■ Document Suggestions finds the legal 
documents best suited to your needs. 

Accurate, reliable and legally binding: 
The documents you create with 
Quicken Family Lawyer are: 

■ Up-to-date with recent legislation. 

■ State-specific. 

■ Designed by a team of expert attorneys. 

■ Valid in 49 states and the District of Columbia. 


Quicken* Family 
Lawyer puts your 
will and more 
in your hands. 
Powerfully Legally 

What would happen to your loved 
ones if you died? Are you prepared for 
the legal repercussions of a serious 
accident? 

Now you can be—quickly, easily and 
in the privacy of your own home! 
Quicken Family Lawyer helps you pre¬ 
pare your own state-specific, legally 
binding wills, powers of attorney and 


Protect your family and your assets 
with 61 binding documents including: 

■ Simple Wills/Living Will and Revocation 

■ Individual and Joint Living Trusts 

■ Health Care Power of Attorney 

■ Estate Planning Worksheet 

■ Childcare Authorization 

■ Promissory Note 

■ Stop Payment on Check 

■ Small Claims Worksheet 

■ Advance Health Care Directive 

■ Organ Donation/Refusal Forms 

■ Medical Records Transfer Authorization 

■ Home Buying/Selling Worksheets 

■ Residential and Commercial Leases 

■ Homeowners’ Association Proxy 

■ Buying/Selling/Leasing Agreements 

■ Contract/Service/Employment Agreements 

■ Corporate Proxy 

■ Non-Compete Agreement 

■ Business Minutes, Notes and Worksheets 
m AND MORE! 


Everyone needs a valid will. 
And now it costs only $29 to create 
your own! Order today—call 

© 1 - 800 - 223 - 6925 ® 

Or • fax your order to 1-319-395-7449 • mail the 
coupon below • order online via Internet URL 
(httpy/www.parsonstech.com), America Onlinef 
(keyword PARSONS) or CompuServef (GO PA) 


l?fYes, help me protect my 
family and assets with Quicken 
Family Lawyer for just $29! 

Please add $5 shipping/handling. IA residents add 5% sates tax. 
CA residents add 7.25% sales tax f Includes Users Guide (online 
for CD-ROM) and expert technical support. Not copy protected 
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advertisers index 

TkU index is provided as an additional service by the publisher, which assumes no liability for errors or omissions. 

“ 1I - Dr ' ™ Guide”; ”B” pages denote “A Visual Guide To Windows 95” (followingpage 444). 
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FUN...FANTASTIC...FREE...INFORMATION!! 


Issue Date-December, 1995 
Circle the numbers or 

Ml 044 087 130 173 216 25! 
002 045 088 131 174 217 29 
003 046 089 132 175 218 26 


Expiration Date - March 31 


005 048 091 
006 049 092 
M7 050 093 
008 051 094 
009 052 095 
010 053 096 
011 054 097 
012 055 098 
013 056 
014 057 
015 058 
016 059 
017 060 


4 177 220 2f 


14 347 390 433 476 519 562 605 648 

15 348 391 434 477 520 563 606 

16 349 392 435 478 521 564 607 

17 350 393 436 479 522 565 608 


136 179 222 265 308 351 394 437 480 

137 180 223 266 

138 181 224 267 

139 182 225 268 

140 183 226 269 

141 184 227 270 

142 185 228 271 


649 692 735 7 

650 693 736 T 
694 737 71 


HOMEPC 


3 186 229 272 3' 

4 187 230 273 3' 


486 529 572 

487 530 573 

488 531 574 


358 401 444 

359 402 445 

360 403 446 

361 404 447 490 533 576 


i 149 192 235 278 31 
' 150 193 236 279 3i 
I 151 194 237 280 31 
i 152 195 238 281 3i 


365 408 451 494 537 580 623 

366 409 452 495 538 581 624 

367 410 453 496 539 582 625 


656 699 742 71 

657 7M 743 71 

658 701 744 71 

659 702 745 71 

660 703 746 71 

661 704 747 7! 

662 705 748 

663 706 749 

664 707 750 

665 708 751 

666 709 752 

667 710 753 


791 835 81 

792 836 81 

793 837 8! 


154 197 240 283 326 369 4' 


10 583 626 669 712 755 798 84 

18 541 584 627 670 713 756 799 84 

19 542 585 628 61 


159 202 245 288 

160 203 246 289 33 

161 204 247 290 33 

162 205 248 291 33 

20 163 206 249 292 33 

164 207 250 293 33 

122 165 208 251 294 33 


371 414 457 500 543 586 629 672 715 758 

673 716 759 

674 717 760 
331 374 417 460 503 546 589 632 675 718 761 

il 504 547 590 633 676 71 


801 845 888 

802 846 889 

803 847 890 


24 167 210 253 296 

25 168 211 254 297 

169 212 255 298 


382 425 468 511 554 

383 426 469 512 555 

384 427 470 513 556 

170 213 256 299 342 385 428 471 514 557 

171 214 257 3M 343 386 429 472 515 558 

172 215 258 301 344 387 430 473 516 559 


462 505 548 591 634 677 720 763 

463 506 549 592 635 678 721 764 

464 507 550 593 636 679 722 765 

465 508 551 594 637 680 723 766 

466 509 552 595 638 681 724 767 

- 682 725 768 

683 726 769 

684 727 770 


806 850 893 

807 851 894 

808 852 895 


811 855 898 

812 856 899 

813 857 9M 


950 □ Personal Computers 

951 □ Printers/Scanners 

952 □ Monitors 

953 □ Multimedia Boards/Speakers 

954 □ Entertainment Software 

955 □ Educational Software 

956 □ Personal Productivity Software 

957 □ On-Line Services 

958 □ Accessories 

959 □ Utilities 

960 □ Mail Order Companies 

1 Do you have children 
living at home? 

01 □ Age 3-12 

02 □ Age 12 + 

3 Do you own 

05 □ Mac? 

06 □ IBM compatible? 

07 □ Other? 

2 Are you 

03 □ Married? 

04 □ Single? 

4 CD-Rom Do you... 

08 □ Own? 

09 □ Plan to buy in the next 

12 months ? 


Add 

City 

State Zip 

Teleohone 

Fax 



13 686 729 772 81 

14 687 730 773 81 

15 688 731 774 81 



NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
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UNITED 
STATES 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
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FUN...FANTASTIC...FREE...INFORMATION!! 


Issue Date -December, 1995 

Circle the numbers or 


Expiration Date - March 31 

at correspond to the ads or 


047 090 133 
048 091 134 
049 092 135 
050 093 136 
051 094 137 
052 095 138 
053 096 139 
054 097 140 


259 302 345 388 431 474 517 560 603 646 689 732 775 818 862 

260 303 346 389 432 475 518 561 604 647 690 733 776 819 863 

261 304 347 390 433 476 519 562 605 648 691 734 777 820 864 

262 305 348 391 434 477 520 563 606 649 692 735 778 821 865 

77 220 263 306 349 392 435 478 521 564 607 650 693 736 779 

78 221 264 307 350 393 436 479 522 565 60 

79 222 265 308 351 394 437 480 523 566 60 

481 524 567 6 


HOMEPC 


14 737 780 823 867 


225 268 : 
83 226 269 : 
184 227 270 1 
142 185 228 271 I 


87 230 273 31 

88 231 274 31 

89 232 275 31 


10 353 396 41 

11 354 387 4. 

12 355 398 4 


234 277 31 

192 235 278 3! 

07 150 193 236 279 3i 

08 151 194 237 280 31 


3 156 

157 200 243 286 '• 

158 201 244 287 I 

159 202 245 288 1 

7 160 203 246 289 I 

161 204 247 290 ! 

162 205 248 291 ! 

163 206 249 292 I 

21 164 207 250 293 I 

"" 165 208 251 294 i 

166 209 252 295 ! 

24 167 210 253 296 ! 

25 168 211 254 297 I 

169 212 255 298 1 

170 213 256 299 ! 

28 171 214 257 300 I 

29 172 215 258 301 I 


>7 370 413 4 
18 371 414 4 
!9 372 415 4 


l 375 418 
3 376 419 - 
I 377 420 . 


1 380 423 r 
3 381 424 ‘ 
3 382 425 ‘ 
3 383 426 ‘ 
1 384 427 x 


I 483 526 569 
484 527 570 
! 485 528 571 6 
I 486 529 572 6 

487 530 573 

488 531 574 

489 532 575 618 

490 533 576 619 

491 534 577 620 

492 535 578 621 

493 536 579 622 

494 537 580 623 

495 538 581 624 

496 539 582 625 

497 540 583 626 

498 541 584 627 

499 542 585 628 
I 586 629 


656 699 742 7f 

657 700 743 7! 

658 701 744 7i 

659 702 745 7f 

660 703 746 7f 

661 704 747 75 

662 705 748 75 

663 706 749 75 

664 707 750 75 

665 708 751 79 

666 709 752 79 

667 


I 501 8 


587 6; 


>9 502 545 588 6! 

>0 503 546 589 632 61 

>1 504 547 590 633 61 

32 505 548 591 

S3 506 549 592 

34 507 550 593 636 

35 508 551 594 637 

36 509 552 595 638 

) 553 596 639 

I 554 597 640 

512 555 598 641 
3 556 599 642 

I 557 600 643 

5 558 601 644 

6 559 602 645 


X) 844 887 
>1 845 888 
12 846 889 


762 805 849 892 


34 677 720 763 8C 

678 721 764 

679 722 765 

680 723 766 809 853 896 Ts 

681 724 767 

682 725 768 

683 726 769 

684 727 770 

685 728 771 

686 729 772 

687 730 773 

688 731 774 


950 □ Personal Computers 

951 □ Printers/Scanners 

952 □ Monitors 

953 □ Multimedia Boards/Speakers 

954 □ Entertainment Software 

955 □ Educational Software 

956 □ Personal Productivity Software 

957 □ On-Line Sen/ices 

958 □ Accessories 

959 □ Utilities 

960 □ Mail Order Companies 

1 Do you have children 
living at home? 

01 □ Age 3-12 

02 □ Age 12 + 

3 Do you own 

05 □ Mac? 

06 □ IBM compatible? 

07 □ Other? 

2 Are you 

03 □ Married? 

04 □ Single? 

4 CD-Rom Do you... 

08 □ Own? 

09 □ Plan to buy in the next 

12 months ? 


Address 

City 

State Zip 

Telephone 

Fax 



For faster response, visit our Reader Service Card oi 
http://techweb.cmp.com/hpc/rs/HPCRS.HTM 

□ Please send me one year (12 issues) of HOMEPC MAGAZINE for $12.97 Offer valid 
in U. S. only. ■) 
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Consumer 


Automobile 


Buying Guide 


V— ^ ' w ^ For Microsoft* Windows™ 



Auto Answers guides you through its interactive database 
of full color images, detailed specifications and price data. 


Control the Car Buying 
Process 

Be your own car salesman. Be privy to 
dealer information: base price, 
mechanical specifications - - plus 
complete option package codes and 
prices. Know everything down to the 
monthly payments before you step into 
a showroom. 



Why Miss the Car You 
Really Want? 

Detailed graphic menus let you 
customize the selection process to fit 
your personal criteria. 

• SELECT MENU offers multiple 
selection screens for defining vehicle 
profile 

• AUTO MALL creates a pictorial 
index of all vehicles that meet your 
requirements 

• SHOWROOM accesses detailed 
specification and option information 

• WINDOW STICKER calculates price 
for your dream vehicle 

• CREDIT DEPARTMENT shows loan 
schedules and monthly payments 

fu/u»n 

$ 0 ftwuf* o 


To prove how valuable Auto Answers is 
as a car buying tool we are giving 
away thousands of copies - - but you 
have to act fast. Supplies are limited. 
Order your FREE * copy of Auto 
Answers now, includes one module, 
your choice. 

All mail-in orders postmarked on or 
before March 1, 1996 will be 
GUARANTEED to ship for the shipping 
and handling charge only. 


ORDER TODAY! 

800 - 856-8566 

713-465-6363 (Houston) 
713-465-9749 (fax) 

Mail: Fusion Software 

9337-B Katy Frwy, Ste C512A 
Houston, TX 77024 
TX residents add 8.25% sales tax 

’ ifB L3 m 


•There is a $9.95 nonrefundable shipping and handling charge. Have your Amex, Mastercard, Visa or Discover card ready. One copy per 
household. Canada add $3, other countries add $22. IBM PC 386 or better (or compatible), running Windows 3.1, VGA or better, mouse or 
compatible device, and minimum 4MB ram required. Fusion Software reserves the right to end this offer at any time. © Fusion Software,Inc, 
Houston, TX 77024. Auto Answers is a trademark of InterAction Development Corp.. Windows is a trademark of Microsoft® Corporation, 


C512A 













































Instead of multimedia that’s like real, 
try multimedia that is real 

Prepare to immerse yourself in the most gripping sagas of our century. Encounter the drama of real 
adventures, brought to life by world-renowned historians and authors in these fully interactive CD-ROM 
documentaries. Witness authentic sights, sounds and expert story-telling by Britain's premier television 
documentary and interactive studio. Watch and listen, or chart your own personal course, as history 
unfolds before you as never before. With FlagTower" Multimedia, it's not a game. It's the real thing. 







FAST, 

4 i These are recipes that 
I’ve tested on my friends 
and family. They ft make 
your next gathering 
your best ever and keep 
them coming back 
for more and more.W 

n<> 


FUN AND HEALTHY! 




The best cook in comedy serves up a 
hilarious demonstration of his serious home 
cooking on this interactive CD-ROM. Enjoy 200 
delicious recipes and over two hours of video featuring Dorn’s 
comedy and cooking expertise. COOKING WITH DOM 
DELUISE features recipes in every category, with complete 
recipe printing, adding, modifying, searching and shopping 
list capabilities. 

Available from your favorite software store 
or order direct from Allegro at 
1-800-424-1992. 

Visit Allegro's home page at 


BE AN EXPERT WINDOWS 95 USER 
IN 2 HOURS OR LESS - GUARANTEED! 


New to the Windows 
scene, or just upgrading 
to Windows 95? This quick 
and easy-to-use interactive 
Windows 95 tutorial is 
great for both novice and 
advanced users. With 
over 30 interactive lessons 
you can quickly learn key 
Windows 95 menus, 
functions, commands and 
short cuts. Includes the 
full contents of 2 best 
selling references — 


un/^h 


'SfllEGRO 

JVE W-MEDIA™ 

201-808-1992 


Using Windows 95 and 
the Complete Idiot’s Guide 
to Windows 95 from Que® — 
all available for instant searching, 
printing and review. Renowned 
computer guru and author 
John C. Dvorak lends his exper¬ 
tise for easy, comprehensive 
learning. Buy “Learn To Do 
Windows 95” at your 
favorite software store or 
order direct from Allegro at 
1-800-424-1992. 

ORDER TODAY! 
1 - 800 - 424-1992 

WITH JOHN C. DVORAK 



1 


NewMedia INVISION 
Awards 1995 Finalist 



Visit Allegro's home page at http://www.allegronm.com 






























Start CaMa: Until now, connecting an electronic piano or MIDI keyboard to a personal computer was a difficult process. 
Short-reaching connectors forced you to stack the computer literally on top of the piano or MIDI keyboard. Today, Midi Link brings to 
you the ease of arranging your computer and music workstation in a more comfortable and convenient layout. 


MlISlC software CatalOU- What are the capabilities of specific music programs? Which programs are best suited for 
you or your family? Midi Link has independently reviewed the leading MIDI-based music software programs to help you make more 
informed purchases. 


<11 w rti mww. Included with each order is a $50 coupon which can be applied towards the purchase of any 
software program reviewed in the catalog from Midi Link. Take advantage of independent reviews to select the software which is right 
for you and save money too! 


Guaranteed Compatibility: With its upgraded computer chip (6N-138), the Midi Link cable offers no-headache 

compatibility with sound cards, personal computers, and MIDI software. The Midi Link cable has a proven track record with over 
20,000 cables sold already to satisfied customers. 



Hire yourcamputnr isa 
piano teacher l 

You’ve been wanting to team to play the piano but could not 
afford the price or the time for piano lessons. 

With today’s technology, the software reviewed in the Midi 
Link catalog brings you the fun and ease to learn at your 
own pace and visualize your progress as you go. 


Be year atea orchestral 


treating music used to be a slow and 
tiresome process, only within the 
reach of geniuses such as Mozart. 
Learn about the capabilities of MIDI 
technology from the Midi Link 
catalog and bring the art of 
creating full music scores 
to you finger tips. 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 214 
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Bring home 


Descent 

30 levels of the most 
mind-bending, stomach- 
churning action you’ve 
ever encountered! 

Order W#89954 EH 

Only $38.98 

M#88698 For Mac ..Only $47.98 



Sign up for a FREE 12-month subscription to 
the Home Computer Catalog, and we'll send 
you this hot MusicNet CD. Use it to preview 
over 200 R&B, country, rock and jazz albums, 
and order them directly from your Macintosh 
desktop! 


Winnie the Pooh 

Fun-filled reading and think¬ 
ing adventure! Ages 3-8. 

Order W#24515 CSEE3 

Only $32.98 

M#90014 For Mac.Only $34.98 



The Family Doctor 

Home diagnosis on your PC, 

Order W#88474 EH 

Only $42.98 



Dr. Suess's ABC's 

Show children that learning 
words and letters can be fun! 

Order A#88879 iVllli'im-I-H 

Only $37.98 


Where's Waldo? 

America’s favorite game of 
hide-and-seek goes to the 
circus for big-top fun! 

Order W#88653 EHEE3 

Only $26.98 

M#88658 For Mac .1 .Only $26.98 



Encarta '95 

Experience a world of 
information that turns 
curiosity into inspira¬ 
tion. Over 26,000 
fully updated 
articles! 

Order W#11978 

Only $84.98 

M#95750 For Mac Only $84.98 




Full Throttle 

Kick-start your PC and 
join Biker Ben on the 
ride of his life. 

Order W#26059 C3E 

Only $49.98 

M#88370 For Mac ..Only $49.98 


The All Movie 
Guide 

Incredibly comprehensive! 
Contains over 90,000 movie 
and video listings. 

Order W#23615 EOTES 

Only $19.98 

M#90152ForMac .Only ! 




American White 
Pages CD 

Mailing, marketing and 
telephone information 
on more than 70 million 
U.S. households. 

Order W#25462 EH 

Only $49.98 

American Yellow 
Pages CD 

Compiled listings from 
5000 yellow page directo¬ 
ries. Includes information 
on 10 million businesses! 

Order W#20844 EH 

Only $49.98 



Easy 
Photo- 
Reader 

The easiest way 
I to get sharp, 

* detailed photos 
into your computer. 

Order W#88076 EHEH 

Only $249.98 

M#88075 For Mac .Only $259.98 


The Ultimate 
Doom 

Pulse-pounding action 
and award-winning 
gameplay that’s rated #1 
by all the critics! 

Order W#26087 EHEZH 

Only $29.98 

M#87501 For Mac ... .Only $29.98 


Internet Valet 

Discover the world of | 
the Internet, and get j 
connected in less tha n 
10 minutes! ivi i i'if i rai 
Order W#90210 

Only $32.98 

M#90210 For Mac ..Only $39.98 


Quicken Deluxe 

All the features of 
Quicken, plus four expert 
modules to help you make 
the most of your money! 

Order W#13973 rmma 

Only $59.98 

M#89685 For Mac.Only $59.98 


Mangia 

The computer cook- i 
book for people who 1 
like to eat! Filled I 
with tasty, tantalizing I 
recipes. ivn.'K.'.m 
Order W#18199 

Only $32.98 

-7 For MacOnly $32.98 


Crayola Art 
Studio 

Encourages kids to express 
themselves creatively and 
develop their computer kCray 
skills. Ages 6-12. 

Order W#87650 EH nKvYxfclit ^ 

Only $39.98 " 






To Order Call 1 * 800 * 454*3686 


© 1995 Multiple Zones 


ional, Inc. All rights reserved. The Home Computer Catalog is 


rdemark of MZI 
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-Home 

Computer 

V>^ CATALOG 


City 


Products for Computing c 
Learning, Playing , Wo 

F rom the home office to the family room, the 
computer has become the center of our lives for 
learning, playing, working. While technology 
makes life easier, buying computing products has 
become more difficult - crowded stores, not enough 
information, parking hassles. But now there’s a better 
way! Introducing the Home Computer Catalog, your 
shop-at-home source for hardware, software and 
accessories you use at 
home. We select products 
we believe in. Our sales 
advisors know their stuff. 

Most orders are delivered 
overnight. So order any 
item you like - or ask for 
your FREE subscription! 


1 Overnight Delivery 
| as low as $4.95! 

Total 

Shipping 

order 

charge 

$0.01 - $199.00 

$4.95 

$200 - $499.00 

$7.95 

$500 - $799.00 

$9.95 

$800 and up 

$14.95 


□YES! 

□YES! 




















m r A 

S creenToyz combine Hollywcxxl quality 
on-^reen aniroation with a wacky toy 
that plugs into your computer keyboard 
port. It's a whole new way to play that's 
part toy, part cartoon, and all fun. 

The.ScreenToyz product line consists of: 
TNT Tad andhis Detonator; Latrina and 
her slime-filled Toilet; and Stitch with his 
. high-voltage Knife Switch. 


Each ScreenToyz 

character, developed by ; ,/ v r '• . 

Saturday-morning cartoonists, has its cftvnindividual fet 6t 
animations. Each unique ScreenToyz hacdvyore device hds 
which complements the character's zany activitiesffknd the 
handle in each of the ScreenToyz lets ypu'blow up 
screen at a moment's notice. 

Fifteen action-packed software modules with,desktop transition 
animated sequences are included with each'ScreenToyz. You have real-time 
control of the characters through a wide range of di^rse (^i-scree^,qntics. The 1 ; 
result is hours of slapstick entertainment! 



ScreenToyz TV 


$39.95 DIRECT 

ORDER TODAY 


Burlingame, CA 94010 

LATRINA’S TOILET 
TNT TAD’S DETONATOR 
STITCH’S SWITCH 

(800) 839-3466 


ScreenToyz TV Guide •) 

For your viewing pleasure, all the different 
transition effects and animation sequences are 
listed in the ScreenToyz TV Guide. 


V' 0 
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Free 


Personal Inventory Manager 




Will you know what you had when it’s gone? 
Could you prove it? 


Finally, Personal Inventory 
Software That Is Quick, 
Easy, And Fun. 

Armed only with a mouse and 
Fusion Software’s Proof, you can 
capture the contents of your home 
or office, and it’s quick, easy, and 
fun. Now you can have the peace 
of mind you have always wanted, 
knowing that you are properly 
insured. And filing an insurance 
claim with Proof is as easy as 
clicking a mouse button. 

What used to be a boring, tedious, 
text operation with a database, 
word processor, or spreadsheet, is 
now fun, easy, and graphical with 
Proof. If you can drag and drop an 
icon, you can create a list of the 
contents of your home or office. 

It’s that simple! 


Proof does it all! 

• Provides a complete record 

• Contents selection, sorting, 

and reporting. 

• Prints claim forms 

• Settlement tracking 


A Personal Inventory 
Manager That Has Expert 
Insurance Advice. 


Over 600 colorful icons to help you 
identify rooms and items in your 
home or office. You may enter as 
little or as much information about 
each item as desired. You can 
even assign an heir. Proof will help 
you by highlighting insurance 
company requirements. 


fu/ion 

£ 0 ftu*u. e 


To prove how important we 
think your records are we are 
giving away thousands of 
copies. But you have to act 
fast. Order your FREE* ver¬ 
sion of our $99.99 Proof now. 

All mail-in orders postmarked 
on or before March 1, 1996 
are guaranteed to ship for the 
shipping and handling charge 
only. 


ORDER TODAY! 

800-856-8566 

713-465-6363 (Houston) 
713-465-9749 (fax) 

Mail: Fusion Software 

9337-B Katy Frwy, Ste C512 
Houston, TX 77024 
TX residents add 8.25% sales tax 

S r E3 ^ n 


'There is a $9.95 nonrefundable shipping and handling charge. Have your Amex, Mastercard, Visa or Discover card ready. One copy per 
household. Canada add $3, other countries add $22. IBM PC or compatible, running Windows 3.1, VGA or better, mouse or compatible device, 
and minimum 4MB ram required. Fusion Software reserves the right to end this otter at any time. © Fusion Software,Inc, Houston, TX 77024. 
Proof is a trademark of Fusion Software. Windows is a trademark of Microsoft® Corporation. 


C512 















































































Expert Consultation 


Satisfaction Guarantee 


The Edutainment Company presents 


i VSASTSL. 

The indisputable authority of the AMA combined with the: 
aHy acclaimed design technology of Dorling Kmdsrelqy brings the 
i best-selling medical home reference into the nineties. Up-todate, in- 
l depth information on today’s most prominent health issues is 
I insanity accessible through the easy-to-use, intuitive interface. The 
I most popular feature of the book, the diagnostic symptom charts, 
w hare been made even more useful and easy-to-follow with dear 
d” questions to help determine the significance of particular symptoms 
I and the urgency medical problems. 

I 333022 tWindows.CD) - $46.95 333023 (Mac,CD) - 


Mil 


WordSmart < EZT » 

Designed to enrich and expand English language com¬ 
munication skills, WordSmart pronounces over 6,000 
words and defines over 8,000 through five learning 
modes that teach word definitions, pronunciation, 
usage, history, dose synonyms, spelling and more. 
According to CD-ROM Today, “There isn’t anyone who 
couldn’t team from an appropriate volume, and the 
entire series is recommended.” 

439001 (Windows,Diskette) - $29.95 

..-.as 




Home Computing 
Know-it-AII CD-ROM 

Request The Edutainment Catalog and we’ll send you a free 
Home Computing Know-it-All CD-ROM an interactive guide to 
software for your home computer. You’ll find product high¬ 
lights, usable demonstration versions, ratings and reviews, 
hardware requirements, and much more! Order right from the 
disc! There is a $8.95 shipping & handling charge for the CD- 
ROM, refunded with your first order. 



Edutainment Best Sellers! 

Ages 

Windows 

Diskette 

Mac 

Diskette 

Windows 

CD 

Mac 

CD 

AlphaBonk Farm. 

.4-10.... 



....34.95... 

...34.95 

Big Keys Keyboard. 

....2-6. 



.89.95... 

...109.95 

Freddi Fish and the Case 

of the Missing Kelp Seeds. 

....3-8. 



.34.95 


World Carmen Sandiego Jr Detective. 

....5-8. 



.36.95... 

....36.95 

WordSmart. 

.9+. 

.29.95. 

...29.95.. 

.29.95... 

...29.95 

ZipZapMap! USA. 

....9+. 

.24.95. 

...24.95 



Math Workshop.. 

...6-12.... 



.39.95... 

,..39.95 

Living Books: The Berenstain 

Bears Get in a Fight. 

...3-12.... 



.36.95... 

...36.95 

The Lost Mind of Dr. Brain. 

...12+. 



.39.95... 

...39.95 

My First Incredible Amazing Dictionary. 

....4-7. 



.26.95... 

...26.95 

Zurk’s Rainforest Lab English. 

....5-9. 



.19.95... 

...19.95 

Spell It 3. 

....6+. 

.29.95. 

...29.95... 

.29.95... 

...29.95 

Cliptures tor Print Shop Deluxe: Fun Borders!. 

....8+. 

.26.95. 

...26.95 



Your Personal Trainer tor the SAT V.2. 

...15+. 



.37.95... 

...37.95 

Math Blaster Mystery. 

...10+. 

.29.95. 

...29.95... 

.34.95... 

...34.95 

Treasure Cove!. 

...5-9 . 

.35.95. 

...35.95... 

.35.95... 

...35.95 

Kids on Site. 

....6+. 



.29.95... 

,.29.95 

Word Attack 3. 

...10+. 

.29.95. 

...29.95... 

.29.95... 

...29.95 

Number Maze. 

..5-12. 

.26.95. 

...26.95 



Spelling Blizzard. 

..9-12. 



.19.95... 

.,19.95 

Kid Phonics. 

...4-7. 



3695 

3695 

JumpStart: First Grade. 

...6-8. 



.29.95 


Reader Rabbit 1 Deluxe. 

...3-6. 



....39.95... 

.,39.95 • 

JumpStart: Kindergarten. 

...4-6. 



....29.95 


Moraan's Trivia Machine. 

..7-14. 



....24.95... 

...24.95! 


I Edutainment Best Sellers! Ages 

I Winnie the Pooh Animated Storybook.3-9.. 

I Richard Scarry’s How Things Work in BusyTown ..3-7... 
I Dorling Kindersley’s The Way Things Work.7+... 


Windows Mac Windows Mac 

Diskette Diskette CD CD 

.32.95 .32.95 

.29.95.29.95.29.95.29.95 

.46.95 46.95 


Living Books: Dr. Seuss’s ABC. 

Putt Putt Saves the Zoo. 

.3-8. 

...3-8. 



.36.95, 

.34.95 

.,36.95 

Math Blaster Episode 1: In Search of Spot.. 

,6-13. 

..34.95, 

.34.95... 

.34.95, 

,,34.95 

Bailey’s Book House. 

,.3-6. 

.32.95,, 

.32.95... 

.38.95, 

,,38.95 

Thinkin’ Things Collection 2. 

,6-12. 

.38.95,, 

.38.95... 

.,38.95, 

,,38.95 

Trudy's Time and Place House. 

,3-6. 



,,38.95, 

,,38.95 

Microsoft Creative Writer. 

.,8+. 

.29.95., 

.29.95, 

,,29.95, 

,,29.95 

Morgan’s Recess in Greece. 

,7-14. 



,,24.95, 

,,24.95 

3 Ft 6 PAK for Kids. 

.,5+. 



,,19.95 


Sammy’s Science House. 

,3-6. 

.32.95,, 

.32.95... 



Thinkin'Things Collection 1. 

,6-12. 

.38.95,, 

,,38.95... 

,,38.95, 

,,38.95 

Hallmark Connections Card Studio. 

.,12+. 



,,49.95 


Zurk's Learning Safari. 

,3-6. 

.19.95,, 

,,19.95, 

,,29.95, 

,,29.95 

Millie’s Math House. 

,3-6. 

.38.95,, 

,,38.95... 

,,38.95, 

,38.95 

Glider 4.0. 






Mixed Up Mother Goose Deluxe. 

,3-6. 



,,39.95, 

,.39.95 

Grammar Games. 

,10+. 

.29.95., 

.,29.95, 

,,29.95, 

,29.95 

Mario Teaches Typing. 

,5-16. 

.29.95,, 

.,29.95, 

,,29.95, 

,29.95 

A.D.A.M.The Inside Story. 

,10+. 



....39.95... 

...39.95 

JumpStart: Preschool. 

,4-7. 



....29.95 


All-in-One Language Fun. 

,3-8. 



....29.95... 

2995 

Super Solvers Gizmos & Gadgets. 

..7-12. 

.34.95.... 

....34.95.. 


34 95 

Kid’s Typing. 

,7-12. 

.19.95,, 

,,19.95, 

.,19.95, 

,19.95 


H The Edutainment Company 

RO. Box 21330, Boulder, CO 80308 303-444-3700 Fox 303-444-5203 

Only $4.00 shipping & handling charge foi 





































































Claris Amazing Animation 1 _ 

Wow anyone can create movies! Select from animated stamps and characters, color¬ 
ful scenes and amusing sound-effects, visual effects and transitions, or create original 
art, animation, and sounds. Three ability levels allow children to learn ani m ation 
techniques at their own pace. Hours of fun, taking a child’s creativify to new 
avenues of fascination and play — from lively classroom reports to interactive 
movies. Get animated over Amazing Animation from Claris! 


fglBiil Sffl 




WiggleWorks 


Get your children’s imaginations in high gear while they master skills in reading, 
writing, drawing, spelling, and comprehension. Beginning readers listen to a narra- 
tor and watch as the computer highlights text (you set the pace), while more 
advanced readers read themselves with audio prompting as needed. Kids can also 
write and illustrate their own stories or modify an existing WiggleWorks book — 
even record and play back their own voicesl 
373004 Sjoni Pack UWjndowsfflac.CDl-mM 3.3 JJj 


ck 2 (Windows/Mac,CD) - $3 


r Goes Bugzerk 

Blue need your help to win 
best hope is to snag that 
the wily Technoloptera, cyberbug 
Elroy and Blue must sooff at dan- 
laugh in the face of defeat, 
and put problem solving skills to the 
ve new program, which combines stylish 
modem graphics with cartoon sensibilities and m 
tion than a feature length film! 


7-12 


Mil 


Pantsylvania 

Get a leg up on learning in Pantsylvania, the Kingdom 
of the Fancy Pants! The award-winning Gigglebone 
Gang turn social studies on its headbone as they guide 
kids on a see-it-all tour through Pantsylvania to gather 
perspective and interesting facts about the world 
around them. Stories, facts, songs, stunning graphics 
and Headbone Interactive’s pioneering “active learn¬ 
ing” style combine to sew-up more than 35 hours of 
fun and surprising results! 

396003 (Windows/Mac,CD) - $34.95 


mm 


ORDERING IS SO EASY 


CALL 1-800-338-38 












































What Would Happen If Computer Users 
Designed Computer Furniture? 


It Would Be Affordable 

and come with a 
guarantee. 

What would happen 
if computer furniture 
was designed by the 
people who use com¬ 
puters every day? To 
find out, just call and 
we’ll send you a free 
catalog with more 
than 15 versatile desks 
created to be as 
beautiful as they are 
practical. 


It Would Be 
Strong. 

Not like the 
put-together 
computer desks 
that may have 
disappointed you 
in the past. It would 
be durable. Built in a 
factory by expert furniture- 
makers from 
the finest 
solid oak 
and oak 
veneer so it 
would never 


sag or warp. 

With sturdy drawers 
made to handle up to 75 
pounds so they glide smoothly 
without sticking. 


Hardware compart¬ 
ments that are built 
below, leaving you 
plenty of space to work 
above. It would be a 
highly functional work¬ 
station 


deliver 


Please refer to 
ad code: HP12 


j Callus for your Free Catalog: 

1 - 904 - 565-1163 

M 

f K jJ Df 

It Would Work. 

With computer- 
logical features like extra- 
wide keyboard pullouts that 
give you and your mouse 
room to roam. 


OVER 15 DESKS 


DELIVERED FROM 


designed to comfortably 
accommodate two printers 
and towers of all sizes. 


It Would Be 
Beautiful. 

and stylish. 

The kind of piece 
you’d be proud to 
display anywhere 
in your home or 
office. It would come 
as one piece, completely 
assembled, delivered by 
professionals, and placed exactly 
where you want it, ready to go. 

































■FREE TAX 
SOFTWARE 


Now there’s an easy and accurate my to complete your federal 
income taxes. Announcing Tax Mate—tax preparation software 
that provides all you need to file your 1 995 federal income taxes. 

h determines your needs! 

Like a professional tax preparer, Tax Mate interviews you. Your 
responses determine which forms and schedules need to be completed. 
Tax Mate offers the most commonly used forms and schedules (Forms 
1040, 1040A and 2441, and Schedules A, B, D, R and EIC), and all 
can be printed in an IRS-approved manner on your own paper. 

It organizes and calculates! 

Tax Mate automatically performs all necessary tax calculations; 
enters the information on all related forms and then audits your return 
like a sharp-eyed accountant. 

You just print, sign and mail! 

Once the calculations are done, simply print your complete IRS- 
approved forms on your dot matrix or laser printer. 

All calculations are guaranteed! 

Rest easy with Tax Mate—all the calculations are guaranteed accu¬ 
rate! Should you be assessed an IRS penalty due to a calculation error 
resulting from a fault in Tax Mate, we—not you—will pay the IRS 
penalty! 

Brought to you by experts. 

Brought to you by Parsons Technology—the company with more 
than 8 years proven personal tax software experience and millions of 
completed returns— this exciting. FREE offer is our wav of introducing 
you to the newest development in personal tax return preparation and 

to our family of more than 60 high-performance products! 

Order today! Call toll-free 

“S 1-800-4-TAX-MATE 

(1-800-482-9628) 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, or order online via Internet URL (http://www.parsonstech.com), 

America Online® (keyword PARSONS), or CompuServe® (GO PA), or foe your order 
to 1-319-395-7449 or mail the coupon to Parsons Technology. 


Tax Mate. Yoteg * cne product that is 

Htahee it sound. 

as good as its ad , D eVries , 



Best of all, it’s FREE!* 

To take advantage of this amazing offer, pick up the phone or 
send/fax the attached coupon. Tax Mate is FREE—all you do is pick 
up the $8.95 shipping and handling charge! Doing your taxes has neve 

YES Please send me Ia« Mate for $3$ FREE 1 ! 


Day Phone (_ 


□ Windows® □ Windows® 95 QDOS □ Macintosh® 

Disk Site: □ 3.5" □ 5.25" (DOS only) □ CD-ROM (Windows & Mac) 

Density: (DOS only) □ High □ Low We will ship HD 3.5" Windows disks if boxes are unmarked. 

Method of Payment: □ MasterCard □ Discover □ American Express □ Visa □ Check or Money Order 

Card #_Exp._(no purchase orders please) 

□ Just send me your FREE software catalog! | Your priority code is 201295K 


552SKSS? sssx. 


,IA 52233-0100 


Tax Mate requires an IBM® or compatible PC with 640K, DOS 3.0 or later and a hard drive with 4MB free disk spa 
Microsoft® Windows 3.1 or higher, 2MB RAM and a hard drive with 4MB free disk space. Tax Mate for Macintosh 
’ • ’ ier, 4MB RAM and 5MB hard drive space. Works with most monitors and printers. Copyright © 1995 Parse 







































INTERACTIVE SPORTS SKILLS 


T 


HREE EXCITING, INTERACTIVE 
IVlULTIfVlEDIA TRAINING CD-ROMS 
FEATURING VIDEOS, GRAPHICS, 
IMAGES, AUDIO AND TEXT! 


JF 

I Pre-Swing Fundamentals: 

Detailed instructions on all aspects 
of the setup. 

I In-Swing Fundamentals: 

Detailed instructions on all aspects 
of the full swing. 

I Interactive Skill Drills: 

To Improve Players At All Levels. 


FULL SWIM 


$ 59.95 

PER GOLF CLINIC 




THE GOLF SERIES ON 
CD-ROM INCLUDES 
INSTRUCTION ON: 

B' FULL SWING 

□ SHORT GAME 

□ COURSE MANAGEMENT 

□ LADY'S GAME 



BATTING GLINIG II PITCHING CLINK 


I Hitting Drills: Improve Players At All Levels. 

I Hitting Mechanics Improve Your Batting Average. 
I Hitting Fundamentals: Aspects Of Batting- Feet & 
Legs, Swing, Stance And Bunt. 


Pitching Drills Practice What You Have Learned. 

Pitching Mechanics: Lower Your ERA. 

Pitching Fundamentals Aspects of Pitching - Windup, 
Arm Action, Leg Kick/Swjng, Follow Through, Arm Preparation. 




CIRCLE READER SERVICE Nl 




























the 

HOMEPC 

connection 

An exciting section where you'll discover a world of inviting 

products to fulfill your demands and wish lists. 

Products that will help you gain maximum productivity as 
you work, and peak enjoyment as you learn, play and relax. 


Just look for the distinct red border and you'll find 
The HomePC Connection. 


ACCESSORIES 

Beyond Reality Screen Savers. 

Campbell-Jones Development. 

Computer Rascals, Inc. 

CPA Accessories. 

Hi-Tech Media, Inc. 

International Voice Systems . 

KEYTEC, Inc. 

PC Checks & Supplies, Inc. 

Pulse Metric Incorporated. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

American Institute for Computer Sciences. 

Best Personalized Books. 

Computer Business Services, Inc. 

Hefty Publishing Company. 

National Claims Service. 

National Computerized Business Services, Inc. 

Pacific Medical Billing. 

PCDI. 


EDUCATION 

Abudoe Software Inc. 

Elite Enterprises. 

GyDigital Corp. 


Kirkbride Technology. 
NeoSoft Corp. 


.506 

.510 

.510 

.509 

.506 

.506 

.508 


Pixel Perfect . 

Syracuse Language Systems. 

TransLanguage, Inc. 

Wayzata Technology. 

ENTERTAINMENT 


.512 

.510 


.502 

.500 

.500 

.501 

.500 

.501 

.501 

.500 


.505 

.505 

.506 


Computer Gallery. 

Consolidated CD ROM 

Edirol Corp. 

Smart Luck Software .... 
Telecentral . 


HOBBIES 


Bartley Software, Inc. 

DAX Technologies. 

Family Technologies .... 

FLOWERscape . 

HobbyWare. 

M&R Technologies, Inc. 

No Starch Press. 

QuiltSOFT. 


.507 

.504 

.505 

.506 

.503 

.514 


.511 

.508 

.510 

.508 

.513 


.502 

.503 

.502 

.503 

.508 

.507 

.502 

.502 







































Make Money 
With A Computer 



•Walt Disney, Barbie,”" Warner Bros., 
NFL'," Power Rangers,” Where’s Waldo? 

• Inc. 500 America’s Fastest-Growing 
Private Companies ranks Best at 167 

• High Profit Margin, Low Start-Up 


• Books in Foreign Languages 

• Books, Business Cards, & Stationery 

• Religious and Ethnic Themes /tie. son 
•Over 30 Titles Available 


Best Personalized Book^ 



Work At Home & 
Be Your Own Boss 


Electronic Claims Processing 

One of the "Hottest and most profitable businesses of the 90's" 

—Entrepreneur Start-up Business Guides 

A New High Income, Home-based National Claims Serviceoffers 
Business—Processing Health Claims the mos t complete package 
available, including a two day 
training seminar, video training 
courses, software and a profes¬ 
sional start-up package. Previ¬ 
ous computer or billing experi¬ 
ence are not required. Electronic 
Claims Processing has excellent 
income potential, working full 
or part time. Capital required: 
$3,495 to $7,995. 

For our FREE Information 
Packet, call us Toll Free 

NATIONAL CLAIMS SERVICE 1 - 800 - 207-3711 

)0 Windplay Drive, El Dorado Hills, CA 95762 ext. 210 




Earn $4,000 Per Month 
From Your Home 
With A Computer! 



CBSI 486 Computer Included 
Quit spending money on your computer and 
let it earn money for you. This is a proven 
business an individual or couple can run. If 
you purchase our software and business 
program, you will receive the computer and 
printer at no extra cost. If you already own a 
computer, you may receive a discount. Begin 
part-time and still retain the security of your 
present position. We will provide free, home 
office training. Financing available. We 
accept AMEX, MC, Visa and Discover. 

To receive free cassettes and color 
literature, call toll-free: 

1'800-343-8014, ext. 1469 

Or Write: 

Computer Business Services, Inc. 

CBSI Plaza, Ste. 1469, Sheridan, IN 46069 





































































Express \ 
Yourself 


on your computer! 



design tools. 3 

• Variable seam allowances. | 

• Print patterns to any § 

system compatible 
printer. 

• No limit on size range 
or number of patterns. 

• Call now for your 
DEMO DISK! 


fittingly 

J ew .'S^ 



CIRCLE READER SERVICE 


At Last, a Computer Book 
for Needlecrafters 


Hundreds of easy ways to use your 
computer to design quilts, create cross-stitch 
and knitting patterns, get free patterns 
and advice, go online, and more. 



Limited Introductory Offer! 



Available in fine bookstores everywhere or 

1-800-420-7240 

<+ $4.50S&H; CA residents %dd8.25%mks tax) to 

No Starch Press, 1903 Jameston Lane, 

Daly City, CA 94014-3466 


:er's Design Studio™ 


NEW Version for Windows®! 



CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 307 



with pictures and sound... a slide 
show... more reports than any other- 
even a book with pictures! Gua 
Family Treasures Version 3 

Family Technologies PO Box 309, 
Westfield, NY 14787-0309 (716) 792-9679 



Keys 

To Success 

Earn your B.S. or M.S. degree in 
Computer Science—without leaving 
home and without spending 
thousands of 
dollars. 



• All Courses Home Study 

* Approved for tuition reimburse¬ 
ment by leading corporations 

• C+ + , Using Windows, and Ada 
courses available 

* Career Path training AMERICAN 

in computer pro- 

gramming available COMPUTER 
SCIENCES 

For free information 

__ ACCREDITED MEMBER 

call 1-800-767-AICS W«U Association of 

















































From the first kick to the first tooth to the first grade- 



makes it easy to save those special moments. 

Your baby’s first steps... first words... first day in preschool. They’re all moments no 
parent ever wants to forget. And you can keep them fresh by recording them as they 
happen, with new Baby Bits baby book software. 

So much mote than just another baby book. Order Today! 


r to the SIDS (Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome) Alliance, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to the suppc 
of SIDS families, education and reset 


baby books have been around for years. 

But Baby Bits gives you much, much more than just 

a baby book. For instance: 

■ Records your memories of up to 12 children— 
prints a custom baby book for each child. 

• Prints as many copies as you like—a great way 
to share your joy with family and friends. 

■ Records your child’s sounds, voice, or singing 
(sound card and microphone required). 

■ No embarrassing blank spaces! With Baby Bits, 

any question you don’t answer or section you 
don’t complete simply doesn’t print. Ideal for < lllin 

single or adoptive parents. 

ORDER BY DECEMBER 18 FOR CHRISTMAS DELIVERY. 

Orders received after 12/15 will incur Express shipping charges. 

CALL TOLL FREE: M 

1 - 800 - 225-1635 m 


Right now the only way you can get Baby Bits 
is through this ad. The cost is just $39 95 (plus 
shipping and handling). When you send back 
your registration card, you’ll receive a handsome, 
custom-designed Baby Bits binder. But don’t wai 
After all, the holidays are coming... and you’ll 
want Baby Bits to help you remember them. 



are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. DAX Technologies, Inc 



CIRCLE READER SERVICE Nl 


Plan your '96 Flower Garden Now! 

with 

FLQWERsmpe 

» Internationally acclaimed & eliminates guesswork! 

* Recommends suitable plants for your zone 

* Colorful photographs help $yt 

select your year-round garden jt J 

* Actually view its growth in any month! 

* User Friendly & great for the entire family 



Req: 256 color system; Windows 3.0 or later; 4Mb 
Ram; 10Mb HD; 3.5" high density floppy drirve. 

Call...l-(800) 800-1111 


GUARANTEED & Next Day Delivery 

CIRCLE READER SERVICE Nl 


foreign Languages 


j 4>0Wi! 100 miiiAiiSfc! 

I Dictionaries - Word Processors - Tutorials - Fonts 
Translators - Spell Checkers - Keyboards 

lest Prices-Best Source-Best Service 

Business, Government, Educational 
Bids and Inquires invited 


Windows True Type Font Word Processors 
CALL Arabic,Urdu,Farsi,Pashto $69 CALL 
Bengali,Gujarati,Hindi, Kanada,Punjabi $69 
Russian,Bidgarian,Ukrainian,Serbian, $69 
Hebrew, Greek,Turkish,Lao,Thai, Khmer$69 

Engiish-Chinese Dictionary $29English-Japanese Dictionary $29 

English to Russian PROTranslator $ 169 

*** WORLD WORD Translator 

It’s a bi-directional Translator, Dictionary, Spell Checker, Font Mappei 

English-German $39 English-Danish $39 English-Spanish $39 
English-Brazilian Portuguese $69 English-Russian $69 

English-Japanese,Chinese, or Korean PC Translators 



!qq°H/ 






























i/viipy EAST 


NeoBook MuHiMedia Pack 



NeoBook compiles your 
publication into a single 
EXE program file for 
distribution. Runs under 
DOS, orasaDOSapp 
under Windows or OS/2! 
No run-time royalties. 


Easily drop in text 
files, complete with 
scrollbars. 


Import graphic images 
from the powerful 
included image editor, 
or from other software. 


Ifs simple to set up 
reader command 
buttons and other 
interactive controls. 

Quickly create an 
interface which allows 
the reader to turn pages, 
jump to another page, search for 
text, pop up messages, run another 
program, view a slide show 
presentation, and much more. 


NeoBooks easy to use 
floating tool bar allows 
you to construct your 
publication using simple 
drag and drop actions. 


Presentations created 
with the included slide 
show program may be 
played in a window 
within your publication. 


NeoBook MuHiMedia Pack Can 
Produce a Wide Variety of Electronic Publications 


Include animation 
and sound files. Support 
for both the PC internal speaker and 
for Sound Blaster" and compatible 
audio cards. 



Ask about our other affordable graphical applications: 


NeoPaint 

Makes it easy to create and edit graphic 
images, includes module which allows 
images to be arranged into stunning audio¬ 
visual presentations. 


To help you evaluate our award-winning 
software, NeoSoft Corp. carries trial copies of 
several programs which you may download at 
no charge from major on-line services, from 
our 24-hour BBS, or from our web site. 


QuikMenu III 

Put a Windows-like graphic face on any DOS 
system. Powerful file manager, desktop utili¬ 
ties, E-Mail, wallpaper, etc. Launches any 
DOS program with a single mouse click. 


For more information, 
or a dealer in your area: 

1 - 800 - 545-1392 

visit our web page 
http://www.getneo.com./~neosft/ 



(503) 389-5489 TEL 
(503) 383-7195 BBS 
(503) 388-8221 FAX 

CompuServe® members: 
type “GO NEOSOFT" at any! prompt 












































PIXEL PERFECT 


The Doctor Will See You Now! 

Endorsed By The American College Of Emergency Physicians 

FULL MOTION VIDEO 660 MEGABYTES OF REAL MEDICINE! 

"' ' i * —More than 70 Full-Motion Videos 
‘ Pronounces Medical Terms for You 

~ gga C IMA GE LIBRARY 1,500 "Real Life" Photo Images, Censor Capable 

... ' m ■% The Only CD that Can Diagnose! 

Y jBnj Low Cost Updates Annually 

* ^BlN ° ver 30 ’ 000 Embedded Hypertext Links 

-Complete Personal Reco d Keeping 

main menu —> Complex Drug Interaction Analysis 

Includes CPR & First Aid Videos 

j-—-|r' J ^f^'r4~ Full Print Capability 

question screen Competitve Upgrade • Mail us ANY Medical CD, 

y * and get the Home Medical Advisor Pro for only $39.95 

) I See your software dealer or call us today 1-800-788-2099 

, Money Back Guarantee! 

jBliB fiaiA jj, Free Same Day Shipping 

*Sg§P» » _&) HOME MEDICAL ADVISOR 
' PRO • V4.0 


TEL (407) 779-0310 • FAX (407) 777-0323 • 


0 South Tropical Trail • Merritt 


Stephen J. Schueler, M.D., F.A.C.E.P 

srritt Island, FL 32952 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 314 


■fie Curious y\dv€n^iies ^ 


Calacas Junction Jump 



Jump In! Join Rollie Ringtail and his frog Webster 
as they prep for the famous Calacas frogathon. 
Five-to-10 year olds will find heaps of surprises 
and engaging educational funtivities while 
discovering the value of good sportsmanship. 

Splashy graphics, an original sco 
with quirky characters await yoi 
Calacas Junction. 



CIRCLE READER SERVICE 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 316 

















Earn $5000 per Month 
From Home With 
A Computer 


Your personal computer becomes a money machine using 
our Hi-tech Voice Mail applications. You can run your new 
business part-time, and retain the security of your present 


I Voicemail Service Bureau 
I Senior Monitoring Service 
I Realstate Bulletin Board 
I International Callback 
I Voice Classified & 
FaxBack On-Demand 
■ and Much, Much, More! 


Complete Business Programs 
from $4495.00. 

Marketing package with on-site 
training.technical support & 
our fully integrated 
Voice Communications System. 

Call 24 hrs. for free info Packet 

1 -800-685-7775 ext.490 


INTERNATIONAL VOICE SYSTEMS 


IKDUI*SU 


OFFICIAL DIRECTORY OF THE INFORMATION SUPER HIGHWAY ™ 



• Over 6,000 Up-to-date 
Nationwide Listings 

• Manufacturers, 
Services, Resources 

• The first and Only 

Multimedia 
"Yellow Pages" 

The Most Comprehensive 
Guide to the 
Multimedia Industry 


HI-TECH MEDIA, INC. 
445 5 AVE., NEW YORK, NY 10016 
Tel: 212-293-3900 Fox: 212-293-7979 
E-Mail: msb@i-2000.com 


800*696* 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 317 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 318 




Beyond Reality Screen Savers 

P.0. Box 400-A Dana Point, CA 92629 

800-795-2747 


We Turn Your 
Favorite Photos 
into a Screen 
Saver! ... 


GYDIGITAL™ 

VIDEO GUIDE 
FOR UNDERSTANDING 
AND BUYING A 
PERSONAL COMPUTER 


» UNDERSTAND THE COMPONENTS OF A PC 
I HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE EXPLAINED 
I LEARN HOW TO BUY A PC 
» EASY TO UNDERSTAND 
• OVERVIEW OF OPERATING SYSTEMS 
I INCLUDES GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
I FOR IBM AND IBM COMPATIBLE PCs 

ONLY $19.95 p $i2£52g52£F 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE IF NOT SATISFIED 
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
CALL 24 HOURS/DAY 

1(800)555-8988 

OR SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO 
GYDIGITAL CORP. 

P.O. BOX 575 
ROSELAND, N.J. 07068 


Have fun learning a 
foreign language! 

Spanish, French, German, 
English and Hebrew 
versions available. 


To Order Your Photo Screen Saver : Send 5 
Photos for $19.95, 10 for $29.95, or 20 for 
$39.95 along with a check, M.C., Visa or 
AMEX # with exp. date. Add $3.95 for 
shipping. CA residents add 7.75% sales tax. 
(Minimum 486SX with 4 MB RAM. Windows Compatible) 


Award-winning 
TriplePlay Plus!, 
with innovative 
Speech 
Recognition, 
evaluates your 
pronunciation so 
you can improve 
your accent. 

Enjoy playing challenging multime¬ 
dia games and interactive comic strips 
that teach over 1,000 words and 
phrases easily and effectively. For 
more information, call Syracuse 
Language Systems... 

( 800 ) 688-1937 

or 

( 315 ) 478-6729 



































Design Your Own 
Cross Stitch Patterns! 




s au 


.Just Got Better! 


All the helps and features that have brought about our 80 years of Study 
Bible leadership are now available in our HyperBible software for Mac 
or Windows. 

Featuring— 

• Complete Computer Version of the 
Thompson Chain-Reference® Bible 
• Six Bible Translations 

. KJV • NIV • NAS • NKJV • RSV • TLB 
• Three CD-ROM Configurations 
Strong's Greek and Hebrew Concordance 

• Personal Notes and Personal Topics 

• Proper Names Pronunciation 


RODS ^- sl 


Dual Platform Win/Mac CD-ROM 
Starter Edition CD-ROM 
Includes KJV/NIV 
Master Edition CD-ROM 
Includes all 6 Bible Translations 
Master Edition Plus CD-ROM 
Includes all 6 Bible Translations 
Plus Strong's Concordance 
Other configurations available on 
diskette for Windows'" or Macintosh® 


Call 

Today/ 

800 / 428438 ) 

% 


30 Day Money-Back Guarantee • Call for System Requirements 335 West 9th street 

J Indianapolis, IN 46202 


HOMEPC 












































Won 57 Lotto Jackpots 
Worth $95.6 Million Dollars! 


The ONLY Systems With Documented Jackpot Winners 


Blotto howto wheel a fortun?> 

This 397-page book contains the 
world’s most successful lottery sys¬ 
tems including ALL the systems used 
by Gail’s biggest Lotto jackpot win¬ 
ners. Has 162 systems with specific 
win guarantees. Easy to use as 
A-B-C. $22.50 ($19.50 +$3.00 S/H.) 


ADVANTAGE PLUS™ 


ALL 62 5 & 6# Lottos FREE • Over 
50 scientific charts and reports to 
zero in on winners • No other soft¬ 
ware has more scientific tools for 
picking winners • Detailed 62-page 
manual shows how to identify win¬ 
ning patterns • Automatic SMART 
PICKS™ selects best Lotto #s 


__. $295.00 value. Spe 

Offer — limited time only $~ " 
$3.00 S/H 


COMPUTER WHEEL™ 


• Easy to use scientific systems that 
reduce the odds • Has 252 Lotto 
wheeling systems with specific win 
guarantees • Wheels up to 40 of 
your Lotto numbers • Optimizing fea¬ 
ture makes best possible sums of 
your chosen numbers • Tells how 
many times each number position is 
in the wheel • Saves up to 500 
wheels for win checking • All flaw¬ 
less • Find one system that fails its 
win guarantee, and you get DOU¬ 
BLE your money back! $39.50 + 

<tn nn c/u 1 


ADVANTAGE PLUS™ 

AND 


COMPUTER WHEEL™ 

Save $20! Buy BOTH for 
only $99.95 +- $3.00 S/H 



1-800-876-4245 

SMART LUCK* SOFTWARE 


jlljSIM Dept. E-10, P.O. Box 1519 f 
White Plains, NY 10602 i 
1-800-876-GAIL (4245) or 914-761-, 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 32 



Turns Your Monitor 
Into a Touch-Interactive Device 


It’s EASY, POWERFUL, 
FUN AND AFFORDABLE 


\J-~f 


Now you can run all your Windows and 
Macintosh mouse driven programs with the 
touch of your finger or any round-pointed 
stylus. Magic Touch simply attaches to your 
13,14,15, or 17 inch monitor to create a touch 
interactive device. 

Beginners can enjoy the fun of using touch 
to interact with their software. Experts can 
explore the infinite solutions created by 
touch interaction. 

Magic Touch —the mostaffordableand reliable 

touch product on the market, We also offer a full 
range of integrated touch monitor and software 
utilities for touch application development. 

© KEYTEC, INC. 

where you find the magic touch 

MADE IN U5A 

TO ORDER OR REQUEST INFORMATION 
Call Toll-Free 1-000-624-4269 
or Fax 214-234-0542 


IT'S SHOW TIME! 

See us at Tel-Ed '95, 

12/1 - 12 / 2 , 

Broward County Convention, 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Booth No. 518 
AND 

CES, 1/5-1/8, Sands Expo, 

Las Vegas, NV, Booth No. 15035 

10% Holiday Discount + Free Delivery! 
Get one Today, Plug N' Play! 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 324 


CONSoli dATEclr 


CD ROM SoFtware 
For tIie Whole FAiviily 

New TItLes WEEkly 

• Business • Education 

• Clip Art • Travel 

• Games • Literature 

• Music • Reference 

• Religion • Shareware 

CaII ToILFree to ORdER or For a Free updATE 

1 800 8 CD ROMS 

For Multimedia & Memory Upgrades 

UNCONdirioNAlly GuaranteuJ , 4 Hp> 
m DeaIer Inquires WeIcome 


WE'VE MOVED TO A LARGER LOCATION 


102 GREENwood Ave. • WyNCOTE, PA 19095 • USA 

(215) 572-9851 • Fax (215) 572-9852 
(WWW) http://www.consldcdrom.com 
(Email) cdrom@consldcdrom.com 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE Nl 



CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 326 











































r FAX 
MODEMS 

14.4 Fax/Modem 

internal . 40 

14.4 Fax/Modem/Voice icn 

internal . Oif 

Smart 14.4 PCMCIA 

type II .*7J7 

28.8 Fax/Modem 

internal, V34 . 121 

28.8 Fax/Modem/Voice cr\ 

Internal, V.34 . *102 



CD 

TITLE SPECIALS 


10CD Pack, 10 CDs ... * 26 " 

One Stop CD-Shop, 11 CDs . *31 

Rebel Assault . the Lambs, many more, .. , $ 29 " 

11 Megapack, 11 CDs . 33 


CDI Latest Movie Releases 
The Firm, Robocop, The silence of 


VIDEO D CONTROLLER CARDS 



MEDU 

Kits As Low As * 139! 

Acer2X $cc 

2X internal IDE CD-ROM drive . 00 

Acer 2X External siCQ 

2X external CD-ROM drive . I Oif 

Acer4X Si/II 

4X internal IDE CD-ROM drive ... IH I 
Acer 4X External $007 

4X external CD-ROM drive .tJ/ 

Acer 4X External $ 007 

4X external CD-ROM drive .tJ/ 

Lion Optics 4X s ncn 

4x internal IDE CD-ROM drive ... XOH 
Panasonic 4X Sid 

4x internal IDE CD-ROM drive ... 101 

Panasonic 4X SCSI $ -/ 70 

4x internal SCSI CD-ROM drive .. I/if 

Teac 4X $ Y/fO 

4x internal AT CD-ROM drive ... I HU 

Teac 6X so 00 

6x internal AT CD-ROM drive ... XOX 

Toshiba 4X $ -4 cc 

4x internal IDE CD-ROM drive ... 100 
Toshiba 4X 5 w /jr 

4x internal IDE CD-ROM drive ... 100 
2X Multimedia Kit 
2X internal IDE drive, 16-bit sound$ j qq 

card, speakers, titles . / 

4X Multimedia Kit 

4X internal IDE drive, 16-bit sound* nnn 

card, speakers, titles . 

16-bit Sound Card $ co 

16-bit Sound Blaster Compatible... OH 
4X MediaVision Kit 
4X internal SCSI drive, 16-bit soungnnQ 
card, speakers, titles . 


VIDEO CARDS 

Trident 1MB ISA accelerator . *63 

Trident 1MB VL-B accelerator . . . .*73 

Trident 1MB PCI . *79 

Genoa Phantom 2MB, VUPCI.. * 165 
ATI Winboost2MB VL-B/PCI, 64-bit. .* 190 

MPEG Lite, MPEG card . * 185 

ATI Winturbo 2MB VLB/PCI, 64-bit . * 289 
Aims Labs TV-Tuner, FM Radio .... *259 


CONTROLLER CARDS 

ISA IDE/10 controller . * 13 

Atronics enhcd. 4IDE/I0 VL-B, 16C550 *42 
Atronics enhanced 4 IDE/10 VL-B . *31 

Winbond PCI IDE/10 controller.. *35 


DRIVES 

Seagate 540MB IDE ./OO 

Maxtor 540MB IDE . S 165 

W. Digital 630MB IDE . S 187 

Conner 850MB IDE . $ 189 

Maxtor 850MB IDE . S 189 

Seagate 850MB IDE . S 189 

Conner 1.2GB IDE . $ 279 

. Conner 1.08GB SCSI. . ... *375J 


386DX-40 
486SXL-40,128K cache 3vlb 
486DX2-66, AMD, 256K cache 3vlb. 
486DX2-80, AMD, 256K cache 3vlb 
486DX4-100, AMD, 256K cache 3vlb 
486DX4-120, AMD, 256K cache 3vlb 
486DX2-66, Intel, 256K cache 3vlb . 
486DX4-100, Intel, 256K cache 3vlb 
Pentium 75, Intel, 256K cache PCI. 
Pentium 90, Intel, 256K cache PCI. 
Pentium 100, Intel, 256K cache PCI 
Pentium 120, Intel, 256K cache PCI 
Pentium 133, Intel, 256K cache PCI.. 


5 88 
*115 
*175 
* 189 
*225 
*259 
*225 
*279 
*389 
*485 
*585 
*799 
*899 


KEVBQAKDS <r MONITORS 

MONITORS 


KEYBOARDS 

Mitsumi 101-key . *15 

Focus 6000, 101-key . *25 

Focus 2001, 102-key . *35 

Chicony 5591, trackball . *41 

Focus 8000, calculator . ....*45 
Focus 9000, programmable . *57 


Micro Q 14" SVGA 
Interlaced . 

....*199 

Goldstar 15" SVGA 
Non-interlaced . 

*329 

GVC 15” 

Non-interlaced . 

....*345 

Samsung 17” 
Non-interlaced . 

*695 


Telephone: (305) 591-5988 
Tech Support: (305) 639-3325 
Fax: (305) 591-5989 
BBS: (305) 716-8767 
COMPUSERVE: 74354, 326 
Inter Net: cpa5988@aol.com 

NEW YORK - FLORIDA - HOND KONG - TAIWAIN - SINGAPORE - CHINA - INDONESIA DEALERS, CONSULTANTS & RETAILERS...CALL FOR QUANTITY PRICING 


COMPUTER PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

CALL, FAX or VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
2608 NW 72nd Ave. - Miami, Fl 33122 

" 1 - 800 - 523-76641 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE Nl 




















































































CD- mu 

Orders Only - 24 Hours: (8 

Information: M-F 9am-5pm (419) 874-0288 

Free Catalog: (800) 644-6994 | 

00) 317-0224 

• 500+ Titles in Stock 

• 30-Day Return Policy 

• Standard 2-Day Service 

Fax or Mail us your order and save $3.00 per order! 

Fax: (419) 874-2944, Mail to: Computer Gallery, 215 Walnut St., Perrysburg, OH 43551 


PhoneDise Special!! 

|POS, WINDOWS I MAC Compatible! 



tttt-zssxZ' mmm 

arrssr «*"* » »« |>| «« 

‘Special Combo Price* Save $10.00 - Buy PhoneDise 
95 Business & Residential Together and pay just $4925 I 



of the Trisd.$29.95 

& Mn Hit the Road $19. 

badow Caster.$14. 

pate Ate.$24.95 

tar Trail-Realms of Ark $29.95 
tar Trek Fioal Unity .... $49.95 
Irike Commaoder.$14.95 

Indicate Rios.$14.95 

ormioal Velocity.$27.95 

Ultrabots.$14.95 

der a Killing Mooo .... $49.00 

!. Navy Fighters.$39.95 

Virtual Pool.$39.95 

Commaoder Armada $14.95 
Commaoder 2 DLX $14.95 

Commander 3.$49.00 

ing Collection.$39.95 

PC Kids 

Arthur's Birthday.$34.95 

rthur's Teacher Troubles$18.95 

r T * Sing Along.$14.95 

arry & Haunted House. $34.95 
eredible Toon Mach 1.. $19.95 

1 st Grandma & Me.$18.95 

ario is Missing DLX ... $14.95 

ighty Morph Pur Rang $14.95 
ixed Up Mother Goose $14.95 
ew Kid On the Bloek... $34.95 

nie's World.$14.95 

Ruffs Bono.$34.95 

im Town.$29.95 

soopy's Math.$19.95 

'copy's Spelling.$19.95 


Bodyuorks Voyager. 

Capitol Hill. 

Card Shop Plus. 

Credit Correct. 

This Day in U.S. His 


shoeing clip art i 

Family Doctor 3 . 


t Restaurants/Wine 
eatest Paper Airplanes 
side the White House. 


no Gourmet.$14.95 

Key Trvl Map (151 eities)$14.95 
Desktop Publishing $17.95 


eaebes Typo 3.0 $14.95 

Mayo Family Health.$14.95 

Mayo Family Pharmacist $14.95 

Mayo Sports Heath.$14.95 

Mayo Total Heart *" " 
Microsoft Encarta 
Microsoft Bookshi 


Order by Phone, Fax or Mail. Save $3.00 per order whan yoo order 
by Mall or Fax. Offer not valid on Phone orders. We accept Visa, 
Mastercard, Check and Money Order. Shipping and Handling is $6.00 
/ order for 2-day and $9.00 per order for overnight. Call/Fax for 
S&H charges for orders outside of Continential U.S. 


Computer Gallery 

■ 215 Walnut St., Perrysburg, OH 43551 
B Ph: (419) 874-0288, Fax: (419) 874-2944 


utility programs. Contains new weap- 


CIRCLE READER SERVICE NUMBER 332 
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6350 W. 37th St. Indpls, IN 46224 (317) 328-9917 In Village Square Shops-1 Block South of 38th and Highschool 
10 S. Johnson Ave. Indpls, IN 46219 (317) 351-9917 In the Irving Theater Building-lst Street East of Ritter 


SOFTWARE IS A GREAT CHRISTMAS PRESENT 
Don’t delay, order today and beat the rush! 


EDUCATION 

ADAM The Inside Story.„37.89 


We’re on the Internet! E-mail to tlcental@iquest.net or http://www. 

Toll Free Number-1-800-799-9917 24hr. Fax orders- 




AD&D Masterpiece Coll...4$ 


NASCAR Racing 
Next Gen*" ‘ ’ 
Next Gen 


Games for Windows VI 


WE Ship World-Wide: 

Discover what thousands already have- 
With 50 Years Computing Experience 
All Your Questions (let Answered! 

SERVICE,SAVINGS,SELECTION, WE HAVE IT ALL 


.al .com/tlcental/ 

(317)293-3856 



ALL WE CARRY IS CD-ROMI 

WHY Wait For Your Software? 
Over 800 Titles in Stock- 
Most Orders Ship Within 24 hours. 
CELEBRATING 3 YEARS 
OF LOW PRICES! 




Night of the Living Dead..9.89 
Picture It PCD Viewer ..16.89 
Picture Publisher. .19.89 
Publishers Platinum vl WIN., .9.8‘ 

Space View...29.89 
Stock Photo Romance HYB...9.8S 
Stock Photo Swimsuits HYB...9.S 
Stock Photo Textures HYB...9.89 
Too Many Typefonts DOS...9.89 
Travel Adv. World Photos . 19.8S 


SHARWARE/SYSTEM 

Arsenal Files 3 DOS BBS... 19.89 
Arsenal Files DOS BBS... 14.89 
Blowfish II OS/2..29.89 
Butterfly Shareware BBS... 14,89 
CICA MS Windows ...13.89 
Current Shareware ...29.89 
Radio DOS...9.89 
InfoMac VI (MAC)...29.89 

'e Midi Collection. . . 17.89 
Monster Media 95...29.89 
OS/2 Hobbes Archived.. 12 89 
PHT Sampler...9.89 
QRZ HAM Radio DOS WIN 


TV Cc 


.9.89 




REFERENCE 

Audubon Birds HYB...13.89 
Audubon Mammals IIYB... 13.89 
Beer Hunter WIN...39.89 
BH&G Gardening... 14.89 
Bible Library DOS. .. 19.89 
Bibles & Religion DOS...9.89 
CIA Papers...9.89 
Circle of Knowledge Enc ...14.89 
Civil War Multi-Media...44.89 
Cmpl Guide Rx & Non Drugs. . . 19.89 
Complete Bookshop DOS...9.89 
Cook Book Heaven 2 DOS... 19.89 
Diet & Languages DOS...9.89 
Dinosaurs WIN. . . 19.89 
Family Doctor 3rd Ed... 16.89 
Forbidden Subjects 3...34.89 
Gardening DOS.. .9.89 
Healthy Cooking... 14.89 
Holy Bible & Christian Sh... 14.89 


Key Home Gourmet- 
Library of the Future. 
Magic Chef...9.89 


19.89 


Mosebys Medical Diet.... 19.89 
Multi-Media World Factbk... 19.89 
Multi-Media World History. .. 24.89 


Treasures From Heaven. . 2 
USA Wars Civil War...34.S 
Visual Man...29.89 


e Extravaganza 4..24.89 
s Heaven 4... 14.89 


m Madness 


So Much Mo 
SoMuchSha 
Strictly W'indows... 19.89 
Sysops Arsenal. . . 19.89 
Tech Arsenal 2... 14.89 
Totally Windows.. . 19.89 
Utilities Platinum ..9.89 
oyager Shareware Coll... 19.89 
'in Platinum...9.89 
Windowsware 2 the Maxx... 7.89 
CD Caddies...4.00 
CD Storage Tray..,4.00 
Jewel Cases... 1.00 

Library DOS WIN...24.89 
Hacker Chronicles 2 ..34.89 
s... 17.89 

Internet Connection YlwPG... 19.89 
Internet Tools... 19.89 

Learn Desktop Publishing... 14.89 
Linux Archive 10-95.. .9.95 
Archive 11-95...9.95 • 

INFO MAGIC 4CD 


Power Dos (utilities)... 19.89 

Simtel Walnut Creek 2 CD... 19 
Slackware Linux...24.89 
Utility 1995...29.89 
Utility Power Pak... 19.89 
WIA Win Internet Archive. . .29 
World of Internet... 19.89 
PLUS MANY MANY MORE 


"TITLES FOR : 

\ $ 


Jd $5.00 for UPS 


IfttOBTiC 































































hot product HO M E P I X highlights 


BABY BITS 


Elite Enterprises 


Fittingly Sew® 


The First Baby Book for Windows 

New Baby Bits lets you create and print a beautiful 
baby book for your child—a keepsake you’ll cher¬ 
ish. And, you can make extra copies for other fam¬ 
ily members. Baby Bits covers pregnancy to age 6; 
handles up to 12 children. Questions you don’t 
answer or sections you skip don’t print — ideal for 
single or adoptive parents. Even records sound 
(with sound card and microphone). Just $39.95 
(plus s&h). Call today; Christmas delivery avail¬ 
able through December 18. A product of DAX 



1-800-225-1635 


Flowerscape 

Plan a Perfect Flower Garden! 


Navigate the Internet with Introduction to the 
World Wide Web, Vol. 1. In plain English, this video 
will help you learn what’s out there and how to find 
it. With explanations on basic search tools and dis¬ 
cussions of hardware and software needs. Vol. 2. 
picks up where Vol. 1 leaves off. You’ll go far 
beyond the World Wide Web & learn how to explore 
and traverse the many intricate branches of the 
Internet. Buy both volumes and save $10.00. 

Elite 

Enterprises 

1-800-469-7977 


Keytec, Inc. 

Where you find the Magic Touch 


"Express Yourself’ 

Fittingly Sew is an innovative program for 
Macintosh and Microsoft Windows™. It is used for 
fitting and designing clothing patterns. Some of its 
features include easy to use on-screen design tools, 
variable seam allowances, the ability to print the pat¬ 
terns to any system-compatible printer, and no limit 
on the size range or number of patterns. Fittingly 
Sew is an excellent choice for anyone who sews per¬ 
sonally or professionally and who wishes to make 
custom-fitted clothing patterns. 



1-800-661-5209 


NATIONAL CLAIMS 
SERVICE 


FLOWERscape, a must computer program if you 
want to grow the best flower garden ever! 
Internationally acclaimed and eliminates guesswork. 
Choose from beautiful plant and blossom photos and 
actually see how your garden will look during any 
month, an extraordinary feature! Requires Windows 
3.0 or later and a 256 color video driver and 3.5 high 
density drive. Guaranteed and next day delivery. 
Makes a great gift! Price is $49.50. 

FLOWERscape 

by Voudette 

1-800-800-1111 


Pixel Perfect Software 

Do you know that approximately 250,000 
people are hospitalized each year from harm¬ 
ful reactions to medications? Don’t take 
another pill, without consulting...Dr. 
Schueler’s, The Comer Drugstore. Produced 
by a panel of physicians, pharmacists, and 
drug experts, this title is the ultimate drug and 
pharmacy product reference. Shipping on four 
CD’s, it includes information on over 8,000 
prescription and nonprescription chugs, cross- 
referenced with over 5 hours of video. Now 
you can take the pharmacist home with you! 

Vpixel perfect 


Magic Touch is created for computer lovers of all 
ages, and all levels. No other input device can be this 
user-friendly, fast responding, interactive and fun. 
Attach Magic Touch to your monitor, transforming it 
into a touch-interactive device. Run all your 
Windows or Macintosh mouse-driven software with 
the touch of a finger or soft-tip stylus. The real 
MAGIC of the Magic Touch is bringing interac¬ 
tive fun to the entire family. 10% Holiday Discount 
+ Free Delivery this month Get one today, Plug N’ 
Play. 

Ooucfi 

EASY-POWERFUL-FUN 

1-800-MAGIC-89 


QuiltSOFT 

QUIETER’S DESIGN STUDIO 

The first quilting software for Windows and the Mac 
is now more comprehensive and easier to use than 
ever. Everything you need to create your own quilt 
designs is included. Powerful new design tools, color 
and pattern options, and library features mean you are 
just a few easy steps away from beautiful quilts. 
Whether you are new to quilting or an expert, 
Quilter’s Design Studio 3.0 has got quilt designing 
all “sewn” up. 

^ QwiftSOFT 


Computer processing of medical claims is one of the 
fastest-growing and most dynamic young businesses 
in America today. In 1994, only 18 percent of physi¬ 
cians’ claims were processed electronically! Industry 
leader National Claims Service (NCS), offers the 
most complete medical billing package available. 
The package includes a two-day training seminar, air¬ 
fare, hotel accommodations, video-training courses, 
training manuals, a professional start-up marketing 
package and ongoing technical and marketing sup¬ 
port. Electronic claims processing has excellent 
income potential, working full time or part time. 



1-800-207-3711 ext. 210 


SMART LUCK® Software 

Winning Lotto Systems 

The jackpot winning systems created by America’s 
original lottery expert, Gail Howard, can help you 
beat the odds and cash in winning tickets. Her 
unprecedented success in creating dozens of lottery 
millionaires has led to hundreds of appearances on 
radio and TV, including The Today Show and Good 
Morning America. Gail Howard’s Smart Luck® 
Software is fast, flexible, easy to use, professional, 
superior to any we have seen. Unquestionable the 
Rolls Royce of lottery software. 



1-800-788-2099 


619-583-2970 


1-800-876-4245 


ADVERTISEME 















the cyber * a c e 

YOUR ON-LINE TOUR GUIDE 

BY JOHN ECKHOUSE 


Eye spy. You’d think the Central 
Intelligence Agency would be the 
most guarded spot in the nation, but 
any Torn, Dick or Leonid with ac¬ 
cess to the Web can now take a tour 
of its headquarters, which is not 
open to the public. Let CIA director 
John Deutch welcome you in text or 
an audio clip, then snoop around the 
library, read background facts or 
link to other intelligence-community 
sites. Fuimy, they’ll tell you who de¬ 
signed the headquarters and how 
many square feet it occupies, and 
they’ll show you an aerial photo, but 



nowhere do they give the address... 
World Wide Web ( http://www.odci. 
gov/cia ) 


Color commentary. Do you miss 

the fun of coloring? Then drop into 

Crayola*Crayola*Crayola*Crayola. 

Seven crayons direct you to fun 
facts (Binney & Smith makes 5 mil¬ 
lion crayons a day; the most popu¬ 
lar color is blue), and offer some 
colorful tidbits of Crayola lore 
and—thank goodness—stain-re¬ 
moval tips. You may also catch a 
contest; one recent competition of¬ 
fered a $25,000 prize in two of the 




nicest colors in the Crayola box— 
silver and gold. 

World Wide Web ( http://www.cray- 
ola. comjcrayola/) 

Vaudeville lives, i 

was bom too late to 
see the crooners and 
baggy-pants comics 
who traveled the 
vaudeville circuit 
from about 1875 to 1 
glad I caught some of 
Carl’s Vaudeville & Ra 
It’s filled with vintag 
you’d be hard-pressed 
where. How entertaining is it? If 
you’re going to visit, take a tip from 
Ada Jones, who sang “Put On Your 
Slippers, You’re In For The Night.” 
World Wide Web ( http://www.net - 
runner. net/~phono/index. htm) 


Postal service. Omigosh! You 

didn’t buy Aunt Suzy a birthday 
card? No sweat; jump to The Out- 
Post Network, pick out a card, add a 
select a font, and for $3.75, 
in the U.S. mail. The site 
offers many helpful postal ser¬ 
vices—and the wacky “virtual 
vacation”: For $9.95, OutPost 
sends your friends four real 
postcards—when we visited 
the site, the cards pictured South 
Dakota locations—over a stretch of 
two weeks, all bearing your greeting. 
World Wide Web ( http://www.out- 
post.net) 


Who is the Cyber Ace? i n take 

The Web for $500, Alex.” If you 
know what that means, there’s no 
question you’ll enjoy Hyper-Jeop¬ 
ardy! —an on-line version of the TV 
game show where contestants get 
the answers and have to supply the 
questions. Confidently, I bet heavily 
on my ability to handle 10 randomly 
selected categories, and I made it to 
Final Hyper-Jeopardy. How’d I do? 
Alas, the answer is, “He’s the game 
surfer who failed to qualify for 
Hyper-Jeopardy’s Hall of Fame.” 
World Wide Web ( http://www.hype. 
com/game_show/) 


Living memories. To honor the life 

of a dearly departed friend, relative 
or pet, visit The Virtual Memorial 
Garden, a tasteful area where sur¬ 
vivors post tributes to loved ones at 
no charge. Many are touching, such 
as the letter to heaven by Kenton 
Kilmer written after his dad’s death, 
or the remembrance of Sola CastriUo, 
“the Mother Teresa of the Lower 
Garden District” in New Orleans. 
World Wide Web ( http://catless.ncl. 
ac. uk/Obituary/memorial, html ) 


NEW0NA0L! Cyber Ace Road 
Trip, Fri., Dec. 1,8 p.m. EST (Key¬ 
word: roadtrip). Tour this month’s 
sites with the Cyber Ace! (Re¬ 
quires Windows 3.1 or later, AOL 
2.5 including Web browser, and a 
9,600-bps or faster modem. 

Addresses may change at the providers ’ 
discretion. Write johnhpc@aol.com to tell 
us about your favorite sites, and check 
our AOL forum for more Cyber Ace tips. 


524 HOMEPC December 1995 (includes special section) 


Logo art by Robert Kopecky 
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W ith 133MHz of screaming Pentium® processor 

horsepower. Micron's new PI33 Millennia races 
far ahead of all established benchmarks into a whole 
new universe of unbridled computing performance. 

And with new memory technologies like EDO memory 
and pipelined burst cache, this proven champion is 
optimized to perfection. The P133 Millennia is ready to 
run any application you want. Right now! There's no stopping 
the Micron Millennia. So what's stopping you? 


MAGAZINE] 

mU 


PI 20 MILLENNIA 


P133 Millennia 

• Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

• 256K pipelined burst cache, flash BIOS 

• 4X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster ” 16 stereo sound & speakers 

• PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (2MB) 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft® Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows® 95 CD 

A • 8MB EDO RAM • 850MB EIDE hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, 1280NI, ,28mm monitor 

• Microsoft Works 95 CD 

Business Lease $86/month 

B • 16MB EDO RAM • 1.2GB EIDE hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, 1280NI, .28mm monitor 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf 95 CDs 


P133 Millennia Plus 

• Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

• 256K pipelined burst cache, flash BIOS 

• PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI Fast-20 controller 

• 6X SCSI-2 CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster 16 stereo sound & speakers 

• PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (2MB) 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows 95 CD 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 8i Bookshelf 95 CDs 

A • 16MB EDO RAM • 1GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, 1280NI, ,28mm monitor 

Business Lease $112/month 

B • 32MB EDO RAM • 2GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, 1280NI, ,28mm monitor 


Business Lease $103/month 


Business Lease $147/month 


C • 32MB EDO RAM • 1.6GB EIDE hard drive 

• 17" Micron 17FGx, 1280NI, ,26mm monitor 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 8i Bookshelf 95 CDs 


C • 64MB EDO RAM • 4GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 
• 17" Micron 17FGx, 1280NI, ,26mm monitor 

Business Lease 5206/month 



800400-6576 

http://www.mei.micron.com 

MICRON 

m ELECTRONICS, INC. 









"The Millennia is nothing short of 
the best all-around PC available on 
the market today ." 

PC Magazine, April 25,1995 
















Unwrap The Power 



Microsoft 18 

Windows®95 


Redefine the meaning of 
work and play. The 
Micron Home MPC 
presents the most complete 
multimedia experience in 
a single package. 


P133 Home MPC Pro 

• Intel 133MHz Pentium® processor 

• 256K pipelined burst cache, flash BIOS 

• 16MB EDO RAM • 1.2GB EIDE hard drive 

• 4X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster " 16 stereo sound & speakers 

• 14.4 fax/modem, speakerphone, voice mail 

• PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (2MB) 

• 17" Micron 17FGx, 1280NI, ,26mm monitor 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft® Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows® 95 CD 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf 95 CDs 

• Microsoft Scenes: Sports Extremes; Microsoft 
Bob'" CD; Microsoft Encarta" 95 CD; Quicken* 
Deluxe Edition CD; Microsoft Dangerous 
Creatures CD; Microsoft Golf Multimedia CD; 
Trial subscriptions for CompuServeProdigy 
and America On-Line ". 

*3,299 




P90 Home MPC 



Pentium 


P75 Home MPC 

• Intel 75MHz Pentium processor 

• 256K write-back cache, flash BIOS 

• 8MB EDO RAM • 850MB EIDE hard drive 

• 4X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster 16 stereo sound 8i speakers 

• 14.4 fax/modem, speakerphone, voice mail 

• PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (2MB) 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, 1280NI, .28mm monitor 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows 95 CD 

• Microsoft Works 95 CD 

• Microsoft Scenes: Sports Extremes; Microsoft 
Bob CD; Microsoft Encarta 95 CD; Quicken 
Deluxe Edition CD; Microsoft Dangerous 
Creatures CD; Microsoft Golf Multimedia CD; 
Trial subscriptions for CompuServe, Prodigy 
and America On-Line. 

*1,999 

• With 100MHz Pentium processor.add $100 


Micron Electronics, Inc., 900 E. Karcher Road, Nampa, ID 83687 • Mon-Fri 7AM-8PM Sat 8AM-5PM (MT) 
208-463-3434 • FAX 208-463-3424 • Purchase Order FAX 208-467-5384 

Technical Support Available 24 Hours A Day - 7 Days A Week 

International Sales International FAX From Mexico Call K- From Puerto Rico Call 111 From Canada Call 

208-465-8970 W 208-465-8993 95-800-708-1755 800-708-1756 1*1 800-708-1758 


It's Your Call 

800 - 400-6576 

http://www.mei.micron.com 


MICRON 

ELECTRONICS, INC. 
































